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0 ' building THE NEW LIBRARY IN MEYERSDALE _ SCRIFT  5-30-85
L_'th VISUALS AUDIO
L_ 1. Libraxry sign (silente. Count several secondse. BEEP)
2+ New Library, outside Visitos to Meyersdale stop to admiee the beautiful

colonial style multi-colored brick building at_the corarl
of Main and Center Streets and wonder what it 1se.

3. Sign, Library On closer examination, they can see that it is the home
of the Meyersdale Public Library, built in 1984.

4. Library, outside They note that it is located at the most important street
intersection in town, Main Street, and in the middle of
town, on Cenger Streetﬁffhe only intersection whichhas
electrically operated traffic lights in thecommunity.

Thig-pigniedes—thed- it is an important building in the

- community.
5. SIGN: "Building the How it got that way is a fascinating story which we sha
New Library" try to show you.
6. Stack of books in store Writing materials have undergone development in history,

from clay tablets, papyrus scrolls, parchment and paper.
The first printing press ceme—to America“in- Cambridge,
Masse., in 1638. Today, books are being printed by the
thousands.

7. 01ld Library A library is a place where books, manuscripts, musical
sScores, nEWspapers; magazines, films, and other medium
of communication are kept for use but not for sale.

8. OLD LIBRARY A library is a storehouse where information can be
found when needed. A library is a fountain where those
who are thirsty can find water.

9. SIGN: Founded May 16, The first public tax—supported library in the United States
1939 was started in 1833 in Peterborough, New Hampshire.
After that, the public library movement spread. Over a
century later, it came to Meyrsdale.

10. REPUBLIC RBIDG. Meyersdale's public library opened its doors on May 16,
x3% 1939 in rented quarters on the second floor of the
Meyersdale Republic newspaper bullding.

11« Republic bldg. The Meyersdale Women's club started it. Volunteers staffed
ite 1,533 books were catalogued the fisst year. In 1963
it was lncorporated as the Meyessdale Public Library.

It remained at this location for 26years. leaving in 1965.
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L_U-"U{E!@_: Vacant lot LLG_- The Second building of the library no longer is in
exigtence. It was the former ILucente building, across
Center Street from Baker Chevrolet. It remained there for
13 years. leaving in 1978.
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Library - 2

0ld Borough Bldg. ({gii;ffln 1978 the library moved to its third location, on the

Old Library ingide

Interior

Library interior

first floor of the former Meyersdale Elementary School
on Main Stteet, at-the-invitation of the Boreugh Councile

Its collection expanded. 1In 1983, residents borrowd
35,000 books, 1,500 magazines, and listened to 720 record

Librarian Marguerrete Cockley and fomr part-—time
librarians were kept busy.

The library contained 21,000 catalogued items for use by
the 7,600 residents of the Mggersdale Area School Districte
Everything seemed to be going along smoothly.
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0ld Library hallway

Wagon in parade

SKETCH

HermamxRagherex
Hungry Bookworm
Herman Bsshore

But then a crisis came up. The former Galatin Bank
Building was donated jto the borough. The borough council
decided to move its offices there and to vacate k= the
school building.

Now what was the library supposed to %= do? It had several
alternatives. One possibility was to stay where it was.

It would have an immense building to take care of),
o100 0 D @B @00 A D G0 AP R o RPN , and a big heat ing bill.
Another alternative was to find another building suitable
to 1ts needs.

After much deliberation, the Library Board of Directors
decided to build its own new buildinge. To the left of the
horses igs the Stephens Lot, at the coenrerof Mainand Center

Streets, which was pmrsx purchaseﬁ.fgzz;}%gghg_,cizr“
Liy *

Architect Robert Shallop of Duncansville was commissicned
to design a building. He submitted this sketche

Another big question: Where was the money to come frome.

A campalign to xxzE raise $150.000 was started. Herman
Bashore was named general chairman. He reruited a gtaff
of energetic workers.
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ALIL-America sign A
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Hospital

Summerfest

, Maple Park

Swimmingpool

Mre shore spoke to many civic organi-ations. He reminded
then 'a%t” their excellent volunteer efforts in the past had
resulted in Meyersdale being named an All-America city in
1982,

This volunter spirit is seen in many community activities,
Such as the Somerset County Fairnow in its 85th year.

Thexzmmmx community built a hospital in 1948.

It has an active hospital suxiliary, which sponsors a
summer£sst in June of each year.

The Pennsy¥vania Maple Festival is in its 38th year.
Maple Valley park is an ongomrg project of the Lions Clube.

The local volunteer firecoppany is well-equipped.
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/4¥i.30. Ambulance The ambulance association has two # 3
modern ambulances and Emergency Medical Technicians t0

staff them.
31, Masonic building The Masonic Lodge built a new buildingin 1982.
32, Senior Center The Senior Citizens opened a new center in 1982.

Becaue of all of this community activity, Mr. Bashore felt
confident that we could support a new home for the librarye

33.Perry Yoder sign Watch now the amazing feat of?%gnstructigg/%ﬁe new building
in four monthse It happened so fast we could hardly belie®e
CUI* eyBSe

34. Bashore Then taking place at the same time was the amazing fund

raising campaign. It's goal was to raise $150,000 in cash
or pledges. We will nobe 1its progress from time to timee.

35: Groundbreak sign ~ﬁ@> The long—-awaifbd day for the groundbreaking arrivede.
i#ﬁﬂi,f" September first, 1984.

36. Crowd On a2 beautiful sumwy Saturday morning the community
gathered at the Stephens lote.

3T7. Broke ground The Board of Directors and guests broke ground.

38. Guest One guest, the woman in the blue dress, wss the new
librarian of the Johnstown Regional Librarye

39, Excavation Excavabing began a week later.

40, ¥ Bakery wall Unfortunately, the retaining wall of the bakery next door
collapsed. This caused afew weeks delaye

A1, Mosholder's sign While the men were working, $18,000 was contributed in the
first two weeks.

42. Foundation By October 3rd, the foundation walls were completed.

43. Welders Two days later, welders joined the steel sheets on the floor
to get ready for pouring the concrete #teer,

44. Rafters October 25th the rafters were hoic . : for the roof,

45+ Rocf As the roof was put on, financiali receipts rose to $40,000,.

76. Work iuside (/( kﬁ“ﬁbcﬁ‘h The first of Nowember the construction work moved

> insides

47 Dry wall The dry wall plasterboard was nailed up and insulation
a.pplled-

48. Shingles on roof November 6th the shingles were tacked on the roofe
Contributions passed the one~thi®d mark, to $56,400,

49, Bricklayers November 9th the bricklayers were busye.

)
50. Sidwalk November 14th concrete was poured for the sidwalke.
51« Alumnim siding Aluminum siding was nailed to the Main Street end.




Tt.2. Wash windows

T3

The

Lights

Shelves

Assemble books

Carpenter

jBE. Ceiling insulation Ceiling insulation was fastened 4

above the rafterse

53. Baseboard heating Baseboard heating was installed.

54+ nSeams on walls sealed Seams on the walls were sealed and sanded.

55« Main entrance o November 16th, working on the main entrance.

/")“

56. Back door Fastening the back door hardware.

57« Furnace9 Getting the furnmace readyufor a cold waker winter.

58. Painting Painting fhe walls. It beatsa paint brush.

59. Ceiling November 21st the metal support rods were put up for the
ceilinge.

60, Entrance The doorway being prepared for patrons.

61. Ceiling November 23rd the ceiling panels were put in place.

62. Porch light. The outside light for the front porch. Contributions had
risen to $65,500.

63. BRug laying After Thnksgiving, the rug was laide.

64. Sidewalks poured Additional sidewalks were poured.

65. Roof above dormer Roofing was put on above the dormer window facing Main Ste.

66. TFurnace The furace was ready for winter. Contributions took a
hot spurt, soaring to $95,000, almost two-thirds of the
goale
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g&.6T. 0ld doors _~ December 5th, doors were closed at the old library.

68. 014 library Moving all of this was a big jobe

69. 0ld Library The boosk had to be packed, shelves taken apart.

£¥9x Books 0. Books were tied in bundles, with the classifiction number
on the tope.
1
T®%. Books Some wondered if the library would ever be the same again.

December 12 the weather was 1deal for these wonderful
fz¥ ® volunteer helpers.

The ceiling likhts had been delayed in shipment and were
now installed.

Shelves were put together.

Books were put back on the shelves in tehir proper ordere.

December 17 carpenters were finishing up odd jobs outsidee.
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= The long-awaited dEjL,Y arrived. December 26 doors were
2 opened to the publice. At the same tme, receipts had
reached $105,700, more than two—thirdds ofthe goale.

77 Open sign

T8« TFront desk Librarian Elizabeth Milled welcomed young patrons who wWere
home for the Christmas holidays.

T9. Mayor Mayor Paul Fuller and Sallie Fike, reporter for the
Somerset Daily American, stopped ine.

80. Students A High School student searching for a booko

81. Records One inspected the shelf of long-play recordse

82. Youth tables Some took time to browsee.

83. Outside, winter 1, € January was a cold and snowy eries Jamuary 9 Mr. BAshore
P :
_— offered a meal at the local White House restaurant to the
person who guessed the day and hour when the goal of $150,00

would be mete

84., Outide , winter February Tth, cash and pledges totaled $141,500, just
$8,500 shott of the goal. Not much came in during

March and April,

85. Cockley at desk Librarian Marguerette Cockley said that borrowing of books
and magazines had increased 15 percent in January over
the year before. 3,204 borrowings were recorded in
January of 1985. 62 new members were enrolled, incldjing
16 non—-residentse

S o7t -

86. gmemEwskmwz Overall.z — In May the grounds around the building were landscapped and
shrubbery was planted, Mey 11 the Dedication ceremoney was

helde.

87. Mayor Fuller ¥y Meyor Paul Fuller read a proclamation announcring the
week of Mzy 12-18 as Library Week in Meyersdale.

88, BAshore Fund drive chairmen Herman Bashore thanked a2ll those who
£iddled and tooted in the orchestza to make 1% possible
for the #m conductor to produce tue & mphony. The
financial campaign exceeded the $150.000 by $1,400.00

89. Cockley %ikrariam Marguerette Cockley, librarian for over 40 years,
thanked the people for their support e

90, Lloyd State Representative William Lloyd was glad to be back.

99. Perry Yoder Perry Yoder, contzactor, presented Board President

Fsther Bashore with a godd key, explaining that the
library is the key to léarning.

92. Judge Coffroth President Judge Charles Coffroth, the principal speakeye
said that BExercixe is to the body as reading is ke to the
mind. Both must be used or we become limited or weakened.

| 9Re3 Band The Meyersdale Community Band played migical selectionse.
94. Cornerstoye laying The Board of Directors abtthe Cornerstonelaylng ceremonye
95 . STest _ The Cmpgrsro~€ — |, ME— 00 e ety Koy 64
95. Ribbon 'rﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ.ﬁ@ﬁﬁrﬁfﬂ'cﬂ“ she ribbon &t the door to open it For the
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9&7‘ Harper

08 Refreshments

o9 Visitors

23
100

Visitoss

6
The Reve. Charles Harper of the Methodist Church

offered the closing prayer of thanksgiving for the
new library facilities.

Refreshments were served bythe Board of Directorse
Visitoss looked over the zkemk children's sectione.

T+ was hard to realize that only nine months ago this
place was a vacant lote

488x101 Bulletin board

prféfff

Well, now that the new Library has been opened, what does 1t
have to offer? Will it be worth the time and money spent on

1t?

Today, books are being printed by the thousands. Most homes

102 Pile of books :
have a few laying around. But an assortmentof books is not
5, lbar';}r .

103 RiFemxzaxcx Books Books become part of a library only when they are put into
some type of orderly arrangement.

104 File card Books in the Meyersdale library are catalogued with the
Dewey Decimel system, devised in 1876. Books may be
located by title, author or subjecte

105 Card catalog The card catalog is the hédart, the center of the librarye.

106 Librarian The librarians spend much of their time helping people to
use the library. They will be glad to help you.

107 Reference (,Lif{€7 The library is divided into various working arease. This is
the reference sectione

108 History room One room is called the history room.

109 Books Especially history of our community and county.

110 Pa. Archieves A partial set of the Pennsylvania Archives

111 Microfilm A iot of historical informetion has heen filmed on micro-
film. Thss viewer makes it possible to look at old
recordse.

newspaper

112 Meyersdale Republic Meyersdale RePubliq/issues for the past ten years have
been bound.

113 Magazine boxes Past issues of magazines are also filed.

(4&‘}61-’ | R

114 Newspapers e Another section of the library provides tables for reading
the current newspapers and bookse

115 Current mggazines Current magazines of intersst to the 1local area are
received.

Copier _¥;T
! T

Remember when it was necessary to make handwritten notes
CE-—mege sne artecles? No need to do that today. Use the
photocopier. Sames a lot of time and is

moawmne anrsmveta
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117 Childre ‘ I
n section Another section xsxaxxax has been arranged with the

children and youth in mind.

118 , , T
Overall Use thissplendid facility to find reading for your own
enjoyment,; to find the answer to a question, or do do some

extended remearche
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119 Elementary L_L_OL{O £x Library use is being taught in the public schools these
days, beginning with the elementary grade.

120 Film Strip They watched a film strip helping them to use an almanace

121 HS Libreary The high School library is well equipped.

122 Music They listen to music or foreign languages.

123 Computers Computess and word processors are available fo some areas
of studye.

124 Graduation Then our youth leave the confines of the high schoole.

125 W VA sign A few will enroll at a college or universitye

become 551lled in the use of a
126 Library There they will Raormxks sexafxx large library

— e E R

127 Library desk V& 2E- But the educational aspiratinns of those who stay home need
not be neglected. They can dmwetmpxkhexx continue to
educate themselves at the local libary.

|28 Magazines Naturally, a library in a small town can't have everything.
Tt's materials must be selected to be most helpful to local
people.

Ot UIZRAT BV oftte rzﬂ--ﬂ‘l

129 shelves What you can't find here/mey—beborrewed frofis-other
lihrar?es All that is needed is an inquiring mind.

130 All-America sign 55{9 Completion of the new library project may be one more
LY rung in the ladder of volunteer achevements of the community
s - e | happened so fast.

131 Ground-break. We gath.oeed for groundbre&klng-on-sebt- 1, 1984

132 Digging foundation The fomndation went down and dcwn anc downe

133 Raising urusses The roof went up in a few dayse.

134 Petitions The insides took shape.

135 Books in piles. Moving took place in orderly confusion.

136 Gekxbeuks doorway Now it is all ready for you to come in.

137 GEt books Exercise your mind.

338 Rotary Club The Meyerdale Rotary Club thought you might ldéke to see
the various stages of this project and is happy to bring it
to you.




