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L'() ~ V~SUALS AUDIO 
/ 1. LibraTy sign (silent. Count several seconds. BEEP) 

1 2. New Library, outside 

3. Sign, Library 

4. Library, outside 

~~ 5. SIGN: ":Building the 
New Lib!t'ary" 

\ 
) 

6. Stack of books in store 

7. ©ld Library 

5. OLD LIBRARY 

9• SI~: Founded May 16, 
19,~9 

10. _REPUBLIG BBffl. 

11. Rep:ublie bldg. 

Va.caint let 

Visit~s to Meyersdale stop to admiee the beautiful 
colonial style rrmlti-colored brick building at the 
of Main and Center Streets and wonder what it is. 

corer 

On closer examination, they can see that it is the 
of the Meyersdale Public Library, built in 1984. 

home 

They note that it is located at the most important street 
intersection in town, Main Street, and in the middle of 
town, on Cenger Streetff'the only intersection whichhas 
electrically operated traffic lights in thecommunity. 
Whie::Biga:tifies -tBart,it is an important building in the 
comrmmity. 

How it got that way is a fascinating story which we shall 
try to show you. 

Writing materials have undergone development in history, 
from c1ay tablets, papyrus scrolls, parchment and paper. 
The first printing press cam~ t-e AmericaC~ cambridge, 
Mass., in 16.38. Today, books are being printed by the 
thousands. 

A lib1rary is a place where bo,oks, manuscripts, musical 
se0res, nBWspapers, magazines, films, and other medium 
of colTl!llWlieation aFe k.ept for use but not for sale. 

A library is a st·orehouse where i nformation can be 
feund when needed. A library is a fountain where those 
who are thirsty ean find water. 

The f'irst public t .ax-s-upported libra:ry in the United States 
was started in 18]3 in Peterboro:ugh, New Hampshire. 
After that, the puiblie library movement spread. Ove.r a 
eeJttury later, it came to Meyrsdale. 

M'eye~sdale's public library @pened its do@rs 0n May 16, 
J@j 1939 in rented quarters en the second flo0.r @f t ,he 
Meyersdale Republis newspap>.er lruliding. 

'Fhe Meyersdale W0men's club started it. Volunteers staffed 
it. 1,533 books were catalogued the fisst year. In 1963 
it was in~orpC!>rated as the Mey:e:s-sd.ale Public Library. 
It Pemai:r:red at this lo cat ien fer .2tDye.ars. J.le,av:ilng in 1,65. 

Th.e Sesond bu.i[di~,g of the 1ibrarry no 
existe:rus.e. It was th:e former Lucente 
eent,er Street from ~akeF Chevr0let. 
1 J ~eaFs. leaving in · 1'~78. 

l©nger is in 
bu:il~ing, across 
It remaine~ there for 
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13. Old Borough Bldg. t,~ . Library - 2 f1~n 1978 the library moved to its third location, on the 
first floor of the former Meyersdale Elementary School 

)14. Old Library inside 

15. Interior 

16. Library interior 

17. GALLATIN 

1'~. Old Li"h>~ary hallway 

1,. W'agen m parade 

~tmg11zy"· E@~kw(l),~m 
i~ • H.eFifi~ Bash:gre 

I§. i:l@s1rital 

jl. ~erfi:~% 

·11. M@i;:pJ.e ~It 

~I .. SJ;.rmmmi~~a~,1 

on Main Stteet, ~ t-he--i-l::1-tr..ij;-:-ation 9f _the -Be-Peugh Council• 

Its collection expanded. In 1983, residents borrowd 
35,000 books, 1,500 magazines, and listened to 720 record 

..:--albums. 

Librarian Marguerrete Cockley and fonr part-time 
librarians were kept busy~ 

The library contained 21,000 catalogued items for use by 
the 7,600 residents of the Myyersdale Area School District. 
Everything seemed to be going along smoothly. 

But then a crisis came up. The former Galatin Bank 
Bti.ilding was donated jto the borough. The borough council 
decided to move its offices there and to vacate n the 
s·chool building. 

Now what was the library supposed to :km: do? It had several 
alte-rnatives. One possibility was to stay where it was. 
Tt would have an immense building to take care of, 

. . . • . , and a big heating bill. 
Another alternative W<:1-S to find another· building suitable 
t0 its needs. 

After much deliberation, the Library Board of Directors 
d!e~.ided: t0 build its own n.ew building. To the left of the 
herase's is t-lae Stephens Lot, at the coenrer.of Mainand Center 
~treets, which WLast_.,prs:v purehas:ed. ~ ?/t~uL_ ~ ..,,~ r ~- . . 
Architect Rebert Shallop ef Dlm1ei:ansville was commission.ed 
ta <aesi~ .a Wi.:l!ding. He submitteci this sketch. 

Ari:0t'neP :big question: W:heFe was the m0.ney to ·ceme f rom. 

st,aF1ted~ He:Pman A eamp,aign 'to r;i;$:e :caise $1,50.GQO was 
B-asiao:Pe w:as na:rnea genePa1 eha;ihtinan. 
0f en,erge:t i.c w0rkers. 

He rerru:ited a staf'f' 

'.l'ih:i.s v;e.,l!,ma.r.ter sl)tl..r'it is s,een in m~ur e@rnmtl'ti)).ity,: aetivi.ti.es , 
-~~h: a;s tie 10meIDs~t ©oimty Fa:irn@w hi i 'bs ,8,;ti}ri ;wear. 

!Jliliewnwuo,~ ~J)IJlIJllll3ll'ii~y, nillt. ,a ®;0s~it<?l in· 1·~4~ .• 

It nas ~ a:SJtitV1e :h~s])it-a]l ~ilii,aq, wliuieih s ~G;r:rsE>?:$ a 
swntrte;F!;e,1rti 'ti!~ i~e (ilm' eaieDl y::eaili.!. 

'Pae Jem.li:spwam.fua M~ii)lLe iIDest i111al is in ilt.s1 ]J3th year. 

~~lte "Walle~ f}a~k liJ;s ~ ~:n,geng p~0je©xb ef t;n:e LJ.©Ds C]'.lll,~. 

Tile lee:a.;ill :i.i:~,lUit.ee~ fi~eeopp>amt is w,e]lr-e~ai~ea:. 
• 
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Ambulance 

31. Masonic building 
) 

32. Senior Center 

33.Percy YodeF sigp 

34. Bashore 

The ambulance association has two # .3 
modern ambulances and Emergency Medical Teclmicians to 
staff them. 

The Masonic Lodge built a new buildingin 1982. 

The Senior Citizens opened a new center in 1982. 
Becaue of all of this comnru.nity activity, Mr. Bashore felt 
confident that we could support a new home for the library• 

Watch no.w the amazing feat orJ85nstructigj/~he new build~g 
in four months. It happened so fast we could hardly believe 
our eyes. 

Then taking place at the same time was the amazing fund 
raising campaign. It's goal was to raise $150,000 in cash 
0r pledges. We will note its progress from time to time. 

T-he long-await:~d day f o.r the groundbreaking arrived. 
September first, 1984. 

On a beautiful swa~ Saturday morning the comrmmity 
gathered at the Stephens lot. 

'Phe Roariil. of Dire-ctors and guests broke ground. 

©ne guest, the w0man in t .he blue dress, wss the new 
librarian ©f the Jehnsrti©~ Regienal Library. 

Nnf$,l!''llUFate1y, the' rerhain:ihn~ w:all of tlll._e ba,kery next door 
e©l.lall!)s,e~d:. 'I'.:l\Iis sal!lised af ew w·e_e~s delaN" • 

i>lhile -the men w.ere we~kmg, $1i ·, G©O was e0ntriwted in tne 
f"irst t:wo weeks. 

'P~Ui) <ila.~s l;,3.;ter, w,elfihe~s j ,@med. 'b.J:le stee-1 sireets on the fi.e©:r 
tm, get Fealil:M far !f>©.UFmg 'bhe ©0.n~:Fete 'f1:.11r. 

-~ ,;:.~ - ~bout tbe if'fur·st 
~ ms,fu!il:e. 

• 

The di~ :w:a.11 pJ.L:ctster.¥10-arti ·was na:ile"d ~, and insulazh:i.tl)E 
a;1');iillietit • 

N~"lem'.ber 6.i".%~ ihe s4:img1l,e'S were tiaeketit 'Ol.l irl:re re~f,. 
6~)11G~ilin:titi~Jii:$ ,~~s ecil ililire 0i!re-t imli al'0: m~l'k, i;'.0 $~~ 1 4©@ • 

liX&l'temime'P fth -tliie 1\1):rritekle;i~er~ were •s~. 

1N0V!emliier 1~t:M: e0ine~~ihe w,as ~0li1liue(ll; f ·er t.J.te siiwa:Ll:;. 

A:tiwniaum e~ti:\l1t~- ffa9 n~ilei to iiite flf9im i;ereet end!. 

1to-~ l,'fJ,t, e J 
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Ceiling insulation 

53 . Baseboar d heating 

) 54. nSeams on walls seal ed 

55 . Main entrance 
LL01.9 

56 . Back 
:..---

door 

57 . Furnace9 

58 . Painting 

59. Ceiling 

60. Entrance 

61. Ceiling 

62. Porch light . 

63. Rug laying 

64. Side·walks poured 

65. Roof above dormer 

66. Furnace 

Old doors 

68. Old library 

69. Old Library 

~ Book~ 

1 
7&. Books 

r•o ! ,.. 

7-J:.2. Wash l-1indows 

73. Lights 

74. Shelves 

75. Assemble books 

76. Carpm1ter 

77. 

Ceiling insul ation was fastened 
above the rafters. 

Baseboard heating was installed. 

4 

Seams on the walls were sealed and sanded. 

November 16th, working on the main entrance. 

Fastening the back door hardware. 

Getting the furnace raadj:Jafor a col d uotiker winter. 

Painting ghe walls. It beatsa paint brush. 

Novvmber 21st the metal support rods were put up for the 
ceiling. 

The doorway being prepared for patrons . 

November 23rd the ceiling panels were put in place. 

The outside l ight for the front porch. Contributions had 
risen to $65,500. 

After Thnk:sgiving, the rug ·was laid. 

Additional sidewalks ·were poured. 

Roofing was put on above the dormer windot-1 facing Main St. 

The furace was ready for winter. Contributions took a 
hot spurt, soaring to $95,000, almost two-thirds of the 
goal. 

December 5th, doors were closed at the old library. 

riroving all of this was a big job. 

The boosk had to be packed, shelves taken apart. 

Books t1ere tied in bundles, with -:;he classifiction number 
on the t op. 

Some wondered if the library would ever be the same again. 

December 12 the weather was ideal for these wonderful 
fml K volunteer helpers. 

The ceiling lights had been delayed m shipment and were 
now installed. 

Shelves were put together. 

Books were put back on the shelves in tehir proper order. 

December 17 carpenters were finishing up old jobs outside. 



' 
Open sign 

)78.. Front desk 

79• Mayor 

80. students 

81. Records 

82. Youth tables 

Outside, winter 

8.5. Co€':kley at desk 

5 zcf, 
The long-awaited day arrived. December 26 doors were 
opened to the public. At the same tme, receipts had 
reached $105,700, more than two-thirdds ofthe goal. 

Librarian Elizabeth r,1illed welcomed young patrons who were 
home for the Christmas holidays. 

Mayor Paul Fuller and Sallie Fike, reporter for the 
Somerset Daily American, stopped in. 

A High School student searching for a book. 

One inspected the shelf of long-play records. 

Some took time to browse. 

January w·as a Gold and snowy ~ ff, January 9 Mr. BAshore 
offered a meal at the local White House restaurant to the 
person who guessed the day and hour ·when the goal of $150,00 
would be met .• 

February 7th, cash and pledges totaled $141,500, jutt 
$8,500 snott of the goal. Not much came in during 
l~arch and April. 

Librarian Margnl.eFette Cockley said that borro·wing of books 
a?ad magazines had in.ereased 15 pe.rcent in January 0ver 
the year befo.re. 3, 204 borTovrings were reGo,rded in 
January -of 1985. 6,2 new memb,ers v1ere enrolled., ineldjing 
1:6 nen-Fesd:dents. 

~·0 -$}Hil~S Km....« Ov::eraJll. z ___. In r~ay t}¥e grounds ar01.tt:1cil. tll.e building i;.rere lands capped and 
~~b;t,ecy was. plan-:6etif. M~y 11 the Dedication ceremoney was 

90 • Ll:0w:a 
~,. :Pe~ey Yode~ 

,~. 
f:fr. ~-

~ om,e·rst GIJ'.e layini 
rfi~e 
libl0n 

ltel<il. 

·~ i'!ay-or Paul Fuller read a pro©lamat ion 'a.nnoun:c:eing the 
v.re.ek ©f rJay 12-11!3 as Li'h>r.ary \,leek in Mey-e:J?sdale (t 

Ftrn.i cllri ve ©:hairmall :Her.man Bashore th:a.Eke·d all these wlao 
fi&dled an<ill to0t-ed in the ©rol:J:estza to make it p0ssible 
fQ1t the a 00111:d.Rctor te :produce t~ie r ~ 11·.ph:©a:ey'e The 
f inane ial cam:paigia exoe,ede<i t'lle $150 l) L:oo 1l>y $1, 400 .@O 

~i~eari:~ Margµ,erette Co0kley, l i bra~ian fGr over ~O ¥ears, 
tl:t~ed the people for 'tlleir support. 
$ffi1ate JR:e~resent,at;\.ve Willia:m Ll0.yd: w•as glatil. to ibe lilaek. 
Fe:m-ey ¥0der, cent:i?act:or, presentei Boa;rd PresicieMt 
EstheF »~sibl:0:re w:.ktlili a g0.ihd key, exp!Lainm@ that the 
linr,ary is iih.e key to laarnmg. 

Presi~e!l'lt Jwclge enarles ~,e,ftret.h, t .h:e p,riti,eipal s~eake'f. 
said tl!l.~'t Exere,j.i»:e is t ,o tke b.~d.y as rea:€1:ini: is tie: to +elite 
·mltHih,. Eeth rtrotsi be -ased o,r i1-e '.h>ee@me limited o:r W,e~encecll. 
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9i7 Harper 

. 9i8 Refreshments 

9i9 Visitors 

~ Visito&s 
100 

6 
The Rev. Charles Harper of the Methodist Church 
offered the clos i ng prayer of thanksgiving for the 
new l ibrary fac i lities • 

Refreshments were served bythe Board of Directors. 

Visito&s looked over the uuk children's section. 

It was hard to realize that only nine months ago this 
place was a vacant lot. 

it Bulletin board 
1 

~Well, now that the new Library has benn opnned, what does 
IA P< V .,/ have to off er? \{ill it be worth the time a.nd money spent on 

102 Pile of books 

r I ~ ' t? l. • 

Todlay, books are being printed by the thousands. 1'1ost homes 
have a few laying around. But an assortmentof books is not 
a libary. 

10 3 R::i:iu-m:arrri:x Books Books become part of a library only when they are put into 
some type of orderly arrangement. 

104 File card 

105 Card catalog 

106 Librarian 

107 Refe;r,ence 

108 Histery room 

109 :Books 

110 Pa. Archieves 

111 Microfilm 

Books in the Meyersdale library are catalogued with the 
Dewey Decimal system, devised in 1876. Books may be 
located by title, author or subje,ct. 

The card catalog is the heart, the center of the library. 

The librarians spend much of their time helping people to 
use the. library. They will be glad to help you. 

The library is divided into various working areas. 
the reference section. 

One room is called th~ histocy room. 

Especially history of our comrrrunit.y a;nd county. 

A partial set of the Pennsylvania Archives 

This is 

A. lot o:i:: his·torical informat iol'l ha:s been filmed on micro,-, 
film.. Tliis.s viewer makes it: ppssibl,e t o look at old 
records. 

newspaper 
112 Meyersdale Repu~lic Meyersdale Republic/issues for the past ten years have 

been bound. 

113 Magazin.e boxes 

114 Newspapers 

Past issues of magazines are also filed:. 

A.nether secti.en of the libracy provides tables for re·ading 
the current n:ewspapers and books. 

115 eurrent mggazines Current magazines of interest to the local area are 
received. 

116 Copier n Remember when it was necessary to make h.and,.,ritt.en notes 
-t-6'< res~ mee••iine artd:cles? No need to d.o that todiaF• Use the 

photocopier. Sames a lot of time and is 
"°" l"I' .,._ I" ,.._ f'\ ,...., , ..-.-+ A • 



• 
Children section 

118 Overall 

7 
Another section ~ has been arranged with the 
childr en and youth in mind. 

Use t hissplendi d facility to find reading for your own 
enjoyment, t o f ind the answer to a question , or do do some 
extended research. 

119 Elementa ry LL O '-{O '.2x Library use is being taught i n the public school s these 
days, beginning with the elementary grade. 

120 Fil m Strip 

121 HS Library 

122 f.fusic 

123 Computers 

124 Graduation 

125 W VA sign 

126 Library 

They watched a film strip helping them to use an al manac. 

The high School library is well equipped. 

They listen to music or foreign languages . 

Compute~s and word processors are available fo some areas 
of study. 

Then our youth leave the confines of the high school. 

A few will enroll at a college or university. 
become skilled in the use of a 

There they will nltltmmt::aa~m'.xx large library 

127 Library desk \1 ~ 't,@- But the educational aspiratinns of those who stay home need 
not be neglected. They can rtJrygtmp:,akKir continue to 
educ.ate themselves at the local l ibary. 

t 28 Ivtagazines 

129 shelves 

Naturally, a library in a small town can't have everything. 
It's materials must be selected to be most helpful to local 
1 -people. 

()(/'If. l, 10/l kt't /1:f. v ✓ 14/ "-'- "~ o ~ 
What you cnn •t find here/ma~ lie borPo:trea froifi','6ther 
librarr. All that is needed is an inquiring mind. 

130 All-America sign ~() 
L-'--~ 

Completion of the new libra.ry project may be one more 
runt[_in ~~e +~~~e:r:_ .. ~f volunteer acmevements of the community 

.. ---------· - It all happened so fast. · - · ·· · ·-- ---- -- .. 
131 Ground-break. 

132 Digging founei.ation 

133 Raising ~russes 

134 Petitions 

135 Books in piles. 

136 tie k x:'camks doorway 

137 GEt books 

~38 Rotary Club 

139 Photos by LTW 

We gath ... ·eed for groundbreaking on Sept. 1, 1984 

The fonndation went down and dcwn ant d0wn. 

The roof went up in a f e·w days. 

The insides took shape. 

Moving took place in orderly confusion. 

Now it is all ready for you to come in. 

Exercise your mind. 

The Meyerdale Rotary Club thought you might loke to see 
the various stages of this project and is happy to bring it 
to you. 

•••••••••• 


