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Extract from the American Farmer. 

ad we anticipated the masterly and paJrjortic_a,ddres
ses oT the Philadelphia Society for therpromotion. of Na
tional Industry, before the publication of our first number, 
we should gladly have remained silent. W e should have 
blushed to speak on subjects to be simultaneously discussed 
in a manner far transcending our ability And now, could 
we know that all the readers of the American Farmer 
would peruse the numbers of those excellent addresses, no 
more ol" our comparatively trifling essays would appear. 
But our belief to the contrary, and the expectation which 
may have been justly excited, must be our apology for con
tinuing our numbers. W e are happy to find in what we 
have seen of that grand production, some notions which 
we hail conceived, fully confirmed, and we hope not a lit
tle praise may be rendered to its author, if some of the 
bright rays which have been shed on ourselves, should be 
occasionally, but faintly, reflected upon our readers." 

Extract of a letter from John Adams, Esq. ex president, to 
• -.the Editors of the Manufacturers and Farmer's Journal. 
..." The gentlemen of Philadelphia have published a very 
important volume upon the subject, which I recommend to 
ycur careful perusal." 

Extract of an Address from Benjamin Austin, Esq. 

"This subject has produced researches, which demon
strate the abundant resources of our country, and the prac
ticability of accomplishing those important objects, (the 

"'establishment of national manufactures) with the aid of go-
-•vernment. Among the foremost, the Philadelphia Society 
• -for the promotion of National Industry, is entitled to our 
thanks for their perseverance in this national and laudable 
pursuit." 

; Extract of a Letter from General Harrison to the publishers 
of the former editions. 

" I should be wanting in candour not to acknowledge, 
that I have been converted to m y present principles in fa
vour of manufactures, by the luminous views upon the sub
ject which have been published by your society." 

Your, &c. J 
W. H. Harrison. 



Philadelphia, .March, 3, 1820. 

This work appears again before tlie community with 

sundry corrections and improvements. 

The society having no object but the public good, and 

believing this work calculated to promote it, earnestly re

quest those into whose hands it may come, to extend its 

circulation as far as may be in their power. 

It was intended to introduce the essays signed A M e m 

ber of Congress and JVeckar in an appendix. But this idea 

was abandoned from a consideration that most part of the 

arguments of Neckar were contained in the addresses— 

and moreover, the admirable sermon of the rev. Mr. Beech-

er, which is hereto annexed, was judged very far superior 

to those essays, being much more argumentative and con-

vincintr. 
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In presenting to our fellow-citizens these addresses, col
lected together, we cannot refrain from expressing our 
high sense of the favourable reception they have experien
ced. The various defects of stvle and arrangement which 
pervade them, have been overlooked, in consideration of 
the magnitude of the subject they embrace. 

W e feel persuaded that the cause we advocate yields to 
none in importance. It is a great error to suppose, as un
happily is too frequently done, that it is the cause of the ma
nufacturers alone. Nothing can be more foreign from the 
real fact. It is the cause of the nation. It is the mighty 
question, whether we shall be really or nominally inde-
Siendent—whether we shall persevere in a policy, which in 
our or five years has done more to prostrate our strength 
and resources than a fierce war of equal duration could 
have done—a policy similar to that which has sunk and 
degraded Spain for centuries, notwithstanding her immense 
internal and colonial resources—a policy which has never 
failed, and never can fail, to debilitate and impoverish 
every country where it has prevailed or may prevail—a 
policy discarded by every wise nation in Europe—a policy 
in direct hostility with that of England, Russia, Austria, 
France, Holland, and Denmark—a policy, in a word, that 
fosters and promotes the wealth, power, resources, indus
try, and manufactures of foreign nations, and sacrifices 
those nf our own country. 

If there be any one truth in political economy more sa
cred and irrefragable than another, it is that the prosperity 
of nations bears an exact proportion to the encouragement 
of their domestic industry—and that their decay and de
crepitude commence ana proceed pari passu with their 
neglect of it The wonderful resources of England, so far 
beyond her intrinsic advantages, and the prostrate state of 
Spain and Portugal, place these great truths on the most 
impregnable mound. 

W e pursu-- a wayward and short-sighted policy, of which 
the world affords lew examples, and which evinces how lit-
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tie we have profited by the experience of other nations— 
and how much we neglect the maxims of the wise states
men of Europe and of our own country. 

With a capacity to raise cotton to supply the whole 
world, our treasures are lavished in Hindostan to purchase 
cotton of inferior quality, which is now manufactured in 
the United States, to the injury of our cotton planters. 
And with skill, talents, water-power, capital, and machi
nery to supply our utmost demand for cambrics and mus
lins, millions of money are in a similar manner lavished in 
Hindostan and England, to procure those articles; while 
tens of thousands of our own citizens, capable of furnish
ing them, are pining in indigence; their employers ruined; 
and machinery, that cost millions of dollars, rusting and 
rotting; and while hundreds of manufacturers, invited to 
c.ir shores by the excellence of our form of government, 
are unable to earn a subsistence at their usual trades, and 
are forced to go to Canada or Nova Scotia, or to return to 
Europe. About fifty sailed from hence in one vessel a few 
days since. 

This destructive policy is about to receive a considera
ble extension, to the injury of our farmers. Wheat, we are 
informed, can be sold in our ports from Odessa, at seventy-
five cents or less, per bushel; and we arc assured, that 
large quantities of it will be imported. Thus this unhap
py nation, by a miserable and mistaken policy, is doomed 
to bleed at every pore. 

Under the influence of such a wretched system, is it 
wonderful that distress and embarrassment pervade the 
nation—that the enlivening sound of the spindle, the loom, 
and the hammer, has in many places almost ceased to be 
heard—that our merchants and traders are daily swept 
away by bankruptcy, one after another—that our banks 
are drained of their specie—that our cities exhibit an un
varying scene of gloom and despair—that confidence be
tween man and man is almost extinct—that debts cannot 
in general be collected—that property cannot be sold but 
at enormous sacrifices—that capitalists have thus an op
portunity of aggrandizing themselves at the expense of the 
middle class oTsociety to an incalculable extent—that mo
ney cannot be borrowed but at an extravagant interest 
in a word, that with advantages equal to any that Heaven 
has ever bestowed on any nation, we exhibit a state of 
things at which our enemies must rejoice—and our friends 
put on sackcloth and ashes! A 2 
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We trust the day is not far distant, when we shall look 
back with as much astonishment at this lamentable folly, 
as we now do at the folly and wickedness of our ancestors 
in hanging and burning witches. The folly in both cases 
is about equal. Theirs, however, was limited to a narrow 
sphere, out of which it was perfectly innocuous. But ours 
extends its baleful influence to the remotest extremities of 
the nation. 

W e are gravely told, by writers on whom great reliance 
is unfortunately placed, that our circumstances as a na
tion being materially different from those of other nations, 
we require a totally different policy—and that however 
proper or necessary it may be for England or France, to 
encourage manufactures, sound policy dictates a different 
coarse far the United States. 

These positions are the reverse of truth, and, so far as 
they have had influence, have proved highly pernicious. 
W e are, on the contrary, more imperiously called on to 
encourage manufactures than most other nations, unless 
we are disposed wantonly to sacrifice the interests of a 
most important and numerous portion of our population, 
those farmers and planters who are remote from the sea
board. W e request a patient hearing while we offer our 
reasons. 

In a compact countrv, like England, where inland navi
gation is earned to such a wonderful extent, there are few 
parts of the kingdom that are not within one or two days 
carriage of the seaboard—and consequently their produc
tions can be transported to foreign markets at a moderate 
expense. Whereas a large portion of our agricultural citi
zens are from three hundred to a thousand miles distant 
from any seaport, and therefore almost wholly debarred 
from all foreign markets, especially at the present and all 
probable future prices. 

Flour has been forwarded to the Philadelphia market 
from Pittsburg, at a freight of four dollars per barrel. Some 
of it was probably brought to Pittsburg, from fifty to z 
hundred and fifty miles, at considerable expense. Deduct 
the expenses and profits of the Pittsburg merchants, from 
six or seven dollars, and in what a lamentable situation it 
!daces the farmer—how miserable a remuneration he has 
or his labour—and how *' dear he pays for the whistle," in 
buying his goods cheap in Hindostan, and depending on 
European markets for the sale of his productions! 
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The folly of thiB system is so extravagant, that it re
quires a little further notice. A farmer in the neighbour
hood of Pittsburg, sends his produce to that citv, whence 
it is conveyed to Philadelphia, three hundred miles by 
land—or to New-Orleans, two thousand miles by water. It 
is thence conveyed four thousand miles to Liverpool, from 
whence he receives his china, his delftware and his pottery. 
From the amount of his flour, as sold in England, all the 
expenses of transportation are to be deducted—and to the 
pnce of his china and other articles the expenses of the 
return voyage are to be added. W h a t a frightful view of 
the situation of a large portion of the people of the western 
country does this sketch exhibit.3 Is it difficult to account 
for the prostrate state of affairs in that part of the union, 
and under a government which, emanating more complete
ly from the mass of the people than any other that ever 
existed, might have been expected to have extended a 
more paternal care over its citizens than the world ever 
witnessed! 

It is therefore indubitable, that to the reasons for encou
raging manufactures, that exist in England and France, all 
of which apply here, is to be added a powerful one peculiar 
to the ;n vd States, arising from the distance between so 
large a portion of our territory and any seaport towns, as 
well as the immense distance from those towns to the pla
ces whence we draw our supplies. 

Let us suppose for a moment, that the western farmer, 
instead of purchasing his pottery and delftware in Eng
land, had in his own neighbourhood manufactories of those 
articles, whence he could procure them free of the enor
mous expenses of sea and land carriage, amounting in ma
ny instances to treble the first cost—and that in return he 
supplied the manufacturer, of whom he purchased them, 
with his wheat, and corn, arid other articles!—What a dif
ferent face that country would wear! What rapid strides 
it would then make in the career of prosperity!—What ad
ditional allurements it would hold out to emigrants! 

W e offer for reflection, fellow-citizens, an important 
fact, that sheds the strongest light on this theory. The set
tlement of Harmony in the western country, was conduct
ed on this plan. This little commonwealth depended wholly 
on itself for supplies. It had, to use the cogent language of 
Mr. Jefferson, " placed the manufacturer beside the agricul-
urist." W h a t was the consequence? The settlement made 
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a more rapid advance in wealth and prosperity than any 
equal body of men in the world at any period of time— 
more, in one year, than other parts of the United States, 
which depend on foreign markets for the sale of their pro
duce and the supply nf their wants, have done in ten. 

It is frequently stated, that as some of the cotton ma
nufacturers in the eastern states have prospered, the pro
tection to the manufacture is adequate. It this argumen, 
warranted the inference drawn from it, it would prove that 
the policy of Spain is sound, and fraught with wisdom; for 
notwithstanding the decay of that nation, there are in it 
many prosperous manufactures, which, from particular cir
cumstances, are, like some of those in the eastern states, 
enabled to struggle against foreign competition.—But the 
decay of so large a portion of the manufacturing esta
blishments in the middle and eastern states, notwithstand
ing the enterprise, large capital, and industry of the pro
prietors, is a full proof that there is not sufficient protec
tion to this important branch. 

Public attention has unfortunately been diverted from 
the real sources of our prostrate state, by certain trite com
mon places, re-echoed throughout the union,—that it is a 
time of general suffering—that distress and embarrass
ment pervade the whole civilized world-—that we are no 
worse than other nations—and that we cannot hope for an 
exemption from the common lot of mankind. 

This appears plausible—but will not stand the test of 
examination. It is not wonderful that the nations of Eu
rope, exhausted by a twenty years war—pillaged and 
plundered by hostile armies—with expensive governments 
and immense armies to support in time of peace—and 
groaning under the weight of enormous debts and grinding 
tithes and taxes, should be in a state of suffering. But there 
is no parallel between their situation and ours. Our short 
war, far from exhausting our resources, developed them. 
W e retired from it prosperous and glorious. Our fields are 
as fertile—our citizens as industrious and ingenious—our 
capacity for manufacturing as great as ever—and our taxes 
are comparatively insignificant. Our distresses cannot 
therefore be traced to the same source as theirs. They 
flow wholly from our own mistaken policy, which leads us 
to purchase abroad what we could produce at home—and, 
like thoughtless prodigals and spendthrifts, to incur debts 
beyond our utmost means of payment. 
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The restoration of peace, however, as might have been 
naturally expected, greatly affected our commerce, parti
cularly the carrying trade, of which the war had given us 
an inordinate share. A n immense capital, invested in com
merce, was thus rendered wholly unproductive, and, had 
manufactures been encouraged, as sound policy dictated, 
hundreds of our merchants, whose property has since 
wasted away, and who have been swallowed up in the vor
tex of bankruptcy, would, as was the case during the war, 
have transferred their talents, their industry, and their ca
pital to that department, to the advancement of their own 
interest and the general welfare; instead of a vain strug
gle in a branch which was so crowded, that it could not aT-
lord support to more than half the persons engaged in it. 
Those that remained in the mercantile profession, after 
such a transfer of a portion of its members to profitable 
employment of another description, might and probably 
would have prospered. And thus it is as clear as the noon
day sun, that an efficient protection of manufactures would 
have been highly advantageous to the merchants; although 
many of them, from taking a superficial view of the sub
ject, have been under an opposite impression, and have 
unfortunately been hostile to such protection. 

The advocates of the system of Adam Smith ought to be 
satisfied with the fatal experiment we have made of it. It 
is true, the demands of the treasury have not allowed us to 
proceed its full length, and to discard import duties altoge
ther. But if our manufactures are paralized, our manufac
turers ruined, and our country almost wholly drained of 
its metallic medium, to pay for foreign merchandize, not
withstanding the duties imposed for the purpose of reve
nue, it is perfectly reasonable to conclude, that Ihe destruc
tion would have been more rapid and complete, had those 
duties not existed. This we hope will he regarded as deci
sive; for if our woollen manufacture, for instance, protect
ed, as it is termed, by a duty of 27 1-2 per cent, has been 
more than one half destroyed, so that it was no longer an 
object to preserve the invaluable breed of Merino sheep, in 
which millions of dollars were invested, and of which the 
greater part have been destroyed, to the ruin of the pro
prietors, it cannot be doubted that without such duty, it 
would have been at once wholly annihilated, as our citi
zens would in that event have bi'en utterly unable to main
tain a struggle against foreign rivals. If argument were of 
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avail against the dazzling authority of great names, aue 
against ingrained, inveterate prejudice, this case would 
settle the question for ever. Where are now, we ask, the 
" collateral branches;' to which the thousands of our art
ists, mechanics, and manufacturers, " thrown out of their 
ordinary employment, and common method of subsistence, 
can '* easily transfer their industry."' as Dr. Smith asserts. 

Another part of Dr. r-mith's theory, is, that when a par
ticular branch of industry is destroyed by " the home mar
ket being suddenly laid open to the competition of foreign
ers" " the stock will still remain in the country, to employ 
an equal number of people in some other way." A n d there
fore " the capital of the country remaining the same, the de
mand for labour will still be the same, thuogh it maybe ex
erted in different places, and for different occupations."! 
These maxims are now fairly tested in the United States, 
as they have been for centuries in Spain. The cotton, 
woollen, pottery, glass, and various other manufactures, 
have been in a great measure suspended in the middle 
states, by " the home market being suddenly laid open to the 
competition of foreigners" at the close of the war. Is there 
a man who will venture to assert, that " the demand for 
labour is the same/" that " the stock remains the same?" or 
that it " employs an equal number of people in some other 
wag?" W e flatter ourselves that the most decided advo
cate of the doctor's system will admit, on calm reflection, 
that these maxims are utterly destitute of even the shadow 
of foundation. 

W e urge this point on the most sober and serious reflec
tion of our fellow-citizens. It is a vital one, on which the 
destinies of this nation depend. The freedom of commerce, 
wholly unrestrained by protecting duties and prohibitions, 
is the keystone of the so much extolled system of the doc
tor, which, though discarded, as we have stated, in almost 
every country in Europe, has, among our most enlightened 
citizens, numbers of ardent, zealous, and enthusiastic ad
mirers. W e havi- essayed it as far as our debt and the sup
port of our government would permit. W e have discarded 
prohibitions; and on the most important manufactured ar
ticles, wholly prohibited in some countries, and burdened 
with heavy prohibitory duties in others, our duties an* 
comparatively low, so as to afford no effectual protection 
• Weallli of Nalions, I. 320-30. | Ibid. 
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to the domestic manufacturer. Tlie fatal result is before the 
ivorld—and in every part of the union is strikingly per
ceptible. In addition to the example of Spain and Portu
gal, it holds out an awful beacon against the adoption of 
theories, which, however splendid and captivating on pa
per, are fraught with ruin when carried into practice. 

This is the basis on which Adam Smith's system rests, 
and being thus proved radically and incurably unsound, 
the whole fabric must crumble to ruins. 

There is one point of view in which if this subject be 
considered,the egregious errors of our system will be ma
nifest beyond contradiction. The policy we have pursued 
renders us dependent for our prosperity on the miseries 
and misfortunes of our fellow-creatures! Wars and fa
mines in Europe are the keystone on which we erect the 
edifice of our good fortune! The greater the extent of war, 
and the more dreadful the ravages of famine, in that quar
ter, the more prosperous we become! Peace and abundant 
crops there undermine our welfare! The misery of Europe 
ensures our prosperity—its happiness promotes our decay 
and prostration!! What an appalling idea! W h o can re
flect without regret on a system built upon such a wretched 
foundation! 

W h a t a contrast between this system and the one laid 
down with such ability by Alexander Hamilton, which we 
advocate. Light ana darkness are not more opposite to 
each other. His admirable system would render our pros
perity and happiness dependent wholly on ourselves. W e 
should have no cause to wish for the misery of our fellow 
men, in order to save us from the distress and embarrass
ment which at present pervades the nation. Our wants 
from Furope would, b* the adoption of it, be circumscribed 
within narrower limits, and our surplus raw materials be 
amply adequate to procure the necessary supplies. 

Submitting these important subjects to an enlightened 
community, and hoping they will experience a calm and 
unbiassed consideration, we ardently pray for such a re
sult as may tend to promote and perpetuate the honour, 
the happiness, and the real independence of our common 
country. 
We conclude with submitting to the legislature of the 
United States, on whose decision depends the perpetua
tion of existing distress, or the restoration of the country. 
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to that high grade of prosperity from which a fal*e policy 
has precipitated her, the following luminous maxims; viz. 

" The uniform appearance, of an abundance nf specie, as 
the concomitant of a flourishing state of manufactures, and 
of the reverse where they do not prevail, afford a strong pre
sumption of their favourable operation on the wealth of a 
eotntry.* 

* Considering a monopoly of the domestic market to itsown 
manufacturers, as the reigning policy of manufacturing na
tions, a similar policy, on the part of the United States, in 
every proper instance, is dictated, it might almost be said, by 
the principles of distributive justice; certainly by the duty 
Of endeavouring to secure their own citizens a reciprocity of 
advantages."! 
" The United States cannot exchange with Europe on 

equal terms."X 
" That trade is eminently bad w'-ich supplies Vie same 

goods as we /nanufacture ourselvesf especially, if we can 
make enough for our own consumption.^" 
* Hamilton's Works, vol I p. '217. f Hem, p. 225, 
f Idem, 186. § British Merchant, vol. I. p. 4, 
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Philadelphia, March 27, 1819. 

rXIF.NDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS, 

The Philadelphia Society for the Promotion of Nation
al Industry, respectfully solicit your attention to a few 
brief essays on topics of vital importance to your country, 
yourselves, and your posterity. They shall be addressed 
to your reason and understanding, without any attempt to 
bias your feelings by declamation. 

Political economy shall be the subject of these essays. 
In its broad and liberal sense, it may be fairly styled the 
science of promoting human happiness; than which a 
more noble subject cannot occupy the attention of m e n 
endowed with enlarged minds, or inspired by public spirit. 

It is to be regretted that this sublime science has not 
had adequate attention bestowed on it in this country. 
And unfortunately, so many contradictory systems aic in 
existence, that statesmen and legislators, disposed to dis
charge their duty conscientiously, and for that purpose 
to study the subject, are liable to be confused and distract
ed by the unceasing discordance in the views of the writers. 

It is happily, nevertheless, true, that its leading prin
ciples, which safely conduct to the important and benefi
cent results, that arc its ultimate object, are plain and 
clear; and, to be distinctly comprehended, and faithfully 
carried into effect, require 1:0 higher endowments than 
good sound sense and rectitude of intention. 

It is a melancholy feature in human affairs, that impru
dence and error often produce as copious a harvest of 
wretchedness as atixoiute wickedness Hence arises the 
imperious necessity, in a country where so many of our 
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citizens may aspire to the character of legislators and 
staiesmcn, of a more general study of this science, a tho
rough knowledge of which is so essential a requisite, 
among the qualifications for those important stations. 

T o remove all doubt on this point, we shall adduce, in 
the course of these essays, instances in which single errors 
of negotiators and legislators have entailed full as much, 
and in many cases more misery on nations, than the wild 
and destructive ambition of conquerors. Unless in some 
extraordinary instances, a sound policy, on the restoration 
of peace, heals the wounds inflicted by war. and restores 
a nation to its pristine state of ease and comfort. But 
numerous cases arc on record, wherein an article of a 
treaty, of ten or a dozen lines, or an impolitic or an unjust 
law, has germinated into the must ruinous consequences 
for a century. 

It is our intention, 
1. T o review the policy of some of those nations which 

have enjoyed a high degree of prosperity, with or without 
any extraordinary advantages from nature; and likewise of 
those whose prosperity had been blasted by fatuitous coun
sels, notwithstanding great natural blessings: 

2. T o examine the actual situation of our country, in 
order to ascertain whether we enjoy the advantages to 
which our happy form of government and local situation 
entitle us; and, if we do not, to investigate the causes to 
which the failure is owing: 

3. T o develop the true principles of political economy, 
suited to our situation and circumstances, and calculated 
to produce the greatest sum of happiness throughout the 
wide expanse of our territory. 

In this arduous undertaking, we request a patient and 
candid hearing from our fellow-citizens. W e fondly hope 
for success; but if disappointed, wc shall have the conso
lation of having endeavoured to discharge a duty every 
good citizen owes to the country which protects him; the 
duly of contributing his efforts lo advance its interest and 
happiness. 

A s a preliminary step, wc propose to establish the ut
ter fallacy of some maxims, supported by the authority 
of the name of A d a m Smith, author of T h e Wealth of 
Nations, but pregnant with certain ruin to any nation by 
which they may be carried into operation. This course 
is prescribed to us by the circumstance, that the influence 
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of these maxims has been sensibly felt in our councils and 
has deeply affected our prosperity. 

This writer stands so pre-eminent in the estimation of 
a large portion of Christendom, as the delphic Oracle of 
political economy, and there is such a magic in his name, 
that it requires great hardihood to encounter him, and a 
high degree of good fortune to obuin a fair and patient 
hearing for the discussion. 

But at this enlightened period w e trust our citizens will 
scorn to surrender their reason into the guidance of any 
authority whatever. W h e n a position is presented to the 
mind, the question ought to be, not who delivered it, but 
what is its nature? and, how is it supported by reason and 
c o m m o n sense, and especially by fact? A theory, how 
plausible soever, and however propped up by a bead-roll 
of great names, ought to be regarded with suspicion, if un
supported by fact—but if contrary to established fact, it 
ought to be unhesitatingly rejected. This course of pro
cedure is strongly recommended by the decisive fact, that, 
in the long catalogue of wild, ridiculous and absurd theo
ries on morals, religion, politics or science, which have 
had their reign among mankind, there is hardly one that 
has not reckoned among its partisans, m e n of the highest 
celebrity.*' And in the present instance, the most cogent 
and conclusive facts bear testimony against the political 
economist, great as is his reputation. 

W e hope, therefore, that our readers will bring to this 
discussion, minds wholly liberated from th< fascination of 
the name of the writer whose opinions w e undertake to 
combat, and a determination to weigh the evidence in the 
scales of reason, not those of prejudice. 

In order to render Dr. Smith full justice, and to rc-
* Montesquieu, whose reputation was ns great as that of Dr. 
Smith, and whose Spirit of Lawn has had as extensive a currency 
as the Wealth of Nations, held the absurd idea, which remaiocd 
uneoDtroverted for half a century, that the habits, manners and 
customs, and even the virtues and vices of nations, were iu a great 
measure governed by climate, whence it would result that a tolera
ble idea might be formed of those important features of national 
character, by consulting maps, and ascertaining latitudes and 
longitudes! Bacon studied judicial astrology! All the great men 
of his day believed in magic and witchcraft! Johnson had full 
faith in the story of the Cock lane-Ghost! So much for great 
names, 
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move all ground for cavil, wc state his propositions at 
length, and in his own language. 
*• T o give the monopoly of the home market to the 

produce of domestic industry, in any particular art or 
manufacture, is in some measure to direct private people 
in what manner they ought to employ their capitals; and 
must, in almost all cases, be either a useless or a hurtful 
regulation. If the domestic produce can be brought there 
as 'hc.ip as that of foreign industry, the regulation is evi
dently useless. If it cannot, it must generally be hurtful. 

" It is the maxim of every prudent master of a family, 
never to attempt to make at home what it will cost him 
more to make than to buy. The tailor does not attempt 
to make his own shoes, but buys them of the shoemaker. 
The shoemaker docs not attempt to make his own clothes, 
but employs a taylor. The farmer neither attempts to 
make one nor the other, but employs those different arti
ficers. All of them find it for their interest to employ 
their whole industry in a way in which they have some 
advantage over their neighbours; and to purchase, with a 
part of its produce, or, what is the same thing, with the 
price of a part of it, whatever else they have occasion for. 

" That which is prudence in the conduct of every pri
vate family, can scarcely be folly in that of a great king
dom- If a foreign country can supply us with a commo
dity cheaper than we ourselves can make it, better buy it 
from them, with some part of the produce of our country, 
employed in a way in which we have some advantage. 

" T h e general industry of the country being in propor
tion to the capital which employs it, will not thereby be 
diminished, any more than that of the above-mentioned 
artificers; but only left to find out the way in which it can 
be employed with the greatest advantage. It is not so 
employed, when directed to an object which it can buy 
cheaper than it can make. The value of its annual pro
duce is certainly more or less diminished, when it is thus 
turned away from producing commodities evidently of 
more value than the commodity which it is directed to 
produce. According to the supposition, that commodity 
could he purchased from foreign countries cheaper than it 
can be made at home. It could, therefore have been 
purchased with part only of the commodities, or, what is 
the same thing, with a part only of the price of the com
modities, which the industry employed by an equal capi-
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tal would have produced at home, had it been left to pur
sue its natural course.'*' 

There is in the subordinate parts of this passage m u c h 
sophistry and unsound reasoning, which wc may examine 
on a future occasion; and there is likewise, as in all the 
rest of the doctor's work, a large proportion of verbiage, 
which is admirably calculated to embarrass and confound 
common understandings, and prevent their forming a cor
rect decision. But, stripped of this verbiage, and brought 
naked and unsophisticated to the eye of reason, the main 
proposition which we at present combat, and to which we 
here confine ourselves, is, that, 

" If a foreign country can supply us with a commodity 
cheaper than wc ourselves can make ii, better buy of them, 
with some part of the produce of our own industry, cm-
ployed in a way in which wc have sonic advantage." 

The only rational mode of testing the correctness of 
any maxim or principle is, lo examine what have been its 
effects where it has been carried into operation, and 
what would be its effects in any given case where it might 
be applied. This is the plan wc shall pursue in this in
vestigation. 

Great Britain affords a felicitous instance for our pur
pose. Let us examine what effect the adoption of this 
maxim would produce on her happiness and prosperity. 

There are above a million of people, of both sexes and 
of all ages, employed in that country, iu the woollen and 
cotton manufactures.f By their industry in these branches, 
they make for themselves and families a comfortable sub
sistence. They afford a large and steady market for the 
productions of the earth, giving suppoit to, probably, at 
least a million of persons engaged in agriculture; and 
moreover, enrich the nation by bringing into it wealth 
from nearly all pans of the earth. The immense sums 
of money they thus introduce into their native country af
ford means of employment, and ensure happiness to mil
lions of other subjects—and thus, like the circles made 
• Wealth of Nations, vol. i. p. 319. 

\ Dr. Seybcrt stales, that in 1809, there were 800,000 persons 
in Great Britain engaged in the cotton manufacture alone. It has since increased considerably. It is, therefore, probable that the two branches employ at least 1,300,000 persons Statistics, p. 9-2. B 2 
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on the surface of the stream by the central pebble thrown 
in, the range of happiness is extended so wide as to em
brace the whole community. 

From this cheering pronect, let us turn the startled eye 
to the masses of misery/vftiich Dr. Smith's system would 
produce; and we shall then behold a hideous contrast, 
which, we trust, escaped the doctor's attention; for the 
acknowledged goodness and benevolence of his character, 
will not allow us to believe that he would have been the 
apostle of sucli a pernicious doctrine, had he attended to 
its results. W e fondly hope, that, like many other vision
ary men, he was so deeply engaged in the fabrication of a 
refined theory, that he did not arrest his progress to weigh 
its awful consequences. 

The East Indies could at all limes, until the recent im
provements in machinery, have furnished cotton goods at 
a lower rate than they could be manufactured in England, 
which had no other means of protecting her domestic in
dustry, but by a total prohibition of the rival fabrics. Let 
us suppose that Trance, where labour and expenses are 
much lower than in England, lias possessed herself of 
machinery, and is thus enabled to sell woollen goods at 
half, o:- three-fourths, or seven-eighths of the price of the 
English rival commodities. Suppose, further, that arti
cles manufactured of leather arc procurable in South 
America, and iron wares in Sweden, below the rates in 
England. Then, if the statesmen of the lasi nation were 
disciples of A d a m Smith, as •' foreign countries can sup
ply ihcm with those commodities cheaper than they them
selves can make them," they must, according to the doc
tor, li buy from them with some part of the produce of 
their own counlr**," and accordingly open their ports 
freely to those various articles, from these four particular 
nations. W h o can contemplate the result without horror? 
W h a t a wide spread scene of ruin and desolation would 
take place? The wealth of the country would be swept 
away, to enrich foreign, and probably hostile nations, which 
might) at no distant period, make use of the riches and 
strength thus fatuitously placed in their hands, to enslave 
the people who had destroyed themselves by following 
such baneful counsels. The labouring and industrious 
classes would he at once bereft of employment; reduced 
to a degrading state of dependence and mendicity; and, 
through the force of misery and distress driven to prey 
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upon each other, and upon the rest of the community. 
The middle classes of society would partake of the dis
tress of the lower, and the sources of the revenues of the 
higher orders be dried up.* And all this terrific scene 
of wo, arid wretchedness, and depravity, is to be produced 
for the grand purpose of procuring broad-cloth, and mus
lins, and shoes, and iron ware, in remote parts of the earth, 
a few shillings per yard, or piece, or pound, cheaper than 
at home! The manufacturers of Bombay, and Calcutta, 
and Paris, and Lyons, and Stockholm, are to he fed, and 
clothed, and fostered by English wealth, while those of 
England, whom it ought to nourish and protect, arc ex
pelled from their workshops, and driven to seek support 
from the overseers of the poor. W e trust this will not be 
thought a fancy sketch! Such a view of it would be an 
extravagant error. It is sober, serious reality; and puts 
down for ever this plausible, but ruinous theory. Ponder 
well on it, fellow citizens. 

Let us suppose another strong case. The cotton pro
duced iu this country, amounts, probably, to 40 millions.of 
dollars annually.t W c will suppose the minimum ol the 
price, at which it can be sold, to pay for the labour and in
terest on the capital employed in its culture, to be 12 
cents per pound. W c will further suppuse, that the 
southern provinces of Spanish America have established 
their independence, and are able to supply us with this 
valuable raw material at the rate of ten cents. Ought wc, 
for the sake of saving a few cents per pound, to destroy 
the prospects, and ruin the estates of nearly 800,000 in-
habitavs of the southern states—to paralizc a culture so 
immensely advantageous, and producing so large a fund 
of wealth, and strength and happiness? Should wc, for 
such a paltry consideration, run the risk of consequences 
which cannot be regarded without awe, and which could 
not fail eventually to involve in ruin, even those who might 
appear in the first instance to profit by the adoption of the 
system? 

It may be well worth while to proceed a step further, 
and take the case of a nation able to supply us fully and 
completely with wheat and other grain at a lower rale than 
our farmers can furnish them. Thus then we should find 
* No small portion of tins picture is rapidly realizing in this 
counlry. f Tench Coxe. 
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ourselves pursuing Adam Smith's sublime system; buy
ing cheap bargains of wheat or flour from one nation, cot
ton from another, hardware from a third; and, to pursue 
the system throughout, woollen, and cotton, and linen 
goods from others; while our country was rapidly impo
verishing of its wealth, its industry paralized, the labour
ing part of our citizens reduced to beggary, and the farm
ers, planters, and manufacturers, involved in one common 
mass of ruin. The picture demands the most sober, se
rious attention of the farmers and planters of the United 
States. 

It may be asserted, that the supposition of our country 
being fully supplied with cotton and grain, by foreign na
tions, is so improbable, as not to be admissible even by 
way of argument. This is a most egregious error; our 
supposition, so far as it respects cotton, is in " the full tide 
of successful experiment." That article, to a great 
amount, is even at present imported from Bengal, and sold 
at a price so far below our own, (difference of quality con
sidered) that our manufacturers find the purchase eligible. 
Let it be considered, that in 1789, doubts were entertained 
whether cotton could be cultivated in the United States;* 
that in the year 1794, there were exported from this 
country, of foreign and domestic cotton, only seven thou
sand bags;t and yet, that in 1818, the amount exported 
was above ninety-two millions of pounds. N o man can be 
so far misled as to suppose that Heaven has given us any 
exclusive monopoly of the soil and climate calculated for 
such extraordinary and almost incredible advances. The 
rapid strides we have made, may be also made by other 
nations. Cotton is said to be shipped at Bombay for three 
pence sterling per lb.; and therefore, setting South \ merica 
wholly out of the question, it can hardly be doubted, from 
the spirit with which the culture of that plant is prose
cuted in the East Indies, and the certainty that the seeds 
of our best species have been carried there, that in a few 
years that country will be able, provided A d a m Smith's 
theory continues to be acted upon here, to expel our plan
ters from their own markets, after having driven them 
from those of Europe. It is not, therefore, hazarding much 
to assert, that the time cannot be very remote, when 
southern cotton industry will be compelled to supplicate 
* Sejrbert't Statistics. f Idem, p. 91. 
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congress for that legislative protection, for which the 
manufacturing industry of the rest of the union has so 
earnestly implored that hody in vain; and which, had it 
been adequately afforded, would have saved from ruin 
numerous manufacturing establishments, and invaluable 
machinery, which cost millions of dollars—now a dead and 
irreparable loss to the enterprising proprietors. Had these 
establishments been preserved, and duly protected, they 
would have greatly lessened our ruinously unfavourable 
balance of trade, and of course prevented that pernicious 
drain of specie, which has over-spread the face of our 
country with distress, and clouded (we trust only tempo
rarily) as fair prospects as ever dawned on any nation.* 

W e have given a slight sketch of the effects the adop
tion of this system would produce in England and the 
United States, if carried into complete operation; and also 
glanced at the consequences its partial operation has al
ready produced here. W e now proceed to take a cursory 
view (reserving detail for a future occasion) of its lamen
table results in Spain and Portugal, where the statesmen 
* This view may appear too gloomy. Would to heaven it were! 
A cursory glance at some of the great interests of the United 
States will settle the question. Cotton, the chief staple of the 
country, is falliog, and not likely to rise: as the immense quanti
ties from the East Indies have glutted the English market, which 
regulates the price in ours. Affair* in the western country, on 
which so many of our importers depend, arc to the last degree- un
promising. The importers, of course, have the most dreary and 
sickening prospects before them. They are deeply in debt, their 
resource!* almost altogether suspended, and a large proportion ul
timately precarious. Commerce and navigation languish every 
where, except to the East ladies, the most ruinous branch we 
can-y on. Further, notwithstanding nearly eight millions of specie 
were imported by the Bank of the I States at a heavy expense, 
in about one year, so great has been the drain, that Ihe banks are 
generally so slenderly provided, as toexciteserious uneasiness. W e 
are heavily indebted to Eogland, after having remitted immense 
quantities of government and bank stock, whereby we shall be laid 
under a heavy and perpetual annual tax for interest. Our manu
factures are in general drooping, and some of them are one-half 
or two-thirds suspended. Our cities present the distressing view 
of immense numbers of useful artizans, mechanics, and manufac
turers, willing to work, but unable to procure employment- W e 
might proceed with the picture to a great extent; but presume 
enough has been stated to satisfy the mo-t incredulous, that the positions in the text are by no means exaggerated. 
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arc disciples of Adam Smith, and where the theory which 
now goes under the sanction of his name has been in ope
ration for centuries. As " foreign countries can supply 
them with commodities cheaper than they themselves can 
m a k e them," they therefore consider it " better to buy 
from them, with some part of the produce of their own 
•ountry." 

Fellow citizens, consider the forlorn and desperate stale 
of those countries, notwithstanding the choicest blessings 
of nature have been bestowed on them with lavish hand; 
industry paralized, and the enormous floods of wealth, 
drawn from their colonies, answering noother purpose but 
to foster and encourage the industry, and promote the 
happiness of rival nations; and a!) obviously and undenia
bly the result of the system of « buying goods where they 
are to be had chea/icst," to the neglect and destruction of 
their domestic industry. With such awful beacons before 
your eyes, can you contemplate the desolating effects of 
the system in those two countries, without deep regret, 
that so many of our citizens, and some of them in high and 
elevated stations, advocate its universal adoption here, and 
are so far enamoured of Dr. Smith's theory that they re
gard as a species of l«*re*y the irlea of appealing to any 
other authority, on the all-important and vital point of the 
political economy of nations! 

T o avoid prolixity, wc are obliged to postpone the con
sideration of other positions of Dr. Smith on this subject; 
and shall conclude with a statement of those maxims of 
political economy, the soundness of which is established by 
the experience of the wisest as well as the most fatuitous 
nations of the earth. 

I. Industry is the only sure foundation of national vir
tue, happiness, and greatness: and, in all its useful shapes 
and forms, has an imperious claim on governmental pro
tection. 

2. N o nation ever prospered to the extent of which it 
was susceptible, without due protection of domestic in
dustry. 

3. Throughout the world, in all ages, wherever industry 
has been duly encouraged, mankind have been uniformly 
industrious. 

4. Nations, like individuals, are in a career of ruin when 
tbeir expenditures exceed their income. 

5. Whenever nations are in this situation, it is the impc-
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rious duty of their rulers to apply such remedies, to cor
rect the evil, as the nature of fie case may require. 

6. There are few, if any, political evils, to which a wise 
legislature, untrammelled in its deliberations and deci
sions, cannot apply an adequate remedy. 

7. T h e cases of Spain, Portugal, and Italy, prove be
yond controversy, that no natural advantages, how great 
or abundant soever, will counteract the baleful effects of 
unsound systems of policy; and those of Venice, Genoa, 
Switzerland, Holland, and Scotland, equally prove, that no 
natural disadvantages arc insuperable by sound policy. 

8. Free government is not happiness. It is only the 
means, but, wisely employed, is the certain means of in
suring happiness. 

9. The interests of agriculture, manufactures, and com
merce, are so inseparably connected, that any serious in
jury suffered by one of them must materially affect the 
others. 

10. The home market for the productions of the earth 
and manufactures, is of more importance than all the for
eign ones, even in countries which carry on an immense 
foreign commerce. 

11. It is impossible for a nation, possessed of immense 
natural advantages, in endless diversity of soil and climate 
—in productions of inestimable value—in the energy and 
enterprize of its inhabitants—and unshackled by an op
pressive debt—to suffer any great or general distress, in 
its agriculture, commerce, or manufactures, (war, fa
mines, pestilence and calamities of seasons excepted) un
less there be vital and radical errors in its system of poli
tical economy. 

N O . IF. 

Philadelphia, Afiril 7, 1819. 
D r . Smith's maxim, discussed in our first number„in-

evitably involves in its consequences, as we have proved, ihe 
destruction of those manufacturing establishments, which 
produce articles that can be purchased " cheaper abroad 
than they can be made at home;" and its necessary result 
is, to deprive those engaged in them of employment. The 
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doctor, after having inflicted a deadly wound by this 
maxim, undertakes to provide a sovereign and infallible 
remedy for the evil, which, tn do him and his system jus
tice, we shall exhibit in his own words:—It remains to 
examine how far the prescription applies a remedy to the 
evil. 

I. « Though a number of people should, by restoring 
the freedom of trade, be thrown all at once out of their or
dinary employment, and common method of subsistence, it 
would by no means follow, that they would thereby be de
prived either of employment or subsistence."* 

II. " T o the greater part of manufactures, there are 
other collateral manufactures of so familiar a nature, that 
a workman can easily transfer M s industry from one to 
the other. 

III. " The greater part of such workmen, too, arc oc
casionally employed in country labour. 

IV. " The stock, which employed them in a particular 
manufacture before, will still remain in the country, to 
employ an equal number of people in some other way. 

V- " The capital of the country remaining thr aame, the 
demand for labour will still be the same, though it may be 
exerted in different places, and for different occupations.t" 

Here are five distinct propositions, more clear and plain 
than Dr. Smith's usually are; but, as we hope to make 
appear, all highly erroneous, calculated to lead those 
statesmen astray, who square their system by them, and 
pregnant with ruin to those nations which may be unfor-
tunaie enough to carry them into operation. 

The main point is the facility of " transferring industry" 
from one branch to a " collateral manfuacture" All the 
rest are but subsidiary to, or explanatory 01 this fallacious 
assumption. 

T w o questions arise here, both important, ard both de
manding affirmative answers, in order to support the doc
tor's hypothesis. 

I. Arc there such " collateral manufactures" as he as
sumes, in which men, bereft of employment in ihose de
partments of manufacture, which arc to be destroyed by 
the doctor's grand and captivating idea of" restoring the 
freedom of commerce " may " transfer iheir industry?" 

It may be conceded, that there is an affinity Between the 
" Wealth of Nations, Hartford, 1818,1. 349. f Idem. 330. 
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weaving of cotton and woollen, and a few other manufac
tures. But this cannot by any means answer the doctor's 
purpose. W h e r e will he, orany of his disciples, find " col
lateral manufactures" to employ printers, coach-makers, 
watch-makers, shoe-makers, hatters, paper-makers, book
binders, engravers, letter-founders, chandlers, saddlers, 
silver-platers, jewellers, smiths, cabinet-makers, stone
cutters, glass-makers, brewers, tobacconists, pollers, wire-
drawers, tanners, curriers, dyers, rope-makers, brick-
makers, plumbers, chair-makers, glovers, umbrella-
makers, embroiderers, calico-printers, paper-stainers, en
gine-makers, turners, wheel-rights, and the great variety 
of other aitists and manufacturers? There is no such af
finity as he has presumed. And it may be asserted, with
out scruple, that if, by what the doctor speciously styles 
" restoring the freedom of trade," five hundred, or a thou
sand, or ten thousand hatiers, shoe-makers, printers, or 
chandlers, are *' thrown out of their ordinary employment," 
there is no "collateral manufacture of so familiar a na
ture" that they " can easily transfer their industry from 
one to another," 

W c state a case, plain and clear. W e will suppose five 
hundred workmen, and a capital of five hundred thousand 
dollars, employed in the manufacture of watches, coaches, 
and silverplate; and that Switzerland, or Paris, or London, 
fills our markets at such ra'cs as to overwhelm at once 
all competition, and suppress the manufactories. W h e r e 
arc the " collateral manufactures," to receive those op
pressed and forlorn workmen, whose prospects, and those 
of their families, are thus blasted? Arc they to become 
hatters, or shoemakers, or tailors, or saddlers, or weavers 
or smiths, or carpenters? Is there a man who can per 
suade himself into the belief of such an order of things:' 
Is there a man who can persuade himself, that " the ge--
ral industry of the country will not thereby be diminished?" 
No: and it is a matter of inexpressible astonishment, that 
such an idea could have ever been hazarded, in a 3obcr 
and serious book, which has been so long regarded as a 
guide to statesmen and legislators. It will not stand the 
test of a moment's investigation. As well might we sup 
pose, that, on shutting up the courts of justice, and ex 
pelling the whole corps of lawyers, they might at once 
commence the medical profession, without any previous 
study, as that hatters, or tailors, or shoemakers, or weav-

o 
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ers, or watch-makers, or printers, whom the grand system 
of" purchasing commodities cheap," and the equally grand 
system of " restoring the freedom of commerce," might 
bereave of employment, should find those " collateral ma
nufactures" which Dr. Smith has so kindly provided for 
them. 

W e explicitly declare, that wc are far from charging 
the doctor with an intention to mislead or deceive. W e 
believe him, like many other theorists, to have been duped 
by his own system. But be this as it may, we trust it will 
appear that a more decepiious ground never was assumed. 
W e use strong and unequivocal language; as the political 
heresy wc combat is of the most pernicious tendency; is 
supported hy the most imposing and formidable name in 
the whole range of political science; and ranks among its 
disciples a large portion of those of our citizens whose 
situations as legislators of the Union and of the several 
slates, render their errors on this vital point pregnant 
with the most dcstruciive and ruinous consequences. 

II. Suppose every branch of manufactures, without ex
ception, to have some " collateral manufacture:" can 
those who are devested of employment by " restoring the 
freedom of trade " " transfer their industry" so " easily" 
as Dr. Smith supposes? 

W e answer distinctly, No: or, at all events, on so small 
a scale, as to be unworthy of notice, in discussions invol
ving the best interests and the happiness of nations. T o 
test the correctness of this opinion, let it be observed, 
that, in manufacturing countries, all the departments are 
generally full, and not only full, but there are almost always 
supernumeraries in abundance: and therefore, had ibese 
« collateral manufactories" really existed to the full ex
tent ihe doctor's theory would require, and noi been 
"fancy sketches," derived from his fertile imagination, 
there would be no vacancy, to which the objects of the 
doctor's care could " transfer their industry." 

Although this appears so plain and palpable, as not to 
admit contradiction or dispute, yet, on a point of such 
magnitude, it cannot be time ill-spent, to illustrate it by 
example. 

There are very few branches between which there is 
so much affinity as the cotton and woollen. And if the doc
tor's theory would ever stand the ordeal of examination, 
it would be in the case of these two « collateral manufac-
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tures." Suppose, then, that, by the introduction of East 
India muslins, four or five hundred thousand persons, 
(about one-half of the whole number engaged in the cot
ton manufacture) in England, are at once thrown out of 
employment Can any man be led lo believe, that they 
could find a vacuum in the " collateral" woollen manufac
ture" to which " they could easily transf r their industry?" 
Fatuity alone could harbour the supposition. They would 
find all the places full and overflowing. 

But ihe strongest argument against the doctor's " col
lateral manufactures " and " tranafera of induatry,*' re
mains. He obviously did not calculate the results of his 
own system, nor take into consideration, lhat, to give it 
free operation, its pernicious effect would not be confined 
to one or two branches of industry. It would extend to 
the whole body. The flood of importation would bear 
down in one mass of ruin, all those articles within his 
description of being "purchased cheaper elsewhere." 
What then becomes of his " collateral manufactures?" 
and " transjers of industry," and " employment of capital,'' 
and all those elegant, sounding phrases, with which he 
rounds off his paragraphs? Arc they not swept away, 
" like the baseless fabric of a vision," not leaving " a trace 
behind?" 

The doctor with great gravity informs us, that" the 
greater part of such workmen are occasionally employed 
in country labour." This is mosi extravagantly errone
ous; for of all the manufacturers in England or any other 
country, there is not probably one in five,.that has ever 
been in his life twelve months at " country labour." Their 
habits and manners wholly incapacitate them for that 
kind of employment. A jeweller, a watchmaker, a hat
ter, a shoemaker, or a weaver, would be almost as unfit 
for " country labour," as a ploughman, or a gardener, or 
a shepherd, to make hais or coats. 

But suppose for a moment, through courtesy, wc ad
mit with Dr. Smith, that all iliese different manufacturers 
are so much accustomed to " country labour,'' as to be 
adepts at it, what inference is to be drawn from the ad
mission? Did the doctor believe, did he intend the world 
to believe, or does there live a man who can believe, that 
when, by the grand project of " restoring the freedom of 
trade," and " buying commodities from foreign countries," 
which can supply us with them " cheaper than we our-
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selvea can make them" thousands and tens of thousands 
of people arc " all at once thrown out of their ordinary 
employment, and common meant of subsistance," they can 
find employment at " country labour?" However extra
vagant and childish the idea is, the doctor must have 
meant this, or the words were introduced without any 
meaning whatever. 

But it is well known, that except in harvest time, 
there is in the country no want of auxiliaries. The per
sons attached to farms are generally, at all other seasons, 
amply adequate to execute all the " country labour" that 
is necessary. 

Dr. Smith, in order to prove the impropriety of those 
laws whereby rival manufactures are wholly excluded, 
observes, 

" If the domestic produce can be brought there as cheap, 
the regulation is evidently useless. If it cannot, it is evi
dently hurtful."' 

This passage Is ambiguous, and written in a style very 
different from that usual with Dr. Smith, who is as la
vish of words as any writer in the English language, and 
equally lavish of explanations and amplifications. But 
here he falls into the contrary extreme. H e does not con
descend to give us the reason for those assertions. H e 
leaves the reader to divine why " the regulation is use
less?" why " hurfful?" W e must, therefore, endeavour 
to explore the meaning. It appears to be, if we under
stand the first sentence of this maxim, that "all restric
tions or regulations," in favour of domestic industry, to 
the exclusion of rival manufactures, are " useless,'' if ihe 
articles can be made at home as cheap" as the imported 
ones; because in that case the domestic manufacturer is 
secure from injury by the competition. 

This is extravagantly erroneous. Suppose our woollen 
manufacturers sell their best broadcloth at eight dollars 
per yard, and that foreign broadcloth to an immense 
amount is imported " as cheap." Is it not obvious, that 
the glut in the market, and the ardent competition be
tween the two parties, would produce the effect which 
such a state of things has never failed to produce, that is, 
a reduction of the price below the minimum at which the 
manufacturer could support himself by his labours, and 
that he would therefore be ruined? 
» Wealth of Nations, I. 316. 
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We now proceed to consider the last proposition:— 
'* The capital of the country remaining the same, the 

demand far labour will still be the same, though it be ex
erted in different places, and in different occupations."' 

T o prove the extreme fallacy of this position, we will 
take the case of any particular branch, in which there are 
one hundred master manufacturers, each worth ten thou
sand dollars, forming together, " a capital," of one mil
lion, whose business is destroyed by the " restoration of 
the freedom of commerce " and " the purchase of articteg 
from abroad cheaper than we ourselves can make them." 

It is well known that the property of manufacturers ge
nerally consists in buildings for their works, machinery, 
raw materials, manufactured goods, and outstanding debts. 
The result of " M e restoration of the freedom of com
merce," on Dr. Smith's plan, would be to reduce the va
lue of the four first items, from twenty to fifty pur cent, 
and to bankrupt a large proportion of the proprietors. 

A s this is a point of considerable importance, we shall 
take a single instance, which is always more easily com
prehended than a number, and yet affords as clear an il
lustration. 
W e will suppose the case of a tanner, worth thirty 

thousand dollars; of which his various vats, buildings, 
and tools amount to ten thousand; his hides and leather, 
ten thousand; and his outstanding debts, an equal sum. 
By the inundation of foreign leather, sold, we will sup
pose, at half price, he is unable to carry on his business, 
which sinks the value of his vats and buildings three 
fourths, and of his stock one-half. At once, his fortune 
is reduced twelve thousand five hundred dollars: and thus, 
with a diminished capital and broken heart, perhaps in 
his old age, he has to go in quest of, but will not find, a 
" collateral manufacture " to employ that diminished ca
pital. Analogous cases without number would occur, by 
the doctor's system of" restoring the freedom of trade:" 
and let us add, as we can with perfect truth, and wc hope 
it will sink deep into the minds of the citizens of the Uni
ted States, that throughout this country there are number
less cases equally strong, which no man of sound mind 
and heart can regard without the deepest sympathy for 
the ill-fated sufferers, and regret at the mistaken policy 
which produced such a state of things* 

* Wealth of Nations, I. 330. c 3 
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It therefore irresistibly follows, that Dr. Smith's idea, 
that " the capital of the country will be the same," after 
the destruction of any branch of manufacture, is to the 
last degree unsound: and, of course, that the superstruc
ture built on it partakes of its fallacy. 

The doctor gravely informs us, " The tailor does not 
make his own shoes, but buys them of the shoemaker. The 
shoemaker does not attempt to make his own clothes but 
employs a tailor."* And he adds farther, 
" By means of glasses, hot-beds, and hot-walls, very 

good grapes can be raised in Scotland, and very good 
wine too can be made of them, at about thirty times the 
expense for which at least equally good can be brought 
from foreign countries. Would it be a reasonable law to 
prohibit the importation of all foreign wines, merely to 
encourage the making of Claret and Burgundy in Scot
land?", 

From these positions, to which no man can refuse as
sent, he deduces the specious, but delusory maxim of 
" restoring the freedom of trade," which, in fact and in 
truth, is nothing more nor less than impoverishing a na
tion, and sacrificing its domestic industry at the shrine 
of avarice, in order to purchase goods " cheaper than 
they can be jnade at home." 

But by what process of sound reasoning does it follow, 
because the shoemaker will not become a tailor, or the 
tailor a shoemaker; or because it would be folly and mad
ness to exclude foreign wines, in order to introduce the 
culture of the vine into Scotland, a country wholly unfit 
for that object; that therefore thousands of men, employ
ed in useful branches of business, diffusing happiness 
among tens of thousands of workmen and their numerous 
families, and enriching their country, are to have their 
usefulness destroyed, their prospects blasted, their work
men with their families reduced to distress, and the coun
try exposed to a ruinous drain of specie? 

These maxims are the basis on which a large portion, 
indeed the most important part of Dr. Smith's work, de
pends. If the basis be solid and impregnable, the fabric 
will stand firm: but if the foundation be sandy, the super
structure will crumble into ruins. W c trust wc have fully 
proved that the foundation is thus sandy; and that the nc-
* Wealth of Nations, I. 320 f Idem, 320 
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ccssary and inevitable consequence follows, that the theory 
itself is wholly untenable and pernicious. 

With one more extract, we shall conclude this review; 
" That foreign trade enriched the country, experience 

demonstrated to the nobles and country gentlemen, as 
well as to the merchants; but, how, or in what manner, 
none of them knew.' The merchants knew perfectly in 
what manner it enriched themselves. It was their busi
ness to know it. But to know in what manner it enriched 
the country, was no part of their business! The subject 
never came into their consideration, but when they had 
occasion to apply to their country for some change in the 
laws respecting foreign trade."' 

It is hardly possible to conceive of a passage more ab
surd or erroneous than this. 1'hat " the nobles, and gen
tlemen,and merchants," were ignorant " how foreign trade 
enriched their country," is almost too ludicrous to be as
sailed by argument, and is a strong instance of the deli
rium, in which enthusiastic theorists are liable to be in
volved, by the ignis fatuus of their visionary views. Can 
there be found a man, in the wide extent of the United 
Slates, to believe that sir Joshua Gee, Josiah Child, The
odore Janssen, Charles King, Thomas Willing, Kobert 
Morris, George Clymer, Thomas Fitzsimons, Govcrneur 
and Kcmblc, and the thousands of other merchants, of 
equal mind, who have flourished in Great Britain and this 
country, were ignorant " in what manner foreign commerce 
enriched a country," without the aid of the Wealth of 
Nations? It is impossible. Take any man of sound 
mind, who has followed the plough, or driven the shuttle, 
or made shoes all his life, and clearly stale ihe operations 
of trade to him, and he will rationally account for the 
" manner in which foreign trade enriches a country." In
deed a merchant's apprentice of six mouths standing, 
could not mistake " the manner." Any one of them would 
at once pronounce, that foreign trade enriches a country, 
exactly as farmers, planters, or manufacturers are enrich
ed; that is, by the very simple process of selling more than 
they buy. N o nation ever was, none will ever be enrich
ed in any other way. And it is unaccountable that Dr. 
Smith should have supposed that it was reserved for him 
to make the grand discovery. The principle was well 
* Wealth of Nations, I. 303. 
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understood by the merchants of Tyre, 3000 years before 
A d a m Smith was born. And if Spain be one of the most 
forlorn and wretched countries in Europe, it has not arisen 
from ignorance of the true principles of political econo
my, but from neglecting them, as well as the counsels of 
her wisest statesmen. Ustariz, who flourished about a 
hundred years since, in that ill-Tatcd and impoverished 
country, has ably developed the grand principles of that 
noble science, in a system as far superior to Dr. Smith's 
as the constitution of the United States is superior to the 
form of government of Spain. 

NO. III. 

Philadelphia, April 12, 1819. 
W e proceed to take a view of that portion of the sys

tem of political economy pursued in England, which re
gards the protection of her manufacturing industry, and 
which has elevated that country to a degree of wealth, 
power, and influence, far beyond what her population or 
natural resources would entitle her to. This part of her 
system displays profound policy and wisdom, and may 
with safety be taken as a pattern by other nations, with 
such variations as particular circumstances may require. 
W e do not pretend that it is altogether perfect; nothing 
human ever deserved this character. But that it has more 
excellence than, and as little imperfection as, that of any 
other nation in ancient or modern times, can hardly be 
questioned. T h e nearer any nation approximates to its 
leading principles, the more certain its career to prospe
rity. Indeed, it is not hazarding much to aver, that no 
nation ever did or ever will arrive at the degree of power, 
or influence, or happiness, of which it ;s susceptible, with
out adopting a large portion of her plan of protecting the 
industry of her subjects. There are parts of it, however, 
which are " more honoured in the breach than the observ
ance:" wc mean those particularly that restrain personal 
liberty, in preventing the emigration of artists and me
chanics. 
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The grand and leading object of this system, into which 
all its subordinate regulations resolve themselves, is to 
encourage domestic industry, and to check and restrain 
whatever may injure it. This pervades the whole politi
cal economy of the nation; and as industry has ever been, 
and, according to the fixed laws of nature, must eternally 
be, a great security to virtue and happiness, this is among 
the primary duties of every legislative body: and their ne
glect of or attention to, this duty, affords an unerring cri
terion of their merits or demerits. T o enable her to effect 
this object, Great Britain is unwearied in her efforts— 

I. T o facilitate the importation of raw materials, for the 
employment of her artisans and manufacturers; 

II. T o discourage, or wholly prohibit, the exportation 
of raw materials; 

III. T o ex port her manufactures in the most finished 
form possible; 

IV. T o secure her own manufacturers from the ruin
ous effects of foreign rivalship; 

V. T o prohibit the emigration of artists and mechanics, 
and the exportation of machinery. 

T o accomplish these purposes, she has steadily employ
ed the powerful means o f — 

I. Bounties on, or encouragement to, the establishment 
of new manufactures; 

2. Absolute prohibitions, or such heavy duties as nearly 
amount to prohibition on the importation, of such articles 
as interfere with her own manufactures; 

3. Drawbacks, un exportation, of the whole or chief 
part of the duties paid on importation. 

All great undertakings, such as the establishment of 
extensive manufactures, require heavy disbursements pre
vious to their commencing operations; and in their inci
pient state are attended with great difficulty, in conse
quence of which they too frequently fail of success in all 
countries, and involve the undertakers in ruin. While 
they are in this perilous situation, ihe aid of government 
is necessary, and wisdom commands to afford it. Small 
temporary sacrifices arc abundantly compensated, by im
mense permanent national advantages. W e shall furnish 
noble instances of this kind, on a large and liberal scale, 
worthy of a great nation, when wc enter on the discussion 
of the policy of Prussia. 
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It was by these means that the woollen manufacture 
was first established in England. Edwaid III. a most 
sagacious prince, held out great inducements to the manu
facturers in that branch to remove from Flanders to Eng
land. " Very great privileges were granted, and pensions 
were allowed to them from the crown, till they should be 
able to gain a comfortable livelihood by their ingenuity and 
industry."* 

Further to favour and fosicrihis infant manufacture, the 
exportation of wool, and the importation of foreign cloth 
were prohibited.t 

Such was the degree of care and attention undeviating-
ly bestowed on it, that " in the short and turbulent reign 
of Henry IV." who reigned but fourteen years, and was 
almost constantly at war," there were no fewer than twelve 
acts of parliament made for the regulation and encourage
ment of that manufacture; for preventing the exportation 
of wool and importation of cloth; and for guarding against 
frauds in the fabrication of it at home."I 

It is obvious that the continuance of bounties beyond 
the infancy of manufactures, would be oppressive to ana-
lion, and waste its treasures. And therefore as soon as 
they are fully established, the English government usually 
adopts a cheaper and equally effectual mode of fostering 
them, by the prohibition of the rival articles, or by the 
imposition of such heavy duties as nearly amount to pro
hibition, and thus securing to its own subjects the whole 
or principal part of the domestic market. 

In the year 1463, under Edward IV. the wisdom and 
policy of fostering domestic industry having become ge
nerally understood, the prohibition of importation, which 
had previously been confined chiefly to woollens, was ex
tended to a very great variety of articles, viz: 

Woollen caps 
Woollen cloths 
Laces 
Kings of copper, 

or, latten gilt, 
Chaffing dishes 

Andirons 
Gridirons 
Locks 
Dice 
Tennice-balls 
Points 

Buskins 
Shoes 
Galoches 
Combs 
Pattens 
Pack-necdlcs 

* Mortimer's Elements of Commerce, p. 16. 
t Anderson's History of Commerce, I. 401. 
I Henry*!! History of Great Britain, X. 187. 
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Crosses 
Ribands 
Fringes of Silk 
Ditto of thread 
Laces of thread 
Silk-twined 
Silk in anywise 

embroidered 
Laces of gold 
Ditto of Silk and 

gold 
Saddles 
Stirrups 
All harness per
taining to saddles 
Spurs 
Bosses for bridles 
Hammers 
Pincers 
Fire longs 
Dripping-pans 

Purses 
Globes 
Girdles 
Harness for gir
dles, of iron, lat-
ten, steel, tin, or 
alkemine 

Anythingwrought 
of tanned lea
ther 

Any tanned furs 
Corks 
Knives 
Daggers 
Sword blades 
Bodkins 
Shears 
Scissors 
Razors 
Chessmen 
Playing cards 

Under Charles II. the prohibition was extended to 
Wool-cards Cut-work Button or needle 
Card-wire Embroidery workt 
Iron-wire Fringe 
Bone-lace Buttons 

The list of articles at present prohibited to be imported 
into Great Britain, is not quite so extensive as that of Ed
ward IV. They are as follow:— 

Painted ware 
Forcers 
Caskets 
Chaffing balls 
Hanging candle

sticks 
Kings for curtains 
Ladles 
Scummcrs 
Sacring-bclls 
Counterfeit basins 
Ewers 
Hat brushes 
Wool-cards 
While wire 
If detected in the 

importation, they 
were lo be forfeit
ed, one half to the 
king,and the other 
to the informer," 

Brocades 
Calicoes 
Chocolate and co

coa paste 
Cocoa nul shells 
or husks 

Embroidery 
Silk 
Silk stockings 
Thread 

Fringe 
Girdles 
Silk or leather 

mits and gloves 
Manufactures of 
gold, silver, or 
metal 

Tobacco stalks Sc 
snuff work 

Velvet 

Laces 
Needle work 
Plate 
Ribands 
Laces 
Shapes for gloves 

or mits 
Wiret 

* Anderson's History of Commerce, I. 636. 
f Postlethwaite's Dictionary of Commerce, I- 975. 
) Pope's Practical Abridgment of the Laws of Customs and 

Excise. Title 284. 



36 Extracts from British Tariffs of 1818. 

T h e penalties for the importation of some of those arti
cles arc very severe. For example, besides the confis
cation of ihe goods, there is a forfeiture of two hundred 
pounds sterling for every offence in the case of leather 
gloves. 

T h e most general mode, however, of encouraging do
mestic industry in Great Britain, at present, is by the im
position of such heavy duties, as in most cases amount to 
prohibition; or if the rival articles will still admit of im-
pot tation, they cannot, from the necessary advance of price, 
materially affect the native manufacturer. W e annex a 
list of some of the articles, with the amount of the duties 
imposed on them. 

Extracts from the British Tariff t)f 1618. 
Articles subject to duty of 59/. 7*. 6rf. per 10:>/. value Bashed 

Musical instruments 
Nad 
Oil of pine 
Oil* Dot particularly 

en u me rated 
Paintings on class 
Pencils 
Pieces of skins and 

furs 
Spou u of wood 
Statues, except of mar

ble or stone 
Steel not otherwise 
enumerated 

Ticking 
Ticks 
Tin-foil 
Too tli-powder 
Tots 
Tuhci for smoking 
Tii os 
Watches 
Chalk 
Copper in pigs 
Hoofs of catUe 
Horns 
Silk laces 
Pig lead 

Almond paste 
Dressing-bc«xes 
Snuff-boxes 
Manufactures of brass 
Pens 
Pom a torn 
Stone pots 
Coloured paper and 

prints 
Sa|(o powder 
Scratch brushes 
Seeds not particularly 
coume rated 

Silk-worm guts 
Skates 
Skios and furs 
Walking slicks 
Thread or worsted 
stockings 

Filtering stones 
Open tapes 
Worsted tapes 
Tapestry, not of silk 

T o 31/. 13*. Ad. per. 
Cast iron 
Minerals not otherwise 

enumerated 
Polishing rushes 
Ships with their tac-

Telescopes 
Thread, not otherwise 

enumerated 
TuniiTy, nol Otherwise 

enumerated 
Vases, except of stone 

or marble 
Wicker-ware 
Silver, giH, or plated 

wire 
Worsted yarn 
Goods of all binds, in 
part or wholly ma
nufactured 

Bronze fignres 
Worsted caps 
Carpets 
Carnages 
Clocks 
Manufactures of cop

per 
Copperplates engra

ved, &c. &c. 
10O/. 
Lime-stone 
Polishing stones 
Rag stones 
Tanners' waste 
Tare 
Touch stone 

kle 
T o 79/. St. 4rf. per 100/. 

China ware Earthen ware Shawls Tobacco pipe 
T o 63/. 6«. Sd. per 100/. 

Linen, not being chequered or striped Cause of thread 
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To 85/. 10s. per 100/. 
Cotton stockings Cotton caps Cotton thread Linen sails. 

T o 114/. per 100/. 
Glass lollies, rough plate glass, German sheet glass, glass manufactures. 

T o 142/. 10*. per 100/. 
Leather fan mounts Skins or furs, tanned. Articles whereof leather 
Linens chequered or tawed, curried, or is the most valuable part 
striped, painted, or any way dressed Unit*, it pieces of hides, 
stained Articles made oflcauVr tanned, tawed, or in 

any way drcstcd. 
An idea has been long entertained, by many well mean
ing people, that to secure the h o m e market to our o w n 
manufacturers, operates merely to enable them to prey 
on and oppress their fellow-citizens, by extorting extra
vagant and exorbitant prices for their productions. And 
hence many of our planters and farmers in congress have 
uniformly opposed duties for the mere purpose of pro
tecting manufactures. There are some who have openly 
avowed, that their sole view in laying impost duties, is to 
provide a revenue for the expenses of the government. 
A n d a writer of considerable celebrity, John Taylor, esq. 
of Caroline county, Virginia, has devoted a number of 
chapters of his Arator, to prove that every dollar given 
by a nation as bounty, or imposed as duty, lo protect do
mestic manufactures, is a dollar robbed from the pockets 
of the farmers and planters! 

It is a trite but indisputable truth, that one solid, well-
established fact, bearing upon any particular point, will 
countervail a long train of arguments, however plausible, 
which militate against that fact. Behold ft case, which 
must operate to open the eyes of -.-very man accessible to 
conviction. There is probably no country in the world, 
where the svsie-n of heavy prohibitory duties is carried 
farther than in England: and yet, notwithstanding this cir
cumstance, and the enormous burden of taxation which 
she sustains, as well as the boundless extent of her paper 
money, which must enhance the expanses of living, she is 
able to meet in their own markets, and undersell, a large 
pottion of the manufacturers of all the other nations of 
Christendom. This fact sets the question at rest forevrr; 
and establishes, on tiie firmest basis, the luminous nuxim 
of Alexander Hamilton, a maxim that ou«-ht to be written 
in Ic'.tcrs of cold, and affixed in a conspicuous place in 
the hall of congress, that powerful body, on whose wisdom 

u 
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or errors depends the prosperity or decay of a mighty 
empire:— 

« Though it were true, that the immediate and certain 
effect of regulations controlling the competition of foreign 
with domestic fabrics was an increase of price, it ia univer
sally true, that thk comiiabt is the ultimate effect 
WITH KVF.HY SUCCESSFUL MANUFACTURE. When a dO-
mraiic manufacture has attuined to perfection, and has 
engaged in the prosecution -fit a competent number of 
Persons, it invariably becomes cheai-kb. Being free 
from the heavy charges which attend the importation of 
foreign commodities, it can be afforded cheaper, and ac-
eordingty seldom or never fails to be sold cheaper, in pro
cess of time,than was the f,reign article for whith it is a 
substitute. The iuttrnal competition which takes place, 
floor- does away every thing like monopoly; and by degress 
REDUCES THE PRICE OF I HK ART1CI.F TO THE MINIMUM OF 
A REASONABLE PROFIT ON I HE CAPITAL EMPLOYED. ThlS 
accords with the reason oj the thing, and with experi
ence."* 

The true tests of the excellence or folly of any system, 
are its results, when carried fully into operation. These 
confitm sound theories, however unpopular they may ap
pear on a superficial view; and set the seal of reprobation 
on pernicious ones, how plausible soever an aspect they 
wear on paper. 

By this touchstone, let us judge the political economy 
of England, r< spvciing national industry; and. on a fait ex
amination, wc shall unhesitatingly bestow the most unquali
fied pburfit on her parliament, for the admirable and in
comparable system it has devised. W e may fairly assert, 
without the least dant>e< of conuaiiiciion, that there never 
existed a legislative body which bestowed more attention 
on the solid, substantial, and vital interests of its constitu
ents, so far at respects national industry in all its various 
forms 

W c might extend the consideration of the wonderful ex
cellence, and immense advantages of the policy of Great 
Britain lesptcting mai.ufat lures, trade, and commerce, to 
volumes. The subject appears inexhaustible. But our 
limits forbid much detail, and constrain us to confine our
selves to two points:— 
* Hamilton's work, I. 212. 
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I. The immense wealth she acquires by this system; and 
II. The astonishing increase of power it has secured her. 

1. W e shall, on the first point, confine ourselves to the 
four great manufactures, linen, cotton, woollen, and leather, 
and make no doubt, the statement will astonish our fellow-
citizens, and remove all doubt of the correctness of the 
culogiums wc hive hazarded on the British political eco
nomy. 
According to Colquhoun', the annual proceeds of the cot

ton manufacture arc - - 29,000,000/. 
The woollen - 26,000,000 
The linen . . . . 15,000,000 
The leather - - - 15,000,000 

Total 85,000,000/. 
Whereas the raw materials of the cotton 

cost . - 6,000,000/. 
The woollen - 8,0U0,000 
The linen - - 5,000,000 
Tiic leather - - 3,000,000 

22,000,000/. 

Balance 63,000,000/. 

Thus a gain is secured to the nation of 63,000,000 of 
pounds sterling, or above 270,000,000 of dollars annually. 
This at once solves the mystery of the wonderful •* power 
and resources" of Great Britain, and establishes beyond 
controversy the wisdom of its policy, which is, in every 
respect, let us observe, the antipodes of the doctrines of 
A d a m Smith in the Wealth of Nations. 

What siupendous facts! What a lesson to the legislators 
of other countries, particularly the United States! W e 
possess the capacity of raising the raw material of the cot
ton manufacture, the chief of the four kinds above stated, 
to an extent commensurate with the demand of the whole 
world; and wc could, with ease, if proper encouragement 
were offered, produce the materials of the other three, in 
sufficient quantity for all our purposes. 
" Treatise on the wealth, power, and resources of the British 
Empire, p. 91. 
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II. The second point, to which we wish to turn the at
tention of our fellow-citizens, in order to establish the 
soundness of the system of political economy, respecting 
her manufactures, pursued in England, is the wonderful 
increase of power it has secured her. 

For twenty years she was the main support of a war of 
unexampled expenditure, against the rest gigantic com
bination of power, and the most formidable monarch, that 
Europe has beheld for a thousand years. I-'rom her re
sources alone it arose, that he did not arrive at universal 
empire. She not only preserved herself from the loss of 
hcrown possessions, but conquered colonies and depen
dencies of her enemies, of great extent and immense value. 
Her revenue for the year 1812, was about 63.500,000/.**: 
and in the same year her expenditure was above 112,00o,-
ooo. t 

During the whole of this war, she was not obliged to 
borrow money from any other nation; but made large loans 
to several. She subsidized some of the first-rate monarchs 
in Europe. 

Her enormous debt, which, according to Colquhoun, 
amounted at the close of 1813 to above 900,000,000/4 is 
wholly owned by her own subjects, except about 17,000,-
000/. purchased and owned by foreigners. 

It is no impeachment to the merits of her system, that 
her paupers amount to above 1,500,000, and her poor 
tax to 6,000,000/. sterling, equal to 26,000,000 of dollars.^ 
This lamentable feature in her affairs, arises partly for 
the labours of the working class being superseded by ma
chinery, and partly from the wasteful and ruinous wars 
she has maintained, which alone have prevented the coun
try from being an earthly paradise. 

Since our recent war, she has been enabled to lay this 
country under heavy contribution, so that there is an enor
mous debt due her, notwithstanding she has possessed her
self of a very large portion of our bank and other public 
stocks, in payment for her manufactures, which will yield 
her a great and permanent income, at the expense of the 
United Slates. 
* Colquhoun on the wealth, power, and resources of the British 
Umpire, p. 258. f Idem, 261. 
| Page '-'73. Ho states, however, in this page, that 236,000,000/. 

of this debt have hcen redeemed. j Idem, 120. 
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To her support of domestic industry alone, she chiefly 
owes these capacities and advantages, and the inordinate 
power she possesses. W e r e she to abandon her system, 
and adopt that of A d a m Smith, stie could not fail, in a few 
years, to be reduced to a level with Spain and Portugal. 
All her treasures would be drawn away to the East-Indies, 
France, Germany, Sec. 

W c shall close with a comparison between her policy 
and that of the United States, on a few plain and simple 
points: 

G R E A T BRITAIN 
Prohibits the importation of cali

coes, silks, threads, ribands, velvets, 
StC. even from her own dependen
cies. (See page 32.) 
She imposes a duty of 85 per 

cent, ttd valorem on various artielcs 
ofcollori, the productions of those 
dependencies. 

She imposes a duty of 19 per cent. 
ad valorem on urlbcanarc. 

She imposes a duty of 142 1-2 
per cent, on leather manufac
tures. 

T H E UNITED STATES 
Prohibit no manufactured arti

cles whatever, however great the 
capacity of our citizens tu supply 
them. 
They admit all colton fabrics, of 

every denomination, from Great 
Britain and her dtpend-nei/s, and 
any other part of the globe, at 27 
1-2 per cem. (except those below 
25 cents per square yard, winch are 
dulied as at 25 cents.) 
Although they could supply theui-

selvcs superabundantly with earth
enware, they admit it at 22 per 
teat.' 

They admit leather manufactures 
at 33 per cent. 

COMPARISON CONTINUED. 

BRITISH DUTIES. 
Woollen cloths, per yard, 34s. 

sterling, equal u> about 7 dolls. 50 
els. 

Hals, per piece, 34'. or 1 dolls. 
50cts. 
Glass bottles, 114 per cent. 
Linens, not chequered or striped, 

63 per cent. 
Linens, chequered or striped 142 

per cent. 

UNITED STATES' DUTIES. 
21 1-2 per cent, ad valorem. 

33 per ceul. 

22 per cent. 
IS 1-2 percent. 

16 1-2 per cent. 

T h e annals of legislation and revenue cannot produce a 
stronger contrast between the most profound policy and 
its direct opposite. 

T h u s w e .>cc that Great Britain, possessing machinery 
which increases her powers of manufacturing at the rate 

d 2 
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of two hundred for one, does not rely on it for the protec
tion of her domestic industry; but interposes the powerful 
shield of prohibition and enormous duties, to preserve 
them from danger; while the United Stales, which had, at 
the close of the war, a great number of important and ex
tensive manufacturing establishments, and invaiuablc ma-
chinery, erected and advantageously employed duiing its 
continuance, and although blessed by a bounteous heaven 
with a boundless cap.icit) for such establishments, have, 
for want of adequate protection, suffered a large portion 
of them to go to decay, and their proprietors to be invol
ved in ruin, the helpless victims of a misplaced reliance 
on that protection! 

The comparison might be pursued to a very great ex
tent: but we trust there is enough staled to enable our 
fellow-citizens to account for the prostrate situation of our 
affairs. N o two nations ever carried on intcrcousc on 
terms more entirely destitute of reciprocity: and hence 
ouv citizenson the banks of the Missouri are clothed with 
fabrics manufactured in England and Hindostan, while 
thousands of useful men, women, and children, capable of 
furnishing superior goods,at equal prices, are literally pin
ing in wretchedness, in our towns and cities, for want of 
employment, and many of them driven to mendicity, to 
support a miserable existence! and while our country is im
poverished, to support the manufacturers of the East In
dies and every part of Europe. And why (let us solemnly 
ask) docs this lamentable state of hings exist? Because, 
in the language of A d a m Smith, "foreign countries can 
furnish us with commodities cheaper than we ourselves 
can make them;" and we have thought it " better to buy 
from them, with some part of the produce of our own in
dustry.'" 

Every prudent merchant, farmer, or planter, commen
cing his career of business, will naturally inquire into the 
plans acted on by those engaged in similar pursuits, before 
he determines on his own. Those dictated by wisdom, 
tested by long experience, and attended with success, he 
will study as guides by which to regulate his conduct. 
Those emanating from folly, sinister views, or empiri
cism, he will regard as beacons to warn him to beware. 

This conduct, indisputably wise in private life, is impe
riously the duty of those on w h o m rests the high responsi
bility of regulating the career of nations, particularly in 
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their infancy or youth. This is a duty which no enlight
ened or honest legislature will ever neglect. 

W e trust theretore, that a calm and candid observation 
of the fatal consequences of adopting the doctiines of 
A d a m Smith, as well as of the transcendent benefits, pub
lic and private, resulting from the English system, winch 
is iu undeviating hostility with that of the doctor, will 
serve to display the true policy which this country ought 
to pursue, in order t<> fill the high destiny which appeal? 
allotted to her in the course ol human cents; and induce 
the legislature of the Union, to devote that attention to 
the protection of domestic industry, without Which the 
United States can never hope to be really independent, or 
to enjoy that degree of prosperity and happiness which 
God and Nature have placed within their grasp; and 
which cannot be neglected without a most culpable de
reliction of our duly to ourselves, and to our posterity, on 
w h o m the folly or wisdom of our councils will operate 
when w c are consigned to the peaceful grave. 

NO. IV. 

Philadelphia, April 26, 1819. 
W e have presented to your view, fellow-citizens, a cur

sory sketch of the admirable and beneficent policy of 
Great Britain" on the all-important and vital point of fos
tering and protecting domestic industry—a policy, we re
peat, and wish steadily borne in mind, in direct hostility 
with the doctrines of A d a m Smith, which rank among 
their supporters so large a portion of our citizens. 

-i 'Objections have been made to our statement of the prosperity 
of England resulting from her proloctioD of domestic industry, 
grounded on the oppression she exercises on, aud the abject state 
of, some of her dependencies. This does not in Ihe least militate 
with our view, which svent to prove, from indisputable facts, that 
(be protection of domestic industry in the island of Great Britain, 
had there produced as great a mass of wealth and prosperity as 
had ever existed. Her war*, srhich greatly impair that pros
perity, and her treatment of her dependencies, have Dot the most 
remote connection with our Uieorv. 
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Wc now request your attention to the policy of a 
mighly empire, whose situation bears considerable analo
gy to that of this country. 

Russia, like the United Stales, possesses territories of 
most immoderate extent, which are very slenderly peo
pled. The cultivation of her vacant lands, according to 
the captivating and plausible theories of many of our ci
tizens, might find employment for all her inhabitants. And 
as other nations, if" the freedom of trade were restored^ 
could furnish her with commodities cheaper than she could 
manufacture them," she ought, according to A d a m Smith, 
to open her ports to the merchandize of all the world. 

But, low as wc fastidiously and unjustly rate her policy, 
she has too much good sense to adopt a maxim so perni
cious in its results, although so plausible in its appearance. 
And let us add, its plausibility is only in appearance. It 
vanishes on even a cursory examination. 

Russia fulfils the indispcnsible duty of fostering and 
protecting domeslic industry, and guarding it against the 
destructive consequences of overwhelming foreign com
petition. This is the great platform of her political sys
tem, as it ought to be of all political systems; and it is 
painful to state, that so far as respects this cardinal point, 
she is at least a century in advance of the United States. 
She is not satisfied with the imposition of heavy duties for 
the purpose of raising a revenue, which, with too many 
statesmen, appears to be chief, if not the only object wor
thy of consideration in the formation of a tariff. No. She 
prohibits, under penalty of confiscation, nearly all the ar
ticles with which her own subjects can supply her, unaf
fected by the terrors, so powerfully felt in this country, 
of giving a monopoly of the home market to her o w n 
people—terrors which have probably cost the United 
States one hundred millions of dollars since the war—ter
rors which the profound and sage maxim of Alexander 
Hamilton, quoted in our last number, ought to have 
laid in the grave of oblivion nearly thirty years ago, never 
to raise again to impair the prosperity of the nation, or 
the happiness of its citizens. 

T h e annexed list deserves the most pointed attention, 
and cannot fail to surprise the citizens of a country, where 
unfortunately nothing is prohibited, how great sower the 
domestic supply, and where there are hardly any duties 
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deserving the n a m e of prohibitory, and few affording ade
quate protection. 

List of Goods the Importation r,f which is prohibited into 
the Russian Empire.* 

Alabaster. 
Ale. 
Brsoze, gilt or ungilt, Statues, 
Busts, Vases, Urns, Girandoles, 
Luilrcs, Candelabra*, etc. 

Beads of all kinds. 
Blacking for Boots and Shoes. 
Brandy, distilled from groin of 
every kind 

Brandy, poured on Cherries, Pears, 
or oilier fniits. 

Brooms, of twigs or rushes for 
cleaning clothes. 

Bolts of Metal, of every kind for 
fastening doors, &c. 

Books, Counting House books in 
Blank. 

Buttons of all kinds. 
Baskets of straw or (wigs. 
Butter of Cows or Sheep. 
Besom-, brushes of all kind?. 
Bellows, for (ire places. 
Blankets, or Bed-covers, of Cotlon, 

Linen, or Wool, with embroi
dery, or woven with Silver or 
Gold; also of Silk, or half Silk, 
without exception. 

Boies, Sand and Spitting Boxes. 
Bedding of all kinds, excepting ihotc 
of Passengers. 

Haldol Lead. 
Beer of all kinds, except English 

Porter. 
Boots of all kinds. 
Baizes of all sorts. 
Cotton Goods, wrought of Colton 
intermixed with Gold and Sitter; 
also Dyed, Printed or Chintz 

Candles. 
( ii- • --i' 'in '-, and other boards for Games, with their appendages. Carpets, interwoven with Gold or •ilvci Cranes of all kinds. Confectionary of all kinds. Cringles. CutTcc-mills. 

Coin, base Coin, or being of a less 
value than its denominatioD. Rus
sian Bank Notes. 

Combs, of Horn. 
Copper utensils of every kind. 
Copper articles, whelber hammered 
or cast, &c. ornamented with de-
rigns, gill or ungilt cf every kind; 
also bandies, plates, and such 
like articles: Ibe same applies to 
Brass. 

Clothes of all kinds, except (hose of 
Passengers. 

Canary Seed. 
Crystal, or Cut Glass-ware of all 
kinds. 

Cases of all kinds. 
Cord* of Silk, Cotton, Camel's 

Hair, or Worsted. 
Cloth, fine Black Clolb, and all 

Coarse Cloihs and Baizes. 
Cicory, ground in imitation of Cof
fee. 

Crystal Drops, for Lustres and Gi
randoles. 

Chocolate. 
Clocks, for Tables or Walls, with 

metal or glass ornaments of any 
kind. 

Clocks or Watches in enamel with 
striped edges. 

Caps of all kinds. 
Carriages of all kinds, except those 

belonging to Travellers. 
Doors for Stoics of all kinds. 
Down of all kinds, except those 
specified as admitted. 

Dried Fruits. 
Embroidery of Gold of erery de
scription of material. Earthenware vessels, or utensils of common clay. Delft, Fayance or China, Porcelain and the like, with Gold, Silver, or Painted Borders. Fringes of all kinds. Fans. 

Rcrdanx, on Europe** Commerce, page 61. 
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Feathers. 
Flesh of all kinds, dned, salted or 

smoked. 
Fruits, preserved, wel or dried in 

iugar. 
Garden Fruits of all sorts, salted in 

vinegar, fresh or dried. 
Fumigating Powder. 
Frames for Windows. 
Frames fur Pictures, except belong

ing to Pictures or Engraving* im
ported. 

Flax for Wicks. 
Fishing Tackles. 
Gallantry Ware, including all sorts 

of high priced trifles, ornament
ed or unom amen led, with high 
priced Stones aud Prtols, except 
those otherwise specified. 

Galloon 
Gold and Silver, or Gilt Plate, or 

v, -.1. ,1.11 kinds. 
Glue, made of Ftt or Leather. 
Gold and Silver Lace, Edgines, 

Tassils, Cords, Nets. Gauze, &c. 
Gloves, of Woollen, Cotton or Lin

en. 
Garters. 
Gun-Powder. 
Glass Drops for Lustres, Giran

doles, all Glass-Ware and uten
sils of every kind, Glas* Giran
doles, Lustres, etc. Wiudow 
Glass in circles. 

Gaiters, of Leather. 
Gingerbread. 
Gin or Geneva. 
Cricus, (a kind of common Mush

room, or Fungus.) 
Hair, human hair. 
Hair Powder. 
H u m Combs, Horns of Elk, Rein

deer and olbcr sorts uunrougbt, 
except such as arc imported in 
Rikii.ui ships, baving been taken 
by Russian huntsmen. Hilts, for swords, sabres, dnggers, &c Harpsichord* or Piauo Fortes, with Bronze ornaments on the bodies, except such as are applied to strengthen them, or upon the legs, or as locks. Hi i' prepared, and every article made of leather, except those specified as admitted. 

Hats of all kinds. 
Harness and surh like for horses. 
Hooey, in the comb and prepared. 
Handkerchiefs printed on linen 

cloth, silk of even kind, with a 
ii.i... t- n .mm or piinied. 

Hangings of tapcsiry, or paper, or 
cloth, paper and wool togeiucr, 
woven, painted linen, or woollen, 
and all other kinds. 

Iron, cast, in guns, shot, plates 
thick or thin, keitles, and other 
casts Iron work. 

Iron wrought into bars, double, or 
single for plates. 

Iron, Pig Iron unnrought or wrought 
in pieces, wire utensils of every 
km.], blacksmith's woik small 
ware, estry sort of locksmith's 
and trblic smith's work, txcrpl 
those specified elsewhere as per

mitted. 
Iron Anchors. 
Ink, of all sorts in bottles or pow

ders, also Indian Ink (Printers' 
luk, duly free.) 

Ink-stands of all kinds. 
Jeivellery. 
I i ,-i i--. of 6sh (glnc.) 
Kmgccs, or fur shoes and boots of 

every kind. 
Lio-o, a* shirts, &c. of all kinds, 

except passengers' baggage. 
Linen manufactures of all kinds 

except Cambric. 
Links of all kinds. 
Lime, slaked or unslaked. 
Lace. 
Liqueurs, of Brandy. 
Lustres of all sorts. 
Lanterns 
Lines, coarse, twisted, such as are 

used in Ashing nets aud the like. 
Leather, see hides. 
I. l in ' ornaments of all kinds. 
Looking Glasses, see mirrors. Mu'tard, dry or prepared iu glasses, or jars. Mead. Mirrors, or glasses intended for Ihe in. Macaroni. Muslin, or Musliu Handkerchiefs embroidered. Mills, for grinding coffee Muffs, of all kinds. 

http://Rikii.ui
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Marble and Alabaster clocks, (aMe 
slab*, pillars, utcixiK and all 
other (imiaments) not specified 
admitte'. 

Mats, m.idc of slraw to pul on ta
ble* under dishes 

M a n , straw and rush. 
Mittens, and leather for warm mit-

lens. 
Marieuglass, or Talc. 
Nighl caps of all kinds, except 

Ihnsc specifi-.d i* admitted 
Nails, of iupper and brass, or with 

copper and bra** beails, or wash
ed, plated, gilt, tinned, or of iron 
and tin. 

Net* of all kinds, and netting. 
Oil, Rape oil. 
Ornament* for ladies. 
Pins and skewers of all kind-
Paper -I all kinds, not specified as 

admitted. 
Plate, gold and silver vessels of 

every description, also gilt plate. 
Parchment. 
Pla\)ng Cards. 
Pocket Books of all kinds. 
Pens. Quills, and Fraincn. 
Powder, Hair Ponder, Pomatum, 

Fumigating Powders, Gun Pow
der for guns or cannon. 

Porcelain. 
Pipo for fire Engines. 
Pipes for smoking of all kinds, ex

cept of plain Meerscruun 
Pickle, see Fruit or vegetables. 
Quills or Pens 
Ribands of orders of Knighthood. 
Rum. 
San-ages of all kinds. 
Spirits, extracted from grain, dou

ble, or spirit of wine sweetened. 
Shoes of all kind*. 
Sl.of of lead and balls. 
Sa*hes of all kinds 
Soap of all kinds, except Venice, Spanish. Turkish and Greek. Slick* «f all kinds. Suspenders of gentlemen, except those specified bs admitted. Saltpetre, rough, or refi.ed, ex-ttpl for the use of apothecaiies. Silver I'l.ntc and utensils of every kirid. 

Silter Wire or thread flattened, 
spangles and foil. 

Slippers of all kinds, except those 
spicifit't as admitted. 

Sug-ir. fruits in Sugai, dry or wet. 
Seating l* ax. 
Spices of all kinds. 
Saddle Cloth'. 
SnuiT Box<*. 
Swotd Bills. 
Silk of all kinds. Silk or half Silk 

Gw-ds, except those specified for 
ad mi nance 

Toisufali sorts. 
Tape* of all knds. 
i ili-i for sIdvps. 
Tapestry, sec bmgings. 
Tin. gr-in J in, or tin ware of any 

kind. 
Tea of every sort. • 
Tinsel, or (Ml, flat, woven, red, 

white in lace, lace in li>cries, 
galloon*, ribands, edgings, or 
bindings, &c. 

Vermicelli, or Maroaroni. 
Vinegar of all sorts, except wine 

Vinegar. 
W a s h Basins, Tea Pots, Coffee 

Pois, Candlesticks, Waiters, 
Stands, or sucb like goods wheth
er of Copper, red or green, say 
Copper or Brass, Iron, tinned, or 
unturned, varniihed. plaied, gilt 
or silvered, argent, bacbe, or 
with silver edges separately ap
plied. 

Whip* for coachmen. 
Waddings. 
Wafers. 
Wigs. 
Ware, while, yellow, or coloured. 
Wood, manufactured, except in 
such articles as are required by 
passengers for their baggage. 

Window Frames. 
Wirki for candles of flax or thread Window Glass, in circles. Watches. Woollen Goods, baizes of all sorts, see clo'b. 

" Tea is admitted ovtr land from 
China. 
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An appalling reflection arises from the view here given 
of the policy of Russia; a reflection which w e would wil
lingly suppre>s, bui which, fellow citizens, justice to the 
subject forces us to present to your minds. W e are im
periously led to offVr it fro.n a conviction that to induce 
a patient to submit to medicine or regimen, it is necessary 
he should be convinced of the c-.istence of his disease. 
A n d in the present disordered state of our minufactures, 
trade, and c o m m e r c e , it is absolutely necessary to *' bold 
the mirror up to naiurr," and " nought extenuate, nor 
aught set d o w n in malice." 

T h e United States, as is admitted by writers of various 
nations, enjoy the best form of government in the world. 
It would therefore be natural to presume, that with such 
a government, and with a representation probably as free
ly and fairly chosen, as any legislative body in any age or 
country, the interests of its various descriptions of citizens 
would be m o r e scrupulously guarded than those of any 
other nation. Yet w e have before u s the most cogent 
proof of the extreme fallacy of such a presumption, so 
far as regards thr large and important class of citizens 
engaged in manufactures, on whose success and prospe
rity so m u c h of the strength and resources of nations de
pends. This description of citizens* m u s t look with en-
• It is too common, wc apprehend, for many of the farmers and plan
ters of the southern .(ate-, to regard with diseMeem, or, in common par
lance, to look down on manufacturers as beneath them in point of respecta
bility. To this source may probably be ascribed the inflexible refusal of 
that protection which was so earnestly solicited for the manufacturing in
terest throughout the union. H is hardly possible to conceive of a greater 
absurdity. W c touch this delicate subject freely. W e , however, mean 
uo offence, and hope none will be taken Our object, we trust, will be 
regarded hy liberal-minded men as not only innocent, but laudable. It if 
to correct a deep rooted ami penurious prejudice, which tends to produce 
jealousy and alienation between the different members of one family, who 
ought to cherish for each other kindly sentiment* of regard and good will, 
and who are so clo*ely connected in point of interest, that it i* impo*sible 
for one to suffer heavily, without the others being deeply nffcclcd W e 
freely ask. and request a candid reply, can (here, in the eye of rea*on and 
couiinou sense, he found, on the mo*( impartial scrutiny, any superiority 
in i South Carolina or Virginia planter, surrounded by five hundred slaves, 
over a proprietor of one of Ihe extensive factories in Rhode Island, in 
which an cqusl numhrr of free, independent, and happy workmen, with 
their wise* and children, are employed.' \* our ohject is concilia
tion, we forbear to assert any superiority on the other side. But in order 
to atlord a fiir opportunity of decking this important question, of ihe me
rits, demerits and iise'iilne-s of the different description* of citizen*, w* state some important facts which bear forcibly on this subject. In the year 
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vyat the paternal and fostering care bestowed on persons 
of the s a m e class by the emperor of Russia, one of the 
most despotic monarchs of Christendom. T h e contrast 
is decisive. It reflects honour on the profound w i s d o m 
and sound policy of that prince—and, fellow citizens* 
cannot fail to excite painful sensations in your minds, to 
reflect h o w the United States lose on the comparison. 

It could never have entered into the mind of Hancock, 
A d a m s , Franklin, Washington, or any other of those illus
trious m e n , w h o in the field or cabinet achieved the inde
pendence of this country, that before the lapse of half a 
century, American citizens should be forced to m a k e 
invidious comparisons between their o w n situation and 
that of the subjects of a despotc empire; and that the 
protection denied to their industry is liberally afforded to 
that of the subjects of Russia. 

In order to render this extraordinary fact m o r e striking, 
w c shall, fellow citizens, compare the situation of a sub
ject of Russia and a citizen of the United States, engaged, 
for instance, in the cotton manufacture, 
1315, there were, as staled in a memorial to Congress of fie cotton ma
nufacturers of the town of Providence, within thirty miles of thai town," 

Cotton manufactories . . . . . 140 
Containing in actual operation, - - spindles 130,000 
Using annually, - - - bales of cotton 29,000 
Producing yards of the kinds of cotton gr-ods 

usually mnde - - 01,840,000 
The weaving of which at eight cenls per yard 
amounts t o - - - - - - - *2,S?** 200 

Total value of Ihe cloth - $6,00o]o00 
Persons steadily employed - . . . . jg qqq 

W e may demand, whether throughout the world, there is to be found 
tny equal space devoted wholly to agriculture, which furnishes employ
ment to one-fourth part of Ihe number of individuals, or produces one-
fourth nf the amount of wealth or happiness? 

W e trust Ibis brief view will serve to remove Ihe film fiom the eyes of 
those citizens who. for waul of due consideration, have cherished opinions 
on the subject of manufactures, and manufacturers, so diametrically op
posite to fact, and so pregnant with ruinous consequences. 
" Honour or shame from no condilion rise, 

" Act well jour part: there all the honour lies.'1 
And the manufacturer of cottons, woollen*, watches, paper, books, hats 
or shur-s, who " acis well his part" has no reason In shrink, and «e trust 
be never will shrink, from a comparison with any of bis fellow men, whe
ther merchants, farmers, planters, or men of overgrown wealth, 
• Weekly ' 1. .;' .<•,, voL is. page «*. E 
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The former, wc will suppose, embarks g50,000 in that 
business. H e has no competition to dread but that of his 
fellow subjects. His paternal government closes the 
door against his destruction, by shutting out the interfer
ence of any other nation. H e has a large and beneficial 
market, and inconsequence enriches himself, and adds 
to the wealth, the strength, the power and the resources 
of bis country. 

W h a t a chilling and appalling contrast when we regard 
the situation of the American engaged iu the same useful 
line of business! W h e n he has expended his capital, es
tablished his works, and entertains what he has ground to 
deem a reasonable hope of success, and of that reward to 
which honest industry has so fair a claim, the market, on 
the supply of which he formed all his calculations, is de
luged with rival articles, manufactured at a distance of 
thousands of miles, which can be afforded at lower prices 
than his, and which accordingly destroy his chances of 
sale. H e casts an imploring eye to his representatives 
for the same kind of relief which England, France, Rus
sia, Prussia, Denmark, and Austria, afford their subjects, 
and the refusal of which is a manifest dereliction of duty. 
His representatives, acting on the maxims of A d a m 
Smith, and disregarding the admonitory lessons of those 
mighty nations, meet him with a positive refusal; and he 
sinks a victim of a policy long scouted out of all the wise 
nations of Europe, and which now only lingers in, and 
blights and blasts the happiness of Spain aud Portugal. 
Hundreds of useful citizens in every part of the union, 
with large families, mourn the ruinous consequences of 
our mistaken policy. 

T h e subject is too important not to warrant us in cast
ing another slight glance at it. 

The United States are peculiarly fitted for the cotton 
manufacture, being, as wc have already stated, capable 
of raising the raw material, in quantities commensurate 
with the demand of the whole world. And yet cotton 
goods of every description (except those below twenty-
five cents per yard, which are duticd as at twenty-five 
cents) arc freely admitted at the very inefficient duty of 
twenty-seven and a half per cent, in consequence of which, 
great numbers of the most promising establishments have 
been destroyed. The raw material is transported across 
the Atlantic, 3000 miles, at sixteen to forty-five cents per 
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pound, and returned to us at the rate of from one dollar to 
five dollars—thus fostering the industry and the manufac
tures of Europe, and consigning our workmen to pover
ty, and often to mendicity—their employers to the long 
lists of bankrupts which arc daily increasing in our towns 
and cities—and impoverishing the nation, (̂ n this sys
tem and its consequences we shall descant more at large 
on a future occasion. For the present wc shall barely 
state that the policy of England during the dark ages of 
Edward III. and Henry IV. as sketched in our last num
ber, was far superior to ours with all our boasted illumi
nation. 

At the close of the war, powerful and eloquent m e m o 
rials were presented to Congress from the cotton manu
facturers of Rhode Island, N e w York, Baltimore, Philadel
phia, Pittsburg, N e w London, and various other parts 
of ihe United States, in which they besought the aid of 
government, in the most respectful terms. T o narrow 
the range of objection, they bounded their requests gene
rally to a prohibition of cotton manufactures, except nan
keens from the East Indies, and to such an increase of 
duties on those from other quarters, as would save the 
revenue from injury by the prohibition. The memorials 
were filled with predictions of the ruinous consequences 
that would result from the contrary policy. Their simple 
request, enforced by a most luminous train of reasoning, 
was unhappily rejected: and it is almost demonstrable, 
that to this rejection a large portion of the difficulties 
and embarrassments which at present overspread the face 
of the country may be ascribed. All the gloomy predic
tions of the memorials have unfortunately become histo
ry* 

A consideration of the rejection of the first prayer of 
the memorials, which respects the prohibition of East In
dia cottons, is calculated to excite an equal degree of re
gret and astonishment. The East India trade, during the 
continuance of the wars in Europe, when we had markets 
in that quarter and in some of the colonics of the belli
gerents, for the surplus of our importations from beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, was possibly advantageous, oral 
least not injurious. But as at present carried on, it is 
highly pernicious, by the exhausting drain of specie it 
creates. O n this strong ground, and moreover as the 
coarse fabrics from that quarter, as stated in the m e m o -
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rials, are made of inferior materials: and as we possess a 
boundless capacity of supply, every principle of sound' 
policy, regard for the vital interests of their country, as 
wcil as the paramount claim on Congress from so useful 
a body of citizens, for protection, ought to have insured 
complianc^with the request. T o all these considerations 
fatally no attention was paid. 

Policy of Frederick II. of Prussia. 

From the view which wc have given of the policy of 
Russia, wc invite attention to that of Frederick II. His 
integrity and regard for the rights of his neighbours, no 
upright man will assert. But on his profound wisdom and 
sagacity as a statesman the world is agreed. A dissenting 
voice is no where heard. O n these points he would stand 
comparison with any monarch of ancient or modern times, 
and would rise paramount over ninety-nine out of a hun
dred. His system of political economy is therefore wor
thy of the most serious consideration, and cannot fail to 
shed strong light on the important subject w e are discuss
ing^ 

T o the promotion of the industry of his subjects, he be
stowed the most unremitting attention, well knowing that 
it was the most certain means of increasing the popula
tion of bis dominions, and of course the wealth and happi
ness of his subjects, as well as his own power. From this 
grand and paramount object he was never for a moment 
diverted by his ambitious wars; and notwithstanding the 
desolation they caused, he doubled the population of his 
paternal estates during his reign. T o foster and protect 
•arts and manufactures, he spared neither pains nor ex
panse; " The king protects and encourages manufactures 
in every possible manner, especially by advancing large 
sums ofjnoney to assist them in carrying on their manu
factures, 'tinimating them by rewards, and establishing 
magazines oĵ viool in all the tittle towns, for the benefit of 
the smalt woollbi3'iianufacturea."*—~He was so completely 
successful that lin̂ not only doubled and trebled the num
ber of artists and manufactures in those branches already 
* Hcrtzberg's Discourses delivered at Berlin, 1786, p. 25. 
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established, but introduced a great variety, formerly not 
practised by his subjects; '* Before the commencement 
of this reign, Prussia had but few silk manufactures, and 
those oj little importance. But the present king has estab
lished and given liberal encouragement to so great a num-
bcr, that they employ moie than five thousand workmen; 
and the annual value of the goods manulaciured by them 
is two millions of crowns. In the course of the last year 
1,200,250 eilsofsilk stuffs have been inanulactured at 
Berlin, and 4 o.ooo of gauze. 
" T h e cotton manufacture alone employs nearly five 

thousand workmen.''* And thus, instead of being tributary 
to other nations, as she had formerly been, Prussia was en
abled lo export her manufactures to an immense extent to 
distant countries. 
'• W c are in possession of almost every possible kind of 

manulactures; and we can, not only exclusively supply the 
Prussian dominions, but also furnish the remote countries 
of Spam and Italy with linen and woollen cloths; and our 
manufactures go even to China, where some of our Silesia 
cloths are conveyed by the way of Russia. W c export 
every year linen cloth, to the amount of six millions of 
ckow.vs, and woollen cloths and wool to the amount of 
POOR MILLI0.\'S."t 

The measures he adopted for attaining these great ends, 
were worthy of the high character he enjoys as a states
man. H e made large loans to needy artists and manufac
turers, to enable them to establish their various branches 
of business. " If the king has greatly increased popula
tion by his encouragement of agriculture, he has advanced 
it as much, and perhaps more, by the great number of 
manufactures and trades of all kinds, which he has caused 
to be established, or to which he has given encouragement 
at Berlin, at Potsdam, and in almost every city and town 
in hts dominions."\ H e purchased large quantities of raw 
materials, and provided magazines, where they sold at rea
sonable rates. He bestowed liberal rewards on artists and 
manufacturers, for excellence in their various branches 
and moreover exempted them in various places from mili
tary service. In a word, he devoted all the powers of his 
great mind, and made most liberal drafis on his treasury 
for the accomplishment of this mighty object, which has 
* Idem 26. J Idem 23. tlbid. 

e 2 
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attracted so small a share 01 attention in this country from 
those whose peculiar duty it was to promote its success. 

« It is with a view to encourage trade that the inhabi
tants of Berlin and Poisdam are exempted from military 
ttrvicc; and his majesty grants nearly the same indulgence 
to the inhabitants of the circles of the mountains of Silesia, 
where the poor, but industrious and sober weavers, w h o 
are settled in a narrow and barren district, carry on those 
flourishing linen manufactures which produce us an expor
tation of so many miltiom; and to thetittle city ofHirchberg 
only, a trade of two millions of crowns annually. T h e king 
has in this district a canton for his foot-guards; but from 
his unwillingness to disturb the population of the district, 
he seldom draws from hence any recruits.' • 

Here the calm and candid observer, w h o casts his eye 
on the system of Frederick, and contrasts it with that of 
the United States, cannot fail to feel the same degree of 
mortification and deep regret, that the contrast with that 
of Russia produced. H e will behold on the one side a 
grand, liberal, and magnanimous policy, disregarding ex
pense in sowing prolific seed, which sprouted forth abund
antly, and repaid the cultivator tenfold, nay, a hundred fold.f 

* Idem, 25. 
j " As national industry forms tha second basis of the felicity 

and power of a state, I shall endeavour to prove here in a summary ' 
manner, that the Prussian monarchy possesses it in an eminent 
degree: and, perhaps, immediately after France, Englaud and 
Holland; those powers which, for two centuries, have had the al
most exclusive monopoly of manufacture*, of commerce, and of 
navigation; of which the Prussians have had no part, but since the 
close of the last century, and the beginning of the present. This 
is not the place to make an exact and general table of the Prus
sian manufactures; I shall, therefore, confine myself to giving a 
general idea, and some particular examples. W e have almost all 
the trades and manufactures that can be conceived, as well for 
things of absolute necessity, as for the conveniences and luxuries 
of life. Someof them have attained to a great degree of perfection, 
as those of woollen cloth, linen, porcelain, and others. The great-
er part are in a state of mediocrity, and may be brought by de
grees to perfection, if there is continued to he given to them the 
tame attention, assistance, and support, which the Prussian gov
ernment has hitherto most liberally bestowed; and especially when 
to these are added Hie motives and inducements of emulation, 
which arc absolutely necessary for bringing manufactures and 
works of art to perfection. Our manufactures relatively tup-ply all Ihe Prussian dominions; and. uilh a eery favourable rival-
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Loans, boanties, premiums, and important immunities, as 
w c have siated, were freely and liberally awarded. 

In the United States the seed was sown by individual ex
ertion and enterprise. It required little care to foster and 
m a k e it strike deep root. There was no demand of loans— 
of bounties—of premiums—or of immunities. All that 
w a s asked—all that was necessary, was mere protection 
from foreign interference—a protection which would have 
cost the government nothing, and would have enriched the 
nation. It was fatally withheld: and a large portion of the 
seed so plentifully sown and so promising of a fertile har
vest, hast perished; and those w h o withheld, as well as those 
w h o besought, the protection, are now in c o m m o n , suffer
ing the most serious injury from that mistaken policy. 

" The Prussian dominions had in the course of the year 
1784,' 

P-odoce or ike 
Mnnn"ir- MuiuCitlurci 

Loom*. (arm. in Hiidullan. 
In linens - 51.000 80,000 9,000,000 
In cloths and woollens - - - 18,000 68,000 8,000,000 
In silk 4,200 6,000 3,000,000 
In cotton 2,600 1,000 1,200.000 
In leaiher 4.000 2,000.000 
In iron, steel, capper, be. . . . . 3,000 2,000,000 
In tobacco, of which 140,000 quintals are the growth 
of the country 2,000 1,000,000 

Sugar 1,000 2,000,000 
Porcelain and earthenware - • "00 200,000 
Paper 800 200,000 
Tallow and soap - - - - - - - 300 400,000 
Glass, looking-glasses . . . . . 200,000 
Manufactures in gold, silver, lace embroidery, &c. - 1,000 400,000 
Silesia madder - • - - - . — — 300,000 
Oil f 600 300.000 
Yellow amber . . . . . . . goo 60,000 
165,000, 30,250,000 
ship, ttptciatly for cloths, linens, and woollens, Poland, Russia, 
Germany, Italy, and especially Spain and America. In order to 
afford a more strong and clear conviction, I shall here add a com
pendious table of the principal trades and manufactures, which 
exist io the Prussian monarchy, of their produce, and of the num
ber of traders and manufacturers who are employed in them."— 
II erUberg't Discounts, p. 101. * Hertebcrg't Discourses, p. 103. 
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DISBURSEMENTS OF FREDERIC II. FOR PRO
MOTION OF MANUFACTURES.ANNO i785.» 

In New March. 

Crama. 
For establishing a manufactory of leather, and for tanning al 

I-andsberg . . . . . . . . 3,600 
For a similar manufactory at Drisen - 3,000 

Ditto Ditto at Coltbus - - - - - 1,000 
For erecting a fulling mill at Drambourg . - - - 200 
For increasing the magazines of wool for Ihe manufacturer* of 

•moll towns - - - - - - - - - 3,000 
In Pomerania. 
For enlarging the manufactory of leather al Anelam - 3,000 
For establishing a manufactory of leather at Treptow - - 1,600 
For r«iablisbing a manufactory at Griffenhagen . . . 1,600 
For establishing a manufactory of fustians and cottons at Fredericks-

hold . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 
For increasing the magazines of wool in the small towns - 4,000 
For establishing a manufactory of beaser stockings at Lawenberg 2,000 
For establishing a cotton manufactory al N e w Stettin - - 2,400 
For a magazine of cotton for the benefit of the manufacturers of Pome

rania - - - - - - - - - - 6,000 
East and West Prussia. 
For repairing the damage occasioned by the burning of woollen cloths 

near Preuseh Eilan - - - - - . - 3,600 
For establishing a manufactory of muslin at Konigsbcrg - - 1,000 
For a manufactory of leather al Preuseh Eilau - - - . 6,000 
For a dye-bouse at Gastrosv - - - - - - 2,600 
For magazines of wool in the Utile towns of West Prussia - - 6,000 
For a manufactory of prcss-boardi . . . . - 6,000 
Silesia. 
For the establishment of forty weavers at Stricgaw and in the neigh

bourhood . - - - . . n,368 
For premiums relatiie lo manufactures - 2,000 
Brandenburgh. 

For establishing work shops for carding of wool - • - 1,360 
For rewards, intended for the encouragement of spinning in the 

country - - - - - . _ 2,000 
Carried orer, :8,92s 

* Idem, p. 44. 



Prussian Policy. 57 

Brought over, 1«,928 
For the erection of silk mills at Berlin - - - - 24,000 
For purchasing the cods of silk worms, and causing them lo be well 

spun - - - - - 10,000 
For machines for carrying on Ibe Manchester manufacture - 10,000 
ANNO 1786. 

In Brandcnburgh. 

For procuring Spanish sheep - 22,000 
For increasing the magazines of wool - 11,000 
For improvements relative to Ihe spinning of wool - - 4,000 
For a manufactory of woollen cloths at Zinna - 3,000 
For a planiinim of Mulberry trees at Nowawcsi - - 2,000 
For the purchase of codiof silk worms and establishing a magazine 
ofthcoi 20,000 In the N w March. 

For seieral small manufactures of wool and leather, and for 
fulling mills io Custcin, Newedel, Falckenburgh, and Som-
merfeldt, towns of the New March 

4,020 

For increasing the 
For a manufactory 
For anunufactury 
For a manufactory 
For u manufactory 
For a manufactory 
For a manufactory 

In Pomerania. 
magazines of wool 
of cotton stockings al Garlz -
nf leather al Anclam 
of Leather at Trcptow -
of sail cloth at ftugenwalde -
of cables in the same city 
of cloth for flags ai Stctiin -

6.000 
4,000 
8,000 
1,600 
5,000 
4,000 
3,000 In East Prussia. 

For a manufactory of morocco leather at Konigsberg - 3,000 
For a manufactory of English earthenware in the same city - 4,000 
For a manufactory of Leather - 1,000 
For a manufactory of ribands and bags - . . - 600 
For a cotton manufactory at Gombiooea - - 1,000 

In West Prussia. 
For a dye-bouse at Darkhenen - - - -
For a dye-bouse al Bromberg . . . . 
For a manufactory of fine Cloth at Culm 
In Silesia. 
Premiums for manufactures and for encouraging and supporting 
westers - - - - - - -

2,600 
2,600 
1,200 

i:,ooo 

Tolal expended in two years, 2$5,4 
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NO. V. 

Philadelphia, May 3, 1819. 
T H E friends of domestic manufactures in this country 

have had to combat a host of objections, maintained with 
great zeal and plausibility, many of which, though utterly 
destitute of foundation, have had universal currency. W e 
shall devote the present number to obviate some of them. 

I. The demoralizing and debasing effects of manufactu
ring establishments. 

II. Their injurious interference with commerce. 
III. The high rate of wages in the United States. 
IV. The great extent of our vacant lands, which ought 

to be settled previous to the erection of manufacturing 
establishments on a large scale. 

V . The extortions practised, and the extravagant prices 
charged by manufacturers during the war. 

VI. The loss of revenue that would arise from protect
ing or prohibitory duties. 

VII. The danger of encouraging smuggling by high 
duties. 

I. Demoralization. 

The most specious and generally prevalent argument 
against manufacturing establishments, is grounded on their 
debasing and demoralizing effects. The honest feelings 
and the sympathy of the humane and enlightened part of 
the community, and the passions and prejudices of the re
mainder, have in consequence been enlisted and excited to 
activity against them. The changes have been rung, times 
without number, on the depravity, corruption, and pauper
ism inseparable from large assemblages of men, women, 
and children, collected in a small compass, inhaling a pes
tiferous atmosphere, both moral and physical. The most 
captivating pictures have been drawn, by way of contrast, 
of the purity, the innocence, the healthiness, and the indc-
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pendencc of agricultural employments—and the whole has 
been wound up by deprecating the folly and insanity of se
ducing the Arcadian cultivators of the soil into the business 
of manufacturing, so destructive to their health, their m o 
rals, and their happiness. 

This objection, like a thousand other common places, 
has been almost universally assumed, and freely admitted 
without demur or scruple. Even the friends of manufac
tures have hardly dared to doubt its correctness, barely 
lamenting it as one of the many serious evils inseparable 
from society in its present state. And had it not been 
for the investigation* of a recent writer (Colquhouu) it 
might have continued for another century to lead mankind 
astray. 

But even if these views were correct as regarded the 
overgrown manufacturing establishments in England, and 
some other pans of Europe, they would be inapplicable 
here; as the best friends of manufactures in this country 
have confined their views to the home market generally; and 
in so wide a country as this, if the manufacturers were de
graded and oppressed by men of great wealth in one dis
trict, they would he able to resort to establishments in an
other, of which, were manufactures duly protccicd, there 
would be numbers in every quarter of the union; and, at all 
events, the western lands would afford an asylum for the 
oppressed, ami a safeguard against oppression. 

T h e most eminent statistical writer in Europe at present 
is probably Colquhoun, author of the " Police of London," 
and various other important works, bearing the strongest 
marks of profound research, deep penetration, and philoso
phical inquiry. This writer has published a curious and 
important table of the population, offenders, and paupers of 
every county in England, which settles this important point 
forever, and which wc annex. T h e character of the author 
and the authenticity of the work, forbid all appeal from its 
authority, and cannot fail to remove the doubts of the most 
sceptical. 
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Colquhoun furnishes another table, of the state of pau* 
pcrism throughout England, which w c also a n n e x — 

Coui* Prr KM. on Ihe 
*"•• population. 

5. In Cumberland, Cornwall, Lancaster, 
Nottingham, and East Biding of 
Yorkshire, the number of pau
pers in each I0(>of the population 7 (less than 1-14) 

3. In Derby. Middlesex, and Rutland 8 (less than 1-12) 
4. In Lincoln, Northumberland, Stafford, 

and North Kiding of Yorkshire - 9 (above 1-11) 
Colquhoun on Indigence, p. 72. 
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Percent, on ihe 
u>,, population 
4 West Riding of York, Durham, Mon

mouth and Salop 10 - -(1-10) 
4 Bedford. Chester. Somerset, and West

moreland 12 (under 1-8) 
9 Cambridge, Devon, Hereford, Hunt

ingdon, Surry, and Worcester - 13 (above 1-8) 
3 Herts, Dorset and Kent, - - - - 14 (above 1-7) 
4 Gloucester, Leicester, Southampton, 

and Warwick 15 (above 1-7) 
2 Norfolk and Northampton - - - 16 (under 1-6) 
2 Essex and Suffolk 17 (above 1-6) 
1 Buckinghamshire 18 (above 1-6) 
1 Oxfordshire 20 - - (1-sS 
1 Berkshire 21 (above 1-5) 
2 Sussex and Wiltshire - - - - 23 (nearly 1-4) 
12 Counties in Wales, averaging - - 9 (above 1-11 ) • 
O n the first of these tables he makes the following point

ed and decisive remarks: 
• From this comparative statement,' it appears, • that con

trary to the generally received opinion, the numbers of pau
pers in the counties which are chiefly agricultural, greatly 
exceed those where manufactures prevail.'.'.' Thus in Kent 
and Surry, where the aggregate population is 576.687, 
there appear to be 77,770 paupers; while in Lancashire, 
where the population is 672,731, the paupers relieved arc 
only 46,200."f 

H e has not compared the two descriptions of the popu
lation on the subject of crimes. But the contrast in this re
spect, it appears, is equally unlavouiablc to the agricultu
ral districts. However, as nianufjciurcs are spread through
out the kingdom, and as all the counties partake to a cer
tain degree of the double character of agriculture and 
manufactures, it is impossible lo institute a general com
parison. But it will answer every valuable purpose of 
testing the truth cr falsehood of the prevailing opinions, 
to take a view of six counties, three decidedly agricultural, 
and three as decidedly manufacturing. 
* Colquhoun on Indigence, p. 265. f Idem, 273. 

T 
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Mmufsiiunn)-
couuiio. 

Lancashire 
Yorkshire 
Stafford 

Popuur 
tion. 

672,731 
858.892 
239,153 

1,770.176 

nrirn 
drn. 

371 
24a 
91 

707 

I'll 11 [Hf 

46,000 
77,661 
22,510 

146,171 

I Ajricutl. 
counllri. 
[ 
Norfolk 
Kent 
Surry 

iton. 

-'73,371 
307,624 
269,043 
**jU,i>38 

Offrn 
dtn-

163 
210 
199 

572 

Pauptn 

42,707 
41,632 
36,138 

120,477 

In the three manufacturing counties, there is only one 
offender for every 2500 people, whereas, in the agricultu
ral, there is one for 1600; whereby it appears that the lat
ter districts have above fifty per cent, m o r e criminals than 
the manufacturing, in proportion to their population. T h i s 
is a strong and decisive fact. 

In the three manufacturing counties, the paupers are 
only eight per cent, of the population; wheieas, in the agri
cultural, they are about fourteen. 

W e are tempted to cast a further glance on this table, 
and to call the attention to a m o r e striking comparison. 
Yorkshire contains a greater population than the three spe
cified agricultural counties, and yet has far below half the 
n u m b e r of offenders, and not two-thirds of the n u m b e r of 
paupers. 

Yorkshire 
Norfolk, Kent, and Surry 

Pojmlation. Offender*. Pa up* re. 
858.892 245 77.661 
850,038 572 120,477 

This result m a y appear extraordinary and paradoxical. 
B u t a very slight reflection on the subject will remove all 
the paradox, and enable us to account satisfactorily for the 
existing slate of things. Idleness is as m u c h the parent of 
poverty and guilt, as industry is of independence and vir
tue. In agricultural districts, there is a very large pro
portion of the labour of (he w o m e n , and a still greater pro
portion of that of the y o u n g people, wholly lost. T h e 
latter waste a great part of their early years in lotal idle
ness and in the contraction of bad habits. H e n c e arises a 
fruitful source of pauperism and guilt. 

T h e s e statements, independent of their overwhelming 
bearing on the present question, m a y have another very im
portant advantage. T h e y serve to display, in strong colours, 
the danger of trusting to m e r e assertions, unsupported by 
facts. There is not in the whole range of political ceo-



Interference with Commerce. 63 

nomy, a dogma that has been more universally received, 
or appeared more plausible than the one here combated, 
now unequivocally proved by the best authority in Europe, 
to be not only not true, but the very reverse of truth. 

II. Interference with Commerce. 

Among the op-ionents of the manufacturing system, were 
formerly great numbers of those citizens, engaged in com
merce, who appeared impressed with an idea that in pro
portion as manufactures are patronized and extended, in 
the same proportion commerce must be impaired. Hence 
a degree of jealousy has been fostered among the com
mercial, of the manufacturing class of our population, as 
if there were a great hostility between their respective 
interests. The most enlightened merchants at present 
are convinced of the errors of these views. It is not diffi
cult to prove, that they rest on as sandy a foundation as the 
superior purity and freedom from pauperism of the agri
cultural districts. 

It will not, wc trust, be denied, that in every community, 
the greater the variety of pursuits and employments, the 
greater the field for exertion, and the less danger of rival-
ship, or of any of them being too much crowded. Hence 
an obvious consequence of the destruction of so many ma
nufacturing establishments, as, during the war, were in 
' the full tide of successful experiment,' has been to divert 
the capital and industry engaged in them to commercial 
pursuits, whereby the latter are so much overstocked as to 
narrow or almost destroy all chance of success. O u r 
wharves, our coffee houses, and the assignments in our 
newspapers, fully prove that commerce is overdone, and 
that it has unfortunately become a most precarious profes
sion. Whereas, were manufactures properly protected, 
commerce would be relieved from the superfluous portion 
of citizens who pursue it, and who, by the eagerness of 
their competition in the markets, domestic and foreign, 
destroy each other's chances of success. 

Another source of indemnification to commerce for any 
disadvantage it might suffer from the patronage of manu
factures, would be the trade in various kinds of raw mate
rials imported from foreign countries for the use of the ma
nufacturers." 
* An intellif-CDt citizen, win* has carefully examined the entries 

into the port of Philadelphia, assures us that the tonnage employed 
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An important consideration remains. The diminution 
of our foreign trade, which is at all times precarious, and 
often ruinous, would be furthcrcompensatcd by the vast in
crease of the coasting trade, in the transportation of raw 
materials from the southern to the middle and eastern 
states, and of manufactured articles from the latter to the 
former. 

W e do not deem it necessary to enter into further detail, 
or to exhaust the subject. W c trust enough has been said 
to prove, that a liberal patronage extended to manufactures 
would be eminently beneficial even to the mercantile part 
of our citizens, not merely by reducing within reasonable 
bounds the extravagant number of competitors in that de
partment, whereby so many engaged in it have been ruined; 
but by affording profitable employment to a portion of that 
capital which has escaped the destruction arising from the 
ruinous state of our commerce since the war, and also by 
the general prosperity it would produce. This system, more
over, would afford commercial men opportunities of pro
viding for a part of their children in a less hazardous line of 
business than commerce. 
III. High Wages. 

The high wages said to be given in this country have 
been used as a powerful argument against encouraging ma
nufactures, and have led many of our citizens to believe that 
wc would not be capable of manufacturing extensively for 
perhaps a century to come. This idea has maintained its 
ground against the strong and palpable fact, that many of 
our manufactures have thriven very considerably, notwith
standing the rivalship of foreign competitors. The differ
ence, however, between the wages here and in England, in 
many branches of business, is far less than is generally sup
posed. But the argument falls to the ground, when we 
reflect that in most of those branches depending wholly on 
manual labour, our manufacturers have met the rival ar
ticles from Europe with great success. Our hatters, shoe
makers, satldlcrs, coachmakers, printers, cabinet makers, 
type founders, curriers, glovers, smiths, and various other 
classes, wholly debarred of the advantage of machinery, 
even now in the importation of raw materials, leather, dye-wood, 
iron, lead, &c. &c. is equal to that employed in the importation of 
bale gooda. 
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have maintained their ground far better than those citizens 
concerned in branches in which machinery is employed, of 
w h o m a large portion have been ruined! 

This is a very extraordinary fact, and could not have en
tered into any previous calculation. The endless variety of 
mill-seats throughout the United States, and the acknow
ledged talents of our citizens in mechanical pursuits, would 
have led to form conclusions wholly different. It would 
have been believed that whatever we might suffer in cases 
in which manual labour alone was employed, we should be 
triumphant wherever water power and machinery could be 
called into operation. 

IV. Vacant Lands. 

Among the most formidable objections against the pro
tection of national industry in the form of manufactures, the 
extent of our vacant lands holds no mean place. M a n y 
members of congress, and others, when they hear of the 
decline of manufactures—the bankruptcy of the manufac
ture! a—and the sufferings of the workmen, with great gra
vity advise the sufferers " to go back," and cultivate the soil 
in the wilderness, where there is an ample field for their 
industry. This is prescribed as a sovereign and infallible re
medy for their evils. 

So much importance is attached to this idea, and its use 
is so general, we had almost said, so universal, that it re
quires to be dilated on at some length. W e shall consider 
it under two points of view— 

I. Are manufacturers in general capable of cultivating 
vacant lands? 

It requires but a moment's reflection to be satisfied, that 
the mass of persons engaged in manufactures are wholly 
unfit for agricultural employments; more particularly for 
clearing and cultivating those vacant lands to which they 
are directed to resort, as a terrestial paradise. A man 
who has spent the prime of his life in making watches, 
cabinet ware, hats, or shoes, or weaving cloth, would be 
nearly as much out of his element at agricultural labour 
as a farmer would be in a shoemaker's or hatter's work
shop. 

Moreover a large portion, in many cases three fourths 
of the persons engaged in the cotton and woollen branches, 
arc women aud children, wholly unfit for farming. 

p 2 
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II. Suppose the thousands of manufacturers now out of 
employment, and those who arc likely, from the present 
stagnation of manufactures, trade, and commerce, to be 
discharged, were to apply themselves to agriculture, is 
there any chance of a market for the surplus of their pro
ductions? 

This is a vital question, and demands the most serious 
and sober consideration. Its decision must aifect the cha
racter of the past political economy of our government, and 
clearly demonstrate the future course pointed out to this 
rising empire by sound political wisdom. 

It is palpable that so far from an increase of agricultu
rists being necessary in the interior of this state, and in the 
whole of the western states, that they are too numerous for 
thcirown prosperity, and hence agricultural productions are 
almost constantly a drug, and afford a very slender remu
neration for the labours of the field. Increase the num
ber, and you increase the evil. Increase the number of 
manufacturers, you diminish it. 

In consequence of having an over proportion of our po
pulation engaged in agricultural pursuits, the foreign mar
kets arc almost constantly glutted with our staple articles 
which are frequently purchased in the West Indies and Eu
rope at a lower rate than in our seaport towns. And hence 
the most ruinous losses arc sustained by our merchants, of 
w h o m a large proportion are almost every year blotted 
from the m a p of the commercial world. 

W h e n the cause, not of the manufacturers alone, as was 
erroneously supposed, but of the whole nation, which was 
deeply involved in the question, *as powerfully pleaded be
fore congress, the southern planters were admonished to 
secure themselves a grand domestic market, independent 
of the caprice of foreign nations. They were prophetically 
warned of the ruinous consequences that must inevitably 
follow from the adoption of the contrary system. Trusting 
to a continuance ol the very favourable markets they then 
enjoyed, in which they could anticipate no change, the pe
titions and memorials were rejected. But the delusion is 
past and gone. T h e age of sober reflection has arrived. 
And wc trust it is impossible for those whose votes pre
vented such adequate protection to the cotton manufactures 
as would have secured an unfailing and increasing home 
market, to reflect on those votes without the most heartfelt 
regret at the course they pursued, not merely as it has 
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affected their own interests, but for the deleterious effects 
it has produced, and is likely to continue to produce on the 
welfare of the nation. 

At the time those votes were given, which signed and 
sealed the destruction of a large portion of the cotton ma
nufactures in the middle states, cotton was thirty cents per 
pound. It was not necessary for congress to have adopted 
the policy of Russia or France, which nations prohibit the 
importation of all cotton manufactures—nor that of Great 
Britain which imposes a duty of 85/. per rent, on them. 
Had they barely prohibited the low priced articles, and laid 
an adequate protecting duty on all other descriptions, cot
ton would probably have n*vcr fallen below that price. So 
large and so constantly increasing a portion of it would be 
consumed in this country, that it could not be materially 
affected by the fluctuation of foreign markets. It now sells 
at sixteen or eighteen cents: and it is not easy to calculate 
how long it will remain at that rate. T h e value of the es
tates of the southern planters is thus reduced one-third. 
Dearly, therefore, do they expiate their rejection of the 
earnest prayers of their fellow citizens, who, as w e have 
staled, were actually, as is now in full proof, pleading the 
cause of the whole nation, and at least as much that of the 
cotton planters as of any oiher portion of our citizens. 

The depreciation of the price of the two oilier great sta
ples of the country, tobacco and flour, is at least as ruinous 
as that of cotton. 

T h e reduction of the value of estates is not confined to 
those of cotton planters. Kcal estate generally throughout 
the union, has suffered a vast depreciation. In many places 
it has fallen one-fourth—in others one-third, and in some 
even one-half. 

W e do not pretend that the low tariff proceeded solely 
from the southern planters. This would be contrary to the 
historical fact. Members from every state in the union, ex
cept three, voted for the existing rates. But of all the 
members from the five southern states. Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, Soiuh Carolina, and Georgia, only five vo
ted against the reduction of the duty on cotton goods to 
twenty-five per cent.* 
* Id order to present a correct view of this interesting: subject, 
we annex the yeas and nays on a motion made by Mr. Foray tb, od 
the second of April, 1816, to amend the report of the committee od 
the bill to regulate the duties on imports, by striking out thirty per 
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T o test more fully the correctness of the prevailing idea 
w c here combat, w e will suppose it carried generally into 
operation, and that a large portion of the persons at present 
employed in manufactures, had « gone back," and were 

cent, on cotton goods proposed by that committee, and substituting 
tioenly-Jive. 

YEAS (For twentj-fi?c percent) 

.Vew Itampsliire. 
Atbcrton 
Cilley 
Hale 
Webster 
Wilcox 
Voss 
MassaehuseUs. 
Bradbury 
Nelson 
Pickering 
Reed 
Ruggles 
Tnj^art 
Ward 
Fermoni. 
Langdon 
Connteliciit. 
Champion 
Law 
Mosclj 
Stearns 
Stureii. 
M w York. 
Grosveoor. 

MassaehxtseUs. 
Baylies 
Connor 
Hulbert 
Park 
Strong 
Wheaton. 
Connecticut. 

Davenport 
Pitkin 

Rhode IiUnut. 
Boss 
Mason 

Vermont. 
Cbipman 
.Vew York. 

Adgale 
Bctu 

Kent 
Lovctt 
Root. 
Pennsylvania. 
Burnside 
Heistcr 
Hopkmson 
Ross 
Whiteside 
Dtlau-are. 
Clayton 
Maryland. 
Archer 
Bacr 
Gold (borough 
Hanson 
Herbert 
Moore 
Pinkney 
Smith 
Stuart 
Wright 
Virginia. 
Barbour 
Basset 

Birdsall 
Biooks 
Conistock 
Croeberon 
Gold 
Savage 
Scherck 
Tbroop 
Tow use nd 
Wendover 
Ward 
Wilkin 
WillouEbbv 
Yates 
-Veto Jersey. 

Baker 
Batemon 
Benoct 

Brcckenridge 
Goodwyn 
Hasves 
Hungerford 
Jevrett 
Johnson 
Kerr 
Lewis 
Lyon 
M'Coy 
Nelson 
Noyes 
Pleasants 
Randolph 
Roane 
Shefley 
Smith 
Tait 
North Carolina. 
Clarke 
Culpepper 
Edwards 
Forney 
Gaston 

NAYS. 
Southard 
Pennsylvania. 

Crawford 
Darlington 
Glasgow 
Grifiin 
Hahn 
Ingham 
Irwin 
Ljle 
Maelay 
Miloor 
Piper 
Sergeant 
Wallace 
Wilson 

Firginia. 
Jackson 

King 
Love 
Pickens 
XB0C.e^ r 
Sotilft Carolina. 
Chapel 
Huger 
Lowndes 
Middle'00 
Taylor 
Woodward 
G-orgia. 
Cuthbert 
Forsyth 
Hall 
Lumpkin 
Telfair 
Wilde. 
Kentucky. 
Hardin 
M'Kcc 
Tcnrwwe. 
Henderson 
Thomas.—81 

Mann 
Newton 

SoulA Carolina. 
Calhoun 
M a w ant 

Ohio. 
Alexander 
Clendenin 
Creighton 
Kentucky. 

Desha 
Johnson 
H'Lew 
Shirpe 
Taul 

Tennessee. 
Powell 
Reynolds.—60. 
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" cultivating our vacant lands." The obvious consequence 
would be that the quantity of the agricultural productions 
of the country, and our demands for manufactured goods 
from abroad, would both have been greatly increased. O f 
course the prices of the former would have been still more 
ruinously reduced, and the nation itill more drained of a 
circulating medium. It does not require m u c h skill to cal
culate what ruinous consequences such a system of policy 
would have produced. 

Before we dismiss this part of our subject, wc wish, fel
low citizens, to present it in another point of view. Sup
pose 10,000 agricultural citizens, settled in the interior of 
any of the western states, and acting on the maxim of A d a m 
Smith, that is, " buying where they can purchase cheap
est''—of course in Europe and in the East Indies, at a dis
tance of from three to ten thousand miles, subject to all the 
variety of charges incidental to such a commerce, and then 
transmitting their surplus productions three thousand miles, 
subject so similar charges! what a state of dependence and 
poverty this policy is calculated lo produce! Yet it is to a 
certain extent the situation of a large portion of the interior 
of the United States. And hence the general depression, 
the stagnation of business, the drain of the circulating me
dium, and ihe consequent depreciation of their bank t iper. 

O f this policy the state of Ohio has long been, and all the 
other western states are gradually becoming, melancholy 
victims. It can novcr be sufficiently regretted, that with a 
boundless capacity of supplying themselves with nearly 
every thing they require, a very large proportion of their 
clothing and other articles should be drawn from Europe, 
and that the produce of their industry should depend for 
its value on the state of the markets in that quarter of the 
globe! 

Let us exhibit a brighter picture, on which the mind 
can dwell with delight; a picture, which a correct tariff 
could not have failed to produce, and which, we trust, the 
wisdom of congress will ere long produce. Let us suppose 
that these 10,000 citizens had linen, cotton, woollen, and 
leather manufactures adequate to their wants in their im
mediate vicinity, and that instead of sending their flour and 
tobacco to N e w Orleans and thence to Liverpool, the for
mer at four or five dollars per barrel, and of course pur
chasing a coat with six or eight barrels, they had a market 
for it at home, and could purchase a coat for three or four 
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barrels, and in the same proportion for other articles. The 
difference between the two situations is exactly the same 
as between affluence and penury—happiness and wretched
ness. What a contrast! what a lesson does this superficial 
view furnish the legislature of the United Slates—and what 
a strong sentence of condemnation it pronounces on A d a m 
Smith's theory! 

V. Extortion during the War. 

This stands on nearly the same ground of error as the 
preceding objections. During that period, the wages of 
labour were high—the expenses of transportation of the 
raw materials, as well at. of the manufactured articles, very 
exorbitant—and those raw materials were sold at high rates. 
All these circumstances combined to enhance the price of 
goods of every description. Moreover, the heavy disburse
ments for the purchase of mill-scats and erecting machine
ry, required extraordinary profits—And finally, the disor
ders and irregularities of a state of warfare, forbid men of 
sound minds from grounding any general inferences on the 
occurrences of such a period. 

But suppose all the charges of this class were judicially 
prove**; with what propriety, we boldly, but respectfully ask, 
could a planter who raised cotton for 10 a 12 cents, and 
for years sold it at 20 and 30, and who would without scru
ple have sold it at 75 or 100—or a merchant who buys flour 
at ten dollars, carries it to the West Indies, when the peo
ple are in a state of starvation, and there, taking advantage 
of their distress, sells at 30, 40 or 50 dollars—with what 
propriety, we say, can they reproach the manufacturer for 
having sold cloth which cost him H or 9 dollars, at 12 or 14? 
The application of the parable of the bean and the mute, 
was not confined to the commencement of the Christian era. 
Its lessons are as necessary now as they were 1800 years 
ago. 

O n this point we once more refer to the luminous maxim 
of Alexander Hamilton, contained in our third number, 
which is beyond the power of refutation, and which points 
out the proper course to be pursued, with the hand of a 
master. 

'1 his maxim has received the strongest corroboration 
from the practical experience of the United States, which 
is within the knowledge of almost every individual in it, 
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There is probably not a single article manufactured here 
which is not sold at a fair price. This can never fail to be 
the case, in a country where there this is so much enter-
prize, so m u c h capital, and so m u c h industry, at all times 
ready to be employed in any pursuit which affords a reason
able prospect of remuneration, and likewise such a spirit 
of competition. In fact the rivalship is, in many cases, car
ried so far that prices arc reduced too low, and in conse
quence many of the competitors ruined. 

But facts speak louder than words. For years the nation 
has been led astray by groundless accusations of the ex
tortions of manufacturers, which have been an unceasing 
source of declamation, and been regarded as an unanswera
ble argument against complying with the requests of this 
class of citizens. During this whole time the farmers and 
planters have been realizing the most exorbitant profits-
amassing large and independent fortunes, and exhibiting a 
degree of prosperity rarely exceeded.* O n the contrary 
nearly one-half of the ** extortionate" manufacturers of cot
ton and woollen fabrics, victims of a pernicious policy, have 
been ruined, and a large portion of the remainder arc bare
ly able to struggle along in hopes of a change in the policy 
of the country! 
VI. Loss of Revenue. 

The solicitude to avoid impairing the revenue, by pro
hibiting the importation of any merchandize, or by such 
high protecting duties as might operate to diminish im
portation, has been openly avowed in congress among the 
reasons lor rejecting the prayers of the manufacturers for 
protection! 

It is lamentable to think that in the enlightened nine
teenth century, it should be necessary lo combat such a 
prejudice. 

Let us calmly examine this objection, and see on what 
ground it rests. Let us suppose the annual amount of our 
importations of cotton fabrics, to be 15,000,000 of dollars; 

* The losses resulting from the excessive quantities of our pro
duce, with which foreign markets are so frequently overstocked, 
have hitherto scarcely touched Ihe farmers or planters, who bare 
almost universally sold their produce at high rales. The injury, as 
already staled, has fallen on the merchants. The farmers and 
planters, however, now begin to participate largely in the perni
cious effects of this system. 
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and that by adequate protection, they could be manufactur
ed among ourselves, and this large sum retained in the 
country; can it be admitted for a moment that the question 
of manufacturing or importing should be decided by the 
operation on the fiscal concerns of the Country? 01 that a 
government, whose paramount duly it is to protect the in
terests and to promote the prosperity of a nation, should 
for a moment prefer to haie iu.wealth* to such an extent, 
drained away for the benefit of a foreign country, merely 
because it could draw a portion of the amount to the coffers 
ol the state? That is to say. in order to simplify the 
business, can it be reconcilable to sound policy, to send 
15,000,000 of dollars to India and China, or elsewhere, to 
support the industry, the nianuf.-etutcs, and the agriculture 
of those countries, instead of retaining it at home for the 
advantage of our own citizens, merely because the treasury 
could raise three or four millions from the articles thus 
purchased! Whatever plea there might be for this system 
in countries whose immoderate debts, ami enormous ex
penses require paramount attention to raising a large re
venue, it is wholly inapplicable in the United Stales, whose 
debts and expenses are compiratively light, and whose 
means of discharging them are so abundant. 

Any diminution of revenue, resulting from the imposi
tion of the duties necessary to protect national industry 
would only affect the question of ihe duration of the debt 
itself; that is, whether it should be paid off in a greater or 
less period of time! It is, in a word, a question whether 
the nation shall pay off the debt, for instance, in ten, twelve, 
or fifteen years, and during that period feel the distress, 
embarrassment, and poverty which have never failed and 
never can fail to rcsull from the neglect of protecting na
tional industry—or take twenty or twenty-five years to 
pay it off, and in the mean time enjoy ihe bounties, the 
blessings, the happiness which heaven has placed within its 
reach. W c trust there never will be, certainly there never 
ought to be, any hesitation in fuiurc on the choice. 

But w e feel persuaded, that even confining our views to 
the mere secondary object of revenue, and utterly disre
garding all higher concerns, the low tariff has been impo
litic, which will appear manifest from the following consi
deration: 

It has encouraged extravagant importations, for a few 
years, whereby the revenue has, it is true, gained in pro-
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portion as the country has been impoverished. But that 
impoverishment, and the ruin that spreads far and wide, 
must necessarily produce a diminution of future importa
tions proportioned to the past excess, and has further 
produced the lamentable consequence of a diminution of 
the power of paying taxes.'! 

The uiier impolicy of depending almost wholly on the 
impost for a revenue, was so striking during the last war, 
and reduced the country to such a deplorable state in point 
of resources and finances, that' sound wisdom enters a most 
solemn protest against the continuance of such a system. 
It brought the United States to the verge of destruction. 
O n the commencement of the war, when our utmost en
ergies ought to have been called into immediate operation, 
the grand source of revenue was at once cut off, and in
valuable time was wasted in preparing a substiiutc. This 
must be the case in all future wars, from which the ex
perience of all mankind forbids us to hope for an exemption. 
Whereas, if manufactures were duly protected, they would 
bear, and the manufacturers would cheerfully pay, moderate 
duties; which in time of war might be enlarged as circum
stances would require. England, the most commercial 
nation in the world, derives only one-fifth part of her re
venues from customs. In 1793, her revenue was above 
sixty-lhrcc millions of pounds sterling, of which the cus
toms yielded not quite twelve.' 

The customs of the United States for the years 1807 and 
1808, were above thirty-two millions; whereas, in 1814, 
they were not six millions! thus this source of revenue, 
like a deceitful friend, deserted the nation completely in 
the hour of need; and, like a deceitful friend, whose false
hood is fully proved, ought never to be implicitly relied on 
again. 

VII. Encouragement of Smuggling. 
The refusal of adequate duties for the protection of the 

manufactures of the United States has been too generally 
defended, among other reasons, by the apprehension of af
fording encouragement to smuggling. This plea will not 
stand scrutiny. It is a remarkable fact, that the duties are 
higher on a variety of articles, not at present, nor likely 
to be, raised or manufactured in this country, than on those 
which interfere with or destroy our national industry. 
* Colquhoun on the Power andResources of Great Britain, p. 258. 

G 
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In order to enable you, fellow citizens, to form a correct 
idea on tfiis subject, and to appreciate the incorrectness of 
the pica, w c annex a table of duties o n sundry articles of 
both descriptions. 

ARTICLES. 

Imperial tea, per lb. 
Hyson do. do. 
Souchong do. do. 
Madeira wine, per gallon 
Sherry do. do. 
Cinnamon, per lb 
Closes do. 
Cotton fabrics 
Wiilii n manufactures 
On all articles manufactured of brass, 1 
steel, pewter, lead, or tin, brass wire, 1 
culler-,',pins, needles,button-., earth- J 
euware, pottery, porcelain, china, &c. J 

Piier-.' 
«-.--iii. 
65*6? 
38 1-2 a 40 
20.135 
260 
100a 112 
40 
55 s 30 

Sj...i!i. 
duly. 
CfQll. 
.it) 
28 
25 
too 
60 
25 
25 

Hue ofdui) 
l«r «™i. 
80 
70 a 80 
70 u 125 
40 
55 a 60 
60 
50 a 52 
27 1-2 
21 1-2 

22 

It is painful to us to slate, but regard to truth, and to the 
dearest interests of our country, oblige us to state, that w e 
doubt whether the tariff of any country has ever exhibited 
more impolitic features than arc to be seen in the above 
abstract. If the apprehension of encouraging smuggling 
by high duties had any influence in regulating the tariff, 
ought ii not to have prevented the imposition of 80 per 
cent, on teas, 50 per cent, on wines, 60 per cent, on cinna
mon, and 50 per cent, on cloves? Is it not as easy to 
smuggle boxes of tea, as bales of cottons or woollens? 
Would it not have been as safe to impose a duly of 80 per 
cent, on the latter as the former? T h e want of sufficient 
protection of the national industry, which is so conspicuous 
throughout the tariff, cannot therefore for a moment be de
fended on the ground of apprehension of promoting smug
gling, which plea must be abandoned for ever. T h e utter
ly inadequate duly on woollen goods sealed the condemna
tion and destruction of more than half the merino sheep in 
the country, which cost above one million of dollars to our 
citizens; were beyond price; and ought to have been che
rished as • the apple of the eye.' 

Had the cotton and woollen manufactures been protected 
by the lowest rate of duties on the seven first articles, in 
the above list, the United Slates would probably have saved 
100,000,000 of dollars since the war, and would now exhi-
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bit a most enviable spectacle of prosperity. It rends the 
heart of every citizen possessed of public spirit to behold 
the melancholy and appalling contrast that at present per
vades the nation. 

T h e United States possess a capacity of raising, and wa
ter power and mechanical skill to manufacture, cotton to an 
extent commensurate with the demand probably of the 
whole world, and our means of securing a constant supply 
of wool are amply adequate. It wilt not, therefore, admit 
of a doubt, that by proper encouragement, in a few years, 
ihis nation might have fully supplied itself with cotton and 
woollen manufactures to the utmost extent of its wants; 
and jet, wonderful to tell, two-thirds of our cotton fabrics 
are brought from countries, from three to ten thousand 
miles distant—and one third of our woollens, three thousand. 
We wish it to be clearly and distinctly understood, that 
though these addresses appear to advocate exclusively the 
interests of the manufacturers, yet it is in appearance only. 
O u r object is to promote the interests of the whole nation., 
on the most extended scale. W e scorn all partial views,; 
and are convinced, that were every manufacturer in the 
United States in a prosperous situation, still sound policy 
would require a radical revision of the tariff, in order to ar
rest the impoverishing drain of specie, resulting from an 
unfavourable balance of trade, and from the pernicious in
tercourse with India. The motive to our addresses is a 
clear and decided conviction that this nation can never be 
great, happy, or respectable, while * it buys more than it 
tells,' as it has done ever since the war; while its treasures 
are lavished at a distance often thousand miles to purchase 
fabrics, with which it could abundantly supply itself; while 
it exports raw matcrialsat thirty cents a pound, and receives 
the articles, manufactured of them at from one dollar to 
six or eight;' and while w e suffer our machinery to goto 
" Two pieces of cambric, each containing twelve yards, weighed, 
the one two pounds one-eighth—the other, two pounds one-fourth^ 
The first is sold in this city at one dollar, and the other at sixty-two 
find a half cents per yard. And there arc much finer and higher 
priced cambrics than either—some at a dollar and a quarter, and 
some at two dollars. Thus the colton, which we sell raw from 
eighteen to fifty ccdU per pound, is returned to us, manufactured, 
at the rate of from two dollars to seven or eight—an advance of 
from six hundred to about eighteen liuodrcd per cent! 
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ruin, consign our manufacturers to poverty, and furnish 
employment for the machinery and manufacturers of other 
countries. 

W e shall conclude this address with a new view of this sub
ject which will appear extraordinary, but which, neverthe
less, w e hope will not be rejected without due considera
tion. 

W c are strongly inclined to believe, that such additional 
protection to the national industry, as would have consider
ably diminished our importations, would not only have res
cued this country from its present distress and embarrass
ment, and ensured it a high degree of happiness and pros
perity, but, extraordinary as it m a y appear, would have prov
ed advantageous even to Great Britain. 

T h e value of a market depends not on the quantity of 
goods sold, but on the quantity paid for. And as the pre
sent paralysis of the national industry, and the impoverish
ment of the country, have chiefly arisen from our exces
sive importations and the want of adequate protection to 
our manufactures, by which many of them have received a 
severe, and some a deadly stroke; and, morevcr,as this im-
We submit to the calm consideration of the reader, a calculation 
-vriich cannot fail to astonish him. In 1816 wc exported to Great 
Britain about fifty millions of pounds qf cotton, which at thirty 
cents amounted to $15,000,000 

Suppose that wc received only 15,000,000 of pounds 
manufactured, into cambrics and muslins, at the 
low average of 33 cents per yard, equal to two 
dollars per lb. it would amount to 30,000,000 

Jleing for 15.000,000 lbs. double the value of the 
whole raw material exported, exclusive of the 
surplus 35,000,000 of pounds of raw cotton, , 
which at prime cost is 10,500,000 

•10,500,000 
Thus leaving to Great Britain by this single 

tranaction, a gain of 25,500,000 
What an appalling view of the policy of a nation, which has had 

Ihe experience of all the world to guide its career! Is it wonder-
tul, after reflecting on this and so many analogous features of our 
intercourse with foreign countries, that with advantages superior 
to those of any nation of ancient or modern times, we should b*» 
surrounded by embarrassments and difficulties, and that bank
ruptcy should state us in the face! 
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poverishment has reduced many of our importers to bank
ruptcy, and incapacitated a considerable proportion of the re
mainder from discharging their engagements at present; 
whereby the merchants of Great Britain experience not only 
very great temporary disappointments and difficulties, but 
Will ultimate!J suffer immense losses; itconclusivclyfollows, 
that our impolitic tariff has injured Great Britain as well 
as the United States. 

Its injurious operation has been moreover greatly aided 
hy a system pursued in Great Britain, which deserves ex
planation. 

That her policy on the subject of manufactures, trade, 
and commerce is generally very profound, is too obvious to 
require enforcement. Yet we are persuaded that she has 
in the case of this country very much mistaken her true 
interest. 
That the United States were her best customer, is be

yond doubt—and had the trade with us been conducted with 
care and caution, she would have derived vastly more bene
fit from it than she has done, or is ever likely to do. 

Our importers order as many goods as suit the con
sumption of the country, and in general rather a supera
bundance. Had the supplies for this market been confined 
to goods thus ordered, the importers might have prosper
ed, and the debts been paid with tolerable punctuality. 
But it very frequently happens, that after an order is re
ceived from the United Slates, and filled, one, two, or three 
similar assortments are made up, shipped, consigned to an 
agent here, and sacrificd at vendue, at very reduced prices. 
The market is thus immoderately glutted, the prices of 
goods greatly reduced, the fair trader deeply injured, and 
sometimes absolutely ruined, by those who receive his or
ders. 

Thus, independent of the heavy loss sustained by the sa
crifice of the goods sent on consignment, immense losses 
arise from the failure of those whose prospects in business 
arc destroyed by this overtrading. 

It is, therefore, not improbable that the British mer
chants would receive nearly as large returns for two-thirds, 
perhaps for one half of the goods they export to this coun
try, as they do for the whole. By the policy at present 
pursued, they absolutely ruin their most valuable customers, 
and destroy their best market: and the recent accounts from 
England prove that many of them ruin themselves. T h e 

o 2 
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numerous bankruptcies in that country, it appears, arc 
greatly owing to ihe failure of remittances from hence. 

NO. VI. 

Philadelphia, May 15, 1819. 
T h e Society for the Promotion of National Industry, im

pressed with a belief that the calamitous situation of our 
agriculture, manufactures, trade, and commerce—the un
favourable balance of trade—the exhausting drain of specie 
— a n d the reduction of the prices of real estate, and of the 
grand staples of our country, require the exercise of the 
wisdom of the legislature of the United States to apply an 
early and efficient remedy, hope it will not be regarded as 
an undue interference, that they venture to submit to the 
consideration of their fellow citizens throughout the union, 
the following form of a respectful application to the presi
dent, for an early call of congress. Should the measure be 
found necessary, it is of little consequence with w h o m it 
originates: should the contrary opinion prevail, the motive 
cannot fail, with all good men, to apologize for the sugges
tion. 
To the President of the United States. 

Sib,—The subscribers with all due respect, submit to your 
most serious consideration, the following reasons on which 
they venture to suggest the propriety of convening an extra 
session of congress. 

Our agricultural productions, the great staples of our 
rountry, on which we relied to pay for our enormous impor
tations, and which, even at their highest rates, would have 
been inadequate for that purpose, are either excluded from 
foreign markets, or reduced in price from twenty-five to 
forty per cent, without any probability of a favourable 
change. 

Our markets arc deluged with merchandize from foreign 
nations; while thousands of our citizens, able and willing 
to work, and capable of furnishing similar articles, are un
able to procure employment; our manufacturing establish
ments arc generally in a languishing condition, and many of 
them, in which immense sums have been invested, wholly 
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abandoned, whereby their proprietors, who placed reliance 
on tho protection of government, arc ruined. 

Our commerce is almost equally prostrate, and the ca
pital of the country, engaged in that useful branch, reduced, 
since the war, at least one-third, probably one-half. 

T h e balance of trade, in consequence of excessive im
portations, has been, and continues, most ruinously against 
us, whereby, after having remitted an immense amount of 
our government and bank stock in payment, which subjects 
the nation to a heavy, permanent annual tax—wc have been 
and are alarmingly drained of our circulating medium, in 
consequence of which our monied institutions are impover
ished and crippled in their operations; agriculture, manu
factures, trade, and commerce paralizcd: and all classes of 
our citizens more or less injuriously afTcctcd in their pur
suits. 

Real estate has depreciated throughout the union from 
fifteen to thirty-five per cent.; and in many cases fifty or 
sixty. 
T h e subscribers arc impressed with a conviction, that for 

all these alarming evils there is no adequate remedy but a 
reduction of the amount of our imports within that of our 
exports; it being undeniably true, that nations, like indi
viduals, which buy more than they sell, or, in other words, 
expend beyond their income, must be reduced to bank
ruptcy. 

T o depend on this salutary effect being produced by the 
restoration of the spirit of economy which is to result from 
general distress, or from ihe forbearance of our merchants 
to import, is to allow a violent fever to rage in the body 
politic, and exhaust itself, or the national strength, without 
the application of any remedy to arrest its destructive ca
reer. 

Even if our own merchants were to reduce their impor
tations within those bounds which our means of payment 
would require, this would afford no security: as our markets 
would probably continue to be, as they have been, inundated 
with goods consigned by foreign merchants, which would 
.perpetuate the calamitous situation into which our country 
is plunged. 

A radical remedy to the evil, can only be applied by the 
legislature of the United Slates, in such a revision and re
gulation of ihe tariff, as shall reduce our importations, and 
effectually protect national industry. 
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In England, France, Germany, Russia and Prussia, and 
most other countries in Europe, national industry is ade
quately protected by prohibitions and heavy duiies; where
as, while many of our agricultural productions, and almost 
all our manufactures, are excluded from nearly all the 
markets of the world; our markets arc open to those of all 
other nations, under duties by no means affording sufficient 
protection; a case probably without example in the annals 
of mankind. 

W c therefore respectfully pray that you will be pleased 
to convene congress as early as circumstances may permit." 

NO. VII. 

Philadelphia, May 20th, 1819. 
O n almost every subject of discussion, fcllow-citizens, 

there are certain hacknied phrases, which pass current as 
oracular, and though extremely fallacious, are received with 
scarcely any investigation. There is probably no scimce 
that has been more distorted in this respect than that of 
political economy, on which so much of human happiness 
depends. 

W e propose, in the present number, to consider a maxim 
of this description, fraught with dcsiruction to any nation by 
which it is adopted; but which is implicitly believed in by 
a large portion of our citizens, and has had considerable in
fluence on the legislature of the union. 
• This specious maxim is, that 

« TRADE WILL REGULATE ITSELF," 
which, in all probability, led to that refusal of adequate pro
tection to the national industry, which has overspread the 
nation with distress—lowered the price of some of our chief 
staples, by depriving them of a domestic market—bank
rupted so many of our merchants and traders—deprived 
so many thousands of our citizens of employment—and, in a 
word, reduced us from the most towering prospects to a 
most calamitous reverse. 

It will be perceived that this is a vital part of A d a m 
Smith's doctrine—indeed, the basis on which he has raised 
his great superstructure; and that we have already animad-
" To this memorial no attention whatever was paid, except by a 
few printers of newspapers, who united in clamour against it-
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verted on it incidentally. But its immense influence on the 
fate of nations, and its most destructive tendency, demand a 
more minute investigation, to which we now solicit your 
attention. 

H o w far its advocates deem it proper to have it carried, 
w c are not quite certain. In its strict acceptation, it means 
a total exclusion of all regulations of commerce, so that the 
intercourse between nations should be as free as between 
different provinces of the same empire. In fact, if it docs 
not mean this, it is difficult to define what it can mean; for 
if a government enacts any regulation whatever, it cannot 
with truth or justice be said, that " trade regulates itself." 
W e shall, therefore, consider it in its utmost latitude, as 
excluding all regulations The result, however, would not 
be materially affected by any modification, or rcsiriciion of 
its provisions, short of effectual proicciion of national in
dustry. These would, as the case might be, only accelerate 
or procrastinate the final catastrophe, to which it infallibly 
leads. 

This maxim ought to have been consigned to oblivion 
centuries since, by the consideration that no trading or 
commercial nation has ever prospered without," regulation 
of trade;" that those nations which have devoted the most 
scrupulous attention to its regulation, have been the most 
prosperous; and that in proportion as it has been neglected, 
just in the same proportion have nations gone to decay. 
T h e cases of England, France, Spain, and Portugal, offer 
powerful illustrations of these positions. But w c shall not 
rest satisfied with this mode of defence. W c shall tfacc 
the operation of the maxim in its full extent. 

As it would be nugatory to suppose that the existing re
gulations of commerce could, by any convention, be annulled, 
and its entire freedom be universally established, w c shall 
merely suppose it adopted only by a portion of the commer
cial world, and sec what would be its effects on those na
tions wherein it was carried into operation? 

T o form an accurate idea on this or any other subject, the 
safest and best mode is to state the case on a small scale, 
which the mind can readily embrace without distraction, 
and thence to argue to the widest range to which the subject 
extends. 

W e will, therefore, here confine our view to two nations, 
France and Spain, and suppose that in the latter country 
*he maxim we combat is carried into full operation, and 
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trade is allowed •* to regulate* itself"—but that in the for
mer, it is •' regulated" by the government, for the protec
tion and encouragement of national industry, after the ex
ample of Great Britain, and indeed almost every other 
country in Christendom. 

In order to do the maxim justice, we will assume, that 
both nations are on a perfect equality in every other respect 
than the " regulation of trade." W c will further assume 
that at the commencement of the rivalry between them, 
each nation possesses a circulating medium of 20,000,000 
of dollars, and has 200,000 people employed in the cotton, 
and as many in the woollen manufacture, who produce an
nually four millions of yards of each kind of goods, which 
arc exactly adequate to their consumption. T o simplify the 
discussion, w e confine ourselves to those two branches. But 
the reasoning will equally apply to every other species of 
manufactures. 
4,000,000 yards of cotton goods, say a 50 cents S 2,000,000 
4,000,000 ditto of woollen, a 6 dollars - - -24,000,000 
26,000,000 
O n which they realize a profit of twelve and a 

half per cent. g 3,250,000 

T o the French manufacturers, according to our hypothe
sis, the home market is secured. All foreign competition 
is effectually cut off. They have, therefore, every encou
ragement to extend and improve their fabrics; and in the 
first year of rivalship, having a surplus on hand, they ex
port, wc will suppose, 400,000 yards of each kind to Spain, 
and increase the exportation annually an equal amount. 
This operation produces the treble effect of lowering the 
price of the Spanish goods by the competition; circum
scribing their sale; and depriving, during the first year, 
about 40,000 people of employment. 

It being our determination to afford as little room for 
objection, as possible, wc will suppose the reduction of price 
lo be only seven and half per cent, which is far less than is 
usual in such cases.• Let us sec the situation of the par-
tics at the end of the 
* Instances have recently occurred of domestic goods beiog re
duced at once, ten, fifteen, and twenty per cent, in our markets, in 
consequence of great quantities of similar articles suddenly intro
duced from Europe. 
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•be French manufacturers 
gain in their domestic mar
ket, at before - - - -

And od 400,000 yards of each 
kind, sold in SpBin, amount
ing to a,$0O,0O0, at 5 per 
cent, 

First year: 
Whereas, the Spanish manu
facturers, whose sales are re-

3,250,000 duced Ut 3,600,000 yards of 
each kind, amounting to 33, 
400,000, gain at 5 per cent. 
only 

130,000 - - - 41,110,000' J3,380,0O0 

1 his is the operation in the very first year, producing a 
difference at once of about 2,300,000 dollars of actual pro
fit against the infatuated nation, which allows " trade to re
gulate itself," and, according to A d a m Smith, buys where 
" g o o d s can be had the cheapest." T h e second year c o m 
mences with increased energy on the part of the French, 
and dismay and discouragement on that of the Spanish m a 
nufacturers. T h e former double their cxporiations, and 
send 800.000 yards into the rival markets, amounting to 
S*(2OO,O0O, of which w c trace the operalion. 

French profit as before, on the 
bomc market - - - -

And on S00,000 yards of each 
kind sold in Spain, amounting 
105,200,000, at5 per cent. 

Second year. 
Whereas the sales of the Span-

3,250,000 iards are reduced to 3,200, 
000 yards of each kind, 
amounting to 20,800,000, 

260,000 on which they gain at b per 
cent. - - - *l,040.000 

$3,510,000 . 

French profit as before, on tbe 
home market - - - -

Tbeyincrease their exportation 
to 1,200,000 yards of each 
kind, amounting to 7,800, 
000, at 5 percent 

Third Year. 
The Spaniards find their sales 

3,250,000 diminished to 2,300,000 
yards, amounting to 18, 
200,0O0iihereon they realize 
profit of 5 per cent. 

$910,000 

- - - 390,000 

$3,640,000 

" This view of the effect of the rivalry has, we apprehend, almost 
wholly escaped the notice of our political economists. W h e n the 
prices of our manufactures arc reduced in the home market by fo
reign competition, tbe reduction is on Vie whole uic offer for sale. 
Whereas the reduction to the rival nation is only on such part of 
hcr's as she exports to us. The contest is therefore carried on at 
an immense inequality. 
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Fourth Year. 
French profit al home, as before 
Tbcy increase tbeir exportation 
to 1/00,000 yards of each 
kind,amounting to 10,400, 
000, which, at 5 per ceal. 
affords a gain of 

3,250,000 Tbe Spanish manufacturen are 
reduced lo 2,400,000 yards 
of each kind, amounting to 
15/00,000, on which, al 
5 per ccnl, tbcy gain 

520,000 4180,000 13,110,000 

It is, w e trust, needless, to pursue the calculation any fur
ther. Y o u can readily, fellow citizens, perceive that the 
contest must soon terminate. T h e Spanish manufacturers, 
oppressed, impoverished, and dispirited, would be soon 
driven from the market, which would be monopolized by 
the more sagacious nation, which, w e repeat, had the good 
sense to '• regulate trade." Their i m m e n s e gains would be 
at the expense, and to the destruction, of the nation, which 
was deluded by the specious m a x i m to " let trade regulate 
itself." T h e successful rivals would soon indemnify them
selves for the temporary reduction of price, by a propor
tionate advance in future. 

Let us compare the result of the four years operations on 
the two nations:— 

First year's 
Second Yeai 
Third Vcar 
Fuurth Year 

France. 
profit 3,380,000 

3,510,000 
3.640,000 
3,110,000 

$14,300,000 

Spain. 
First Year's profit 
Second Year 
Third Year 
Fourth Year 

1,110,000 
lf040,0t -
910,000 
180,000 

{,3.900,000 

France. 
Six hundred thousand people in

dustriously employed, supporting 
llic-DieKes in comfort and happiness, 
and adding to the ivealtb and strength 
of Ibe oaliou*. 

Effect on the working people. 
Spain. 

Four hundred thousand people gra
dually thrown idle;—dragging on a 
ivietched existence in mendicity; or 
looking in tain for Ihose " collateral 
brandies" nhich sound so baimoni-
ously iu Adam Smith, but which are 
not elsewhere lo be found; or emigra
ting to France, to strengthen thai na
tion at the expense of Ihcir own. 

• It is obvious that by the transfer of the manufactures from Spain 
to France, for every workman reduced lo idleness in the former 
country, there would be one additional cmplovcd in the latter. W e 
have, therefore, io the text assumed 600,000, as (he average number 
ID r laace. ^ 
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We have hitherto confined our calculations of the effect*. 
of this plausible but destructive system, to the manufactu
rers alone. Its pernicious consequences, if they extended no 
farther than to this class of citizens, would be sufficient to in
duce liberal minded men—those worthy to legislate for this 
rising empire, to abandon the maxim. But those consequen
ces, how deplorable soever, are but as " mere dust in the 
balance'' compared with its general effects on the wealth, 
strength, resources, power, and happiness of any devoted 
nation which enlists itself under the banners of A d a m Smith. 

In the first year France sells to Spain to the 

amount of • g 3,600,000 
In the Second 5,200,000 
In the Third - . . . 7,800,000 
In the Fourth 10,400,000 

26,000,000 

This is a debt which, in the first place, drains all the me
tallic medium, as far as the mcrclian-s can collect it; and 
next all the evidences of public debi, or whatever valuable 
articles can be had. And still a heavy and oppressive debt 
is accruing from year to year afterwards! 

T h e result is easily seen. A prosperous nation, with ̂  
specie capital of £20,000,000, is by this simple process in 
four years reduced to a most abject, impoverished, and de
pendent state. lis wealth is drained away to support a 
foreign nation. Every species of industry is paializ>.i. 
Ships rot at ihe wharves. Trade languishes. Merchants 
and traders, as well as manufacturers, become bankrup'.s. 
Artisans, mechanics, and labouring people, who had large
ly contributed to the welfare of the state, arc translormcd 
into mendicants, or driven to desperate courses to prolong 
their existence; and desolation extends itself over tiie fact; 
of the land. 

This, lellow citizens, is very nearly our present case. It 
is true, we have not absolutely let * trade regulate itsc{f,* 
by a total absence of all duties. T h e necessities of the 
treasury, which by many members of congress were freely 
admitted to be Ihe leading, and by some to be the only ob
ject of a tariff,' forbade the adoption of ihe maxim i,; it* 

* W e have already slated that Col. John Taylor, a popular writer 
iu Virginia, lias taken the broad ground, that every dollar imposed 

H 
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fullest extent: and therefore our imported merchandize 
pays duly. But it is obvious that where the tariff of one 
nation is so wholly inefficient, that she can be completely 
undersold in her own markets by another, as the people of 
the United States are at present, the ultimate effect is ac
tually the same, as if ' trade were allowed to regulate itself 
T h e duties imposed by our tariff have merely delayed, not 
averted, the work of destruction. But that it is as sure in 
its operation, is placed beyond the reach of doubt by the 
desolation and ruin that pervade so many invaluable manu
facturing establishments throughout the union, on which 
millions of dollars have been expended, and whose fall, as 
w c have so often repeated, and must re-echo in the cars of 
those who alone have the power of applying a remedy, in-
volvcd the ruin of the citizens engaged in them. 

T h e most cursory reader must perceive, and no one 
possessed of candour can deny, that w e have given the ad
vocates of the maxim, * let trade regulate itself,' far more 
advantage in the argument than was necessary, or proper. 
W h e n wc slated the reduction of price at seven and a half 
per cent, and a gradual increase of exportation from 
France to Spain, of only ten per cent, of the amount origi
nally manufactured in each country, we did our cause ma
nifest injustice. W e might have assumed at once a reduc
tion of price not of seven and a half per cent.—but of ten 
or more—and an exportation of double the amount, which, 
combined, would produce the immediate ruin of the Span
ish manufacturers, of whose fabrics u large proportion 
would remain on hand, and the residue be sold at or below 
cost.—This is and has ever been the unilorm operation of 
the system of lctiing' trade regulate iteelf' 

A physician who found his patient in a raging fever, and 
let the disorder lake its course, or • regulate itself,' would 
be deservedly reprobated as unworthy of his profession. 
But his conduct would not be more irrational than that of 
a statesman, who saw the agriculture, manufactures, trade, 
and commerce of his country going to decay, and let them 
' regulate themselves.' Government is instituted to guard 
the interests of the nation confided to its care; and by what-
as duty on foreign merchandize, is a dollar ribbed out of the pock
ets of the agriculturists! This maxim, admirably calculated lo 
excite the selfish passions of one class of citizens against another, 
has unfortunately had too many proselytes in and out of congress. 
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ever name it may be called, is no longer estimable than as 
it fulfils this sacred duly. It was painful to us to state in a 
former address—it is equally painful to us to repeat—but 
we must repeal the appalling truth, that our manufacturers, 
a large and important class, embracing some of the most 
valuable members of the community, must, with mixed 
sensations of regret and envy, regard the situation of the 
manulacturers of England, Denmark, France, Russia, 
Austria, and most other countries in Europe, who enjoy 
that protection from their governments which the former 
sought in vain from their fellow citizens and representa
tives, who are now themselves involved in the general dis
tress resulting from the want of that protection. 

W c refer you, fellow citizens, to the plain, but impres
sive lesson afforded by the fable of the bcily and the m e m 
bers. T h e latter starved the former to death—and perished 
victims of their own folly. W e need not pursue it in de
tail. It is on the mind of almost every individual in the 
country, young and old. W e cannot refrain from express
ing our fears, that posterity will pronounce our policy to 
be a full exemplification of the soundness of its moral, and 
of our destitution of those broad and liberal views, that re
gard with ' equal eye' all descriptions of society. 

It will probably be objected by those whose interests or 
prejudices enlist them in hostility to our views, that all w e 
have here submitted to you, fellow citizens, is merely the
ory; that however plausible, it cannot be relied on in the 
regulation of the political economy of a great nation; that 
A d a m Smith being the oracle of that science, no theory 
opposed to his should be received, at least without the sup
port of strong, and well-established facts. 

Well, w e meet them, and arc fairly at issue, on this 
ground—and arc willing to stand or fall as wc furnish this 
support to our theory. W e offer an historical case which 
exemplifies the baleful consequences of a system exactly 
similar to ours in its features and operation—which blight
ed and blasted the happiness of a prosperous nation—and 
which pronounces a strong sentence of condemnation on 
the theory of A d a m Smith. 

In the year 1681, Portugal established the woollen ma
nufacture on an extensive scale; and, by absolute prohibi
tions, excluded the woollen cloths of all other nations.—In 
consequence she enjoyed a high degree of prosperity for 
above twenty years, and had the balance of trade in her 
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favour universally. Fatally for her, in 1703, the British 
minister, M r . Methuen, induced her to enter into a treaty, 
called by his name, which stipulated that she should never 
prohibit British woollen manufactures, provided Port wines 
were admitted into Great Britain at two-thirds of the duty 
paid on those of France. T h e agriculturists of Portugal 
deluded themselves into the opinion, that they should de
rive a double benefit from this regulation; secure a market 
for their wines, and buy their cloths at reduced prices; that 
is, according to the m a x i m of A d a m Smith, buy where 
1 they could be had the cheapest.* But they were soon 
awakened out of this ' day dream.' T h e flourishing manu
facture was destroyed—the circulating medium of the 
country drained away—and the nation precipitated from the 
most flourishing state of prosperity to that pitiable situa
tion of poverty and debasement which holds her up to other 
nations as a beacon to shun the rocks whereon she ship
wrecked her resources and her happiness, and on which 
our political bark is at present striking with violence." 

T h e important lesson held out by this case of Portugal-
its close affinity to our situation—and the hope of its era
dicating prejudices destructive to the strength, happiness 
and independence of our country, induce us to give our 
authorities at full length. T h e y are derived from two works 
of high character, ' the British Merchant,1 written by a so-
* These admonitory facts evince tbe unsoundness of tbe theory 
of Col. Taylor, as well as of many of the members of congress, 
who are his disciples and the zealous partizans of his doctrines. 
Regardless of ihe ruinous consequences to their fellow citizens 
who had embarked millions in manufacturing establishments, tbey 
fondly persuaded themselves that by reducing the duties as low a> 
possible, consistently with the necessilv of providing a revenue, 
which, we repeat, w u their paramount object, they were consult
ing the interests of the agriculturists, who would thereby be ena
bled to purchase foreign inerchandiz* at low prices, and whose pro
duce they believed always so certain of finding an advantageous 
market and high prices in Europe, that they might disregard tbe 
home inarkel! Fatal delusion! Utter disrcgai-d of the sound 
systems and experience of all wise nations, and of tbe warning 
example of all unwise ones! They are now broad awake from those 
deceptions ' day dreams.' Their flour, excluded from the Euro-
C>an markets, has fallen from thirty to forty per rent; llirir cotton 
is suffered an equ^l depreciation; and their tobacco i-. reduced 

50 per cent. If liberality in.ures its owo reward, illiberal policy 
never fails to carry its own punishment. 
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ciety of the most eminent merchants in England, in the 
reign of queen Anne; and * Anderson on the means of excit
ing a spirit of National Industry." 

• In the year 1681, one Courteen, an Irishman, a servant 
in the family of the then queen of England, afterwards 
queen dowager, carried over several clothiers and bay-
makers into Portugal, where they presently set up the 
manufactures, both of cloth and bays, particularly at Port 
A/egre and Covilhan. 

' It was soon found that the staple of their wool was too 
short for buys; therefore their bay-makers were dismissed. 

1 But they proceeded in ihcir manufacture of cloth; and 
soon brought it to such perfection, that in 1684, cither in 
June or July, upon the.Condc d'JCreicera's project to en-
crease their cxportaiions, and lessen the consumption of 
foreign manufactures, as well as to encourage their own, 
the king of Portugal made a sumptuary law to restrain se
veral excesses in the kingdom; and, among the rest, the 
importation of alt foreign woollen cloths was prohibited. 

' Upon this the foreign merchants in that country made 
several remonstrances; but could by no means obtain that 
the prohibition should be set aside: yet ihev gained a year's 
time to bring in those that were on the way, but were oblig
ed to reship whatever should arrive after the time limited. 

* The Portuguese soon became so expert in ihe manufac
ture of woollen cloths, that they sent home our English 
clothiers in a distressed condition; and the rencgadocs were 
forced for some time to beg their bread.'* 
4 The Portuguese went on successfully: their manufac

ture of woollen cloths increased to that degree, that both 
Portugal and Brazil were wholly supplied from their own 
fabrics: and the materials of this manufacture were their 
own and Spanish wool, and no other. 

• T o make ourselves some amends, and to evade the ill 
consequences of this prohibition of our woollen cloths, w e 
introduced into Portugal in their stead cloth-serge* and 
cloth druggets; agaimt which their fabric of cloth which 
was then but in its infancy, would have been as unable to 
contend, as against a free importation of our woollen cloths. 
Therefore, that their own cloth might have no such thine 
as a rival in their own country, they proceeded to prohibt: 
* Briltsli Merchaut,voI. III. p. 70. 

II 2 
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foreign elolh-terges and cloth-druggets. This happened 
about one year after the first prohibition.'" 
« Mr. Methuen's treaty, (1703,) by taking off the prohi

bition of British cloths, and by providing, that neither these, 
nor any of the Britiah woollen manufactures in Portugal, 
should hereafter be prohibited, was the immediate ruin of 
alt the fabrics in that country.'^ 
1 Our gain by the treaty, and so vast an enlargement of 

our cxportations to Portugal, is, that we have saved vast 
sums of money, which otherwise might have gone out of 
the nation to pay our armies in Portugal aud other coun
tries; and have greatly added to the treasure of the king
dom; that the balance annually due from Portugal has sub-
stated great numbers of our people, employed in making 
manufactures to the value of the balance. 
1 The product of the lands is a considerable part of every 

manufacture; the balance therefore due from Portugal has 
paid great sums for the product of our lands; and our rents 
are nothing else but the value paid for the product of the 
lands; and consequently all that part of the Portugal balance 
which has been paid for the product of the lands, i$ so much 
added to the rents of the kingdom. Yet this is not the whole 
profit the landed interest has received from this balance. 
The people that have been subsisted by that great over
balance of manufactures might otherwise have come very-
great numbers of them upon the parish; it is a gain to the 
landed interest to be saved from this charge. Our gain 
then by our Portugal treaty, and our excels of exportation* 
on that account, it a vast increase of the nation's treasure, 
the employment and subsistence of great numbers of manu
facturing people, an augmentation of our rents, and the 
saving the landed interest from the charge of maintaining 
such numbers of poor, as have subsisted themselves by the 
excess of exportations.\ 
* The stipulation of the king of Portugal in this treaty, 

has helped us to so prodigious a vent for our woollen ma
nufactures in that country, as has abundantly made up the 
loss of that balance wc heretofore received from Spain.'§ 

Previous to the Mcthucn treaty, Portugal coins were so 
-arc iu England, 'hat they were almost regarded as medals. 
-' British Merchant, vol. til. p. 71. f Idem, ii. p. 76. 

| Idem, vol. iii. p. 254. ' Idem, p. 3S. 
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Whereas, after that treaty had taken effect, there was an 
annual balance in favour of England, of one million sterling, 
or 4,444,000 dollars equal to 3 millions at present. Portu
gal was drained, as the United Slates are now, first of her 
silver, and then of her gold, so that she had. ' very little 
left for her necessary occasions.* This balance fully accounts 
for her impoverishment, and at that period was an immense 
sum, as will appear from the circumstance that the whole 
of the balance of trade in favour of England with all the 
world was then only / 2,o0o,000—and her whole exports 
hardly (•.yvOOÔ OO.* In consequence, the coins of Portu
gal flowed into Great Britain so abundantly, that she was 
not only enabled to pay her armies abroad with them—but 
they formed a considerable portion of the circulating me
dium of the nation—and the chief part of the bullion melted 
and coined in her mint. 

' During the twenty years prohibition, the Portuguese 
succeeded so well in their woollen manufactures, that we 
brought thence no gold or silver; but after the taking off that 
prohibition we brought away so much of their silver, as to 
leave them very Utile for their necessary occasions; and then 
we began to bring away their gold.*^ 

• From that treaty's taking place, the balance of trade 
began to take place: and the year 1703, was the first year 
we began to bring off the silver of that nation.*\ 

' The intent of the treaty was, to increase ihe consump
tion of our woollen cloths in Portugal; and has it not been 
increased by means of this treaty? had we any balance be
fore from Portugal, and do we not now gain every year a 
million by that treaty?'^ 

* W e never before the treaty had any armies lo pay in 
Portugal; yet we brought none of their coin to our mint; not 
such a thing as a Portugal piece was seen in Engtand; or 
if it was, it was almost as great a curiosity at our me-
dats."f 
1 Our exports to Portugal since that treaty have amoun

ted to /. 1,300,000. per annum, and perhaps to a much 
greater sum.H 
' The payment of our armies, the coinage in the mint, the 

nuantitiet of Portugal coin still current in the country, are 
* Idem, vol. ii. p. 110. ( Idem, vol. ft p. 15. 

Idem, vol. 11. p. 35. (idem, vol. iii. p. 33 
Idem, vol, 111. p. 253. •$ idem 20, 
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so many demonstrations that we have exported vast quan
tities of woollen manufactures and other goods and mer
chandizes to that kingdom.''* 

The analogy between the case of Portugal and that or 
the United States is strong and striking. The important 
woollen manufacture was established and brought to such 
perfection in four years in the former country, as not only 
to supply its own consumption but that of its colonies. In 
the course of three or four years it was completely des
troyed. 

'Thus did Portugal, by the spirited exertion of one 
able minister, (the Condc d'Ereicera.) gain in a few years 
a perfect knowledge in a principal branch of ihe woollen 
manufacture; which they might have possessed, to the in
finite emolument of the poor subjects of his Faithful M a 
jesty till this hour, had not the nation, by the death of that 
patriotic nobleman, lost her best counsel/or, and been over
reached by the more able British minister. Air. Methuen.\ 
"• Thus in four years did their woollen manufactures attain 

to such perfection, as to enable them to dispense with foreign 
cloths entirely."\ 

It may perhaps, be supposed that the total destruction of 
this flourishing manufacture, could not have taken place so 
rapidly unless the English woollen fabrics were admitted 
duty free. This would be an egregious error. The stipu
lation of the Methucn treaty was, that they should not be 
prohibited, nor be subject to a higher duty than before the 
prohibition had taken place. This was twenty-three per 
cent, which, like to many of the duties in the United States, 
was found utterly inadequate to preterve the manufacture 
from destruction. 

* T h e duties of importation, before the prohibitions, had 
the name ot twenty-three per cent. But the goods were 
undervalued; those duties of twenty-three per cent, were not 
above twelve per cent, of their real value. T o such low duties 
has the king of Portugal obliged himself with respect to 
the several sorts of woollen manufactures, which stood be
fore prohibited in that country.*'!! 

W c invite your attention, lellow citizens, to the striking 
similarity between the case of Portugal, as stated above, and 
" Anderson oo National Industry, p. 267. 

t Idem, p. 266. I Idem, 257. 
|| British Merchant, iii. p. 37. 
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that of the United States. In this country, the woollen 
manufacture and that of cotton rose to maturity during the 
three years of warfare: and had the war continued two or 
three years more, or had they met with adequate protection 
after the peace, they would probably have attained to such 
maturity and taken such deep root, as io defy foreign com
petition. But the four years of peace have crushed a large 
portion of both descriptions. O n e of the most eminent 
merchants in Baltimore writes u s — ' I am sorry to say, 
that our cotton manufactures are likely to fall through, un
less more effectually protected—English cotton goods have 
been setting at about half the cost and charges. Under such 
circumstances it is impossible for home manufactures to 
stand the competition.' A merchant in New-York like
wise writes—'The manufactures (ofcotton particularly) 
will require all the aid they can get from congress next 
session to sustain themselves. T h e enormous imports of 
foreign goods have so affected the price, that the cost can
not be obtained.' 

T h e preceding view of the enviable state of prosperity, 
and the rapid and lamentable downfall, of Portugal, de
mands the most pointed attention of every friend of the 
prosperity of this country. It is like the hand writing On 
the wall—the' mene, tekel, upharsin,"—the warning to flee 
the road that is leading us to a similar state. Let these 
facts be carefully compared with the theory laid down in 
the commencement of this address, and they will afford 
the most irresistible proof of ils soundness, as well as of 
the utter impolicy that has prevailed in the regulation of 
our tariff, which has done this country more injury in tour 
years of peace than she suffered in both her wars. At the 
close of the last, she commenced her career under as favour
able auspices as any nation in the world—A high character at 
home and abroad—tier merchants wealthy and prosperous 
—her manufactures flourishing—her people all employed 
— h e r staples of immense value. W h a t a deplorable con
trast she exhibits at present! W h o can reflect on it with
out agony! Her character impaired by the impracticability 
of her citizens paying their debts abroad—her merchants, 
one after another, daily swallowed up in bankruptcy—her 
manufactures prostrate—thousands and tens of thousands 
of her people unemployed—her staples sunk in value, 
probably more than 20,000,000 dollars per annum—and no 
prospect of relief at hand. If A d a m Smith's work consisted 
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of twenty volumes instead of two—and if the commentaries 
on it had extended to two hundred, were the whole thrown 
into one scale, and the single case of Portugal thrown into 
the other, the former would kick (he beam. 

W e conjure you, fellow citizens, by your regard for our 
common country—by the duty you owe yourselves, your 
wives, and your children—by the memory of your Wash
ington, Franklin, Hancock, and A d a m s — b y the desire you 
must feel to arrest the progress of the depreciation of the 
grand staples of your agricultuie, as well as the destruction 
of your manufactures, trade and commerce—all victims of 
a pernicious policy; by the claim posterity has on you to 
make a good use of Ihe immense advantages you possess 
— b y that liberty on which you justly pride yourselves, but 
which loses its value, if accompanied by beggary and ruin 
— i n a word, by all you hold near or dear on earth—weigh 
well the subject of this address. Examine it in all its bear
ings and aspects. And should it satisfactorily establish, 
as we trust it will, the danger of the course you are pur
suing, arouse from the lethargy in which you arc enthralled 
—and, as congress alone has the power of applying a reme
dy, memorialize your representatives tochangc their system 
— t o follow the maxims of all the wise nations of ancient and 
modern times—to remove, as far as possible, the distresses 
of the nation—and to save from the vortex of bankruptcy 
those who have escaped the ravages of the storm which 
threatens to blast all our hopes of happiness, and to reduce 
us to the same state of prostration and decrepitude as Spain 
and Portugal, who, it is unfortunately true, have not made 
a worse use of the bounties of heaven than the United 
States! 

T h e immense importance of the case of Portugal, indu
ces us to place before the eyes of our fellow citizens two 
comparisons of her conduct with ours—in the one, the 
soundness of her policy places us in the back ground an 
entire century in point of political wisdom—in the other, 
her impolicy and her consequent sufferings and distress 
are the counterpart of the system w e have pursued, and the 
calamities under which wc writhe. 

Striking contrast. 
PORTUGAL. T H E UNITED STATES 

• The Porlugoe m set up a fabric Prohibit nothing whatever—and 
of thcii own, nod proceeded in it afford utterly inadequate protection 
with very good succew, tfiet the to the great and leading manufac-
prohibilion of purs and alt foreign lures of cottons, woollens, and iron, 
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coloured tlollu W c had then no
thing left jgainsl iheir cloths, but 
to intrudure our cloth urges and 
cloth druggets into that country. 
They quickly found that these gave 
some interruption to their manufac
tures, and therefore they proceeded 
alio to prohibit foreign serges and 
druggets."* 

Striking likeness. 

lest' the many should be taxed for 
the benefit a] the few!!!" and in ol
der lo * buy where goods could be hall 
cheapest!!!" 

PORTUGAL. 
1 Before Ihe treaiy our woollen 

cloth*, doth serges and clolh drug
gets were prohuitcd in Portugal. 
They had set up fabrics there fur 
making cloth, and preceded with 
very good success: and »e might 
justly apprehrnd they would have 
gone on lo erect other fabric*, till at 
last lliey bad served themselves with 
every specie* of woollen manufac
tures. The treaty lalte*. oil" ull pro
hibitions, aud obliges Portugal to ad
mit forever -It our woollen manu
factures. Tfteir oirn/abrici 6m 'hit 
were presently ruined. \nd we ex
ported 100,000* value iu the single 
article of cloths, Ibe icry year after 
tbe treaty."* 

T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S . 
During the war, colton, woollen, 

and other Kinds of goods, were not, 
it is true, prohibited. There were, 
however, very few imported. The 
citizens of the Untied Stales set up 
fabrics for making cloth, both wool
len and cotton { and. had the war 
continued, or had they received pro-
teciion after it t m concluded, they 
would have gone on to erect other 
fabrics, till tbcy had served them
selves with every species of manufac
ture Tbe treaty of pence opened our 
ports to foreign merchandize, under 
duties utterly inadequate for protec
tion, whereby a laige pot lion of our 
fabrics were wholly ruined—and. pro
bably within a year alter Ibe war 
$35,000,000 of cottons and woollens 
Imported into this country. 

Congrcv> was most respectfully 
entreated for adequate protection, by 
the manufacturers, when Uic war 
was doted. II nai refused: and the 
distress and rum of the manufac
turers and tbe impoverishmenlof Ihe 
oatigii followed. 

' Thi court icos pestered with re
monstrances from Iheir manufaetu-
ren when the prohibition was taken 
iff,pursuant to ."/r. Jdithiun's trea
ty But ihe thing was past. /'••• 
treaty was ratified: and THEIR 
LOOMS W E R E ALL RUINED. 
And yet there was no tendency to a 
revolt, although jo many people were 
deprived of their employment in that 
country by taking oft" the prohibi
tion.'J 

'The balance ivas so verygreat, 
that notwithstanding w e paid subsi
dies to the ling of Portugal, and 
paid for troop, (there were also vast 
supplies of our armies in Valencia 
nod Catalonia,) yet still the overba
lance lay so macli against them, that 
there was ten, twelve, and fifteen 
per cent, difference between Ihe ex
change and the intrinsic value of Ihe 
money."! ' British Merchant, tol.u'i. p. 35. f British Merchant, vol. iii. p. 253. [ Idem, p. 75. f Idem, p. 91 

The balance of (rade is so great, 
that notwithstanding w c have ship
ped immense quantities of produce 
at high prices—and remitted proba
bly from about $30,000,000 to 25, 
000,000 of government and bank 
slock, wc are still heavily in debt, 
and unable to pay. 
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The following picture of the state of the western country, 
taken from the Frankfort Argus, evinces the insanity of 
not making some prompt and decisive effort to relieve 
the nation from its disastrous situation. 

" Never within the recollection of our oldest citizens has 
the aspect of times, as it respects pioperiy and money, hcen 
so alarming. Already has property been sacrificed in con
siderable quantities, in this and the neighbouring counties, 
for less than half its value. W e have but little money in cir
culation, and that little is daily diminishing by the universal 
calls of the banks. Neither lands, negroes- nor an) oilier 
article can be sold for half their value in cash; while exe
cutions, to the amount of many hundred thousand dollars, 
arc hanging over the heads of our citizens. W h a t can be 
done? In a few months no debt car. bp-- paid, no money will 
be in circulation to answer the ordinary purposes of human 
lift. Warrants, writs, and executions will be more al tudant 
than bank notes: and the country will present a s-:ene of 
scuffling for ihe poor remnants of individual fortunes, which 
the world has not witnessed," 

NO. VIII. 

Philadelphia, Mai/ 27, 1819. 
W H E N wc first ventured, fellow cilizens, to call your 

attention to the subject of political economy, we were influ
enced to adopt that measure, by the calamitous situation of 
our affairs, public and private. Agriculture had received a 
deep wound by the reduction of the prices of its staple arti
cles from twenty to forty per cent.—real estate was reduced 
in the same proportion—navigation and commerce were 
languishing—manufactures were prostrated by an inordi
nate influx of foreign commodities, calculated to excite a 
spirit of luxury and extravagance in our citizens—ihe nar
row, illiberal, and selfish maxims, * to buy where goods could 
be had the cheapest,' and * not to tax the many for the be
nefit of the few,' had produced a system whereby ihe wealth 
ol our nation was converted into a means of fostering and 
encouraging the industry of a distant hemisphere, and sup
porting foreign governments, while our own citizens were 
turned adrift for want of employment, and many of them re-
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duccd to mendicity, and our country impoverished—wc 
were involved in heavier debts than ever before, with.dimin
ished means of payment—and the character ot our country, 
from the inability of her merchant* to p >y their debts, and 
their frequent bankrupicy, was greatly impaired in the 
eyes of the world. In a word, under whatever aspect our 
affairs were viewed, t'.cy presented the most serious cause 
of uneasiness and apprehension. 

W e looked around for the causes which, in the short 
space of four years, without war, famine, pestilence or fail
ure of any of the bounties of heaven, have reduced to this 
slate from the pinnacle of reputation and happiness—a peo
ple justly celebrated for their enterprise, their industry, their 
mechanical skill, their wealth, and cnjnyi-ig in the highest 
degree, every gift of heaven, in soil, climate, and extent of 
territory. 

Several causes, we found, had combined to produce this 
calamitous result. T h e prosperity of the country had en
gendered a spirit nf extravagance—and the inordinaie spirit 
of banking, carried in many cases lo a most culpable excess, 
had done much mischief. But ihe great paramount evil, in 
comparison with which all the rest sink into insignificance, 
is the immoderate extent of our importations, whereby w e 
are involved in debts, for which our produce, at the highest 
prices, would have been inadequate to pay; and their great 
recent reduction, of course, increases our disabilities. T h e 
evil-* arising from otlur sources wou d have gradually cured 
themselves—or involved in ruin only deluded parlies. 
W'hercas the loss of our industry, the drain of our specie, 
ami the consequent impoverishment <»f our country, af
fect .ill classes of citizens, the economical and the extrava
gant—the labourer, the artisan, the cultivator of the soil, as 
well as the landholder, the manufacturer, the trader, and 
the merchant. 

O n tlie most mature consideration wc have given the sub
ject, wc- arc persuaded thai the only radical remedy for those 
evils is to li*nit the importation of such articles as we can 
manufacture ourselves, and thus foster our domestic indus
try. Other measures may be adopted to co-operate and aid 
in this gre.it work. But without the grand restorative of 
* buying less than we sell,' which a proper tariff alone can 
effect, they will operate as mere palliatives of an evil whose 
immense extent and magnitude require prompt and deci
sive remedies. All our efforts have been directed lo con-

i 
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vincc our fellow citizens of this truth, so important to their 
virtue, their happiness, their independence. 

W c are, like other men, liable to error. W e may have 
viewed the subject through an incorrect medium. But we 
declare, as we can with truth, that should we be mistaken— 
should any man or body of m e n devise a better plan, we 
shall rejoice in the discovery, abandon our present views, 
and support theirs with all our ardour. W e contend not for 
victory, which is no object in the discussion of such a mo
mentous question, involving the happiness or misery of mil
lions. W c contend for the happiness of our citizens—and 
for the honour and prosperity of our beloved country. 

A document has just reached us, which does honour tn the 
head and heart of the writer, as well as.to the respectable 
body of citizens by whom it was adopted, and w hich deserves 
the serious attention of our citizens throughout the union. 
It is the presentment of a late grand jury of Newcastle coun
ty, which points out with infallible certainty the road to pros
perity. W e warmly recommend associationsthroughout the 
country to carry its salutary objects into operation, and thus 
arrest the impoverishment of our citizens. Should they be 
general—should the plan proposed be faithfully adhered to, 
and the tariff be properly modified—the thick clouds that 
environ our horizon will disappear—the sun of prosperity 
will again shine on u s — w c shall recover from our disas
trous situation—and only remember our sufferings to warn us 
to avoid the fatal source, a false and mistaken policy, from 
whence they burst forth on us with destructive violence. 

Delaware claims the high honour of having first adopted 
the federal constitution. It will be another just cause of 
pride, that she has taken the lead on this occasion, more 
particularly should the sound views she has given nf the 
causes of cur distresses- and the excellent remedies she has 
prescribed, lead lo their radical cure. 
Grand Inquest of Newcastle county, state of Delaware. 

T h e grand jury of Newcastle county beg leave to repre
sent—That they are deeply impressed with the distressed 
and calamitous situation of the agricultural, commercial, and 
manulacturing interests of the state; that in their opinion 
these evils have arisen from— 

I. A failure of crops.** 
* The failure of crops has not prevailed in other parts of the Unit-
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II. An unfavourable balance of trade, the result of ex
cessive importations of foreign goods, exceeding, to an im
mense amount, the value of our exports; 

III. Thus draining the state of its specie, and circulating 
medium; 

IV. Depressing the value of real estate; and, 
V. Increasing poverty and distress. 
T h e only practicable remedies for these evils, in the opi

nion of the grand jury, are— 
I. A regular and strict economy in the expenses of the 

people. 
II. A retrenchment in ihe use of imported goods, and 

foreign luxuries. 
III. A steady attention to the improvement of our agri

cultural products. 
IV. lO** And the encouragement of a market at home, by 

fostering and protecting Domestic Manufactures. 
T o a serious consideration of this important subject, the 

Grand Jury would most earnestly invite the attention of the 
citizens, more especially of this county. 

Unanimously agreed to, and ordered to be printed. 
ARCHD- ALEXANDER, Foreman. 

Attest, S. H. BLACK, Clerk of G. J. 
19th May, 1819. 

NO. IX. 

Philadelphia, June 3, 1819. 
In our preceding Addresses, fellow citizens, we have 

presented you with sketches of the policy of England, Rus
sia, Prussia, anil Portugal—and displayed the wisdom and 
beneficial results of the system ol the three first nations, 
and even of the last at one period of her history. W e have 
shown, from authentic documents, the rapid destruction of 
the prosperity and happiness of Portugal, when she relaxed 
the system of protecting her national industry—whereby 
she was precipitated from a most flourishing situation, in 
two or three years, exactly as the United Stales have been, 
and in about the same space of time. W c feel a confident 

cd States—but the dislress from the oilier causca, is equally felt 
eJscwhere. 
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hope, that those who have brought to the discussion that 
spirit of candour and impartiality, which is requisite to a 
correct decision, and which the importance of the subject 
demanded, have been convinced of the vital and radical er
rors in our system of policy. 

W e now present to your view the essence of the Report 
of Alexander Hamilton, on the encouragement of National 
Manufactures, one of the most lumiutous and instructive 
public documents ever produced in this, or perhaps in any 
other country. It seems a complete body of political eco
nomy on the subject of national industry, and sheds a glare 
of light on this all important subject, that points out with 
unerring certainty, the course this nation should pursue. 
Happy would it have been, had the legislature of the union 
been guided by its dictates. W c should then have made 
rapid advances in the career of prosperity which was open 
to us, and in which we were invited to proceed. But un
fortunately our whole system of political economy has been 
in hostility with the profound views developed in this valu
able report—and the United States now pay a heavy forfeit 
for the error of neglecting its sage counsels. 

T'icrc arc circumstances attending it, which entitle it to 
mos. peculiar attention. M r Hamilton's habits and asso
ciations lay among the commercial part of the community, 
of which the great mass accorded with him in politics, and 
regarded him as their grand leader. T h e politics of the 
majority of the manufactuting interest were hostile to his. 
There was strong jealousy between them. Had he, there
fore, been unfiieiullv lo manufactures, in order to foster 
and protect commerce, (according to the narrow views en
tertained by many of our citizens of the fancied hostility 
between their interests) his politics might be suspected of 
producing an undue bias on his mind, aud warping him to 
support an erroneous system. 

But when, in opposition to the dictates of his politics, he 
appeared the strenuous advocate of manufactures, as the 
grand means of promoting the happiness, the power, the 
greatness and independence of hiscountry.it behoves those, 
who, in point of mind, arc no more lo compare with him, 
than a dwarf with " the man of Oath," to wcii*h well the 
grounds of their opinions, and, once for all, consider, whe
ther they will continue the disciples ol A d a m Smith, to the 
utter rejection of whose theory in all its parts, his own coun
try owes her colosaal power—or of Alexander Hamilton, 

http://hiscountry.it
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advocating that system which has never failed to insure the 
prosperity and happiness of every nation, ancient or mo
dern, that has pursued it—that is, the protection of national 
industry; in other words, whether they will continue to lead 
their country on " the road to ruin," under the banners of 
A d a m Smith, or take the road to true independence under 
those of Alexander Hamilton. Light and darkness are not 
more opposite to each other, than A d a m Smith and Alex
ander Hamilton on this point of political economy, so es
sential to insure " the wealth of nations." 
O n the decision of this great question, depend the fu

ture destinies, not only of this country, but of a large por
tion of mankind, whose fortunes cannot fail to be deeply af
fected by the result of our experiment of free government. 
W e , therefore, solemnly invoke the aid and co-operation 
of the wise and the good of every section of the union in 
the dicussion of this all-important topic. 
Extracts from the Report of Alexander Hamilton, Esquire, 

Secretary of the Treasury, January, 1790. 

" The expediency of encouraging manufactures in the 
United States, which was, not long since, deemed very 
questionable, appears at this time to be pretty generally ad
mitted. The embarrassments, which have obstructed the 
progress of our external trade, have led to serious reflec
tions on the necessity of enlarging the sphere of our do
mestic commerce: the restrictive regulations, which in 
foreign markets abridge the vent of the increasing surplus 
of our agricultural produce, serve to beget an earnest de
sire, that a more extensive demand for that surplus may be 
created at home And the complete success which has re
warded manufacturing enterprise, in some saluable branch
es, conspiring with the promising symptoms which attend 
some less mature essays in others, justify a hope, ihat the 
obstacles to the growtn of this species of industry, are less 
formidable than they were apprehended to be; and that it 
is not difficult to find in its further extension, a full indem
nification for any external disadvantages, which arc, or may 
be experienced, as well as an accession of resources fa
vourable to national independence and saiety. 
" There still are. nevertheless, respectable patrons of 

opinions, unfriendly to the encouragement of manufactures. 
12 
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The following are, substantially, the arguments by which 
these opinions are defended: 

" In every country," say those who entertain them, "ag
riculture is the most beneficial and productive object of 
human industry. This position, generally, if not universally 
true, applies with peculiar emphasis to the United States, 
on account of their immense tracts of fertile territory, un
inhabited and unimproved. Nothing can afford so advanta
geous an employment for capital and labour, as the con
version of this extensive wilderness into cultivated farms. 
Nothing equally with this, can contribute to the population, 
strength, and real riches of the country. 

" T o endeavour by the extraordinary patronage of go
vernment, to accelerate the growth of manufactures, is, in 
fact, to endeavour, by force and art, to transfer the natural 
current of industry, from a more to a less beneficial channel. 
Whatever has such a tendency must necessarily be un
wise: indeed it can hardly ever be wise in a government, 
to attempt to give a direction lo the industry of its citizens. 
This, under the quick-sighted guidance of private interest, 
will, if left to itself, infallibly find its own way to the most 
profitable employment; and it is by such employment, that 
the public prosperity will be most effectually promoted. 
T o leave industry to itself, therefore, is in almost every 
case, the soundest as well as the simplest policy. 

" This policy is not only recommended to the .United 
States, by considerations which affect all nations; it is, in 
a manner, dictated to them by the imperious force of a 
very peculiar situation. The smallncss of their population, 
compared with their territory—the constant allurements to 
emigration from the settled to the unsettled parts of the 
country—the facility with which the less independent con
dition of an artisan can be exchanged for ihe more inde
pendent condition of a farmer—these, and similar causes, 
conspire to produce, and, for a length of time, must con
tinue to occasion, a scarcity ol hands for manufacturing oc
cupation, and dcarness of labour, generally. T o these dis
advantages for the prosecution of manufactures, a deficien
cy of pecuniary capital being added, the prospect of a suc
cessful competition with the manufacturers of Europe, 
must be regarded as little less than desperate. Extensive 
manufactures can only be the offspring of a redundant, at 
least of a full population. Till the latter shall characterize 
the situation of this country, 'tis vain to hope for the for
mer. 



Extracts from A. Hamilton's Report. 103 

" If, contrary lo the natural course of things, an unsea
sonable and premature spring can be given to certain fa
brics, by heavy duties, prohibitions, bounties, or by other 
forced expedients; this will only be to sacrifice the interests 
of the community to those of particular classes. Besides 
the misdirection of labour, a virtual monopoly will be given 
to the persons employed on such labrics; and an enhance
ment of price, the inevitable consequence of every mono
poly, must be defrayed at the expense of the other parts of 
the society. It is far preferable, that those persons should 
be engaged in the cultivation of the earth; and that we 
should procure, in exchange for its productions the com
modities, with which foreigners are able to supply us in 
greater perfection, and upon better terms.*' 
" This mode of reasoning is founded upon facts and prin

ciples, which have certainly respectable pretensions. If it 
had governed the conduct of nations, more generally than 
it has done, there is room to suppose, that it might have 
carried them faster to prosperity and greatness, than they 
have attained by the puisuit of maxims too widely opposite. 
Most general theories, however, admit of numerous excep
tions; and there are few, if any, of the political kind, which 
do not blend a considerable portion of error with the truths 
they inculcate. 

" In order to an accurate judgment, how far that, which 
has been just staled, ought to be deemed liable to a similar 
imputation, it is necessary to advert carefully to the consi
derations which plead in lavour of manufactures, and which 
appear to recommend the special and positive encourage
ment of them, in certain cases, and under certain reasonable 
limitations. 

" It ought readily to be conceded, that the cultivation of 
the earth, as the primary and most certain source of nation
al supply—as the immediate and chief source of subsis
tence to m a n — a s the principal source of those materials 
which constitute the nutriment of other kinds ot labour— 
as including a state most favourable to the freedom and in
dependence of the human mind—one, perhaps, mosi condu
cive to the multiplication of the human species—has intrin
sically a strong claim to pre-eminence over every other 
kind of industry. 
•• But, that it has a title to any thing like an exclusive 

predilection, in any country, ought to be admitted with great 
caution. That it is even more productive than every branch 
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of industry, requires more evidence than has yet been given 
in support of Hie position. That its real interests, precious 
and important as, without the help of exaggeration, they 
truly arc, will be advanced, rather than injured by the due 
encouragement of manufactures, may, it is believed, be satis
factorily demonstrated. And it is also believed, that the ex
pediency ot such encouragement, in a general view, may be 
shown to be recommended by the most cogent and persua
sive motives of national policy. 

" It has been maintained, that agriculture is not only Ihe 
most productive, but the only productive species of indus
try. T h e reality of this suggestion, iu either respect, has, 
however, not been verified by any accurate detail of facts 
and calculations; and the general arguments, which arc ad
duced to prove it, are rather subtile and paradoxical, than 
solid or convincing. 

Those, which maintain its exclusive productiveness, are 
to this effects 

" Labour, bestowed u pon the cultivation of land, produces 
enough, not only to replace all the necessary expenses in
curred in the business, and to maintain the persons who 
are employed in it, but to afford, together with the ordinary 
profit on the slock or capital of the farmer, a net surplus, 
or rent for the landlord or proprietor of the soil. But the 
labour of artificers does nothing more than replace the 
stock which employs them, or which furnishes materials, 
tools, and wages, and yield the ordinary profit upon that 
stock. It yields nothing equivalent to the tent of land. 
Neither tloes it add any thing to the tolal value of the whole 
annual produce of the land and labour of the country. Tho 
additional value given to those parts of the produce of land, 
which are wrought into manufactures, is counterbalanced 
by the value of those other parts of mat produce, which are 
consumed hy the manufacturers. It can therefore only be 
by s-ving or parsimony, not by the positive productiveness 
ol 11 mi- labour, that the classes of artificers can in any degree 
augment the revenue of the society." 

" To this it has been answered, 
1. " That inasmuch as it is acknowledged, that manufac

turing labour reproduces a value equal to that which is ex
pended or consumed in carrying it on, and continues in ex
istence the original stock or capital employed, it ought, on 
that account alone, to escape ncng considered as wholly 
unproductive; that though it should be admitted, as alleged, 
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that the consumption of the produce of the soil, by the 
classes of artificers or manufacturers, is exactly equal to 
the value added by their labour to the materials upon which 
it is exerted; yet it would not thence follow, that it added 
nothing to the revenue of the society, or to the aggregate 
value of the annual produce of its land and labour. If the 
consumption, for any given period, amounted lo a given 
sum, and the increased value of the produce manufactured, 
iu the same period. 10 a like sum, the loial amount of the 
consumption and production during that period, would be 
equal to ihe two sums, and consequently double the value 
of the agricultural produce consumed. And though the in
crement of value, produced by the rlasses of artificers, 
should at no time exceed the value ul the produce of the 
land consumed by them, yet there would be at every mo
ment, in consequence of their labour, a greater value of 
goods in the market, than would exist independent of it. 

2. •* That the position, that artificers can augment the 
revenue of a society, only by parsimony, is true in no other 
sense, than in one which is equally applicable to husband
m e n or cultivators. It may be alike affirmed of all these 
classes, that the fund acquired by their labour, and destined 
for their support, is not, in an ordinary way, more than equal 
toil. And hence it will follow, that augmentations of the 
wealth or capital of the community (except in the instances 
of sonic extraordinary dexterity or skill.) can only proceedy 
with respect to any of them, from the savings of the more 
thrifty and parsimonious. 

3. '• That the annual produce of ihe land and labour of a 
country can only be increased, in two ways, by some im
provement in the productive powers of the useful labour, 
which actually exists \% ithin it, or by some increase in the 
quantity of such labour; thai with regard to the first, the 
labour of artificers being capable of greater subdivision and 
simplicity of operation, than that of cultivators, ii is suscep
tible, in a proportionality greater degree, of improvement 
in iis productive powers, whether to be derived from an 
accession of skill, or from the application of ingenious 
machinery; in which particular) therefore) the labour em
ployed in the culture of land can pretend to no advantage 
over that engaged in manufactures: that wilh regard to an 
augmeniaiion of the quantity of useful labour, this, ex
cluding adventitious circumstances, must depend essen
tially upon an increase of capital, which again must depend 



LQ6 Extracts jrom A. Hamilton's Report. 

upon the savings made out of the revenues of those, who 
furnish or manage that, which is at any. time employed, 
whether in agriculture, or in manufactures, or in any other 
way." 

"It is now proper to enumerate the principal circum
stances, from which it may be inferred—that manufacturing 
cstablishmcnta not only occasion a positive augmentation of 
the produce and revenue of the society, but that they con
tribute essentially to rendering them gr, atcr than they c^uld 
possibly be, without such establishmenta. These circum
stances are, 

1. " The division of labour, 
2. " A n extension of the use of machinery. 
3. " Additional employment to classes ol the community 

not ordinarily engaged in the business. 
4. " T h e promoting of emigration Irom foreign countries. 
5. " The furnishing greater scope for the diversity of la-

lcnts and dispositions which discriminate men from each 
other. 

6." T h e affording a.more ample and various field for en
terprise. 

7."The creating,in some instances, a new, and securing, 
in all, a more certain and steady demand for the surplus 
produce of the soil. 

" Eachof these circumstances has a considerable influence 
upon the total mass of industrious effort in a community: 
together, they add to it a dcgi ee of energy and effect, which 
arc not easily conceived. S o m e comments upon each of 
them, in the order in which they have been stated, may serve 
to explain their importance. 

I. ** As to the division of labour. 
" It has been justly observed, that there is scarcely any 

thing of greater moment in the economy of a nation, than 
the proper division of labour. T h e separation of occupa
tions causes each lo be carried lo a much greater perfection 
than it could possibly acquire, if they were blended. This 
arises principally from three circumstances:— 

1st. " T h e greater skill and dexterity naturally resulting 
from a constant and undivided application to a single object. 
It is evident, that these properiies must increase, in pro
portion to the separation and simplification of objects and 
the steadiness of ihe attention devoted lo each; and must be 
less, in proportion to the complication of objects, and the 
number among which the attention is distracted. 
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2d." The economy of time, by avoiding the lossof it, inci
dent to a frequent transition from one operation to another, 
ofadiffcnnt nature. This depends on various circum
stances; the transition itself—the orderly disposition of the 
implements, machines, and materials employed in the ope
ration to be relinquished—the preparatory steps to the com
mencement of a new one—the interruption of the impulse, 
which the mind of the workman acquires, from being en
gaged in a particular operation—the distractions, hesitations, 
and reluctances, which attend the passage from one kind of 
business to another. 

3d. « An extension of the use of machinery. A man oc
cupied on a single object, will have it more in his power, 
and will be more naturally led to exert his imagination in 
devising methods to facilitate and abridge labour, than if he 
were perplexed by a variety of independent and dissimilar 
operations. Besides this, the fabrication, of machines, in 
numerous instances, becoming itself a distinct trade, the 
anist, who follows it, has all the advantages which have been 
enumerated, for improvement in this particular an; and in 
both ways the invention and application of machinery are 
extended. 

" A n d from these causes united, the mere separation of 
the occupation of the cultivator, from that of the artificer, 
has tne effect of augmenting the productive powers of la
bour, and with them, the total mass of the produce or re
venue of a country. In this view of the suhject, therefore) 
the utility of artificers or manufacturers, towards promoting 
an increase of productive indusiry, is apparent. 

11 " As to an extension of the use of machinery, a point 
which, though partly anticipated, requires to be, placed in 
one or two additional lights. 

" The employment of machinery forms an item of great 
importance in the general mass of national industry. 'Tis 
an artificial force brought in aid of the natural force of man; 
and, to all the purpose of labour, is an increase of hand's; an 
accession of strength, unincumbered too by the expense of 
maintaining the labourer. May it not therefore be fairly 
inferred, that those occupations which give greatest scope 
to the use of this auxiliary, contribute most to the general 
slock of industrious effort, and, in consequence, to the ge
neral product of indusiry? 
_ " It shall be taken for granted, and the truth of the posi
tion referred to observation, that manulacturing pursuits 
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arc susceptible in a greater degree of (he application of ma
chinery, than those of agriculture. If so, all the difference is 
lost to a community, which, instead of manufacturing for 
itself, procures' the fabrics requisite to its supply from other 
countries. The substitution of foreign for domestic manu
factures is a transfer to foreign nations of the advantages 
accruing from the employment of machinery in the modes in 
which it is capable of being employed, with most utility and to 
the greatest extent. 

" T h e cotton-mill invented in England, within the last 
twenty years, is a signal illustration of the general proposi
tion, which has been just advanced. In consequence of it, 
all the different processes for spinning cotton are performed 
by means of machines, which are put in motion by water, 
and attended chiefly by women and children; and by a smaller 
number of persons, in the whole, than are requisite in the 
ordinary mode o( spinning. And it is an advantage of great 
moment, that the'operations of the mill continue wiih con
venience, during il-c night, as well as through the day. The 
prodigious effect of such a machine is easily conceived. To 
this invention is to be attributed essentially the immense 
progress, which has been so suddenly made in Great-Bri
tain, in the various fabrics of cotton. 

HI. " A s 10 the additional employment of classes of the 
community, not originally engaged in the particular busi
ness. 

" This is not among the least valuable of the means by 
which manufacturing institutions contribute to augment the 
general stock of industry and production. In places where 
those institutions prevail, besides tbe persons regularly en
gaged in them, they afford occasional arid extra employ
ment to industrious individuals and families, who are wil
ling to devote the leisure resulting from the intermissions 
of their ordinary pursuits to collateral labours, as a resource 
for multiplying their acquisitions or their enjoyments. The 
husba-idman himself experiences a new source of profit and 
sup port from the increased industry of his wife and daugh
ters; tnvi'ed and stimulated by the demands of the neigh
bouring manufacorie*. 

" Besides this advantage of occasional employment to 
classes having different occupations, there is another of a 
nature allied to it, and of a similar tendency. This is, the 
employment of persons who would otherwise be idle (and, 
in many cases, a burden on the community) either from the 



Extracts from A. Hamilton's Report. 109 

bias of temper, habit, infirmity of body, or some other cause, 
indisposing or disqualifying .hem for the toils of the coun
try. It is worthy of particular remark, that, in general, 
women and children are rendered more useful, and the lat
ter more early useful, by manufacturing establishments, 
than they would otherwise be. O f the number of persons 
employed in the cotton manufactories of Great Britain, it is 
computed t hat four-seven ths nearlyure women and children; 
of whom the greatest proportion are children, and many of 
them of a tender age. 

" And thus it appearstobcone of the attributes of manu
factures, and one of no small consequence, to give occasion 
to ihe exertion of a greater quantity of industry, even by the 
same number of persons, where they happen to prevail, 
than would exist, if there were no such establishments. 

IV. " As to the promoting of emigration from foreign 
countries. 
" M e n reluctantly quit one course of occupation and live

lihood for another, unless invited to it by very apparent and 
proximate advantages. Many who would go irom one 
country to another, if they had a prospect of continuing with 
more benefit, the callings to which they have been educa
ted, will not often be tempted to change their situation by 
the hope of doing better in some other way. Manufactu
rers, who (listening to the powerful invitation of a better 
price for their fabrics, or for their labour; of greater cheap
ness of provisions and raw materials; of an exemption Irom 
the chief pari of the taxes, burdens and restraints, which 
they endure in the old world; of greater personal indepen
dence and consequence, under ihe operation or a more equal 
government; and of what is far more precious than mere 
religious toleration, a perlect equality of religious privile
ges) would probably flock from Europe toth- United States 
to pursue their trades or professions, if they were once 
made sensible of the advantages tiny would enjoy, and were 
inspired with an assurance of encouragement and employ-
rm-ni; will wilh difficulty, be induced to transplant them
selves, with a view of becoming cultivators of Kind. 
" If it be true, then, that it is the interest of the United 

States to open every possible avenue to emigration from 
abroad, it affords a weighty argument for the encourage
ment of manufactures; which, for the reason just assigned, 
will have the strongest tendency lo multiply the induce
ments to it. 

R 
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" Here is perceived an important resource, not only for ex
tending the population, and with it the useful and produc
tive labour ol the country, but likewise for the prosecution 
of manufactures, without deducting from the number of 
hands which might otherwise be drawn to tillage; and even 
for the indemnification of agriculture forsuch as might hap
pen 10 be diverted from il. Many w h o m manufacturing 
views would induce to emigrate, would afterwards yield to 
the temptations, which the particular situation of this coun
try holds out to agricultural pursuits. And while agriculture 
would in other respects derive many signal and unmingled 
advantages, from the growth of manufactures, it is a pro
blem, whether it would gain or lose, as to the article of (he 
number of persons employed in carrying it on. 

V . " A s to the furnishing greater scope for the diversity 
of talents and dispositions, which discriminate men from 
each other. 

" This is a much more powerful mean of augmenting the 
fund of national industry than may at first sight appear. It 
is a just observation, that minds, of the strongest and most 
active powers for their proper objects, fall below mediocri
ty, and labour without effect, if confined to uncongenial pur
suits. And it is thence to be inferred, that the result of hu
man exertion may be immensely increased by diversifying 
its objects. W h e n all the different kinds of industry obtain 
in a community, each individual can find his proper ele
ment, and call into activity the whole vigour of his nature. 
And the community is benefitted by the services of its re
spective members, in the manner, in which each can serve 
it with most effect. 
" If there be any thing in a remark often to be met with, 

namely, that there is in ihe genius of the people of this 
country a peculiar aptitude for mechanical improvements, it 
would operate as a forcible reason for giving opportunities 
to the exercise of that species of talent, by the propagation of 
manufactures. 

VI. " A s to the affording a more ample and various field 
for enterprise. 

" This also is of greater consequence in the general scale 
of national exertion, than might perhaps on a superficial 
view be supposed, and has effects nut altogether dissimilar 
from those of the circumstance last noticed. T o cherish and 
stimulate the activity of the human mind by multiplying the 
objects of enterprise, is not among the least considerable of 
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the expedients, by which the wealth of a nation may be pro
moted. Even things, in themselves not positively advantage
ous, sometimes become so, by their tendency to provoke ex
ertion. Every new scene which is opened to the busy nature 
of man to rouse and exert itself, is the addition of a new en
ergy to the general stock of tffort. 

" The spirit of enterprise, useful and prolific as it is, must 
necessarily be contracted or expanded in proportion to the 
simplicity or variety of the occupations and productions 
which are to be found in a society. It must be less in a nation 
of mere cultivators, than in a nation of cultivators and mer
chants; less in a nation of cultivators and merchants, than in a 
nation of cultivators, artificers and merchants. 

VII. " A s to the creating, in some instances, a new, and 
securing in all a more certain and steady demand for ihe 
surplus produce of the soil. 

" This is among the most important of the circumstances 
which have been indicated. It is a principal mean, by which 
the establishment of manufactures contributes to an augmen
tation of the produce or revenue of a country, and has an im
mediate and direct relation to the prosperity of agriculture. 
" It is evident, that the exertions of the husbandman will 

be steady or fluctuating, vigorous or feeble, in proportion to 
the steadiness or fluctuation, adequateness, or inadequate-
ncss of the markets on which he must depend, for the vent 
of the surplus, which may be produced by his labour, and 
that such surplus, in the ordinary course of things, will be 
greater or less in the same proportion. 

" For the purpose of this vent, a domestic market is great
ly to be preferred to a foreign one; because it is, in the na
ture of things, far more to be relied on. 

" It is a primary object of the policy of nations, to be able 
to supply themselves with subsistence from their own soils; 
and manufacturing nations, as far as circumstances permit, 
endeavour to procure from the same source, the raw mate
rials necessary for their own fabrics. This disposition, urged 
by the spirit of monopoly, is sometimes even carried lo an 
injudicious extreme. It seems not always lo be recollected, 
that nations which have neither mines nor manufactures, can 
only obtain the manufactured articles of which they stand in 
need, by an exchange of the products ol their soils; and that 
if those who can best furnish them with such articles, are 
unwilling to give a due course to this exchange, they must 
of necessity make every possible effort to manufacture for 
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themselves; the effect of which is, that the manufacturing 
nations abridge the natural advantages of their situation 
through an unwillingness to permit the agricultural countries 
to enjoy the advantages of theirs; and sacrifice the interest 
of a mutually beneficial intercourse to the vain project of 
selling every thing and buying nothing. 
" But it is also a consequence of the policy,which has been 

noted, that the foreign demand for the products of agricul
tural countries, isin a great degree rathercasualand occasion
al, than certain or constant. T o what extent injurious inter
ruptions of the demand for some of ihe staple commodities 
of the United Slates, may have been experienced, from that 
cause, must be referred to the judgment of those who are 
engaged in carrying on the commerce of the country: but it 
may be safely affirmed, that such interruptions are at times 
very inconveniently felt, and that cases not unfrequently oc
cur, in which markets are so confined and restricted, as to 
render the demand very unequal to the supply. 

" Independently likewise of the artificial impediments, 
which are created by the policy in question, there are na
tural causes tending to render the external demand for the 
surplus of agricultural nations a precarious reliance. The 
differences of seasons in the countries which are the consu
mers, make immense differences in ihe produce of their 
own soils, in different years, and consequently in the degrees 
of their necessiiy for foreign supply. Plentiful harvests with 
them, especially if similar ones occur at the same time in 
the countries which are the furnishers, occasion of course a 
glut in the markets of the latter. 
11 Considering how fast and how much the progress of 

new settlements in the United States must increase the sur
plus produce of the soil, and weighing seriously the tenden
cy of the system, which prevails among most of the com
mercial nations of Europe, whatever dependence m a y b e 
placed on the force of natural circumstances to counteract 
the effects of an artificial policy; there appear strong rea
sons to regard the foreign demand for that surplus, as too 
uncertain a reliance, and to desire a substitute for it in an 
extensive domestic market. 
" T o secure such a market, there is no other expedient, 

'han to promote manufacturing establiahments. Manufac
turers, who constitute the most numerous class, after the 
cultivators of land, are for thai reason the principal consu
mers of the surplus of their labour. 
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" This idea of an extensive domestic market for the sur
plus produce of the soil, is of the first eonsequc.ice. It in. of 
all things, that which most effectually conuuc.s to a fl m .h-
ing state of agriculture. lithe effect otmanuLr.'oiuss u\< d 
be to detach a portion of the hand* which would -;;..-. «i>e 
be engaged in tillage, it might possioly cause a Woii T 
quantity of lands to be under cultivation, bill by tSeir ten
dency to procure a more certain demand lor the surplus 
produce of the soil, they would, at the same time, c-.u.c ihe 
lands, which were in cultivation, to be bciler improved and 
more productive. And while, by their influence, the condi
tion of each individual farmer would be meliorated, the total 
mass of agricultural production would probably be increas
ed. For this must evidently depend as much, if not more up
on the degree of improvement, than upon the number of 
acres under culture. 

" It merits particular observation, that the multiplication 
of manufactories not only furnishes a market for those articles 
which have been accustomed to be produced in abundance,in 
a country; but it likewise creates a demand for such as were 
either unknown or produced in inconsiderable quantitiet. 
T h e bowels, as well as the surface of the earth, are ran
sacked for articles which were before neglected. Animals, 
plants, and minerals acquire a utility and value, which were 
before unexplored. 

" T h e foregoing considerations seem sufficient to estab
lish as general propositions, that it is the interest of nations 
to diversify the industrious pursuits of the individuals who 
compose them—that the establishment of manufactures is 
calculated not only to increase the general stock of useful and 
productive labour, but even to improve the state of agricul
ture in particular, certainly to advance the interests of 
those who are engaged in it. There arc other views, thai 
will he hereafter taken of the subject, which, it is conceived, 
will serve to confirm these inferences. 

1. *' If the system of perfect liberty to industry and com
merce were ihe prevailing system of nations, the arguments 
which dissuade a country in the predicament of the United 
Stales, from the zealous pursuit of manufactures would 
doubtless have great force. It will not be affirmed, that they 
might not be permitted, with few exceptions, to serve as a 
rule of national conduct. In such a state of things, each 
country would have the full benefit of its peculiar advanta
ges, to compensate for its deficiencies or disadvantages. If 

K 2 
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one nation were in a condition to supply manufactured ar
ticles on better terms than another, thai other might find an 
abundant indemnification in a superior capacity to furnish 
the produce of the soil. And a free exchange, mutually be
neficial, of the commodities which each was able to supply, 
on the best terms, might be carried on between them, sup
porting in full vigour the industry of each. And though the 
circumstances which have been mentioned, and others which 
will be unfolded hereafter, render it probable, that nations 
merely agricultural, would not enjoy the same degree of 
opulence, in proportion to their numbers, as those which 
united manufactures with agriculture; yet the progressive 
improvement of the lands of the former, might, in the end, 
atone for an inferior degree of opulence in the meantime; 
and in a case in which opposite considerations are pretty 
equally balanced, the option ought perhaps always lo be in 
favour of leaving industry to its own direction. But the sys
tem, which has been mentioned, is far from characterising 
the general policy of nations. The prevalent one has been 
regulated by an opposite spirit. The consequence of it is, 
that the United Stales arc to a certain extent, in the situa
tion of a country precluded from foreign commerce. They 
can indeed, without difficulty, obtain from abroad the manu
factured supplies, of which they arc in want; but they ex
perience numerous and very injurious impediments lo the 
emission and vent of their own commodities. Nor is this the 
case in reference to a single foreign nation only. The regu
lations of several countries, with which wc have the most 
extensive intercourse, throw serious obstructions in the way 
of the principal staples of the United States. In such a po
sition of things, the United States cannot exchange with Eu
rope on equal terms; and the want of reciprocity would ren
der them the victim of a system, which should induce them lo 
confine their views to agriculture, and refrain from manufac
tures. A constant and increasing necessity, on their part, for 
the commodities of Europe, and only a partial and occasional 
demand for iheir own, in return, could not but expose them 
to a state of impoverishment, compared with the opulence 
to which their political and natural advantages authorize 
them to aspire. Remarks of this kind arc not made in the 
spirit of complaint. It is for the nations, whose regulations 
are alluded to, to judge for themselves, whether, by aiming 
at too much, they do not lose more than tbcy gain. It is for 
the United States lo consider by what means they can ten-
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dcr themselves least dependent, on the combinations, right 
or wrong, of foreign policy. It is no small consolation that 
already the measures which have embarrassed our trade, 
have accelerated internal improvements, which upon ihe 
whole have bettered our affairs. 

" T o diversify and extend these improvements, is the 
surest and safest method of indemnifying ourselves for any 
inconveniences, which those or similar measures have a ten
dency to beget. If F.urope will not take from us the pro
ducts of our soil, upon terms consistent with our interest, the 
natural remedy is to contract as fast as possible, our wants 
of her. 

2. « T h e conversion of their waste into cultivated lands, 
is certainly a point of great moment in the political calcula
tions of the United States. But the degree in which this may 
possibly be retarded by ihe encouragement of manufacto
ries, docs not appear to countervail the powerful induce
ments to affording that encouragement. 

" A n observation made in another place, is of a nature to 
have great influence upon this question—If it cannot be de
nied, that the interests even of agriculture ma*- be advanced 
more by having such of the lands of a state as arc occupied, 
under good cultivation, than by having a greater quantity 
occupied undcra much inferior cultivation; and if manufac
tories, for the reasons assigned, must be admitted to have a 
tendency to promote a more steady and vigorous cultivation 
of the lands occupied, than would happen without them, it 
will follow, that they are capable of indemnifying a country 
for a diminution of the progress of new settlements; and 
may serve to increase both the capital value and the income 
of its lands, even though they should abridge the number of 
acres under tillage. But it does by no means follow, that 
the progress of new settlements would be retarded by ihe 
extension of manufactures. The desire of being an indepen
dent proprietor of land, is founded on such strong principles 
in the human breast, that where the opportunity of becom
ing so is as great as it is in the United States, the proportion 
will be small of those, whose situations would otherwise 
lead to it, who would be diverted from it towards manufac
tures. And it is highly probable, as already intimated, that 
the accession of foreigners, who, originally drawn over by 
manufacturing views, would afterwards abandon them for 
agricultural, would be more than an equivalent for those of 
our citizens, who might happen lo be dctatched from them. 
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« The remaining objections to a particular encouragement 
of manufactures in the United Stales now require to be 
examined. 

" O n e of these turns on the proposition, that industry, if 
left to itself, will naturally find its way to the most useful 
and profitable employment. W h e n c e it is inferred, that 
manufactures, without the aid of government, will grow up 
as soon, and as fast, as the natural state of things, and the 
interest of the community, may require. 

" Against the solidity of this hypothesis, in the full latitude 
of the terms, very cogent reasoning may be offered. These 
have relation to the strong influence of habit, and the spirit 
of imitation; the fear of want of success in untried enter
prises; the intrinsic difficulties incident to first essays to
wards a competition with those who have previously attain
ed to perfection in the business to be attempted; the noun-
ties, premiums, and other artificial encouragements, with 
which foreign nations second the exertions of their cilizens, 
in the branches in which they are to be rivalled. 

" Experience teaches, thai m e n are often so much gover
ned by what they are accustomed to sec and practise, that 
the simplest and most obvious improvements, in the most 
ordinary occupations, are adopted with hesitation, reluc
tance, and by slow gradations. The superiority antecedently 
enjoyed by nations, who have pre-occupied and perfected a 
branch of industry, constitutes a more formidable obstacle, 
than either of those which have been mentioned, to the in
troduction of the same branch into a country, in which it did 
not before exist. To maintain between the recent establish
ments of one country, and the long-matured establishments of 
another country, a competition upon equal terms, both as to 
quality and price, is in most cases impracticable. T h e dispa
rity, in the one, or in the other, or in both, must necessarily 
be so considerable as to forbid a successful rivalship, without 
the extraordinary aid and protection of government. 

" But the greatest obstacle of all to the successful prose
cution of a new branch of industry in a country in which it 
was before unknown, consists, as far as the instance- apply, 
in the bounties, premiums, and other aids, which arc granted 
in a variety of cases, by the nations in which the establish
ments to be imitated are previously introduced. It is well 
known, that certain nations grant bounties on the exporta
tion of particular commodities, to enable their own work
m e n to undersell and supplant all competitors, in the eoun-
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tries to which those commodities arc sent. Hence the un
dertakers of a new manufacture have to contend, not only 
with the natural disadvantages of a new undertaking; but 
with the gratuities and remunerations which other govern
ments bestow. To be enabled to contend with suceeae, it ia 
evident, that the interference and aid of their government are 
indispensible. Combinations by those engaged in a parti
cular branch of business in one country, to frustrate the 
first efforts to introduce it in another, by temporary sacrifi
ces, recompensed perhaps by extraordinary indemnifications 
of the government of such country, are believed to have 
existed, and are not to be regarded as destitute of probabi
lity. T h e existence or assurance of aid from the govern
ment of the country, in which the business is to be intro
duced, may be essential to fortify adventurers against the 
dread of such combinations—to defeat their effects, if form
ed—and to prevent their being formed, by demonstrating 
that they must in the end prove fruitless. Whatever room 
there may be for an expectation that the industry of a peo
ple, under the direction of private interest, will upon equal 
terms find out the most beneficial employment for itself; 
there is none for a reliance, that it will struggle against the 
force of unequal terms, or will of itself surmount all the ad
ventitious barriers to a successful competition, which may 
have been erected from practice and previous possession of 
the ground, or by those which may have sprung from posi
tive regulations, and an artificial policy. This general re
flection might alone suffice as an answer to the objection 
under examination; exclusively of the weighty considera
tions which have been particularly urged." 
" To all the arguments which are brought to evince the 
impracticability of success in manufacturing establishments 
in the United States, it might have been a sufficient answer 
to have referred to the experience of what has been already 
done: it is certain that several important branches have 
grown up and flourished with a rapidity which surprises; 
affording an encouraging assurance of success in future at
tempts; of these it may noi be improper to enumerate the 
most considerable— 

" I. O f Skins. Tanned and tawed leather; dressed skins, 
shoes, boots and slippers, harness and saddlery of all kinds, 
portmanteaus and trunks, leather breeches, gloves, muffs 
and tippets, parchment and glue. 
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" II. Of Iron. Bar and sheet iron, steel, nail rods and nails, 
implements of husbandry, slovcs, pots and other household 
utensils, the steel and iron work of carriages, and for ship 
building; anchors, scale beams, and weights, and various 
tools of artificers; arms of different kinds; though the ma
nufacture of these last has of late diminished for want of 
demand. 

" III. Of Wood. Ships, cabinet wares and turnery, wool 
and cotton cards, and other machinery for manufactures and 
husbandry, mathematical instruments, coopers' wares ol 
every kind. 

" IV. O f Flax and Hemp. Cables, sail-cloth, cordage, 
twine and packthread. 
" V. Bricks and coarse tiles, and potters' wares. 
" VI. Ardent spirits, and malt liquors. 
" V I I Writing and printing paper,sheathing and wrap

ping paper, pasteboards, fullers' or press papers, paper 
hangings. 
" VIII. Hats of fur and wool, and of mixtures of both. 

Women's stuff and silk shoes. 
" IX. Refined sugars. 
" X. Oils of animals and seeds, soap, spermaceti and tal

low candles. 
" X I . Copper and brass wares, particularly utensils for 

distillers, sugar refiners and brewers, andirons and other 
articles for household use—philosophical apparatus. 

" XII. Tin wares for most purposes of ordinary use. 
"XIII. Carriages of all kinds. 
" XIV. Snuff, chewing and smoaking tobacco. 
" X V . Starch and hair powder. 
*' X V I . Lampblack and other painters' colours. 
» XVII. Gunpowder. 
« Besides manufactories of these articles which are car

ried on as regular trades, and have attained to a considerable 
degree of maturity, there is a vast scene of household ma
nufacturing, which contributes more largely to the supply 
of the community, than could be imagined, without having 
made it an object of particular inquiry. This observation 
is the pleasing result of the investigation, to which the sub
ject of this report has led; and is applicable as well to the 
southern as to the middle and northern states. Great 
quantities of coarse cloths, coatings, serges and flannels, 
linscy woolseys, hosiery of wool, cotton and thread, coarse 
fustians, jeans and muslins, checked and striped cotton and 
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linen goods, bedticks, coverlets and counterpanes, tow li
nens, coarse shirtings, sheetings, towelling and table linen, 
and various mixtures of wool and cotton, and of cotton and 
flax, are made in the household way; and in many instances 
to an extern not only sufficient for the supply of the families 
in which ihey arc made, but for sale; and even in some 
cases for exportation. It is computed in a number of dis
tricts, that two-thirds, three-fourths, and even four-fifths of 
all ihe clothing of the inhabitants arc made by themselves. 
The importance of so great a progress, as appears to have 
been made in family manufactures, within a few years, both 
in a moral and political view, renders ihe fact highly inte
resting. 
" Neither docs the above enumeration comprehend all the 

articles that arc manufactured as regular trades. Many 
others occur, which arc equally well established, but which 
not being of equal importance have been omitted. And 
there are many attempts still in their infancy, which, though 
attended with very favourable appearances, could not have 
been properly comprised in an enumeration of manufacto
ries already established. There are other articles also of 
great importance, which, though, strictly speaking, manu
factures, are omitted, as being immediately connected with 
husbandly; such are flour, pot ami pearl ash, pitch, tar, tur
pentine, and the like. 

" There remains to be noticed an objection to the encou
ragement of manufactures, of a nature different from those 
which question the probability of success—this is derived 
from its supposed tendency to give a monopoly of advan
tages to particular classes, at the expense of the rest of the 
community, who, it is affirmed, would be able to procure the 
ret/uiaite supplies of manufactured articles, on better terms 
from foreigners, than from our own citizens; and who, it is 
alleged, are reduced to the necessity of paying an enhanced 
price for whatever they want, by every measure, which ob
structs the free competition of foreign commodities. 

" It is not an unreasonable supposition, that measures 
which serve to abridge the free competition of foreign arti
cles, have a tendency to occasion an enhancement of prices, 
and it is not to be denied, that such is the effect in a number 
of cases* but the fact docs not uniformly correspond with 
the theory. A reduction of prices has, in several instances, 
immediately succeeded lo the establishment of a domestic ma
nufacture. Whether it be that foreign manufacturers en-
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deavour to supplant, by underselling our own, or whatever 
else be the cause, the effect has been such as is stated, and 
the reverse of what might have been expected. 

" But though it were true, that the immediate and certain 
effect of regulations controlling the competition of foreign 
with domestic fabrics, was an increase of price, it is univer
sally true, that the eontrary is the ultimate effect with 
every successful manufacture. When a domestic manufac
ture has attained to perfection, and has engaged in the pro-
aecution of it a competent number of persons, it invariably 
becomes cheaper. Being free from the heavy charges which 
attend the importation of foreign commodities, it can be af
forded, and accordingly seldom or never fails to be sold 
cheaper, in pricess of time, than was the foreign article for 
which it is a substitute. The internal competition which takes 
place, soon does away every thing tike monopoly; and by de
grees reduces the price of the article to the minimum of a 
reasonable profit on the eapttut employed. This accords 
with the reason of the thing, and with experience. 

" Whence it follows, that it is the interest of the commu
nity, with a view to eventual and permanent economy, to 
encourage the growth of manufactures. In a national view, 
a tcmfiorary enhancement of price must always be welt 
compensated by a permanent reduction of it. 

" It is a reflection, which may with propriety be indulged 
here, that this eventual diminution of the prices of manu
factured articles, which is the result of internal manufac
turing establishments, has a direct aud very important ten
dency to benefit agriculture. It enables ihe farmer to pro
cure, with a smaller quantity of his labour, the nianuiac-
tured pioducc of which he stands in need, and consequent
ly increases the value of his income and properly. 

*- The oojectiuns, which are commonly made to the expe
diency of encouraging, and to Ibe probability of succeeding 
in manufacturing pursuits, in the United States, having 
now been discussed, the consideration., which have ap
pealed in tbe course of the discussion, recommending that 
species of industry to the patronage of the government, 
will be materially strengthened by a few general and some 
particular topics, which have been naturally reserved for 
subsequent notice. 
" I. There seems to be a moral certainty that the trade of a 

country, which is both manufacturing and agricultural, will 
be more tucra'.ive and prosperous, than that of a country 
which is merely agricultural. 
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" One reason for this is found in that general effort of na
tions (which has been already mentioned) to procure from 
their own soils, the articles of prime necessity requisite to 
their o w n consumption and use; and which serves to ren
der their demand for a foreign supply of such articles in a 
great degree occasional and contingent. Hence, while the 
necessities of nations exclusively devoted to agriculture, 
for the fabrics of manufacturing stales, are constant and 
regular, the wants of the latter for the products of the for
mer, are liable to very considerable fluctuations and inter
ruptions. The great inequalities resulting from difference 
of seasons, have been elsewhere remarked; this uniformity 
of demand, on one side, and unsteadiness of it on the other, 
must necessarily have a tendency to cause the general 
cotirsc of the exchange of commodities between the parties, 
to turn to ihe disadvantage of the merely agricultural slates. 
Peculiarity of situation, a climate and soil adapted to the 
production of peculiar commodities, may, sometimes, con
tradict the rule; but there is every reason to believe, that 
it will be found,in the main,a just one. 

" Another c ircumsiancc, which gives a superiority of com
mercial advantages to stales that manufacture, as well as 
cultivate, consists in the more numerous attractions, which 
a more diversified market offers to foreign customers, and 
in the greater scope which it affords lo mercantile enter
prise. Il is a position of indisputable truth in commerce, 
depending too on very obvious reasons, that the greatest 
resort will ever be to those marts, where commodities, 
while equally abundant, are most various. Each difference 
of kind holds out an additional inducement; and it is a 
position not less clear, that the field of entcrpriso must be 
enlarged to the merchants of a country, in proportion to 
the variety as well as ihe abundance of commodities which 
they find at home for exportation to foreign markets. 

" A third circumstance, perhaps not inferior lo cither of 
the other two. conferring the superiority which has been 
stated, has relation to tin* stagnations of demand for certain 
commodities which at some lime or other interfere more 
or less with the sale ofal). T h e nation which can bring 
to market but few articles, is likely to be more quickly and 
sensibly affected by such stagnations; than one which is al
ways possessed of a great variety of commodities; ihe for
mer frequently finds too great a portion of its stock of ma
terial:;, for sale or exchange, lying on hand—or is obliged 

t 
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to make injurious sacrifices to supply its wants of foreign 
articles, which are numerous and urgent, in proportion to 
the smallness of the number of its own. T h e latter com
monly finds itself indemnified, by the high prices of some 
articles, for the low prices of others—and the prompt and 
advantageous sale of those article which are in demand 
enables its merchants the betier to wait for a favourable 
change, in respect to those which are not. There is ground 
to believe, that a difference of situation, in this particular, 
has immensely different effects upon the wealth and pros
perity of nations. 

" F r o m these circumstances, collectively, two important 
inferences arc to be drawn; one, that there is always a 
higher probability of a favourable balance of trade, in re
gard to countries, in which manufactures, founded on Ihe 
basis ol a thriving agriculture, flourish, than in regard to 
those, which arc confined wholly or almost wholly to agri
culture; the other (which is also a consequence of the first) 
that countries of ihe former description are likely 10 pos
sess more pecuniary wealth, or money, lhan those ot the 
latter. 

" But the uniform appearance of an abundance of specie, 
at the concomitant of a flourishing ttate of manufatturet, 
and of the reverte, where they do not prevail, afford a 
strong presumption of their favourable operation upon the 
wealth of a country. 

" Not only the wealth, but the independence and security 
of a country, appear to be materially connected with the 
prosperity of manufactures. Every nation, with a view to 
these greut objects, ought lo endeavour to possess within 
itself alt the essential' of national supply. These com
prise the means of subsistence, habitation, clothing, and de
fence. 

" Tbe possession of these is necessary to the perfection 
of the body politic, to the safely as well as lo the welfare of 
the society; the want of either, is the want of an important 
organ of political life and motion; and in the various crises 
which await a state, ii must severely feel the effects of 
such deficiency. The extreme embarrassments of the Unit
ed States, during the late war, from an incapacity of sup
plying th'msetves, are still matter of keen recollection: a 
future war might be expected again to exemplify the mis
chief s and dangers of a situation, to which that incapacity 
is still in too great a degree applicable, unless changed by 
timely and vigorous exertions. T o effect this change, as 
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fast as shall be prudent, merits all the attention and all the 
zeal of our public councils; 'tis the next great work to be 
accomplished. 

" T h e want of a navy to protect our external commerce, 
as long as it shall continue, must render it a peculiarly pre
carious reliance, for the supply of essential articles; and 
must serve to strengthen prodigiously the arguments in fa
vour of manufactures. 

" T o these general considerations arc added some of a 
more particular nature. 
" Our distance from Europe, Ihe great fountain of manu

factured supply, subjects us, in the existing state of things, 
to inconvenience and loss in two ways. 

" T h e bulkiness of those commodities which are the 
chief productions of the soil, necessarily imposes very 
heavy charges on their transportation, to distant markets. 
These charges, in the cases, in which the nations, to w h o m 
our products arc sent, maintain a competition in the supply 
of their own markets, principally fall upon us, and form ma
terial deductions, from the primitive value of the articles 
furnished. The charges on manufactured supplies brought 
from Europe, arc greatly enhanced by the same circum
stance of distance. These charges, again, in the cases in 
which our own industry maintains no competition, in our 
own markets, also principally fall upon us; and are an ad
ditional cause nf exiraordinary deduction from the primi
tive value of our own products; these being the materials 
of exchange for the foreign fabrics which wc consume. 
" T h e equality and moderation ofindividual property, and 

the growing settlements of new districts, occasion, in this 
country, an unusual demand for coarse manufactures; the 
charges of which being greater in proportion to their greater 
bulk, augment the disadvantage, which has just been des
cribed. 
" As in most countries domestic supplies maintain a very 

considerable competition with such foreign productions of 
the soil, as are imported for sale; if the extensive establish
ment of manufactories in the Uniicd States does not create 
a similar competition in respect to manufactured articles, it 
appears to be clearly deducible, from the considerations 
which have been mentioned, that they must sustain a double 
loss in iheir exchanges with foreign nations; strongly con
ducive to an unfavourable balance of trade, and very pre
judicial to their interests. 
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" These disadvantages press with no small weight, on the 
landed interest of the country. In acasons of peace, they 
cause a serious deduction from the intrinaie value of the 
products of the soil. In the time of a war, which should 
cither involve ourselves, or another nation, possessing a 
considerable share of our carrying trade, the charges on the 
transportation of our commodities, bulky as most of them 
arc, could hardly fail to prove a grievous burden to the 
farmer, while obliged to depend in so great a degree as he 
now does, upon foreign markets for ihe vent of the surplus 
of his labour. 

" It is not uncommon to meet with an opinion, that though 
the promoting of manufactures may be the interest of a part 
of the union, it is contrary to that of another part. T h e 
northern and southern regions arc sometimes represented 
as having adverse interests in this respect. Those arc call
ed manufacturing, these agricultural states; and a species 
of opposition is imagined to subsist between the manufac
turing and agricultural interest. 

" This idea of an opposition between those two interests 
is the common error of the early periods of every country; 
but experience gradually dissipates it. Indeed they arc 
perceived so often to succour and to befriend each other, 
that they come at length to be considered as one; a suppo
sition which has been frequently abused, and is not univer
sally true. Particular encouragements of particular manu
factures may be of a nature to sacrifice the interests of land
holders to those of manufacturers; but it is nevertheless a 
maxim well established by experience, and generally ac
knowledged where there has been sufficient experience, 
ihat tbe 'aggregate' prosperity of manufactures, and the 
1 aggregate' prosperity of agriculture are intimately con
nected. In the course of the discussion which has had 
place, various weighty considerations have been adduced 
operating in support of this maxim. Perhaps the superior 
steadiness of the demand of a domestic market for the sur
plus produce of the soil, is alone a convincing argument of 
its truth. 

" Ideas of a contrariety of interests between the northern 
and southern regions of the union, arc in the main as un
founded as they arc mischievous. The diversity of cir
cumstances, on which such contrariety is usually predicat
ed, authorizes a directly contrary conclusion. Mutual wants 
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constitute one of the strongest links of political connexion; 
and the extent of these bears a natural proportion to the 
diversity in ihe means of mutual supply. 

" Suggestions of an opposite complexion arc ever to be 
deplored, as unfriendly to the steady pursuit of one great 
c o m m o n cause, and to the perfect harmony of all the parts. 

"In proportion as the mind is accustomed to trace the 
intimate connexion of interests, which subsists between all 
the parts of society, united under the same government— 
the infinite variety of channels which serve to circulate the 
prosperity of each to and through the rest—in that propor
tion it will be little apt to be disturbed by solicitudes and 
apprehensions, which originate in local discriminations. It 
is a trulh as important as it is agreeable, and one to which 
it is not easy to imagine exceptions, that every thing tend
ing to establish substantial and -.ermancnt order, in the af
fairs of a country, to increase the total mass of industry and 
opulence, is ultimately beneficial to every part of it. O n 
the credit of this great truth, an acquiescence may safely 
be accorded, from every quarter, lo all institutions, and ar
rangements, which promise a confirmation of public order, 
and an augmentation of national resource. 

" But there arc more particular considerations which serve 
to fortify the idea, that the encouragement of manufactures 
is the interest of all parts of the union. If the northern 
and middle states should be the principal scenes of sucb 
establishments, they would immediately benefit the more 
southern, by creating a demand for productions, some of 
which they have in c o m m o n with the other states, and 
others which arc either peculiar to them, or more abun
dant, or of better quality than elsewhere. These produc
tions, principally, are timber, flax, hemp, cotton, wool, raw 
silk, indigo, iron, lead, furs, hides, skins and coals; of these 
articles, eolton and indigo are peculiar to the southern 
states: as arc, hitherto, lead and coals; flax, and hemp arc 
or may be raised in greater abundance there, than in the 
more northern states; and the wool of Virginia is said to 
be of better quality than that of any other state; a circum
stance rendered the more probable by the reflection, that 
Virginia embraces the same latitudes with the finest wool 
countries of Europe. The climate of the south is also bet
ter adapted to the production of silk-

" T h e extensive cultivation of cotton can perhaps hardly 
be expected, but from the previous establishment of do-

L 2 
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mcstic manufactories of the article; and the surest encou
ragement and vent, for the others, would result from simi
lar establishments in respect to them. 

" A full view having now been taken of the inducements 
to the promotion of manufactures in the United States, ac
companied with an examination of the principal objections 
which are commonly urged in opposition, it is proper, in 
the next place, to consider the means by which it may be 
effected, as introductory to a specification of the objects 
which, in the present state of things, appear the most fit to 
be encouraged, and of the particular measures which it 
may be adviseablc lo adopt, in respect to each. 

" In order to a better judgment of the means proper to 
be resorted to by the United States, it will be of use to 
advert to those which have been employed with success in 
other countries. The principal of these are— 

I. " Protecting duties—or duties on those foreign arti
cles which are the rivals of the domestic ones intended to 
be encouraged. 

" Duties of this nature evidently amount to a virtual 
bounty on the domestic fabrics, since, by enhancing the 
charges on foreign articles, they enable the national manu
facturers to undersell all their foreign competitors. The 
propriety of this species of encouragement need not be 
dwelt upon; as it is not only a clear result from the numer
ous topics which have been suggested, but is sanctioned 
by the laws of the United States, in a variety of instances; 
it has the additional recommendation of being a resource 
of revenue. Indeed all the duties imposed on imported 
articles, though with an exclusive view to revenue, have 
the effect in contemplation, and, except where they fall on 
raw materials, wear a beneficent aspect towards the manu
factures of the country. 

II." Prohibitions of rival articles, or duties equivalent lo 
prohibitions. 

" This is another and an efficacious means of encourag
ing national manufactures; but in general it is only fit to be 
employed when a manufacture has made such a progress, 
and is in so many hands, as to insure a due competition, 
and an adequate supply, on reasonable terms. Of duties 
equivalent lo prohibitions, there arc examples in the laws 
of the United Stales, and there arc other cases, to which 
the principle may be advantageously extended; but ihcy 
arc not numerous. 
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" Considering a monopoly of the domestic market to its 
own manufacturers as the reigning policy of manufacturing 
nations, a similar policy on the part ol the United Slates, 
in every proper instance, is dictated, it might almost be 
said, by the principles of distributive justice; certainly by 
the duty of endeavouring lo secure 10 their own citizens a 
reciprocity of advantages. 

" III. Prohibitions of the exportation of the materials of 
manufactures. 

" T h e desire of securing a cheap and plentiful supply for 
the national workmen, and, where the article is either pe
culiar to the country, or of peculiar quality there, the jea
lousy of enabling foreign workmen to rival those of the na
tion, with its own materials, arc the leading motives to this 
species of regulation. It ought not to be affirmed, that it 
is in no instance proper; but it is certainly one which ought 
to be adopted with great circumspection, and only in very 
plain cases. It is seen at once, that its immediate opera
tion is to abridge the demand and keep down the price of 
the produce of some other branch of industry, generally 
speaking, of agriculture, to the prejudice of those who car
ry it on; and though, if it be really essential to the pros
perity of any very important national manufacture, it may 
happen that those who are injured, in the first instance, 
may be eventually indemnified, by the superior steadiness 
ol an extensive domestic market depending on that pros
perity: yet in a matter, in which there is so much room for 
nice and difficult combinations, in which such opposite 
considerations combat each other, prudence seems to dic
tate, that the expedient in question, ought to be indulged 
with a sparing hand. 

IV." Pecuniary bounties. 
" This has been found one of the most efficacious means 

of encouraging manufactures, and it is, in some views, tbe 
best. Though it has not yet been practised upon by the 
government of the United States, (unless the allowance on 
the exportation of dried and pickled fish and salted meat 
could be considered as a bounty) and though it is less fa
voured by publick opinion than some other modes—its ad
vantages are these— 
_ I. " It is a species of encouragement more positive and 

direct than any other, and for that very reason, has a more 
immediate tendency to stimulate and uphold new enter
prises, increasing the chances of profit, and diminishing 
the risks of loss, in the first attempts-



128 Extracts from A. Hamilton's Report. 

2." It avoids the inconvenience of a temporary augmen
tation of price, which is incident to some other modes, or 
it produces it to a less degree; either by making no addi
tion to the charges on the rival foreign article, as in the 
case of protecting duties, or by making a smaller addition. 
T h e first happens when the fund for the bounty is derived 
from a different object (which may or may not increase 
the price of some other article, according to the nature of 
thai object;) the second, when the fund is derived from 
the same or a similar object of foreign manufacture. One 
per cent, duty on the foreign article, converted into a boun
ty on the domestic, will have an equal effect with a duty 
of two per cent, exclusive of such bounty; and the price of 
the foreign commodity is liable to be raised, in the one 
Case, in the proportion of one per cent- in the other, in 
that of two per cent. Indeed the bounty, when drawn from 
another source, is calculated to promote a reduction of 
price; because, without laying any new charge on the fo
reign article, it serves to introduce a competition with it, 
and to increase the total quantity of the article in the 
market. 

3.«' Bounties have not, like high protecting duties, a ten
dency to produce scarcity. A n increase of price is not al
ways the immediate, though, where the progress of a do
mestic manufacture docs not counteract a rise, it is com
monly the ultimate effect of an additional duty. In the 
interval, between the laying of the duty and a proportiona
ble increase of price, it may discourage importation, by in
terfering with the profits to be expected from the sale of 
the article. 

4. " Bounties are sometimes not only the best, but the 
only proper expedient, for uniting the encouragement of a 
new object of agriculture, with that of a new object of manu
facture. It is the interest of the farmer to have the pro
duction of the raw material promoted, by counteracting the 
interference of the foreign material of the same kind—It 
is the interest of the manufacturer to have the material 
abundant or cheap, If, prior to the domestic production of 
the material, in sufficient quantity, to supply the manurac-
tuierongood terms, a duty be laid upon the importation 
of it from abroad, with a view to promote the raising of it 
at home, the interest both of the farmer and manufacturer 
will he disserved. By either destroying the requisite sup
ply, or raising the price of the article, beyond what can be 
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afforded to be given for it, by the conductor of an infant 
manufacture, it is abandoned or fails; and there being no 
domestic manufactories, to create a demand for the raw 
material, which is raised by the farmer, it is in vain, that 
the competition of the like foreign articles, may have been 
destroyed. 

" It cannot escape notice, that a duly upon the importa
tion of an article, can no otherwise aid ihe domestic produc
tion of it, than by giving the latter greater advantages in 
the home market. Ii can have no influence upon the ad
vantageous sale of ihe article produced in foreign markets; 
no tendency, therefore, to promote its exportation. 

" The true way to conciliate those two interests, is to lay 
a duty on foreign manufactures of the material, the growth 
of which is desired to be encouraged, and to apply the pro
duce of that duly by way of bounty, cither upon the pro
duction of ihe material itself, or upon its manufacture at 
home, or upon both. In this disposition of the thing, the 
manufacturer commences his enterprise, under every ad
vantage, which is attainable us to quantity or price of the 
raw material; and the farmer, if the bounty be immediately 
given to him, is enabled by it to enter into a successful 
competition with the foreign material: if the bounty be to 
the manufacturer on so much of the domestic material as 
he consumes, the operation is nearly the same; he has a 
motive of interest to prefer the domestic commodity, if of 
equal quality, even at a higher price than the foreign, so 
long as the difference of price is any thing short of the 
bounty, which is allowed upon the article. 

" Except the simple and ordinary kinds of household ma
nufacture, or those for which there are very commanding 
local advantages, pecuniary bounties are in most cases in
dispensable to the introduction of a new branch. A tti-
mulus and a support not less powerful and direct is, gene
rally speaking, essential to the overcoming of the obstacles 
which arise from the competitions of superior skill and ma
turity elsewhere. Bounties are especially essential, in re
gard to articles, upon which those foreigners who have been 
accustomed to supply a country, arc in the practice of 
granting them. 

" T h e continuance of bounties on manufactures long es
tablished, must almost always be of questionable policy: 
becausc a presumption would arise in every such case, that 
there were natural and inherent impediments to success. 
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But tit new undertakings, they are as justifiable as they are 
fiftentimea neceasary. 

" There is a degree of prejudice against bounties, from 
an appearance of giving away the public money, without 
an immediate consideration, and from a supposition, that 
they serve to enrich particular classes, at the expense of 
the community. 

" But neither of these sources of dislike will bear a serious 
examination: There is no purpose to which public money 
can be more benrflciallu applied, than to the acquisition of 
a new and usrful b anch of industry; no consideration more 
valuable than a permanent addition to the general stock of 
productive labour. 

" A s to the second source of objection, it equally lies 
against other modes of encouragement which arc admitted 
to be eligible. A s often as a duty upon a foreign article 
makes an addition to its price, it causes an extra expense 
to the community, for the benefit of the domestic manufac
turer. A bounty does no more. But if is the interest of 
the society, in each case, to submit lo a temporary expense, 
which is more than compensated, by an increase of industry 
and -:•' atth —J.-, an augmentation of resources and indtpen-
dence—and by the circumstance of eventual cheapneaa, 
which has been noticed in another place. 

V . " Premiums. 
'•These are of a nature allied to bounties, though distin

guishable from them in some important features. 
" Bounties are applicable to the whole quantity of an arti

cle produced,or manufactured, or exported, and involve a 
correspondent expense: premiums ?ervc to reward some 
particular excellence or superiority, some extraordinary 
exertion or skill, and arc dispensed only in a small number 
of cases. But thoir effect is to stimulate general effort; 
contrived so as to be both honorary and lucrative, they ad
dress themselves to different passions; touching the chords 
as well of emulation as of interest. They arc accordingly 
a very economical mean of exciting the enterprise of a 
whole community. 

" There are various societies in different countries, whose 
object is the dispensation of premiums for the encourage
ment of agriculture, arts, manufactures, and commerce; 
and though they arc, for the most part, voluntary associa
tions, with comparatively slender funds, their utility has 
been immense. M u c h has been done by this mean in 
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Great Britain; Scotland in particular, owes materially to it 
a prodigious amelioration of condition. From a similar 
establishment in the United Slates, supplied and supported 
by the government of the union, vast benefits might rea
sonably be expected. 

VI. « T h e exemption of the materials of manufactures 
from duty. 

" The policy of that exemption, as a general rule, particu
larly in reference to new establishments, is obvious. It can 
hardly ever lie advisable to add the obstructions of fiscal 
burdens to the difficulties which naturally embarrass a new 
manufacture; and where it is matured and in condition to 
become an object of revenue, it is, generally speaking, 
belter that the fabric, than the material, should be ihe sub
ject of taxation. Ideas of proportion between the quan
tum of the tax and the value of the article, can be more 
easily adjusted in the former than in the latitr case. A n ar
gument for exemptions of this kind in the United States, is 
to be derived from the practice, as far as their necessities 
have permitted, of those nations whom wc are to meet as 
competitors in our own and in foreign markets. 

V H . " Drawbacks of the duties which arc imposed on the 
materials of manufactures. 

" It has already been observed, as a general rule, that du
ties on those materials ought, with certain exceptions, to 
be forborne. O f these exceptions, three cases occur, 
which may serve as examples—one, where the material is 
itself an object of general or extensive consumption, and a 
fit and productive source of revenue: another, where a ma-
nulaciure of • simpler kind, the competition of which with 
a like domestic article is desired to be restrained, partakes 
of the nature of a raw material, from being capable by a 
further process, to be converted into a manufacture of a 
different kind, the introduction or growth of which is desir
ed to be encouraged: a third, where the material itself is 
a production of the country, and in sufficient abundance to 
furnish a cheap and plentiful supply to the national manu
facturers. 

"Under the first description comes the article of molasses. 
It is not only a fair object of revenue, but being a sweet, it 
is just that the consumers of it should pay a duty as well 
as the consumers of sugar. 

" Cottons and linen in their white state, fall under the se
cond description—a duly upon such as are imported is pro-



132 Extracts from A. Hamilton's Report. 

per to promote the domestic manufacture of similar arti
cles in the same slate—a drawback of that duty is proper 
to encourage the printing and staining at home, of those 
which arc brought from abroad. W h e n the first ol these 
manufactures has attained sufficient maturity in a country, 
to furnish a full supply for the second, the utility of the 
drawback ceases. 
" T h e article of hemp cither now does or may be expected 

soon to exemplify the third case, in the United States. 
" Where duties on the materials of manufactures are not 

laid for the purpose of preventing a competition with some 
domestic production, the same reasons which recommend, 
as a general rule, the exemption of those materials from 
duties, would recommend, as a like general rule, the al
lowance of drawbacks in favour of the manufacturer; ac
cordingly, such drawbacks are familiar in countries which 
systematically pursue the business of manufactures; which 
furnishes an argument for the observance of a similar poli
cy in the United Slates; and the idea has been adopted by 
the laws of the union, in the instances of salt and molas
ses. It is believed that it will be found advantageous to 
extend it to some other articles. 

VIII. " T h e encouragement of new inventions and disco
veries, at home, and of the introduction- into the United 
States of such as may have been made in other countries; 
particularly those which relate to machinery. 
" It is customary with manufacturing nations to prohibit, 

under severe penalties, the exportation of implements and 
machines, they have cither invented or improved. There 
are already objects for a similar regulation in the United 
States; and others may be expected to occur from time to 
time. The adoption of it seems to be dictated by the prin
ciple of reciprocity. Greater liberality, in such respects, 
might belter comport with the general spirit of the coun
try; bui a selfish and exclusive policy in other quarters, 
will not always permit tne free indulgence of a spirit which 
would place us upon an unequal footing. A s far as prohibi
tions tend to prevent foreign competitors from deriving 
the benefit of ihe improvements made at home, they tend 
lo increase the advantages of those by w h o m they may 
have been introduced; and operate as an encouragement to 
exertion. 

IX. "Judicious regulations for the inspection of manu
factured commodities. 
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This is not among the least important of the means, by 
which the prosperity of manufactures may be promoted. It 
is indeetl in many cases one of the most essential. Con
tributing to prevent frauds upon consumers at home- and 
exporters to foreign countries—to improve the quality and 
preserve the character of the national manufactures, it can
not fail to aid the expeditious and advantageous sale of 
them, and to serve as a guard against successful competi
tion from other quarters. The reputation of the flour and 
lumber of some states, and of the potash of others, has 
been established by an attention to this point. And the 
like good name might be procured for those articles, 
wheresoever produced, by a judicious and uniform system 
of inspection throughout the ports of the United States A 
like system might also be extended with advantage to other 
commodities. 
•• X. T h e facilitating of pecuniary remittances from place 

to place. 
" X L T h e facilitating of the transportation of commodi

ties. 
" T h e foregoing are the principal of the means, by which 

the growth of manufactures is ordinarily promoted. It is, 
however, not merely necessary that measures of govern
ment, which have a direct view to manufactures, should be 
calculated to assist and protect them; hut that those which 
only collaterally affect them, in the general course of the 
administration, should be guarded from any peculiar ten
dency to injure them. 
" The possibility of a diminution of the revenue may pre
sent itself, as an objection to the arrangements which have 
been submitted. 

" But there is no truth which may be more firmly relied 
upon, than that the interests of the revenue are promoted 
by whatever promotes an increase of national industry and 
wealth. 
" In proportion to the degree of these, is the capacity of 

every country to contribute to the public treasury; and 
when the capacity to pay is increased, or even is not de
creased, the only consequence ol measures which diminish 
any particular resource is a change of the objiei. It by 
encouraging the manufacture of an article at home, the 
revenue, uhich has been wont lo accrue from its importa
tion, should be lessened, an indemnification can easily be 
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found, cither out of the manufacture itself, or from some 
other object which may be deemed more convenient." 

To fill up the chasm here, we annex the opinions of the ex-
president, Mr. Jefferson, on the same subject, given in 
reply to a letter from Benjamin Austin, Esq. of Boston. 

Extract of a letter from Benjamin Austin, Esq. to the 
Hon. Thomat Jefferson. 

December 9, 1815. 
' A s the present state of our country demands extraordi

nary efforts in congress to bring forward the agricultural 
and manufacturing interests of the United States, I a m in
duced to mention a plea often used by the friends of Eng
land, that the work-shofts of Europe are recommended by 
you as the most proper to furnish articles of manufacture 
to the citizens of the United States, by which they infer that 
it is your opinion, that the manufactures of this country 
are not proper objects for congressional protection. They 
frequently enlarge on this idea as corresponding with your 
sentiments, and endeavour to weaken our exertions in this 
particular, by quoting you as the advocate of foreign ma
nufactures, to ihe exclusion of domestic. Not that these 
persons have any friendly motive towards you: but they 
think it will answer their purposes if such sentiments can 
be promulgated with an appearance of respect to your 
opinion. 1 a m sensible that many of these persons mean 
to misrepresent your real intentions; being convinced that 
the latitude they take with your remarks on manufactures, 
is far beyond what you contemplated at the period they 
were written. The purity of your mind could not lead 
you to anticipate the perfidy of foreign nations, which has 
since taken place.—If you had, it is impossible that you 
would have discouraged the manufactures of a nation, 
whose fields have since been abundantly covered with 
merino sheep, flax and cotton; or depended on looms at 
6000 miles distance, to furnish the citizens with clothing, 
when their internal resources were adequate to produce 
such necessaries by their domestic industry. 

' You will pardon m y remarks, and excuse m y freedom 
in writing you on this subject. But it would be an essen
tial service at this crisis, when the subject of manufactures 
will come so powerfully before congress, by petitions from 
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various establishments, if you would condescend to express 
more minutely your idea of the 'workshops of Europe,' 
in the supply of such articles as can be manufactured among 
ourselves. A n explanation from you on this subjcci would 
greatly contribute lo the advancement of those manufac
tures, which have risen during the late war to a respect
able state of maturity and improvement. Domestic manu
factures arc the object contemplated; instead of establish
ments under the sole control of capitalists, our children 
may be educated under the inspection of their parents while 
the habits of induslry may be duly inculcated. 
* If the general idea should prevail that you prefer 

foreign work-shops to domestic, ihe high character you 
sustain among the friends of our country, may lead them 
to a discouragement of that entcrprizc which is viewed by 
many as an essential object of our national independence. 
I should not have taken the freedom of suggesting m y ideas, 
but being convinced of your patriotism, and devotcdness to 
the good of your country, I a m urged to make the forego
ing observations; your candour will excuse m e if they are 
wrong.' 

Extract from M r . Jefferson's answer. 
January 9th. 1316. 

* You tell me I am quoted by those who wish to continue 
our dependence on England for manufactures. There was a 
time when I might have been so quoted with more candour. 
But within the thirty years which have since elapsed, 
how are circumstances changed? W e were then in peace 
— o u r independent place among nations was acknowledged. 
A commerce which offered the raw materials in exchange 
for the same material, after receiving the last touch of in
dustry was worthy the attention of all nations. It was ex
pected, that those especially to w h o m manufacturing in
dustry, was important, would cherish the friendship of such 
customers by every favour, and particularly cultivate their 
peace by every act of justice and friendship. Under this 
prospect the question seemed legitimate, whether with 
such an immensity of unimproved land, courting the hand 
of husbandry, the inilustry of agriculture or that of manu
factures, would add most to the national wealth? And the 
doubt on the utility of American manufactures was enter
tained on this consideration chiefly, that to the labour of the 
husbandman a vast addition is made by the spontaneous 
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energies of the earth on which it is employed. For one 
grain of wheat committed to the earth, she renders 20, 30, 
and even 50 fold.—Whereas the labour of the manufac
turer falls in most instances vastly below this profit. 
Pounds of flax in his hands, yield but penny weights of lace. 
This exchange, too, laborious as it might seem, what a field 
did it promise for the occupation of the ocean—what a 
nursery for that class of citizens who were to exercise and 
maintain our equal rights on that element?—This was the 
state of things in 1785, when the Notes on Virginia were 
first published; when the ocean being open to all nations, 
and their common rights on it acknowledged and exercised 
under regulations sanctioned by the assent and usages 
of all, it was thought that the doubt might claim some con
sideration. But who, in 1785, could foresee the rapid de
pravity which was to render the close of that century a dis
grace to the history of civilized society? W h o could have 
imagined that the two most distinguished in the rank of 
nations, for science and civilization, would have suddenly 
descended from that honourable eminence, and setting at 
defiance all those laws established by ihe Author of Nature 
between nation and nation, as between man and man, would 
cover earth and sea with robberies and piracies, merely 
because strong enough to do it with temporal impunity; 
and that under this disbandment of nations from social or
der, we should have been despoiled of a thousand ships, 
and have thousands of our citizens reduced to Algerine 
slavery? And all this has. taken place. The British inter
dicted to our vessels all harbours of the globe, without 
having first proceeded to some one of theirs, there paid a 
tribute proportioned to the cargo, and obtained a license to 
proceed to the port of destination. T h e French declared 
them to be lawful prize if they had touched at a port, or 
been visited by a ship, of the enemy nation. Compare thij 
state of things with that of '85, and say whether an opinion 
founded in the circumstances of that day, can be fairly ap
plied to those of the present. W e have experienced what 
wc did not then believe, that there exists both profligacy 
aud power enough to exclude us from the field of inter
change with other nations; that to be independent for the 
comforts of life we mutt fabricate them ourtelvet. W e mutt 
now place the manufacturer by the side of the agricultu
rist. The former question is suppressed, or rather as
sumes a new form. The grand inquiry now is, shall we 
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make our own comfortt, or go without them at the will of a 
foreign nation? He, therefore, who is now against domestic 
manufactures, must be for reducing us either to a depen
dence on that nation, or to be clothed in skins and lo live 
like wild beasts, in dens and caverns.—I a m proud to say, 
I am not one of i i.i si.. Experience has taught m e that 
manufactures are now at necessary to our independence at 
to our comfort—-and if those who quote m e as of adifferent 
opinion, will keep pace with m e in purchasing nothing fo
reign, where an equivalent of domestic fabric can be ob
tained, without regard to difference of price, it will not b * 
our fault if we do not have a supply at home equal to our 
demand, and wrest that weapon of distress Irom the hand 
which has so long wantonly wielded it. If it shall be pro
posed to go beyond our own supply, the question of '85 
will then recur, viz.: Will our surplus labour be then 
more beneficially employed in the culture of the earth, or 
in the fabrications of an? W e have time yet for considera
tion, before that question will press upon us; and the max
im to be applied will depend on the circumstances which 
•shall then exist. For in so complicated a science as poli
tical economy, no one maxim can be laid down as wise and 
expedient for all times and circumstances. Inattention to 
this is what has called for this explanation, to answer the 
cavils of the uncandid, who use m y former opinion only as 
a stalking-horse to keep us in eternal vassalage to a foreign 
and unfriendly nation.' 

NO. X. 

Philadelphia, June 18, 1819. 
A n idea appears to be entertained by many persons 

thai our views lead to great innovations, and to advocate 
visionary and new formed projects, of which the results 
may be pernicious. The extracts from the report of 
Alexander Hamilton, on manufactures, contained in our last 
address, ought to remove all doubt on this subject. That 
most excellent document presented to the United States a 
plan of policy which embraced, on the most liberal scale* 
that protection of the manufacturing industry of the United 
States, of which we are endeavouring, with our feeble ef
forts, to prove the necessity. 

m % 
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"Wc now lay before you two important reports of the 
committee of commerce and manufactures of the congress 
of 1816—that congress by which was enacted ihe tariff that 
has produced the present calamitous state of affairs. These 
documents fully prove, that the subject had been duly con
sidered, and was fully understood by that committee, whose 
wise counsels, unfortunately, were over-ruled by the disci
ples of A d a m Smith, those gentlemen, whose maxim is 
* to buy where articles can be had cheapest''—a maxim, we 
repeat, to the utter rejection of which Great Britain owes 
the great mass ol her wealth, power, and resources—a 
maxim which has never failed to ruin any nation by which 
it has been adopted. 

A cursory view of these reports will evince the sagacity 
of the gentlemen by w h o m they were drawn up. Their 
predictions have unhappily become history. The present 
impoverishment of the country, obviously resulting from 
the neglect of protecting domestic manufactures, was as 
clearly foretold by them, in 1816, as it can now be descri
bed by the most accurate pencil. In an ill hour, the admo
nitions of the committee were disregarded—and heavily ihe 
nation at present pays the forfeit. 

W e annex to these reports the petition of the cotlon 
manufacturers of Oneida county, in the stale ot N e w York, 
presented to congress in the year 1818, a patheiic ap
peal to their fellow citizens for protection—an appeal lo 
which no attention whatever was paid. They were consign
ed to ruin, without the least attempt to interpose in their 
favour. 
Report of the committee of commerce and manufactures, to 

which were referred the memorials and petitions of the 
manufacturers of cotton woo/.—February 13, 1816. 

" The committee of commerce and manufactures, to which 
were referred the memorials and petitions of the man
ufacturers of cotton wool, respectfully submit the fol
lowing R E P O R T — 
" The committee were conscious, that they had no ordi

nary duly to perform, when the house of representatives 
referred to their consideration, the memorials and petitions 
of the manufacturers of cotton wool. In obedience to the 
instructions of the house, they have given great attention to 
the subject, and beg leave to present the result of their de
liberations-
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" They are not a little apprehensive, that they have not 
succeeded in doing justice to a subject so intimately con
nected with the advancement and prosperity of agriculture 
and commerce—a subject which enlightened statesmen and 
philosophers have deemed not unworthy of their attention 
and consideration. 

" It it noi the intention of the committee to offer any 
theoretical opinions of their own, or of others. They are 
persuaded that a display of speculative opinions would not 
meet with approbation. From these views, the committee 
are disposed to state facts, and make such observations only 
as shall be intimately connected with, and warranted by, 
them. 

" Prior to the years 1806 and 1807, establishments for 
manufacturing cotton wool had not been attempted, but in 
a few instances, and on a limited scale. Their rise and 
progress arc attributable to embarrassments to which com
merce was subjected; which embarrassments originated 
in causes not within the control of human prudence. 

" While commerce flourished, the trade which had been 
carried on with the continent of Europe, with the East-In
dies, and with the colonics of Spain and France, enriched 
our enterprising merchants, the benefits of which were 
sensibly felt by the agriculturists, whose wealth and industry 
were increased and extended. W h e n external commerce 
was suspended, the capitalists throughout the union became 
solicitous to give activity to their capital. A portion of it, 
it is believed, was directed to the improvement of agricul
ture, and not an inconsiderable portion of it, as it appears, 
was likewise employed in erecting establishments, for manu -
faciuiing cotton wool. T o make the statement as satis
factory as possible—to give it all the certainty that it is 
susceptible of attaining, the following facts arc respectfully 
submitted to the consideration of the house. They show 
the rapid progress which has been made in a few years, and 
evidence the ability to carry them on with certainty of suc
cess, should a just and liberal policy regard thcin as objects 
deserving encouragement. IN T H E YEAR. 

1800 
180S 
1810 
1816 

Bate* it cotton mnriutac hired in 
DiaDulacluring e'tablitbmetitt. 

600 
1,000 

10,000 
90.000 . 
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" This statement the committee have no reason to doubt; 
nor have they any to question the truth of the following 
succinct statement ol" the capital which is employed, of ihe 
labour which it commands, and of the products of that la
bour. 
" Capital g 40,000,000 
" Males employed, from the age of seven
teen and upwards - 10,000 

" W o m e n and female children - 66,000 
" Boys, under seventeen years of age - 24,000 
" Wages of one hundred thousand persons, 
averaging g 150 each - 15,000,000 

" Cotton wool manufactured, nine thousand 
bales, amounting to lbs. - • 27,000,000 

11 Number of yards of cotton, of various kinds, 81,000,000 
« Cost, per yard, averaging 30 cents - g24,300,000 
" The rise and progress of such establishments can ex

cite no wonder. The inducements to industry in a free 
government arc numerous and inviting. Effects are always 
in unison with their causes. The inducements consist in 
the certainty and security which every citizen enjoys of ex
ercising exclusive dominion over the creations of his genius, 
and the products of his labour; in procuring from his na
tive soil, at all times, with facility, the raw materials that 
arc required; and in the liberal encouragement that will be 
accorded by agriculturists to those who, by their labour, 
keep up a constant and increasing demand for the produce 
of agriculture. 

" Every stale will participate in those advantages. The 
resources of each will be explored, opened, and enlarged. 
Different sections of the union will, according to their posi
tion, the climate, the population, the habits of the people, and 
the nature of the soil, strike into that line of industry, which 
is best adapted to their interest and the good of the whole; 
an active and free intercourse, promoted and facilitated by 
roads and canals, will ensue: prejudices which are genera
ted by distance, and ihe wani of inducements to approach 
each other, and reciprocate benefits, will be removed; in
formation will be extended; the union will acquire strength 
and solidity; and ihe constitution of the United States, and 
that of each state, will be regarded as fountains from which 
flow numerous streams of public and private prosperity. 
•* Each government, moving in its appropriate orbit, per

forming with ability, its separate functions, will be endear
ed to the hearts of a good and grateful people. 
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" The stales that are most disposed to manufactures, as 
regular occupations, will draw from the agricultural states 
all the raw materials which they want, and not an incon
siderable portion also of the necessaries of life; while the 
latier will, in addition to the benefits which they at present 
enjoy, always command, in peace or in war, al moderate 
prices, every species of manufacture, that their wants may 
require. Should they be inclined lo manufacture for them
selves, they can do so with success; because they have all 
the means in iheir power to erect and extend at pleasure 
manufacturing establishments. Our wants being supplied 
by our own ingenuity and industry, exportation of specie to-
pay for foreign manufactures, will cease. 
" Thevatur of American produce at this time exported, will 

not enable the importers to pay J or the foreign manufactures 
imported. Whenever the two accounts shall be fairly stated, 
the balance against ibe United Slates will be found to be 
many millions of dollars. Such is the stale of things, that 
the change must be to the advantage of the United Slates. 
T h e precious metals will he attracted to them, the diffusion 
of which, in a regular and uniform current through the 
great arteries and veins of ihe body politic, will give to each 
member health and vigour. 

" In proportion as the commerce of the United States de
pends 041 agriculture and manufactures, as a common basis, 
will it increase and become independent of those revolutions 
and fluciualions, which the ambition and jealousy offoreign 
governments arc too apt to produce. Our navigation will 
be quickened; and supported as it will be by internal re
sources never before at the command of any nation, will ad
vance lo the extent of those resources. 
" N e w channels of trade, lo enterprise, no less important 

than productive, arc opening, which can be secured only by 
a wise and prudent policy appreciating iheir advantage. 

" If want ol foresight should neglect the cultivation and 
improvement of them, the opportune moment may be lost, 
perhaps for centuries, and ihe energies ol ibis nation be 
thereby prevented from developing themselves, and from 
making the boon which is proffered, our own. 

" By trading on our own capital, collisions with other na
tions, if they be not entirely done away, will be greatly dimi
nished. 

" This natural order of things exhibits the commencement 
of a new epoch, which promises peace, security, and re-
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pose, by a firm and steady reliance on the produce of agri
culture, on the treasures that arc embosomed in the earth, 
on the genius and ingenuity of our manufacturers and me
chanics, and on the intelligence and enterprise of our mer
chants. 

" The governmeni possessing the intelligence and the art 
of improving the resources of ihe nation, will increase its 
efficient powers, and enjoying the confidence of those whom 
it has made happy, will oppose the assailants of the nation's 
rights, the true, the only invincible -Egis, the unity of will 
and strength. Causes producing war will be few. Should 
war take place, its calamitous consequences will be miti
gated, and the expenses and burdens of such a st-te of 
things will fall with a weight much less oppressive and in
jurious on the nation. The expenditures of tbe last war 
were greatly increased by a dependence on foreign sup
plies. The prices incident to such a dependence will al
ways be high. 

** Had not our nascent manufacturing establishments in
creased the quantity of commodities, at that time in de
mand, the expenditures would have been much greater, 
and consequences ihe most fatal and disastrous, alarming 
even in contemplation, would have been the fate of this na
tion. T h e experience of the pasl teaches a lesson never to 
be forgotten, and points emphatically to the remedy. A 
wise government should heed its admonitions, or the inde
pendence of this nation will be exposed to' the shafts of 
fortune.* 
" T h e committee, keeping in view the interesis of the na

tion, cannot refrain from slating lhat collon fabrics import
ed from India, interfere not less with that encouragement 
to which agriculture is justly entitled, than they do with 
thai which ought reasonably to be accorded to the manu
facturers of cotton wool. T h e raw material of which they 
are made is the growth of India, and of a quality inferior lo 
our own. 

" The fabrics themselves, in point of duration and use, 
are likewise inferior to the substantial fabrics of American 
manufacture. Although the India cotton fabrics can be 
sold for a lower price than ihe American, yet the difference 
in texture is so much in favour of the American, that the 
laitcr may be safely considered as the cheapest. 

" T h e distance of most of the western states from the 
ocean, the exuberant richness of the soil, and the variety of 
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its products, forcibly impress the mind of the committee 
wiih a belief, that all these causes conspire to encourage 
manufactures, and lo give an impetus and direction lo such 
a disposition. Although the western states may be said 
to be in the gristle, in contemplation of lhat destiny, to 
which they 3rc hastening, yet the products of manutac-
tures in those slates arc beyond every calculation that 
could reasonably be made; contrary to the opinion of many 
enlightened and virtuous men, who have supposed that 'he 
inducemenis to agriculture and the superior advantages of 
that life, would suppress any disposition to that sort of in
dustry. But theories, how ingeniously soever they may bo 
constructed, how much soever they may be made to con
form to the laws of symmetry and beauty, are no sooner 
brought into conflict with facts, than they fall into ruins. 
In viewing their fragments, the mind is irresistibly led to 
render the homage due to the genius and taste of the ar
chitects; but cannot refrain from regretting ihe waste, to no 
purpose, of superior intellects. T h e western slates prove 
the fallacy of such theories; they appear in their growth 
and expansion to be in advance of thought; while the po
litical economist is drawing their portraits, their features 
change and enlarge, with such rapidity, that his pencil in 
vain endeavours 10 catch their expression, and to fix their 
physiognomy. 

" li is to their advantage to manufacture, because, by de
creasing the bulk of the articles, they ai the same time in
crease their value by labour, bring them to market with 
less expense, and with the certainty of obtaining the best 
prices. 

" Those states, understanding their interest, will not be 
diverted from its pursuit. In the encouragement of manu
factures, they find a stimulus for agriculture. 
" T h e manufacturers of cotton, in making application to 

the national government for encouragement, have been in
duced to do so for many reasons—Tbcy know that their 
establishments are new and in their infancy, and that they 
have to encounter a competition with foreign establishments^ 
that have arrived at maturity, that are supported by a large 
capital, and have from the government every protection that 
caa be required. 
" The American manufacturers expect to meet with all 

the embarrassments which a jealous and monopolizing po
licy can suggest. The committee arc sensible of the force 
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of such considerations.—They are convinced that old prac
tices and maxims will not be abandoned to farour the Unit
ed States. T h e foreign manufacturers and merchants will 
put in requisition all the powers of ingenuity; will practise 
whatever art can devise, and capital can accomplish, to pre
vent the American manufacturing establishments from 
striking root and flourishing in their rich and native soil. 
By the allowance of bounties and drawbacks, the foreign 
manufacturers and merchants will be furnished with addi
tional me..is of carrying on the conflict, and of insuring 
success. 

" The American manufacturers have good reason for 
their apprehensions; they have m u m at stake. They have a 
large capital employed, and are feelingly alive for its fate. 
Should ihe national government not ifford them protection, 
the dangers which invest and threaten them, will destroy 
all their hopes, and will close iheir prospects of utility to 
their country. A reasonable encouragement will sustain 
and keep them erect; but if they fall, they fall never 10 rise 
again. 

" The oreign manufacturers and merchants know this, 
and will redouble with renovated zeal, the stroke to prostrate 
them. They also know, that should the American manufac
turing establishments fall, their mouldering piles, the visible 
ruins of a legislative breath, wilt warn all who shall tread in 
the same footsteps, of ihe doom, the inevitable destiny of their 
establishments. 

" T h e national government, in viewing the disastrous ef
fects of a short sighted policy, may relent; out what can re
lenting avail? Can it rai-e the dead lo life? Can il give for 
injuries inflicted, the reparation that is due? Industry, in 
every ramification of society, will feel the shock, and gene
rations will, as they succeed each other, leel the effects of 
its undulations. Dissatisfaction will be visible every where, 
and the lost confidence and jflection of the citizen, will not 
be the least of the evils the government will have to deplore. 
But should the national government, pursuing an enlighten
ed and liberal policy, sustain and foster the manufacturing 
establishments, a few years would place them in a condition 
to bid defiance to foreign competition, and would enable 
them to increase the industry, wealth, and prosperity of the 
nation; and to aft'ord to the government, in times of difficul
ty and disircss, whatever it may require 10 -.npport public 
credit, while maintaining the rights of ihe nation. 
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" Providence, in bountifully placing within our reach, 
whatever can minister to happiness and comfort, indicates 
plainly to us our duly—and what we owe to ourselves. Our 
resources are abundant and inexhaustible. 

" T h e stand that Archimedes wanted, is given lo the na
tional and slate governments—and labour-saving machine
ry tenders the lever—the power of bringing tho*>e resources 
into use. 

" This power imparls incalculable advantages to a nalion 
whose population is nol full. T h e United Slates require Ihe 
use of this power, because they do not abound in population. 
The diminution of manual labour, by means of machinery, 
in the cotton manufactory of Great Britain, was, in the year 
1810, as two hundred lo one. 
" Our manufacturers have already availed themselves of 

this power, and have profiled by it. A little more experi
ence in making machines, and in managing them with skill, 
will enable our manufacturers lo supply more fabrics than 
are necessary for the home demand. 
•' Competition will make the prices of articles low, and 

the extension of the cotton manufactories will produce that 
competition. 

" One striking and important advantage, which labour-
saving machines besiow, is this, thai in all their operations 
they require few men; as a reference lo another pan of this 
report will show. N o apprehensions can then be seriously 
entertained, that agriculture will be in danger of having us 
efficient labourers withdrawn from its service. 

" O n Ihe contrary, the manufacturing establishments, in
creasing thedemandfor raw materials, wilt a ive to agricul
ture new life and expansion. 

" T h e committee, after having with great deference and 
respect, presented to the house this important subject in 
various points of view, feel themselves constrained, before 
concluding this report, to offer a few more observations, 
which they consider as being immediately connected with 
it, and not less so with the present and fulurc prosperity of 
this nation. 

" The prospects of an enlarged commerce arc not flat
tering. 

" Every nalion in time of peace will supply iis own wants 
from ils own resources, or from those of other nations. 

" W h e n supplies are drawn from foreign countries, the 
intercourse which will ensue, will furnish employ to tec 
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navigation only of ihe countries connected, by their recipro
cal wants-

" Our concern does not arise from, nor can it be increas
ed by the limitation which onr navigation and trade will 
have prescribed lo them, by the peace and apparent repose 
of Europe. 

••Our apprehensions arise from causes that cannot ani
mate by their effects. Look wheresoever the eye can glance, 
and what are the objects that strike the vision? O n the con
tinent of Europe, industry, deprived of its motive and in
citement, is paralizcd; the accumulated wealth of ages, 
seized by the hand of military despotism, is appropriated to 
and squandered on objects of ambition; ihe order of things 
unsettled, and confidence between man and man an nib dated. 
Every moment is looked for. with tremulous, anxious, and 
increased solicitude; hope languishes; and commercial en-
terprize stiffens with fear. The political horizon appears to 
be calm, but many of no ordinary sagacity think they be
hold signs portentous of a change, ihe indicaiions of a vio
lent tempest which will again rage, and desolate thai devot
ed region. 

" Should this prediction fail, no change for the better, un
der existing circumstances, can lake place. Where despo
tism—military despotism reigns—silence and fearful still
ness must prevail. 

" Such is the prospect which continental Europe exhibits, 
to the enterprise of American merchanls. 

" Can it be possible for them to find in that region,sources 
which will supply them with more than scvemeen millions 
of dollars, the balance due for British manufactures import
ed? this balance being over and above the value of all the 
exports 10 foreign countries from the United States. The 
view which is given of ibe dreary prospeel of commercial 
advantages accruing lo the United Slates by an intercourse 
with continental Europe, is believed to be just. The state
ment made of the greai balance in favour of Great Britain 
due from the United States, is founded on mailer of fact. 

" In the hands of G rent Britain are gathered together and 
held many powers, which they have not been accustomed 
hitherto lo feel and lo exercise. 

" N o improper motives are intended to be imputed to that 
government. But does not experience leach a lesson that 
should never be forgotten, that governments, like individu
als, are apt "lo feel power and forget right." ll is not in-
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consistent with national decorum to become circumspect 
and prudent. May not the government of Grcal Britain be 
inclined, in analizhig the basis of her political power, to 
consider and regard the United States as her rival, and to 
indulge an improper jealousy, the enemy ol peace and re
pose? 
" Can it be politic, in any point of view, to make the Unit

ed States dependent on any nation for supplies, absolutely 
necessary for defence, for comfort, and for accommodation? 
" Will not the strength, ihe political energies of this na

tion, be materially impaired at any time, but fatally so in 
those of difficulty and distress, by such dependence? 
" D o not the suggestions of wisdom plainly show, that the 

security, the peace, and the happiness of this nation depend 
on opening and enlarging all our resources, and drawing 
from them whatever shall be required for public use or pri
vate accommodation? 

" The commit'.ce, from the views which they have taken, 
consider the situation of the manufacturing establishments to 
be perilous. Some have decreased, and others have suspen
ded business. A liberal encouragement will put them again 
into operation with increased powers; but should it be 
withheld, they wilt be prostrated. Thousands will be re
duced to wa'-t and wretchedness. A capital of near sixty 
millions of dollars will become inactive, the greater part of 
which wilt be a dead loss to the manufacturers. Our im
providence may lead to fatal, consequences: the powers, 
jealous of our growth and prosperity, will acquire the re
sources and strength which this government neglects to im
prove: li requires no prophet to foretel the use that foreign 
powers will make of them. T h e committee, from all the 
considerations which they have given to this subject, are 
deeply impressed with a conviction that the manufacturing 
establishments of cotton wool are of real utility 10 the agri
cultural interest, and that they contribute much to the pros
perity of the union. Under ihe influence of this conviction, 
the committee beg leave to tender, respectfully, with this 
report, the following resolution: 
•* Resolved, Thai from and after the 30th day of June 

next in lieu of ihe duties now authorised by law, there be 
laid, levied, and collected on cotton goods, imported into the 
United States, and tcrrilorics thereof, from any foreign 
country whatever, per centum ad valorem, being not less 

cenls per square yard. 
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'* Report of the committee of commerceand manufactures an 
the memorials and petitions of the manufacturers of wool 
— March 6. 1816. 

" The commiuec of commerce and manufactures, to which 
was referred the memorials and petitions of the manu
facturers of wool, respectfully submit the following R E 

PORT— 
« The committee having given this subject all ihe consi
deration that its importance merits, beg leave to present, 
with due respect, to the house, the result of their investi
gation. 
" The correctness of the following estimate the commit

tee are no wise disposed to question: 
" Amount of capital supposed to be invested in 

buildings, machinery, &c. 812,000,000 
" Value of raw material consumed an

nually 7,000,000 
"Increase of value by manufacturing, 12,000,000 

" Value of woollen goods manufactured 
annually, 819,000,00* 

-M«n.b.,rfp,^.»pl^.|f»*«jL*. J« 
50,000 
,000 
100,000 

"The commitlee having, in a report presented lo the 
house on the 13lh of February last, on the memorials and 
petitions of the manufacturers of cotton, expressed their 
opinion on the policy of fostering manufacturing establish
ments, consider themselves relieved from the necessity of 
repeating the same argument. Every reason then urged 
for sustaining ihe cotton manufacturing establishments, ap
plies with equal force in favour of the woollen. The com
mittee, influenced by the same reasons, feci themselves 
bound to accord the same justice to the manufacturers of 
wool. 
" The following resolution is, therefore, with due respect, 

submitted lo ihe house. 
" Resolved, That from and after the 30th day of June 

next, in lieu of ihe duties now authorised by law, there be 
laid, levied, and collided on woollen Roods imported into the 
United Stales and territories thereof, from any foreign coun
try whatever, per ccnlum ad valorem. 
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" A memorial presented to the Senate of the United States, 
January 7, 1818. 

" To the honourable the Senate and House of Representa
tives of the United States, in congress assembled, the 
petition of the inhabitants of the county of Oneida, in the 
State of New York, as well manufacturers as others, 
Respectfully Sheweth: 
"That ihe above county contains a greater number of 

manufacturing establishments, of cotton and woollen, than 
any county in tbe state, there being invested in said esta
blishments at least 6:0,000 dollars. 
" That although the utmost efforts have been made by the 

proprietors to sustain those establishments, their efforts have 
proved fruitless, and more than three-fourths of the facto
ries remain necessarily closed, some of the proprietors be
ing wholly ruined, and others struggling under the great
est embarrassment. 
" In this alarming situation, we beg leave to make a last 

appeal to the congress of the United States. While we make 
this appeal, the present crisis, ihe extensive embarrass
ments in most of the great departments of indusiiy, as well 
as the peculiar difficulty in affording immediate relief to 
manufacturers, are fully seen and appreciated. Yel your 
petitioners cannot believe that the legislature of the union 
wilt remain an indifferent spectator of tin wide-spread ruin 
of their fellow citizens, and look on, and tee a great branch 
of industry, of the utmott importance in every community, 
prostrated under circumstances fatal to all futur- attempts 
at revival without a further effort for reli-f. W c would 
not magnify the subject, which we now present lo congress 
beyond its just merits, when we state it lo be one of the 
utmost importance to tbe future interests and welfare of 
the United States. 
" Before wc proceed farther, and at the very ihreshhold, 

we disclaim all legislative patronage or favour to any par
ticular class or branch of industry at the expense of the 
other classes of the community. W c ask of congress the 
adoption of no measure, for the relief of manufacturers, 
which is noi deemed consist! nt with sound national policv, 
and the best interests of the United Stales ai lar̂ e. But if 
a compliance with wur prayers be tnc dictate of wisdom, 
and for the public good; if our application bejusiified by 
the examples of all wise and patriotic stales; if no govern
ment of modern Europe is so short-sighted, or regardless of 
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its duties, as not to conatantty watch over, and yield a stea
dy and protecting support to the manufacturers of the state, 
w e humbly hope this appeal in behalf of American manu
factures will not be made in vain. 

" That clothing for our citizens in peace, and our army 
and navy in war, arc indispensable, and that the necessary 
supply should be independent of foreign nations, lire posi
tions that will be controverted by none. T h e last war afford
ed most lamentable proof: your soldiers, exposed lo the 
inclemencies of a northern climate, were at limes found 
fighting in their ranks almost naked, li will not escape 
observation, that national collision and hostility are most 
likely to arise will: that nation from w h o m our supplies are 
principally derived, aud thai the operations of war must be 
prosecuted on the ocean; hence, regular supplies being 
cut oft', smuggling, violations ol law, with all ihe concomi
tant evils experienced in the late war, are the certain conse
quence*. T h e same disgraceful scenes are to be acted over and 
over again, to the deep reproach of the country. If the pre
sent manufactories are suffered to fall, the government wilt 
took in vain for means to avert those calamities. Surround
ed with many embarrassments, government, during the war, 
saw fit to encourage manufacturing establishments; and 
those who embarked their capital, it is humbly conceived, 
were warranted in the expectation of such continuing sup
port ol government as should protect iheir interest against 
that foreign rivalship and hostility which is now operating 
to ihrir ruin. They had a right, as they conceive, to ex
pect this from what the government owed to itself, and te 
the independence and best interests of the country, as well 
as from the example of other nations in like circumstances. 

11 In reviewing the discussions on this great question, 
your petitioners feel themselves justified in saying, that 
the question has not been at all times fairly met on its true 
merits. W c have been constrained lo witness alarm sound
ed, as though a new principle was lo be introduced, and 
the country now for ihe first time, taxed for the mere bene
fit of manufacturers. W h a t can be more untrue and unjust? 
W c -.ecu not remind the honouiable the congress ol the 
United Slates of what is known to ail, that from the first 
establishment ol the government, special regard has been 
had, in laying impost and taxe-s, to the protection of domes
tic manufactures, by incieasing the duties on imported ar
ticles coming in competition. Again, the tariff, in pro-



Oneida Memorial. 151 

tccting manufactures, has been represented as taxing the 
farmer and planter for the benefit of the manufacturer; and 
hence, attempts have been made to excite popular preju
dice against ihe latter. W e need not dwell on this topic, 
in showing how unjust lo individuals and injurious 10 the 
counlry the charge is. As it respects the manufacturing 
districts ol the United States, there is no distinct class of ma
nufacturers, no separation of the manufacturer and farmer; 
it is the farmer himself who is the manufacturer; he invests 
his money in manufacturing stock. With the exception 
of a few factories, in or near the grcal towns, by far the 
greater part of manufacturing slock will be found in the 
hands of the farmers. 

" Between different districts or states, one reanufacturing 
and the other not, a different question arises, which resolves 
itself into a mere equality or apportionment of taxes on the 
differcnt parts of the union; and here it will be seen, on a 
view of the whole system of impost and taxes, that no in
justice is done, as the manufacturing districts have, and 
still do, contribute their full proportion to the public trea
sury. O f ihe internal taxes, it will appear, that they have 
paid an amount greatly beyond the numerical standard or 
rule of apportionment prescribed by the constitution. T h e 
fact is not here mentioned for the purpose of complaint; 
but to show how fallacious il is to select the duly on a par
ticular article, lo settle the question of equality in the ge
neral apportionment of taxes. W c might again confidently 
appeal to the tariff of impost, and ask if the duty is not 
greater on many articles than on imported cloths (with the 
exception of certain coarse and almost useless cottons of 
the East Indies.) This is believed to be the case with 
most of the specific duties, and eminently so in some in
stances. W e r e the government to proceed much farther 
than is now contemplated, and bestow premiums for ihe 
encour gement of particular branches of industry, examples 
to justify the measure would be found in the wisest and 
best administered governments. While the provision in 
the constitution tirohibiting any duty on exports, favours 
the great staple productions of the south, it injures the do
mestic manufacturer, and is subversive of ihe great prin
ciple adopted by most nations, to restrain the exports of the 
raw material neeettary in manufacturer But neither of 
this provision do your petitioners complain. 

" W e hope to find excuse in the importance of the sub
ject, for submiting to the consideration of congress the 
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following principles of political economy, which have been 
adopted by the mosi enlightened governments, and are 
deemed not altogether inapplicable to the United Stales: 

» That the public good rcquiret of government to restrain 
6y duties, the importation of articles which may be produced 
at home, aud to manufacture at much at possible of the raw 
material of the country. 

" That the branches of industry, particularly necessary or 
useful to the independence of the community, ought to be 
encouraged by government. 

" That the most disadvantageous commerce, it that which 
exchanget the raw material for manufactured goods. 

" That any nation which should ofien its ports lo alt for
eign importations, without a reciprocal privilege, would 
soon be ruined by the balance of trade. 

" T h e policy of Great Britain, in support of which, no 
wars, however bloody, no expense, however enormous, are 
too great a sacrifice, ought never lo be lost sight of by the 
United States. That nalion assumes to manufacture for 
alt nations, but will receive the manufactures of none. So 
tenacious, so jealous is she of the first dawnings of manu
factures elsewhere, that she binds even the bands of her 
own colonists. The jealousy of parliament was excited, 
nearly a century ago, by ihe petty hat manufactory of Mas
sachusetts; aud an act of parliament actually passed in the 
reign of George the Second, prohibiting the erection of 
furnaces, in British America, for slitting iron. 

" The great Chatham, the least hostile to British A m e 
rica, of British ministers, in his speech in ihe house of 
Lords, on the address to the throne, in 1770, expressed his 
>tmost alarm at the first efforts at manufactures in America. 
" Mr. Brougham, a distinguished member of the British 

parliament, recently declared in Ins place, that it was well 
.vorth while, ai the close of the late war, to incur a loss on 
he exportation lo the United Slates, in order to stifle in 
he ciadie our rising manufactures. It is in vain for any 
nan to shut his eyes against the active rivalship and pcr-
levering hostility of Bui.sh manufacturers: and when the 
apital, the deep-rooted establishments, ihe improved ma-
binery, and the skill oi ih<- British manufacturer, protected 
•s he always is by the government, are considered, il ought 
ot to excite surprise that ihe American manufacturer, 
rithuui the support of his government, is found unequal to 
• he contest. But yielding to manufactories reasonable sup-
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port in their infancy, the government will, at no distant 
period, find them able to defend themselves against foreign 
competition and hostility, and at the same time make am
ple returns to the nation for its protecting kindness. 
" It was the opinion of Mr. Hamilton, former -ecretary of 

the treasury of ihe United States, as well as of sir James 
Stuart, that no new manufactory can be established, in the 
present state of the world, without encouragement from go-
Terr, men t. 

" It cost the English parliament a struggle of forty years, 
commencing in the reign of Edward III, to get the better 
of the established manufactures of Flanders. It is believed 
that much less encouragement from government would 
place the manufactures of tbe U. Stales on a secure foun
dation. While the writers of thai nation are seen 10 highly 
commend the principle of A d a m Smith, that industry ought 
K> be left to pursue its own course, without the inierfcrence 
of the legislator, the government has, at alt times, and un
der every vicissitude, turned a deaf ear to the lesson, as 
though it were intended for other nations; and carried 
legislative regulutiona into every department and avenue of 
industry. T h e British statute book groans under these 
regulations. The policy of the government has proved tri
umphant; immeasurable wealth flowed in upon the nation, 
Eiving it a power and control over other nations never be-
<rc attained, nor so long enjoyed, by any people so incon

siderable in numbers. 
" But let no one imagine that a general system of manu

factures is now proposed to be introduced into the United 
States. W e would be undcrsiood as limiting our views 
to the manufactories already established: to save those 
which have not already fatten, from the ruin which threat
ens them. 
'• After all that the present manufactories can supply, 

there will remain to foreign importation an amount, it is be
lieved, equal, if not exceeding the means of the country to 
pay for. That importation, let it be remembered, will be 
mostly Irom a country which shuts her ports against the 
productions of the United States, and keep ihcm so unless 
the necessities of her manufactories, or hunger and sedition 
open them; and then the fatal suspension often proves, as 
the experience of tbe ill-fated shippers of bread sniffs, the 
present year, will attest, a more decoy to ruin. Lord Shef
field, in the year 1783, declared, that except in lime of 
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war, there never was a market for American wheat in Great 
Britain, exceeding three or four years in the whole. 

" There was a time when a balance of trade, believed in 
boih countries to be generally against the Unilcd Slates, 
was, in some degree, satisfied or counicr-balanced by a fa
vourable trade with the Wesl Indies: but a recent change 
of policy in ihe British councils has cut off thai resource, 
and the parent siate prefers exposing her colonics lo star
ving, rather than open her ports lo American commerce. 

" It is obvious how much that government presumes on 
its advantages over us, on the predilection of our citizens 
for British manufactures, and the influence of the liberal 
purchases in the soulh, of the material for her collon ma
nufactures. 

" W e hope to be excused in repelling the unwarrantable 
imputation bestowed on manufactories of woollen and cot
ton as being injurious to th~ health and morals of the com
munity. O n this point we may content ourselves wiih re
ferring to the healthful sites of our factories, the spacious 
work-rooms, (required by the necessary machinery,) and 
appeal to every man who has visited a factory, for testimo
ny againsi the imputation. W h a t is the experience on the 
subject? Scotland manufactures not only what is required 
for its inhabitants, but about five millions of dollars annually 
in the article of cotton alone, for exportation; and yet, in 
both its physical and moral character, that nation sustains 
a high elevation. W e look in vain for evidence that the 
arms of Scotchmen have been withered by their manufac
tories, nor do wc recollect the field of battle in Europe, 
where the arms of any nation were found stronger in conflict. 

" T o swell the lidc of prejudice againsi manufactures, 
it is said that unreasonable prices for goods were demanded 
at the period of'he late war. To reason with such objections 
would be a mere waste of time. W e might ask what mer
chant, mrchanic, or farmer, in any age or country, ever for
bore to raise his prices according to the demand in the mar
ket? It enters into first principles. Did the importer treble 
his first costs on bis cloihs, c-.cn on smuggled goods, and 
does he make the charge of extortion againsi manufactu
rers? T h e war unhinged e\Cry thing, and changed the 
whole order of society and course of business. 

" /( might have been expectid that the present fallen con
dition of manufacturer! would have soothed prejudice and 
disarmed hostility. With all their alleged war profits, there 
are now none so poor. Is it not seen, that the destruction 
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of the present manufactories must inevitably produce the 
same evils of extravagant prices in the cvnl of a future 
war, as were experienced in the last? 

" A s to the imputed effect of the 'ariff, in enhancing the 
prices of imported goods, it is believed that goods were 
never so low as under the operation of ihe present duties; 
and so far as competition between domestic and foreign 
goods has contributed to this, credit is justly due 10 our 
manufacturers. 

" It is objected ihat ihe entire industry or the country 
may be most profitably exerted in clearing and cultivating 
our extended vacant lands. But what does it avail the far
mer, when neither in the nation from which he purchases 
his goods, nor elsewhere, can hi find a market for his abun
dant crops? Besides, the diversion of labour from agri
culture to manufactures, is scarcely perceptible. Five or 
six adults, with the aid of children, will manage a cotton 
manufacory of two thousand spindles. 

" From the gloomy condition of the manufacturers, the 
mind turning lo another quarter, is cheered with the bright
est prospects of others. In the more southern states, it is 
believed, that the amount received, during the last year, 
from the export of two or three articles of igricultural pro
duce only, exceeds forty millions of dollars. 

" A n appeal is made to the equity, lo the patriotism of the 
southern statesman; his aid and co-operation is invoked for 
the relief of the suffering manufacturers of the northern and 
middle states. 
" In conclusion your petitioners humbly pray, that provi

sion may be made by law, for making the present duties on 
imported woollens and cottons rKnMANKNr;/or prohibiting 
the importation of cotton goods from beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope, for consumption or use in the United Slates, (ac
cording lo the example of several European governments;) 
for restraining auction sales of goods: and for tue more ge
neral introduction and use of domestic goods in the army 
and navy in ihe United Slates." October I, 1817. 

No. X L 

Philadelphia, June 17, 1819. 
Mistaken- opinions having been long entertained ol an 

hostility between the interests of manufacturers, and those 
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of merchants and agriculturists, it is supposed that the sys
tem we advocate is ralcufatcd lo sacrifice those of the two 
last to the first. Nothing can be more foreign from the 
truth. O u r views are decidedly favourable lo commerce 
and the mercantile interest: because tne commerce to 
or from a ruined country, such as ours will be under its 
present policy, affords little advantage to its merchants; and 
our plans tending to restore the prosperity, must of course 
improve the commerce, of tbe United Slates, whose indus
try has been sacrificed to that of nations distant from us 
thousands of miles. W e arc equally and as decidedly the 
friends of agriculture; because our object is lo secure to the 
farmer and planter for their productions a domestic market, 
which cannot fail them, instead of the precarious dependence 
on foreign ones, subject lo unceasing fluctuations, and 
blasting the faii-cst hopes of the culiivatoi and merchant. 

It will doubtless appear extraordinary, but it is never
theless true, that the system we advocate is calculated 10 
promote as well the advantage of the merchants of Great 
Britain and of those other foreign nations with which we 
trade, as that of the United Stales. 

The commerce of a country impoverished as ours is, can 
be of little advantage to a trading nation, which loses all its 
profits, and part of its principal by bankruptcy. The defi
ciency of remittances, which is daily increasing, cannot fail 
to produce destructive consequences in Great Britain. 
Thousands in that country with shattered fortunes, will have 
to lament tbe infatuation that led them lo inundate the 
United States with their merchandize, whereby they calcu
lated on making splendid fortunes, which disappeared " like 
the baseless fabric of a vision," and left" not a trace behind," 
but disappointment and ruin. 

T h e British merchants disregarded the valuable lesson 
of Esop's Fable of ihe goose that laid the golden eggs. 
They killed the goose by their determination lo enjoy all 
the benefits of our trade at once. 

Having no mines of gold or silvcr.no pearl fisheries, we 
have no means of paying for our foreign importations but 
by the fruilsof our industry. And the combined operation 
of the fatal impolic) of our tariff, the cupidity of our impor
ters, and the infatuation of the British merchants, has so 
completely paralized our industry and impoverished the coun
try, as to render us utterly unable to pay. The destruction of 
Spanish industry did not produce the same effect on her 
commerce with other nations. Her mines furnished ample 

http://silvcr.no
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means of payment. But having, we repeat, no mines, the 
destruction of our industry is almost as pernicious to Great 
Britain, or any oihcr nation wilh which wc trade on credit, 
as lo ourselves. 

This plain view of our affairs, demands the most serious 
attention from the public. W e are so thoroughly satisfied 
of its correctness, that were wc agents for the promotion of 
the English interest, and had supreme power over the tariff, 
wc would have it so modified as lo protect national industry; 
for even if that industry were carried to double or treble 
ils present extent, there would be, as slated in ihe Oneida 
memorial, ample room for the importation of as much goods 
as w e can pay for—more especially in ihe present prosiratc 
state of the prices of our staples. 

This theory receives the most ample corroboration from 
the present state of our commerce, which is nearly as cala
mitous as that of our manufactures. O u r vessels are either 
rotting at our wharves, or dispatched on voyages which 
even al the commencement afford hardly any hope of profit, 
and which loo generally close with heavy and ruinous losses. 
It has been computed by intelligent merchants, that the 
mercantile capital of this country has been diminished se
venty millions of dollars, since the peace. Agriculture has 
begun to partake of the general calamity. 

Ii is painful lo reflect, fellow citizens, how numerous and 
how ruinous aro the errors prevalent on thai important 
portion of political economy, which regards the protection 
of national industry employed iu manufactures. In ti>e dis
cussions that arose in congress on the subject of ihe lariff, 
there were few, even of the besi informed members of that 
body, who appeared to regard the proiection afforded to 
manufacturers in a national point of view. They considered 
the duties imposed for this purpose, according to the doc
trine of colonel Taylor, as taxes levied on the agricultural 
part of the community, solely for the benefit of the manu
facturers—and as proofs of the munificence of ihe former. 
One ardent member of ihe house of representatives, on the 
rejection of a motion (or reducing the duties on imported 
cottons, made an attempt lo have the decision re-Considered,. 
in order lo set aside the voies of some members ol ihe ma
jority, said to be concerned in couon establishments." T h e 
• " Mr. IVright," ex governor of Maryland, " afitr declaring 
his belief that maoy members had voted on the queitioo, wlio, from 

o 
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inadmissibility of ibis procedure is as obvious as the attempt 
was novel. W e r e his plan adopted, the merchants ought to 
reiire on all questions in which commerce is involved—the 
farmers and planters on those connected wilh agriculture— 
aud the gentlemen of the bar on all that respect ihe judi-
ciaiy. In the vehemence of the gentleman's zeal against 
manufactories and manufacturers, he wholly overlooked the 
incongruity of the measure he recommended. 

Under a well org;inizi*d government, administered with 
due regard to duty, the legislature ought to " look with 
equal eye'' on all classesand descriptions of ihe nation—and 
therefore, the interests of Ihe manufacturing part of ihe 
community deserve as m u c h and as pointed attention as 
those of any equal number of citizens.—But h o w important 
soever the subject m a y be in ihis point of light, ii presents 
itself under another aspect, transcendently higher. A n d an 
enlightened statesman or legislator will take a far more 
comprehensive view of it, as it regards the general interests 
of the nation, hicb are deeply interwoven with it. 

It is frequently asked, why do not the agriculturists and 
the merchants demand protection? A n d if they do not de
m a n d it, w h y is it to be given to the manufacturers? 

W e reply, that both agriculture and commerce are pro
tected, more particularly commerce, as will appear in the 
sequel. 

T h e agriculture of the United Slates has not required 
m u c h protection. T h e fertility of our soil, the immense ex
tent of our country, and the great proportion of our citizens 
engaged in agricultural pursuits, render our crops so abun
dant, and our distance from other nations so great, that there 
is little temptation for foreigners to seek our markets with 
the produce of the earth. O u r farmers have hitherto gene
rally had ready markets and high prices. There has not 
been any serious interference wilh them; nor until the im
portation of Bengal cotton, with our planters. Congress has, 
however, extended it-, watchful care over their interests. 
Every article, with hardly an exception, raised by the agri
culturist, is subject '.o a duty which is sufficient for its pro
tection: W e annex a list of ihe most prominent. t 
being interested in its decision, were of right excluded by a rule of 
the house, submitted a resolution lo reject the voles of those mem
bers interested iu any manufactory of cotton.a" An adjournment 
took place, which prevented a decision on the resolution—which 
doei not appear to have been resumed. 

a Week)? R«s>iHrr, *ot. (. rap 9*. 
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Protecting Duties on agricultural productions. 
Wheat, 
Barley, 
Oais, 
Rye, 
Rice, 
Flour, 
Indian corn, 
Tobacco, 
Beans, 
Cheese, 9 cents 
Cotton, 3 cents 

Peas, 
Boards, 
Hay, 
Pitch, 
Rosin, 
Tar, 
Turpentine, 
Pork, 
Beef, 

per lb. 

Hams, 
Apples, 
Pears, 
Nuts, 
Apricots, 
Plums, 
Peaches, 
Onions, 
Butter, J 
&c. Etc. 

15 per 
cent, ad 

^.valorem, 
and one, 
tenth. 

H e m p , 150 cents, per 112 lbs. 
W e trust it will be admitted, that the fruits of the earth, 

raised by hard labour, to which machinery cannot afford 
any aid, arc better protected by a duty of fifteen per cent. 
than cotton fabrics, in which the rival manufacturers have 
such immense advantages by machinery, would be at forty 
—and more particularly than linen and silk arc at sixteen 
and a half, or pottery at twenty two per cent. 

" The duties on cheese, cotton, and hemp, deserve parti
cular attention. They are fair examples of the system of 
protection, which ihe manufactures have sought in vain. 

Ceou. 
Gloucester cheese is sold in England at about \Qd. 

equal to 181-2 
Cheese in Holland averages about 25 guilders per 

100 lbs. equal per lb. to - - - - 10 
In France it is about 76 cts. perkillogram,or 112 lbs. 

English, equal to . . . . . 13 
Thus English cheese pays a duty of about 50 per cent 

Dutch yo—and French 70—averaging on the whole 70 per 
cent. This is very nearly equivalent to an absolute prohi
bition. 

In the East Indies, cotton is sold at from three pence to 
seven pence sterling per lb. or an average of about 10 
cents. The duty is three cents, which is thirty per cent. 

Nothing bui the great distance from Hindostan, and ihe 
consequent heavy expense of transportation, could prevent 
the coiion platjicr from sharing the lamentable faie of the 
cotton manufacturer, and being driven out of his own mar
ket, even with a duty 30 per ceni. of the cost of the article. 
Attention to the culture in .the East Indies, with the advan
tage of having gajned possession of the seeds of our best 
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species, render it almost certain thai the cotton planters 
will at no distant day, be under the same necessity of soli
citing prohibitions or prohibitory dulies, as the coiton and 
woollen manufacturers were in 1816. W c hope when they 
do thus apply, they will be treated with more attention, and 
their application be more favourably received lhan those of 
the manufacturers experieuced. W e hope for this result 
not merely for iheir sake, but for the general prosperity of 
the nation. 

H e m p is sold in Russia at about I U dollars per ton. 
T h e duty is, therefore, about 26 per cent. 

W c flatter ourselves, therefore, that it will be readily 
conceded, thai agriculture is protected. Except on the 
three articles last enumerated, the duties are, it is true, 
moderate. But they are far higher in proportion lo ihe 
chance of competition than most of the duties on manufac
tured articles. Should an increase of duties, however, be 
necessary, w e trust it will be adopted, and without oppo
sition. 

That the merchants have enjoyed a large portion of the 
fostering care and protection of congress cannot be doubted. 
T h e statute book is full of laws enacted for their benefit. 
T h e y have always had powerful advocates on the floor of 
thai body, w h o never failed lo state their grievances, and 
to propose the proper remedies. They were ever heard 
with attention, and their requests generally accorded. W e 
annex a list of some of the laws passed in their favour. 

I. 1789. A n aci passed at the outset of the government 
for regulating tonnage which imposed 30 cents on Ameri
can built vessels, owned in whole or in part by foreigners; 
and 50 cents on foreign vessels; while vessels belonging to 
the United Slates were subject only to six cents.* 

II. 1789. In order lo secure to our merchants the 
whole of tbe China trade to and from this country, a 
decisive advantage was given them as m a y be seen by the 
following contrast— Dmic* on Icrn Imported from China, t 

Sohea lea - - - - "•« lb. 
Soocbong and oibcr black teas 
Hyson - - - - - -
All other green teas • 

In Americau 

6 
10 
20 
12 

In lutfipi 
vriu-h. 
fft". IS 
22 
46 
2-, 

L a m United Slates, vol: ii. p. G. '• lb. 3, 
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This immense difference of duty, however, does not at 
present exist—but there sliil remains sufficient toshui out 
foreign rivals, viz. 

EuiIidk cltiik'i on Icti impoitcd from China. 

Bohea . . . . Perm. 
Soucfaoog and olhcr black - - -
Hyson and Young Hjwn -
rljion skin and other green - - -
Imperial, Gunpowder, and Gomee 

In A ran 1 cmi 
V I'll til. 
Centr. 12 
25 
40 
28 
SO 

jn loinin 
Centi. 

14 
34 
S6 
38 
68 

HI. 1789. A discount of ten per cent, allowed on all 
import duties upon goods imported in vessels built in and 
owned by citizens of the United Stales, or in foreign vessels 
owned by them.* 

IV. 1789. Five cents bounty on every quintal of dried, 
or barrel of salted fish, ar.d on every barrel of salted provi
sions^ 

V . 1789. Fifty cents per ton on each entry laid on all 
vessels not built within the United States, or owned by a 
citizen or citizens, employed in the transportation of ihe 
produce or manufactures of the United States coastwise.t 

VI. 1792. One dollar and a half per ton allowed to ves
sels engaged in the fishery, if of twenty tons and bclowthirly 
— a n d two dollars and a half, if above thirty ions. O n e 
dollar per ton on all fishing boats above five and below 
twenty lons.|| 

VII. 1794 Ten per cent, additional on the duties upon 
goods imported in vessels not of the United States.§ 

VIII 1802. A n act for the protection of the seamen and 
commerce of the United Stales againsi the Tripolitan crui
sers .f 

IX- 1804. A n act further to protect the commerce and 
seamen of the United States againsi ihe Barbary powe^s.*• 
By this act, an additional duty of two and a half per cent, ad 
valorem was imposed on goods imported in American ves
sels—and ten per cent, additional on those duties upon im
portations in foreign ones. One million of dollars were 
appropriated for the purpose of carrying on the war against 
the Barbary powers. 
• Laws of Ihe U. States vol. ii. p. 5. f 'bid. J Mem p. 6. 
tlldem, p. 241., Idem, p. 437. T Idem, in. p. 447. "Idem, p. 613. 

o 2 
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X- 1812. An act for imposing ten per cent, extra on the 
duties upon goods, wares, and merchandize imported in 
vessels not belonging to the United States; and likewise 
laying an additional duty of one dollar and a half per ion on 
all such vessels.1* 

XI. 1813. * An act for paying a bounty on the exporta
tion of pickled fish, and on all vessels employed in the 
fishery.* 

XII. 1817. A n act subjecting to a tonnage duty of two 
dollars per ton, all foreign vessels arriving from ports to 
which vessels of the United Stales are not allowed lo trade. [ 

XIII. 1817. A n act prohibiting the importation of all 
goods, wares, and merchandize in foreign vessels, except 
those of the nation in which they arc produced; prohibiting, 
under penally of forfeiture, all vessels, belonging in whole 
or in part to foreign powers, from carrying on the roasting 
trade, and limiting the bounties on the fisheries to vessels 
of which the officers and three fourths of the crews are ci. 
tizensof the United Siates.§ 

X I V . 1817. An act probioiting the importation of plaster 
of Paris from any country, or its dependencies, from which 
the vessels of the United States arc not permitted to bring 
thai articlc.|| 

X V . 1818. An act prohibiting the entry into our ports 
of any vessels belonging lo subjects of his Briiannic majesty 
from any port or place in his colonics that is closed against 
vessels of ihe United Stales.*! 

X V I . American vessels entering from any foreign port 
or place, pay - - - per ton, cents 6 

All foreign vessels from ports where the American 
flag is not interdicted - . - 100 

Dutch vessels from places where the American flag is 
interdicted" - - - - - per ton, cents 225 

T h e narrow limits w e arc obliged to prescribe to our
selves, prevent us from enlarging on the above lint. A cur
sory view of it will satisfy the reader how undeviating an 
attention was paid to the subject—and that no opportunity 
was ever lost, to counteract the hostile policy of foreign na
tions, when directed againsi the mercantile interest. 

T h e coasting and China trade were fully and com
pletely secured to our merchants, the firsi by absolute pro-
' Idem, vol iv. p. 459. f Irfem, p. 584 { Idem. vol. ri. p. 200 

} Idem, n. 213. I Idem, vol ri. p. 227. % dcm. 
*• Tariff p. 2j. 
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hibition, and the second by duties undeniably equivalent to 
a prohibition. A n d whatever was necessary to secure them 
their full proportion of other navigation has been done. T h e 
specious complaint of" sacrificing the interests of the many 
for the benefit of the f e w " with which the papers have been 
filled, and which has furnished such a fertile theme to 
orators in congress and newspaper writers, was never heard, 
even in a whisper, in the case of the merchants. No.—It 
was reserved to defeat the just demands and expectations 
of the manufacturers. 

In those laws and others of similar character to be found 
in our statute books, w e behold a spirit worthv of the re
presentatives of a great nation, determined to guard the in
terests of a respectable portion ol their constituenis—and 
affording an ample and adequate protection, which com
pletely guaranteed the promise it held out. T h e miserable 
idea of sacrificing native wealth, industry, and talent—of 
hiring vessels, according to A d a m Smith's destructive 
theory," where they could be had the cheapen," was spurned 
with the contempt it deserved. Those wise laws, which 
do honour lo the legislature of the United States, saved the 
navigation of this country from destruction. But for them, 
our shipbuilders would have been ruined, as so large a por
tion of the cotton and woollen manufacturers have b e e n — 
and our shipping would have rotted in our ports, while our 
navigation was carried on by foreigners, as so large a por
tion of our clothing is now manufactured by them. 

A statement of the results of this wise policy, cannot 
fail to be satisfactory— 
In 1189 the British vestels which lo 1799 thtxe that entered 

entered inwards in Great Britain, innards uere only 42 
engaged in the trade of Ihe United 
Slates. M n 253 

Those cleared for the United States 358 Outwards - - 57 
Id 1190 the American ve-.-cls engag- Id 1800 there were 1057" 
ed in tbe British trade were only 464 

"In 1816,561 vessels engaged in the trade of the United 
States entered inwards in Great Britain; of these only 56 
were British. 

" In the same year,of 575 entered outwards, only 39 were 
British.t" 
• Seybert's Statistics, p. 295. f 'bid. 
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Under this fostering system, the tonnage of the United 
States made as rapid progress as ever was made by that of 
any nalion in the world. 

Tone. 
In 1789 it was 201,562 

1790 - 478,377 
1792 - 564,437 
1794 - 628,816 
1796 - 831,700 
1798 - 898,328 
1801 • 1,033,318 

The contrast belwccn the magnanimous spirit that 
presided over ihose laws—and the miserable and blighting 
spirit thai dictated the Iwenty-seven and a half per cent, on 
cottons and woollens—twenty-two per cent, on poltery— 
sixteen anil a half per cent, on linens and silks, & c &c in 
order to enable us to " buy goods where they could be had 
cheapest'' is as astonishing as il is lamentable. O n the one 
side we sec a dignified policy, honourable lo the nation— 
and on the other a policy unworthy of a rising empire, which 
has produced the most disastrous consequences. 

A few lines more on the subject of ihe protection of 
commerce. The navy of the United Stales, which has been 
created chiefly for that purpose, has cost in 20 years above 
56,000,000 of dollars.f The last war with Great Britain, 
which arose wholly from the duty of protecting commerce, 
cost, exclusive of the navj) department, g52,uOO,000.( 

The expense of foreign intercourse, that is, for ambas
sadors, charges des affaires, consuls, agents, bearers of des
patches, &C. &c. for twenty-four years, havebcen 10,872,494 
dollars, or above 450,000 dollars per annum. (Seybert, 713.); 
and for the Barbary powers, in twenty years, 2,457,278 
dollars, or above 120,000 dollars per annum. (Ibid.) Thus, 
in these two items, there is a positive diaburaement, for the 
protection of commerce, of above half a million of dollars 
annually: whereas, the government has never paid one dol
lar, as bounty or premium, to foster, protect, or promote 
the productive industry employed in manufactures; and has 
never laid a dollar of duty, beyond what was called for by 
the exigencies of the treasury. 
* Seybert's Statistics, p. 317. f Weekly Register, and Seybert's 
Statistics, P. *J06. I Idem, p. 71C. 
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It is painful to state, but candour calls on us to state, 
thai a portion of the merchants, who have thus enjoyed such 
a high degree of care and protection, bestowed at such 
enormous expense, have loo generally been averse to af-
fording adequate protection lo their fellow citizens, engaged 
in manufi-ctuics; for which they suffer now in common with 
the manufacturers, by ihe consequent universal calamity of 
the times and impoverishment of the country. 

Lei us now turn Irom the fostering care bestowed on 
commerce—the various statutes enacted in iis favour—ihe 
expense incurred for that purpose—the complete protection 
it has experienced, to ihe situation of the manufacturer. Has 
he had his equal share of the care and attention of govern
ment? No. T h e paternal care of their own manufacturers, 
generally exercised by other governments, shuts him out of 
nearly all the foreign markets of the world. And the im
policy of our system leaves him at home at the mercy of ri
vals from every quarter of the globe, who, availing them
selves of the advantage of superior capital, and their own 
governmental protection, vanquish him in his own market, 
and reduce him to bankruptcy. 

That the manufacturers, particularly those of cotton and 
woollen fabrics, have not been protected from foreign rival-
ship—thai they have been victims of an inadequate tariff, is 
palpable from the immense quantities of rival fonign arti
cles With which our markets have been inundated; from the 
ruin of so many respcrtable citizens who invested large ca
pitals in manufacturing establishments; and from ihe great 
proportion of those establishments that are wholly suspend
ed in their operations; many of which have been sold for 20, 
30, or 40 per cent, of the first cost. 

O f these facts the proofs are within tbe knowledge of 
the great mass of our citizens. They admit neither doubt 
nor denial. 

Thus, while the manufacturer appears to enjoy the ad
vantages of a free government, he is, we repeat, incontesti-
bly in a worse situation, so far as respects the acquisition 
of property, and protection of industry, two principal objects 
of got id government, than the subjects ol the monarchs of 
Europe* wtose situation he must regard with envy. T h e 
English, the French, the Uusstan, the Austrian, and the 
Danish manufacturers arc generally secured in the home 
market. 

There is bui one way to account for the care bestowed 
en the commercial, and the neglect of the manufacturing 
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interest. T h e former has been at all limes well represented 
in congress, and the latter never. It is, as w c have observed 
on a former occasion, nearly as m u c h unrepresented in that 
body as this country in its colonial state was in the British 
parliament. 

A CONTRAST. 

7"Ae Agriadturist. 
With hardly an ex

ception, secured in Ihe 
home market. Nearly 
all the foreign markets 
in the world open lo 
him. 

The Manufacturer. 
Shut out of nearly 

all the foreign markets 
in the ivorld, and beat
en out of his own for 
want of adequate pro
tection. 

The Merchant. 
The coasting trade 

secured to him by ab
solute and unqualified 
prohibition. E«ery 
possible advantage Ibat 
the goternmcnl can 
give, affordrd to his 
shipping in the foreign 
trade. 

W c appeal, fellow citizens, to your candour, to your 
justice, whether there can be a reason w h y the farmer should 
be protected by duties, which, in most cases,* are nearly 
equal to prohibitions—and the merchant have the coasting 
and China trade secured to him, the former by absolute 
prohibition, and the latter by duties equivalent to prohibi
tion; while there is no one manufactured article whatever 
prohibited, and while the cotton and woollen manufacturers 
(to pass over others) are sacrificed lo foreign rivals, by the 
utterly inadequate duly of twenty-seven and a half per cent! 
This is a vital point—and demands the most serious reflec
tion. T h e whole question at issue m a y be said 10 turn on 
it. W c put it to the understanding of our fellow citizens 
throughout the union—and to the consciences of the m e m 
bers of congress. If any adequate reason can be assigned 
for this very unequal distribution of protection, let it be pro
claimed, in order to silence complaint. 

Thai several extensive establishments have survived the 
general wreck—that they arc still in profitable operation— 
is no disproof of our allegations. Their proprietors have 
generally had s o m e peculiar advantages in point of capital 
" Hemp, as already slated, pays about 26 per cenl.—cheese 10—cotton 
30—and all other agricultural productions IS 1-2 Itisobyioos that those 
duties nre far more cHVctual (ban 10 per cent, nould be on pottery, glass hol
lies, or lir.m—tbe two finl of ivhich are subject to 22, and Ihe last lo IS 1--
pcrcent. W e niigh! go on with n.i e numeral ion and comparison to a great 
ejtlCDl, but deem it unnecessary. 
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or long esiablishmcnt, that saved them from the fate of the 
others. Bin -.upposing that the prohibition of the coasting 
trade had not been enacied—that it had generally fallen in
to Ihe hands of foreigners; but that twemy or thirty of our 
merchants were able lo support themselves by ibat portion 
of it which foreign rivaWnp icfi them, would lhai be ad
mitted fir a moment to disprove the ruin of the hundreds 
of others that bad fallen sacrifices! 

Wc are persuaded that very few of our citizens attach an 
adequate d-give of importance to the industry of Ihe ma-
nufacturiiur class of the community, and-tha*. it is prodi
giously underaied. T o form a correct estimate of it, re
quires to enter into minute calculations, Which have rarely 
been made It never could have been supposed, without 
such calculations, that the cotton fabrics, produced by 
100.000 manufacturers in 1815, amounted to more than one 
half of ihe whole value of Ihe domestic exports, of every 
description, of that year; which is nevertheless the fact, 
as will appear in the course of this address. 

In order to aid you. fellow citizens, in comparing the 
products of manufacturing and agricultural industry, w e 
submit a table of the exports of the United Slates for ihe 
year 1815, extracted from ihe returns of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. W e have annexed in the second column, a 
statement of the population of the several states according 
to the census of 1810; and in lhc third column, an estimate 
of what was the probable population in loi5. assuming, 
according to Dr. Seybert, an annual increase of 3 per cent. 
or 15 per cent, for the whole period. 
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Table of the Domestic Exports and Population of the 
United States. 

S T A T E S A N D TERRITORIES. 

thodc Island -
Connecticut . . . . 
H«t York - - - -
Jew Jersey -
'ennsylrania -
>elamn 
darjland -
Virginia 
)bio -

Tennessee - - -
iouih Carolina -
Jeorgm -

llinois -
Michigan -
District of Columbia -

•torn. IS 15. 
Dollar.. 
3,541 463 

101,-203 
161,002 
351,684 
393,136 

8,230,21s 
5,513 

3,669,651 
105,102 

4,066,814 
6,632,519 

1,015,961 

6,514,183 
4,146,051 

2.519 
5,056,85S 

36,903 
1,965,626 
li.D1-l.40; 

Po null lion 
by Criuui Of 

100,145 
214.460 
.'11.895 
16,931 

261,942 
959,049 
245,562 
SI 0.091 
12,6 il 

380,646 
914,62*2 
230.160 
406,611 
655,50C 
261,121 
415,115 
252,433 
16,556 
40,352 
20,845 
24,62( 
12,281 
4,162 

24.023 
1,239,903 

I'lt'iuUlloa, 
1 (ki crnl 
|H*v anno in 

805,656 
246.62! 
250.51) 
88,41* 

301,233 
1,102,906 
282.396 
931,60< 
83,515 

431,627 
1,120,815 
266,311 
461.481 
639.825 
300,986, 
471,38? 
290.291 
88,03! 
46,40-
23.912 
26,198 
14,125 
5.416 

21,662 
B,325,818 

S a m e table differently arranged. 

STATES. 

Mastachosetts -
Connecticut • 
New Hampshire . . . 
Vermont -
Rho-ie bland . . . . 
New Jersey -

Tool. 
Poliu Union 

1S1J. 
805,956 
301,233 
246.629 
250,419 
68.410 

282.396 I,!*7i,lti3 

Oorotstic Y.%-
poru. lilt. 
J3,547.463 

333,135 
101,203 
161,002 
356,784 

5,219 4,654.1166 

I:™** 
-trrbrad. 

$4.40 
1.21 
.41 
."64 
4.03 
.02 2 3( 

New York . . . . 
IVnmjIionia - - - -

1,105,008 
931.604 

-\0.l .1,531 

BlfS0,S1*l 
3,569,551 
ll,19~'J,829 

1.41 
3.83 
5.96 

http://li.D1-l.40
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S T A T E S . 

Delaware - - - - -
Maryland • - - -
Virginia -
North Carolina . . . 
Di'lrlcl of Columbia -

Population 
•ill. 
83.616 

431,621 
1,120,815 
638,825 
27,626 1 -.',30H,468 

Toad. 
K.-torlt 
1015 

Ift pom 
pcrbcud. 

1 105,1021 § 1.261 
4,086,274 9.33 
6,632,579 5.91 
1,012,961 1.69 
1,965.626 11.15 13,802,541 5.95 

Sooth Carolina - - -
(•torjpa -

41.392 
290,291 
761.679 

6,514,US 
4,146,051 
10.120,810 

13.71 
14.28 
13.96 

Ohio - - - - -
Kentucky 
Tennessee -
Louisiana . . . . . 

265,311 
461,497 
300,986 
Ji.'j-': l.Oii.M* 

16056868 4.71 

1,057,858] 1.1-

It appears, on an examination of the preceding tables, 
it the average exports of the whole union, per head, that the average export 

were about S5.62. 

Of New Hampshire. Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Inland, and N e w Jersey - - 82.30 

O f N e w York - - 7.46 
O f Pennsylvania . . . . . 3.83 
O f Delaware. Maryland, Virginia, District of Co

lumbia and North Carolina . . . 5.95 
Of Sou tit Carolina, and Georgia - - 13.95 
O f Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Louisiana 4.78 
Whereas, the surplus of the labour of 100,000 cotton 

manufacturers in that year beyond ihe price of the raw 
material and the wages, »as gi,200,0t-n, 01 g)2 per head. 
This appears by a report submitted 10 congress by the 
committee of commerce and im-nufacturvs, Feb 13, 18 6, 
which slates thai there were in t><e preceding year, about 
100,000 persons employed in the United Stales in the cot
ton manufacture, viz.—10,000 men, 66,000 women and fe
male children, and 24,000 boys.* 

W h o used 
Containing 

bales of cotton 90,000 
pound* 27,000,000 

* Weekly Register, vol. xi. page 447. 
P 
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Amounting, at 30 cents, to - - 88,100,000 
And producing of cotton fabrics - yards 8 ,000,000 
Averaging 3f> cents per yard - - 24,30^,000 
Estimating the wages at 8'50 per annum 815,000,000 

Result. 

Gross amount of articles manufactured 824,300,000 
Cost of cotton 8.100,ooo 

Net annual gain to the nation on the labour of 
100,000 manufacturers - - - 816,200,000 

This leaves a gain of one hundred and sixty two dollars 
per head, on the labour employed, let it be observed, on 
articles of low price. 

It is impossible to reflect on this statement, without be
ing struck most forcibly wilh the extent of the advantages 
of this important branch. 

Analysis. 

I. The difference between the price of the raw materials, 
if exported, that is 88J00,0o0,—and that of the manufac
tured articles,—824.300,000,—viz. S'6,200,000, was 
clearly saved to the country. 

II. The amount of the goods manufactured, 824,300,000, 
was more than half—and the amount thus saved to the 
country, g 16,20o,00O, was more than one-third, of the 
value of the entire exports of ihe United Slates for that 
year, which were only 843,974,403. 

III. A certain market was provided for the great staple 
of the southern states, the cultivation of which, were the 
manufacture duly protected, might be extended to double 
or treble its present amount. 

IV. The value of lands and the interest of the agricul
turists in the vicinity of those establishments, were greatly 
advanced, by the supplies of provisions required for the 
support of the manufacturers. 
The amount of the goods produced by the labour of these 
100,000 manufacturers, viz. 824,300.000, was 
I. Nearly equal to the whole of the domestic exports of 

Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro
lina, Georgia, and the district of Columbia, containing 
above 1,000,000 inhabitants; 
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II. Considerably more than the whole of the domestic 
exports of N e w Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts. Con
necticut, Rhode Island, New-York, Pennsylvania, N e w 
Jersey, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Louisiana, con
taining above 5,000,000 inhabitants. 

The money retained in the country by the labour of these 
100,000 manufacturers, viz. S'6.200,000, was 
I. Nearly equal to the domestic exports of N e w York, 

Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Louisiana, 
containing above 3,000,000 inhabitants. 

II. About equal to the domestic exports of N e w Hamp
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
N e w Jersey, South Carolina and Georgia, containing above 
2,700,000 inhabitants. 

It may on a cursory view appear that wc have gone into 
too much detail with these statements. But we trust that 
the magnitude of the errors prevalent on these topics, and 
more particularly the deleterious consequences these er
rors have produced, on the prosperity of our country, as well 
as the probability of their continuing to produce a copious 
harvest, will fully justify us. 

Those immense advantages, produced by 10,000 men*, 
66,000 women and female children, and 24,000 boys, if duly 
appreciated by congress, would have led to a system widely 
different from the one pursued in the tarilT. Such a source 
of wealth ought to have been cherished with the utmost 
care and attention, which would have been amply repaid by 
the most beneficial results. 

It may, and probably will be demanded, if the advantages 
of this manulacture be so great, why have so many of those 
engaged in it been ruined? This answer is obvious. The in
undation of foreign articles, a large portion of which were 
sold at vendue, far below first cost, has so far glutted our 
markets, as greatly lo limit the sale of the domestic fabrics, 
and cause ruinous sacrifices on those that arc sold. 

Our manufacturers, moreover, in the event of an over
stocked domestic market, have no foreign one in which to 
dispose of their superfluous goods. Whereas our markets 
are open for the superfluous goods of all the manufacturers 
in the world!! Never was there such disparity of advantage. 

W c do not avail ourselves of the obvious advantage we 
might derive from the circumstance that a portion of 
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the exports were manufactured and in a highly finished 
state, and were of course at prices far beyond what they 
bore, when they came from the hands of the agriculturist 
In some rases, ihe value was doubled or trebled. All ibis 
advance of price ought to be deducted from the total amount 
as reported by the custom house, in order to carry on the 
comparison fairly, and do the argument justice. But we 
waive this advantage, greai as it obviously is, and admit the 
whole as in iis rude state. 

T h e situation of the four western states, claims particular 
attention. Unfortunately there are no daia on which to 
form an estimate of their exports individually; such an es
timate would be valuable, as it would more thoroughly 
evincc the ruinous policy this country has pursued, by its 
clTccis on Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee. But in the de
ficiency of correct data, wc must rely on the best estimate 
that we can make. 

From the extraordinary fertility of the soil in Louisiana, 
and the great value of its staples, w e believe it will not be 
extravagant to suppose that of the sum of 5,055,868 dollars 
exported from Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee and Louisiana 
there was above a million antl a half raised in the last slate. 
This reduces the surplus ol the other three stales, devoted 
chiefly to agriculture, and containing above a million of 
people, to three dollars and a half per head! And from tbe 
immense distance from which a large portion of it is drawn, 
and the consequent heavy expenses, it is not extravagant lo 
suppose that it did not produce to the cultivator above 75 
per cent, of this value—probably in many cases not above 
60 per cent. 
Wc submit, fellow citizens, a fair comparison of the pro
ceeds of the labour of 100,000 persons employed in the 
culture of cotton, wilh that of the same number employed 
in the manufacture of the article, in order more fully to es
tablish the importance of the latter. 
Cotton is now about Ificents per lb. at the manufactories; 

—about 14 in ihe seaport*, of the states where it is raised^ 
and cannot net the planter more than 15, deducting the 
mcichant's profits. That cotton will rise beyond this price 
is possible—but not probable. T h e prices in England, 
which must greatly regulate our markets, are more likely 
to fall than to rise, from the improvement of the culture in 
the East Indies—.the ardour with which it is pursued,—and 
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ihe low price of labour there: and in fact it would not b*e 
extraordinary, if, from the abundance of the East India 
supplies, the British market were at no distant day virtu
ally closed to our cotton, as it has actually been by order of 
council to our flour. 

Culture of Cotton. 

Ten slaves, five of ihcm capable of working in the fields, 
the other five women and children, will produce of cotton 
annually about lbs. 8,500 

At this rate 100,000 would produce lbs. 85,000,000 
Which at 13 cents per lb. amount to g 11,050,000 

Manufacture of Cotton. 

We proceed to stale the situation and results of an 
extensive eolton manufactory in the neighbourhood of Bos
ton, which is in actual operation. 

« 
It contains men . . . . . . 14 
W o m e n and children . . . . . 286 

300 

And produces with power looms and other machinery, at 
the rate per annum of 

Square yards of cloth . . . . 1,500,000 
Which at 25 cents per yard is . . . £ 312,500 
Deduct 450,000 lbs. of cotton, at 16 cents, . 1^,000 

Annual saving to the nation by the labour of> ctn.ri ,«-, 
14 men and 386 women and children, J B^u.sow 

For the correctness of this statement, fellow citizens, we 
pledge ourselves to the world. W c defy contradiction. 

Let us now calculate the result of the labours of 100,000 
men, women, and children, in the same proportions, and at 
the same kind of employment: 

As 300: 8340,500 : : 100,000: 880,166,666. 

That is to say, the clear profit of the labour of 100,00t 
persons, 5000 men, and 95,000 women and children em
ployed in (be cotton manufacture, would amount to above 

p 2 
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80,000,000 of dollars annually, after paying for ihe raw ma
terial. 

T h e reason why the result of this calculation so far ex
ceeds the proceeds of the labour of the 100,000 manufactu
rers, in 1815. as staled in page 168, is, that the machinery 
of the establishment near Boston, has been brought lo the 
last degree of perfection—and the power looms which af
ford immense facilities to the operations, were very rare 
in 1815. 

It cannot escape the attention of even a cursory observer, 
that all our calculations of ilic results of ihe cotion manu
facture are predicated on low priced fabrics—and that the 
profits on the high priced are far greater. A large pro
portion of those imported from Great Britain are of the 
laiier desctiplion. This greatly enhances the profits ol 
the manufacture. It results from hence, thai far less than 
100,000 Manchester cotton manufacturers, principally wo
m e n and children, would be able to pay for the whole of 
the exports of this nation, containing above 9,000,000 of 
people! 

There arc probably at this heur from 30 to 40,000 per
sons, skilled in this branch, idle in ihe United States, whe 
could produce, according to the preceding calculations, 
cotton fabrics to ihe amount of 25 to 30,000,000 of dollars 
annually. W h a t a lamentable waste of industry! 

W h o can ponder on these facts without astonishment at 
the impolicy of our system, which, under the auspices ol 
A d a m Smith, has sacrificed the labour often, twenty, thir
ty, forty, fifty, or sixty of our citizens for that of one fo
reign manufacturer? If ihe absurdity were capable ot' be
ing heightened, it would be by the circumstance, thai the 
dearncss of labour is so frequently assigned as an argument 
againsi our fostering manufactures. Bui surely if our la
bour be so dear and valuable, wc ought not to squander it 
away thus prodigally. 

Can it. therefore, be a subject of wonder, that we arc an 
impoverished nation—that wc arc drained of our specie— 
that our water power has been, by a bounteous heaven, 
lavished upon us in vain—that so many of our manufactu
rers arc beggared and bankrupted—that our workmen are 
wasting their time in idleness—and thai those artists and 
manufacturers, who, unfortunately for themselves, have 
been allured to our coasts, by cur excellent form of govern
ment, have cither returned lo Europe, gone to Nova Scotia. 
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or Canada, or are obliged to resort to servile employments 
lo support existence? 

We now submit to your consideration, fellow citizens, an 
important table of the imports of cotton into the British do
minions, for seventeen years. The first fifteen are taken 
from Dr. Seybert's Statistics," and the remaining two from 
the Journal of Trade and Commerce.t 

Table of the Importation of Cotton into Great Britain. 

American 
Brazil 
KslIr-tU 
( M M son i to, or top. 

IMS. 
107.4114 104,1*1 104.10J II4J7I 
74,7*0' 76.N7 4S.SIS' 51,141 
M l * | 10.1901 I.**'- '.'" 
s,ns, iojm- ijov i,m 

OOfiU', 4M74< JOJSSI 7S.lt* 
2it.its[tis.nn;ttiflm.2sieao 

i •'•;, 
124,939 171,167 
J I.OI4; It.tSl 
7,787! 11(40*-
77,0T| 11*10 *',I.TJiSM.66T 

37*71 
10,441 
11,511 15,76* 
f-,iij'tOJ.*Il l«!,1i»i440,»i 

t!IC. 

101,107 "7*05 
IMSfl 
01,1 So 
i«i,itj 

ArDii-imn 
Brazil 
EaulrxlM 
Olhvr iotIi No. ri) b*L 

HI ,.l ISU. inii 
l»,102l 05J3I, 37.710 
llB-JHf US.704 137,101 
l4J"-4*( 3/«7 1,410 
64,719 'l.!M 7J.I!, 

IBM. 
4Ŝ I5.' 
150.430 
1J**4S 
74.100 
a»7*n 

1815. | m * . j hit. ISIS. 
10I,0J7 166,0771191,917.105,111 
91,855 .113,450': 14 bi6.iii.ost 
11,1*7 10,070] 117.4(4 24T.W4 
1,140 49.135J 47.701 50,578 170.U9 sov^ira IMMH "5,410 

T o the intelligent cotton planter, this table furnishes 
matter for most serious and sober rejection. It seals the 
death warrant of the hopes which he lately cherished of an 
increasing market and continued high prices in E n g l a n d — 
and, independent of all care or concern for his fellow citi
zens, engaged in the cotton manufacture, establishes the 
necessity of securing a steady market for his raw material 
at h o m e . T h e following analysis deserves peculiar atten
tion. 

I. T h e importation of Am e r i c a n cotton has not quite 
doubled in sixteen years. 

II. East India cotton has in the same space of time in
creased 3000 per cent. 

III. United States cotton has increased but threepercent. 
in the last year. 

I V . East India cotton has increased in the tame time 110 
per cent.; and the total increase of importation in that year 
has been 55 per ce**t. 

Page 9* i Feb. 1819, page 113. 

http://7S.lt*
http://bi6.iii.ost
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V. Brazil cotton has more than trebled since the year 
1808. 
According to the report of the committee of commerce 

and manufactures, which we have quoted above, the con
sumption of colton in ihe United States in 1805, was 
only - - - - - bags 1,000 

But in 1815, it rose to - 90,000 
Containing . . . lbs. 27,000,000 
So rapid was the increase of this manufacture, with no 

other protection than that afforded by the war, in exclud
ing foreign rivalship. 

Dr. Scybert states that the greatest amount of cotton ever 
exported from this country was 93,000,000pounds in 1808." 
T h e whole quantity exported in 1815, to all parts of Eu
rope, was about 81,000,000 pounds.t 
It thus appears that the quantity actually consumed by our 

manufacturers in 181 i, viz, 27,000,000 lbs. was equal to one-
third part of all wc exported in that year—and what is still 
more extraordinary, it was actually one-third part of the 
'Whole quantity imported in the same year into England, the 
most manufacturing country in the world!\ And it will not, 
we trust, be doubted, that a moderate degree of protection 
would have increased the home demand to such an extent 
as to consume the whole. W h a t inexhaustible mines of 
wealth, far beyond those of Golconda or Potosi, have we in 
our power! H o w lamentable a sacrifice we have made of 
•hem! and how prosperous and happy should we now be, 
had we made a proper use of them! 

In order to enable you, fellow citizens, duly to appreciate 
the advantages that would have accrued from the manu
facture of the whole quantity of cotton exported in 180S, 
wc submit a sketch of its results. 
Dr. The Industry of the United States. Cr. 
T o 90,000,000 pounds of By 2'r0,000,000 yards of 
cotton at 30 cloth at 20 
eents per lb. 27,000,000 cents 54,0»0,000 

* Statistics, p. 92. i Idem. p. 152. 
( To these facts particular attention is requested. The imports 

of cotton into Great Britain, in ISIS were 270,000 bags; in 1816, 
369,000; io 1817, 377,000; »f wbicb con-iderablc quantities were 
exported to the continent of Europe. Whereas the actual con
sumption in the United States in 1815, was. as before stated, 90.000 
bag*, a striking proof of the laudable enterprize and industry of our 
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To clear profit 
carried to ac-
countofgene
ral prosperity 27,000,000 

g54,OOO,O00 S54,0O0,00O 

W e will further suppose that ihe whole of this cotton 
had been manufactured abroad, and returned in us in a 
manulaciured slate, and then exhibit the result. 

Dr. The United Stales. Cr. 

T o 270,000,000 yards of By 90,000,000 lbs. 
clolh at 20 cotton al 30 els. 17,000,000 
cents 54,000,000 By balance car-

ried to account to 
national bank
ruptcy 27,000,000 

i54,000,OCO ^54,000,000 

Another Kiew of the subject. 

Let us examine the result of 90,000,000 lbs. of cotton, 
manufactured in this country, at the present prices of cot
ton— 

Dr. The United States. Cr. 

T o 90,000.000 lbs. By 27,0000,000 
of cotion at 16 yards of cloth at 
cents 14,400,000 "20 cents 54,000,000 
T o clear profit car
ried to accuuni of 
general prosperi
ty 39,600,000 

g54,000;000 $54,000,000 

In order further to evince the importance of the cotton 
manufacture to the wealth and prosperity of nations, we stale 



178 Woollen Manufactures. 

its extent in, and gain to Great Britain. The fabrics of that 
staple consumed in, and exported from that country, in 1812, 
amounted lo sterling I 2^,000,000 
The cost of ihe raw material - - - 6,000,000 

Clear annual gain to the nation - - /. 23,000,000* 
Equal to, above - 8100,000,000 
And this all-important manufacture, for which the United 

Stales arc peculiarly adapted from the possession of, and 
capacity of producing the raw material to a boundless ex
tent, has been hall" strangled by our tariff! What agonizing 
reflections this view of the subject forces on ihe mind! 

Having discussed ihe subject of ihe cotton manufacture, 
wc proceed to take a view of the woollen, which is equally 
deserving of the most serious consideration. 

By a report of the committee of commerce and 
manufactures, submitted to the house of re
presentatives, March, IS 16,t itappearsthatin 
the year preceding there was invested in ihe 
woollen branch a capital of - • g 12,000,000 

T h e raw material amounted to - 7,O00,0tO 
T h e value was increased by the ma

nufacture *- - - - 12,000,000 
Value of goods manufactured annu

ally 19,000,000 
Persons constantly employed - - 50,000 
Occasionally . . . . 50,000 100,000 

Analysis. 
I. By this manufacture, articles were produced 

in the United States, which would otherwise 
have been imported, to the amount of - g 19,000,000 

Deduct price of wool, which, but for thisbranch, 
would have been exported - - - 7,000,000 

Clear saving lo the country - - - 12,000,000 

II. Seven millions of dollars expended among the farmers, 
for the wool of about 5,000,000 sheep. 

* Colc)uhouD on Iho Power and Resources of Great Britain, p 31 
T Supra, pag;c 166. 'r 
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III. A clear gain to ihe nation, by the labour of each per
son thus employed, of ; iu dollars. 

The following table cf the value of the national manu
factures for the year I81t>, will enable you, fellow citizens, 
to form a correct idea of the importance of the subject. It 
is an estimate deduced by Teuc h Coxe, Esq. from ihe mar
shals1 returns, taken with the cenms of that year. It is 
probable thai during the progress ol the war, ihcy were 
increased to above 8300,000,000. 

Maine 83,741,116 
Massachusetts 21,895,528 
N e w Hampshire . . . . 5,2-'5,045 
Vermonl - . . . . . 5,407,280 
Rhode Island 4,106,074 
Connecticut - - . . . 7,771,928 
Ne*v York 25,370,289 
N e w Jersey 7,054,594 
Pennsylvania 33,691,111 
Delaware 1,733,744 
Maryland 11,466.794 
Virginia 15,263,473 
Ohio 2,894,290 
Kentucky . . . - - 6,181,024 
Nortii Carolina . . . - 6,653,152 
Tennessee 3,611,029 
South Carolina 3,623,595 
Georgia J,658,48I 
Orleans Territory 1,222,357 
Mississippi Territory . . . . . 419,075 
Louisiana Territory . . . . 200,000 
Indiana Territory 300,000 
Illinois Territory 120,000 
Michigan Territory 50,000 
Columbia (District) . . . . 1,100,000 172,761,977 

The repetition of objections to which we have already 
fully replied, obliges us, fellow citizens, to resume topics 
which we had supposed exhausted. 

A m o n g these, the most prevalent and popular is the ex
tortion said to have been practised by the manufacturers 
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during the war. This theme is hacknied from New-Hamp
shire to Georgia, not merely by men of 'ittle minds and 
narrow views, with w h o m such an objection would be per-
fectly in character; but men of higher spheres of life, and 
superior order of mind and endowments, allow themselves 
to be led astray by it. 

Even admitting ii to have existed to the extent assumed, 
the inference drawn from it, to prevent adequate protection 
to manufactures would not apply at present; as, according 
to the irrefragable maxim of Alexander Hamilton, founded 
on fact a id reason, ' the internal competition which takes 
place soon does away every thing like monopoly, and re
duces by degrees 'he price to the minimum of a reasonable 
profit on the capital employed,' 
But we will suppose for a moment that the allegations arc 

all just—and that the manufacturers of broad cloth sold, as 
we have already stated, al 13 or 14 dollars per yard, what 
cost them only 8 or 9. With what propriety, wc repeat, 
can the importer who at the same period, sold his goods at 
50 or 100 per cent, beyond the old prices—the planter who 
raised cotton at 10 or 12 cents, and sold at 30, and would at 
40, 50, or loo—ihe merchant who bought flour at lo dol
lars and sold at 20 to tO—reproach the manufacturer for 
what they practised themselves? 

W e pass over the inconsistency of such conduct, which 
is too palpable and gross to require comment: and we trust 
that the miserable spirit that would prefer the consumption 
of fabrics manufactured in Hindosian, because sold a few 
cents cheaper per yard, (and thus exhaust the wealth of 
the country to support a distant nalion, while our fellow 
citizens, who invested millions of money in manufacturing 
esiablishmenis. arc bankrupted and beggared, and the 
workmen thrown for support on the overseers of the poor) 
will never influence the councils of a great nalion. 

But the enormous expenses of those establishments, in 
which investments were made to ihe amount of 20, 30, 40, 
50 or 60,000 dollars, for buildings nnd machinery, would 
require and fully justify extraordinary prices in the com
m e n c e m e n t — T o bring this home to t'ie cotton planters— 
and 10 enable them to conceive the force of the argument, 
we will suppose for a moment. th-*,' during the war they 
bail (or the first time lo coim-.i -• their plantations—and 
to purchase slaves at 4 or 500 dollars each—and planta
tions for 5 to 10,000 dollars. Could they, in the incipient 
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stale of their operations, afford lo sell their cotton for 18 
to 20 ccnis per lb? Certainly not. This is a case perfectly 
analogous, and ought to set this miserable objection at rest 
for ever. 

NO. XII. 

Philadelphia, June 24, 1819. 
W e have presented for your consideration, the essence 

of the able and luminous report of Alexander Hamilton, 
then secretary of the treasury, on manufactures. T h e prin
ciples contained in thai admirable state paper, are the prin
ciples of political economy, that have been practised by 
those statesmen, w h o m the concurrent testimony of ages, 
have pronounced the most wise; and have constituted ihe 
policy of every nation, thai has advanced in civilization; in 
which the principles of free government have been develop
ed; or which has grown in wealth and power. 

Did it comport with the design of these essays, it would 
be no difficult task to establish, by historical references, 
the facts; that ihe amelioration of society; the evolution of 
those just rights, which arc the inheritance of every indi
vidual; and the weight and influence of ihe people in their 
government, had their origin in ihe establishment of manu
facturing iuduslry. With its progression, have they pro
gressed; and by the diffusion of wealth through every class 
of the community, which is ils necessary concomitant, have 
been diffused civilization and knowledge. T h e principles 
by which these important resulls have been effected, wc 
shall shortly elucidate. But other considerations first in-
vile aitention. 

T h e arguments, by which Mr. Hamilton has sustained 
the principles he advocated, arc lucid and conclusive W e 
believe them to be irrefutable. At least, wc have not as 
yet met with any opposing writers, who have shaken one 
of ihe positions he advanced. Those diversified combina
tions, which grow out of, and affect all human transactions, 
did not escape his penetration. Tbcy are too commonly 
overlooked by theorists, who intent on general principles, 
disregard the minuter circumstances, that arise out of their 
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very action, and frequently render them impracticable in 
operation, however just they may appear in themselves. 

In no science, are the general maxims of mere theo
rists more delusive, and more to be distrusted, than in 
political economy. This branch of knowledge is yet in its 
infancy. Ii is composed of relations so commingled and 
commixed together, that like a skein of tangled thrc.d, 
ihcy require to be traced out wiih great patience, perse
verance, and close attention. lis principles arc noi yet 
established. Those which have been considered as the 
most fixed, have been overthrown; those which have been 
taught as self-evident, are questioned; and the whole arc 
the subject of ardent discussion. In this stale of the sci
ence, general maxims can serve no other purpose, than to 
give flippancy on an abstruse subject, and to overleap diffi
culties, lhai cannot be removed. 

While the elements of political economy are thus unde
termined, w c are called upon to sci al naught the harmoni
sing examples of the most prosperous stales; the accumu
lated experience of centuries; and to confide the charac
ter, the resources, the power of this nalion; the wealth and 
happiness of this people; the safely perhaps of the govern
ment itself, to the operation of abstract principles, wl.icli 
have not yci been confirmed by practice, nor even sealed 
by authority. 

In human affairs, abstract principles, though ihey may 
captivate the fancy by their simplicity, are often defeated 
by those subordinate accidents, which they must necessa
rily exclude. T h e principles of • Political Justice,' of ihe 
English, and the • perfectibility of human nature' of the 
French Philosophers, as well as unlimited freedom of mo
ral action, in ihe abstract, may be true. But overlooking 
the very constitution of human nature, the discordancy of 
its sentiments, the complexcdness of iis affinities, the va
riety of iis affections, ihe perverscness of ihe human heart, 
and obliquity of human intellect, ihcy can only be regarded 
as ihe visions of benevolent enthusiasts 

T h e abstract principles of political economy, are of si
milar character. Resulting from general reasoning, which 
seldom descends to minute particulars, they bear all the 
evidences of correct deductions, until brought into practice. 
Their inefficiency is then disclosed, and iheir partial nature 
made manifest The involutions and compound nature of 
human interest, wc arc convinced, set distinctive limitations 
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at defiance. They often open suddenly into new channels 
that have not been traced, or flow through others, so ob
scure, that they have escaped our notice. Our generalities 
arc defeated by unanticipated combinations, which give 
results never calculated; and rc-aclions arc produced, that 
work effects never suspected. 

In a science thus uncertain, and in things thus compli-
calcd and indistinct, it is the part of prudence lo tread the 
paths of sober experience; to trust those guides, whose 
long practice has imparled substantial knowledge, and whose 
knowledge is verified by their success. T o reject the long 
acquired wisdom of ages, and the well-earned experience 
of mankind, from confidence in superior wisdom, may 
justly subject us 10 Ihe imputation of self-suflicicncy, and 
hazard the dearest interests of our country. 

It is against such visionary projects, that we have raised 
our hands; it is to warn you from the closet speculations of 
theorists, lo invite you to c o m m o n sense practice, founded 
on ihe nature of things, that w e have intruded with ihe 
best intentions on your notice. W e have presented to you 
in succession, the systems of various powers in Europe, 
for the advancement of their welfare; and have shown 
some errors of policy, bearing a strong similarity to prin
ciples generally entertained in the United Stales, which 
proved fatal lo those by w h o m they were adopted. W e 
have, finally, presented you with a system, thai has been 
proposed by one of our most enlightened statesmen, as 
best adapted to promote the wealth and power, by exciting 
and fostering ihe industry of this country, in the circum
stances of a general and continued peace in Europe. This 
system was prepared with an experience of the operation 
of the peace policy of Europe on our affairs, subsequent 
to the peace of 1783, and after mature reflection on ihe 
commercial relations between this country and foreign 
powers. Its principles, founded on well substantiated 
facts, are drawn from ihe examples of the most prosperous 
and most powerful nations; and its materials derived from 
the abundant sources of European commercial legislation. 
These are circumstances which entitle it to great weight, 
and to be received with the most marked and serious at
tention. 

Lei it not be presumed, that wc are influenced by any 
feelings of political partiality, in favour of Mr. Hamilton. 
Most of those, who thus tender the tribute of their applause 
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to his merits as a statesman, and thus highly appreciate 
this particular fruit of his labours, were, and continue lobe, 
the decided opponents of his |>olitical principles It is bi
gotry alone, thai denies or.would obicure mcrii in those, be
yond the paleol its own belief, in church or state. T o this 
feeling, we wish to have no claim, and while wc confess a 
contrariety of sentiment on some essential points, we would 
not withhold our acknowledgment of the brilliancy of the 
genius, the extent and solid nature of the acquirements, 
and the strength of intellect, that distinguished Alexander 
Hamilton. 

In the present situation of the country, when it cannot 
be concealed, that its progress has received a sudden 
check, and society labours under the shock of a rapid re
coil, the discussions of political parties sink into minor im
portance, in comparison with the great principles of the 
Prosperity and happiness of the people and of the nation. 
'hese are the principles ihat should rise paramount in the 

view, occupy the thoughts, and animate the feelings of every 
citizen of the great American republic. Divesting your
selves, therefore, of party feelings, prejudices and partiali
ties; casting aside, as derogatory 10 ibe character of A m e 
rican citizens, the petty jealousies of sectional interests, 
take inlo candid consideration that system of policy, which, 
in the early establishment of our government, was deemed 
best to comport with our interests as an independent peo
ple. If its principles should appear to you just, and the 
reasoning by which it is sustained, consonant to truth; if 
you should be satisfied, it is the best adapted t<- our pre
sent and probable future circumstances, you will not hesi
tate to trust to it, for the advancement of individual and 
national prosperity. 

A n inquiry naturally arises into the causes, which led 
the government, after having matured this system, and 
contemplated its adoption, to lay it aside. They are de
veloped in our commercial history, and will be found to 
strengthen the principles and views on which it was erected, 
and for which we contend. 

T h e peace concluded in 1783, continued undisturbed; 
Europe offered but partial markets to our productions, 
while it closed its commerce to our marine. T h e annual 
value of our foreign exports, was less in amount than the 
annual value of our consumption of foreign commodities, 
nnd wc possessed no collateral sources of wealth to com-
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pensate the deficiency. The government had assumed a 
large debt, which subjected it to a heavy annual interest; 
other "-xpenses were accumulating, the increase of which 
might be confidently anticipated; and the prospects of re
venue from foreign commerce, or an impoverished people, 
were but gloomy. In rliese circumstances, the attention of 
our statesmen must have been directed to internal resour
ces Yei from this quarter could be derived little to in
spire their hopes. Commerce brought no money into the 
country; circulation was limited and slow; the industry 
or labour power of the country was bul partially exerted; 
and consequently much wealth lost, that might have been 
created. Without a circulating medium, and full employ
ment for industry, revenue must have been oppressive to 
the people, of difficult coll* ciion to the government, and 
uncertain in iis proceeds. 

The difficulties of the colonial governments, and the evils 
endured by the colonists, were then fresh in remembrance, 
and their causes were well understood. The commerce, to 
which they had been limited, was that which at this lime is 
recommended to our adoption. Confined almost exclu
sively 10 ihe tillage of the soil, they exchanged their raw 
productions for the manufactured articles of the mother 
country. This kind of barter, or •- mutual exchange." to 
which the colonics were forced by the colonial system of 
England, kept them poor to favour industry at home. This 
commerce, to which the jealous policy of Great Britain li
mited her colonial possessions in America, it was acknow
ledged both in and out of parliament, in the colonics and in 
England, and cannot now be denied, was intended solely 
to render them subservient to her interests, lo which iheirs 
were unhesitatingly sacrificed. Their progress on in wealth 
and power, was looked upon with a distrustful eye. In or
der to its retardation, to keep them poor 3nd dependent, 
they were forbidden to manufacture, and compelled to sup
ply iheir wants from England. Even the earl ofChath.nn, 
who is considered to have been the friend of America, as 
he was the advocate of her rights, was still so much an 
Englishman in this respect, he was unwilling that a single 
hob-nail should be manufactured in America. 

The cultivation of the soil to its greatest extern, excited 
no apprehensions that it would enable the colonics to be
come independent. England well knew, that in the mutual 
exchange of raw products for manufactured goods, all the 

0,2 
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advantage was on her side, <he loss on that of the colonies. 
She, therefore, restricted them to the cultivation of the 
soil, except permitting a few handicrafts of first necessity, 
and the fisheries to the N e w Engtand colonies, which 
raised no production she required. 

This system kept the colonies in a wretched condition. 
They were totally destitute of the precious metals, either to 
constituie or regulate a currency. Every hard dollar that 
found its way into them, was immediately exported to Eng
land in payment of debts. " Those thai are acquainted with 
America, know as I do," said capi. Luttrel in a debate in 
parliament," that from Rhode-Island, northwards, they 
have no money; that their trade is generally carried on by 
barter, from ihe most opulent merchant to the most neces
sitous husbandman. Sir, before your fleet and armies visited 
their coasts, you might almost as soon have raised the dead, 
as one hundred pounds in specie from any individual, in 
those provinces."* 

In order to procure some kind of currency to make those 
muiual exchanges, which the wants of civilized life render 
indispensable, and which cannot with convenience be effect
ed by barter, the colonists were forced into various expedi
ents. They altered the standard of money; they issued paper 
money of different kinds; they constituted it a legal tender. 
But all was ineffectual. While they had to hire workmen 
in England to perform their labour, they could not retain 
their gold and silver, which was sent to pay wages abroad. 
Altering the standard did not affect the value of gold and 
silver, which could not be restrained by an arbitrary limi
tation: end their paper money having no guarantee for iis 
safety, constantly depreciated. 

Such, it was known to our government, were the results 
that had been produced by a commerce, engaged in the 
exchange of the productions of the soil, for manufactured 
goods. They could not, therefore, anticipate, that a similar 
commerce would have other effects; and consequently, 
that by such a commerce, a metallic currency could be 
given 10 the people, or even a metallic basis acquired, for an 
adequate paper currency. There was then no other course 
left them to pursue, but to adopt the manufacturing policy 
of Europe. By supplying a portion of those wants with our 
own industry, for which the colonics had been cotnpel-
* Parliamentary Register. 
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led by the parent country to hire and pay for labour in Eng
land. »e would diminish the amount of our imports, with
out diminishing the amount of our exports. Because Log* 
land took from us no more of our productions, than she 
retilly wanted, and those she would take under any circum
stances, while the other nations to which we traded, were 
never influenced by other views, than the mere supply of 
their wants. Thus the balance of our trade with the West 
Indies, which had always been paid in specie, but immedi
ately remitted to England, would have been retained in cir
culation; while a portion of the balance with France and 
the Mediterranean, would also have found its way back to 
this country, instead of always being transferred to England. 
In tfiis manner, and in this manner only, in * slate of gene
ral peace in Europe, could a circulating medium have been 
procured, that could be kept pure, free from depreciation, 
and fluctuations. 

But the rapid occurrence of events wholly unexpected, 
unfolded new prospects, and enabled the United States to 
acquire with ease and rapidity, the wealth and power ne
cessary to give stability to their recently formed institutions. 
In the midst of the agitations of ihe French revolution, the 
crops lailcd in France and other parts of Europe. Ai once 
a market was opened to our agricultural production, stimu
lated to its greatest energy. The labour power of the coun
try, was instantly employed to the full extent of its capaci
ty. The war thai soon ensued, and involved almost every 
power in Europe, constituted us at once the carriers of an 
immense commerce. Our sails swelled on every ocean, 
and our flag streamed on every shore Every dollar of capi
tal wc possessed or could borrow, and every hand in the 
nation, before idle, found employment. A road was thus 
open to a rapid acquirement of wealth, and it was a natu
ral policy to pursue it. T h e capital and industry of the 
country, before stagnant and depressed, rushed into the 
new formed channel. Manufactures under these circum
stances were neglected and the project was dropped. All 
the benefits that were expected to arise from them, were to 
be obtained with certainty and expedition, by prosecuting 
our newly disclosed and widely extended commerce. 
Wealth rolled in apace, and the metallic capital alone in 
the space of ten or twelve years, was increased to twenty or 
twenty*five millions of dollars. But the whole of this pros
perity, depended on contingencies. A general peace in 
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Europe, would bring it to a close. As it was, we could not 
enjoy il undisturbed. T h e celerity of our progress awaken
ed the jealousy of a rival. It was sought to destroy, by new 
principles of national law, the advantages we derived from 
our neutral character. The difficulties that were thus gene
rated, terminated finally in war, which arose, let it be re
marked, not from a spirit of manufactures, but from a spi
rit of commerce. The expenses and sacrifices necessary 
to its prosecution, were in fact, a lax upon the country, in 
favour of commerce; yet it was cheerfully borne, by the 
agricultural and manufacturing interests. 

Out of this contest, the nation came with an accession 
of character; whilst the rapidity of circulation, the full 
employment of capital, and its retention in the country, 
caused individuals to feci but little comparative distress, 
notwithstanding its burthens. T h e attack directed against 
the physical strength of the country, only served to deve
lop its power and resources. The war now waging against 
its moral strength, has paralised its energies, and laid it 
prostrate in the dust. It is no exaggeration to assen, that 
the two last years of peace, have produced more commer
cial embarrassment and distress, a greater destruction of 
capital, and increase of individual misery, than was caused 
by the whole war. 

This apparent anomaly deserves to be examined. W c 
believe its solution will be attained in the following conside
rations. The general pacification of Europe, had preced
ed the treaty of Ghent, and most of the powers of the 
eastern hemisphere, had re-assumed their usual peace po
licy. The object of this policy is to foster their own ma
rine, agriculture and manufactures, to the exclusion of 
those of other nations. W e consequcnily had lost the 
commercial relations, thai had existed in a stale of Euro
pean warfare In fact, we reverted back to our old com
mercial position, prior to the French revolution, or when 
colonies. Had this circumstance been understood, it would 
have been foreseen, that the same effects would have grown 
out of the same causes now as formerly. T h e principles, 
views, and reasonings, adapted 10 the then situation of the 
country, it would have been perceived, were again applica
ble. Bui the habits and modes of thinking, which had been 
foimed during twenty years of a lucrative commerce; the 
complete mutations which had lakcn place in the com
mercial world, during that time, leaving few individuals 
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possessed of a practical knowledge of ihe effects of a gene
ral peace, on the interests ol ihe country, occasioned the 
revolution our commerce had undergone to be overlooked 
or disregarded. 

Most of those engaged in commerce, who 3lso, it will 
be recollected, preside over the monied institutions which 
regulate our currency, hatl little other experience of com
merce, than such as existed during the wars of the French 
revolution. They naturally supposed, that it would conti
nue to work the same effects, as during lhai period, except 
in smaller amount. T h e failure of iwo successive crops in 
Europe, in 1815 and 1816, which stayed for a lime the ope
ration ofihc new state of affairs, served to continue (his de
lusion. T h e lime, however, is not remote, when wc shall 
be awakened to the true situation of our commercial rela
tions with Europe, and its consequences. The evils, which 
now press on us, many vainly flatter themselves, are mere 
temporary effects, similar lo those which have before ari
sen from slight derangements ol commerce. W e are firmly 
persuaded, they are of a very different character, and of a 
more formidable nature. W c have no doubt, that ihey arc 
the same, as the evils under which this country suffered 
when colonics, and during the peace subsequent to the re
volution. T h e sooner we satisfy ourselves that such is the 
case, ihe earlier wc shall extricate ourselves from the em
barrassments, that must grow out of this position, in which 
we arc placed. W e propose to enter inio the examination 
of this subject in a future number, and trust wc shall exhi
bit by a comparison of the commerce of the colonies, and 
the effects it produced on them, extracted from authentic 
documents, with the present commerce of this country, 
and the effects now begun to be fell, that they are of similar 
character. W e fear, that from this view of the subject, 
though little flattering to our pride, it will be apparent, that 
after having expended the best blood of the nation, and mil
lions of treasure to shake off the yoke of colonization, wc 
have voluntarily adopted the colonial policy of England, 
and placed ourselves with respect to her, and in iruih to 
most of ihe world, in the s'uuaiion of colonies. From this 
slate of humiliating and injurious dependency, the United 
States arc bound to vindicate the sovereignty of a free peo
ple. For in vain will ihey make pretensions to a perfect 
independence, while they incur through the medium of 
their wanis, all the consequences of subjection. 
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NO. XIII. 

Philadelphia, July 5, 1819. 
V A R I O U S causes concur to produce ihe present un

happy state of affairs. It is our belief, however, that the 
main root, whence branch all the evils we suffer, is the ne
glect of furnishing full employment, to the productive la
bour of the country. 

National wrealib does not consist in land, people, or the 
precious metals, but in the possession of products or va
lues, created by labour. 

A country with an extended territory, and a scattered 
population, must be poor and feeble. Such is Spain at this 
moment, and such was this country when in the slale of 
colonies. 

There is a paper in the Spectator, No. 200, that contains 
some excellent reflections on this subject, which, as they 
cannot be belter expressed, w e shall extract in full. 

" If the same omnipotent Power, which made the world, 
should at this time raise out of the ocean and join to Great 
Britain, an equal extent of land, with equal buildings, corn, 
cattle, and other conveniences and necessaries of life, but 
no men, women nor children, I should hardly believe this 
would add either to the riches of the people, or revenue of 
the prince." And again— 

" That paradox, therefore, in old Hesiod, *-*<«- Ant* 
t*-7m, or half is more than the whole, is very applicable to 
ihe present case; since nothing is more true in political 
arithmetic, than that the same people with half a country, 
is more valuable than with the whole. I began to think 
ihere was nothing absurd in Sir W Petty, when he fancied 
if all the Highlands of Scotland and the whole kingdom of 
Ireland, were sunk in the ocean, so lhai the people were 
all saved and brought into ihe lowlands of Greal Britain; 
nay, though they were to be reimbursed iho value of their 
estates by the body of the people, yel both the sovereign 
and the subjects in general, »ould be enriched by the very 

The same sentiment is contained, and placed in a strik
ing point of view with relation to this country, in a peti
tion io parliament, in ihe year 1767 General Phineas Ly
man, it appears, contemplated the establishment of a set* 
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tlement on the Ohio, in the present stale of Illinois; and 
for this purpose applied to parliament for a tract of land. 
H e enforced the propriety ol the measure, by the argument, 
that there could be Utile danger of the colonies becoming 
independent, if confined to agricultural pursuits, and the in
habitants were diffused over ihe country. T h e position is 
perfectly correct, and is a very suitable and forcible reply 
to ihosc who are incessantly advising the same policy to 
these free and independent slates, instead of promoting ma
nufacturing industry on the seaboard, and ihe already 
thickly sealed pans of the country. This is purely an En
glish doctrine, and <>ne which ihe English government 
unquestionably warmly approves. 

" A period," the petition w e allude to observes, "will 
doubtless come, when North America "ill no longer ac
knowledge a dependence on any part ol Europe. But that 
period seems lo be so remote, as not to be at present an 
object of rational policy or human prevention [and] it will 
be made slill more remote, by opening new scenes of agri
culture, and widening the space, which the colonies must 
first completely occupy."* 

While it is thus demonstrated, thai territory thinly peo
pled confers neither riches nor power, wc have examples 
in Egypt, modern Greece, andolhcr j.rovinccs of the Turk
ish empire, and in Persia, that people deficient in industry, 
contribute as little to national wealth or strength; while 
Spain and Portugal are familiar instances, that Ihey are 
not necessarily concomitant with ihe possession of the pre
cious metals. 

W h e n we reflect on the distribution of labour in society, 
which is necessary to give value to production, we shall be 
more sensible of the truth and operation of ihe principles 
laid down. 

h has been judged from experience, and admitted by ihe 
best authorities- ihat the labour of twenty-five persons, will 
procure all the c o m m o n necessaries of life, as food, drink, 
apparel, housing, furniture, &c. for one hundred persons. 
This supposition lakes ihe above articles as coarse, though 
plentilul and good. O n e half, it is supposed, from being 
too old, or too young, sick or infirm, will produce nothing. 
There will then remain about iwenty-fivc individuals of 
every hundred, capable of working, who are necessarily idle 
* Macpherson'-i Annals of Commerce, 1767-
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or non-productive. Now, on the quantity and quality of the 
employment, with which these twenty-five individuals arc 
occupied, depend the wealth, power, intelligence, and de-
g e t of civilization of a nation. 

1 he objects which can alone occupy this class, which, 
for ihe sake of distinction, we shall call non-necessary pro
ducers, as there is sufficient of sustenance and rainment, Stc. 
for necessary wants, produced without them, must be, in 
pan. to give to those products greater refinement, and con
sequent value: lhai i>, to give to food a higher relish and 
hid e diversity; aud to apparel, furniture, &c. more of or
nament and beauty. These operations are the chief con
stituents of manufacturing industry, and absorb a consider
able part of the labour, which would otherwise be idle. T h e 
cultivation of letters, of the fine arts, of the physical and 
abstract sciences, the offices of state, and iis protection in 
the army or navy, in civilized society, give occupation to 
the remainder. 

W h e n that portion, which is employed in creating mate
rial products or values, finds full occupation, and is predo
minant, then national wealth is on the increase; circula
tion is kept full, brisk and steady; contentment .and case, 
comfort and happiness, are in the power of each individual 
to obtain; the government is invigorated, and its finances in 
a flourishing slate. This is the situation of a prosperous 
people, and to attain and preserve it, should be the constant 
aim of an enlightened government. 

T h e reverse of this state of productive industry, brings 
on a lamentable change in the affairs of a nation. In propor
tion as the employment of this class diminishes, national 
production or wealth declines; circulation becomes dull, 
languid and stagnant; embarrassments and difficulties sur
round traders; poverty and misery assail labourers; being 
idle, they become vicious; and, oppressed by pauperism, 
they become criminal. The materials for riots, and civil 
commotions; the ready instruments of designing dema
gogues, are formed and accumulated, to the hazard of all 
good citizens, and the safety of civil government-

It is not improbable, that it was thi-> state of things, which 
was one of the principal causes of the violences of the French 
resolution. T h e derangement of the finances; the immense 
and unequal exactions of the government, which fell chiefly 
on the industrious poor; the vacillation ol iis measuics, 
which overthrew all confidence; and the operation ol the 
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impolitic treaty of commerce <vith England of 1786, all 
tended to ruin the productive industry of France. Large 
fragments of its population were thus disjointed from their 
usual situation,and floated loose and unemployed, endanger
ing ihe existence of organized society, with ihe first agita
tions that should arise. 

The commencement of the revolution seems a demon
stration of ihe fact. A starving multitude surrounded the 
Hotel de Ville, vociferating for bread; and, whenever the 
king appeared in public, his ears were stunned with the 
same incessant clamour from the crowd, that thronged 
around his coach. 

The same principle, explains satisfactorily the cause of 
the extraordinary military energy of France, at that period. 
Her commerce ruined; her manufactures languid; her 
trades sinking from diminished consumption; her agricul
ture oppressed and declining; and Ihe total destruction of 
her finances, threw an immense mass of physical and labour 
power oul of employment. The army offered the only mode 
of occupation, by which it could be absorbed. Hence, more 
than a moiety of the non-necessary producers, whose labour 
had been appropriated on a thousand different objects, was 
suddenly devoted to arms. In the armies of the republic 
were found every rank and grade of society, and every 
variety of trade and profession. 

Europe, which had confederated against that devoted 
country, and anticipated an easy conquest, was surprized, 
alarmed, and confounded, at ihe spectacle presented by this 
nalion, which had seemed prostrated wilh calamity, send
ing forth at one time -• eleven distinct armies'" 10 the field, 
and her extended frontier bristling with bayonets. 

This principle was so well understood in England, before 
the establishment of manufacturing industry secured per
manent employment, that it became a maxim with her kings 
to engage in wars, whenever this portion of her population 
accumulating, became idle, restless, and discontented. 

"It was ihe dying injunction of the laie king, (Henry IV.) 
to his son, not to allow the English to remain long in peace, 
which was apt lo breed intestine commotions; but to em
ploy them in foreign expeditions, by which the prince 
might acquire honour; the nobilily, by sharing his dangers, 
* Stevens's Wars of the French Revolution, vol i. p. 266. 

K 
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might attach themselves to bis person; and all the restless 
spirits find occupation for their inquietude."* 

By this means employment was found for her superabun
dant labour, which had become oppressive and troublesome 
to the government, because it could not find any other oc
cupation. 

O n the disposition which is made by the government, of 
this class of non-necessary producers, depends the charac
ter of a nalion. If the greater portion be occupied in agri
cultural and manufacturing industry, the nation will be 
wealthy and prosperous, but not enlightened. This is the 
case with China and Hindustan. 

If engaged in arts, idlers, and sciences, it will be distin
guished for its writers, poets, philosophers, historians, ora
tors, statesmen, sculptors, and painters. Greece in iis ma
turity. H o m e in the Augustan age. and Italy at the time of 
the revival of letters, illustrate our doctrine. 

If arms be made their trade, the people become warlike, 
make extensive conquests, and arc renowned for heroes, 
commanders, 3nd warriors. This was ihe character of 
Greece in iis early history, of Maccdon, and of Home. Il 
is also the condition of most scmibarbarous states; like ihe 
Scylhian tribes, which destroyed the western empire; and 
the Arabs, who carried the crescent over more than half the 
world, and have thundered at ihe gates of most of ihe capi
tals of Europe. In ihe vigour of its feudal institutions, 
Europe presented the same aspect. .Arms and a rude 
agriculture constituted the chief employment of its inhabi
tants, who, poor and oppressed, were the dependant vassals 
of iheir lords. 

Unoccupied by trades or manufactures, they were ever 
ready 10 follow their chieftains to ihe field, reckless of the 
cause which summoned them to the work of destruction. 
Under the banners of the cross, were arrayed such multi
tudes, that Europe, remarks Anna Comnena, loosened from 
its foundations, and impelled by iis moving principle, 
seemed in one united body to precipitate itself on Asia.f 
T h e plains of Palestine and the borders of ihe Nile, for 
near two centuries, were deluged with the blood of millions 
of human beings, vainly shed in the fruitless battles of the 
cruudei. 
• Hume's History of England, vol. 2. chap. lis. p. o9. 

; Alexias, lib 10. 



Queen Elizabeth's Policy. 'Q-» 

When ihe exertions of a population of this character, 
are not directed on some one object, and combined by the 
control of an efficient government, or by some ruling moth c 
of religion or interest, society is in complete disorganiza
tion. Civil wars, ihe contests of petty chieftains, plunder
ing and robbing by armed bands, ranging over the country, 
are then the predominant features. T h e dominions of the 
Grand Seignior, Africa and many Asiatic slates, arc in
stances of this constitution of things; and iherc are strong 
indications of its commencement in Spain. 

This was ihe condition of feudal Europe. The crown pos
sessed little constraint over its great feudatories; each of 
which avenged his own wrong, with his sword; and most of 
them supported their petty dignity, and iheir retainers, 
by predatory incursions on the domains of their neighbours. 

From the disorders incident to, and ihe degradation con
sequent on feudalism, man was rescued by the establishment 
of manufactures. They drew him into towns and villages; 
and association sharpening his intellectual faculties, he be
gan to understand his rights. By his labour, wealth was 
created; and with his wealth, and by his combination, he 
acquired power lo enforce his rights, or the means lo pur
chase their enjoyment. 

Tracing the causes, whence have proceeded the abroga
tion of feudal institutions, and the emancipation oE society 
from the debasing and depraving influence of feudal obli
gations, it will be seen, thai ihcy have disappeared, like 
darkness yielding to the day dawn, before the genial and 
invigorating influence of manufacturing industry. 

T h e people of Italy, acquiring wealth and power, arts, 
letters and science, by iheir industry, first cast aside the 
shackles of feudal bondage. Flanders and ibe Netherlands, 
treading in their steps, next succeeded in the list of free 
states. A s manufactures progressed in England, the peo
ple gradually rose inioconsequenccand independence. Vet, 
from the many obstructions ihey met with, by the impolicy 
of the different kings, vassalage was not completely annul
led until 1574. In that year, Elizabeth, in order to raise mo
ney, directed a charter to her lord treasurer Burleigh, and 
Sir '• illiam Mildmay, chancellor of the exchequer, "to 
inquire into the lands, tenements, and oilier goods of all 
her bond-men and bond-women in the coumiesof Cornwall, 
Devon, Somerset, and Gloucester, viz: such as were by 
blood, (t. e. birth) in a slavish condition, by being born in 
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any of her manors; and to compound with all or any such 
bond-men or bond-women in these four counties, for iheir 
manumission or freedom; and for enjoying their said lands, 
tenements and goods as freemen."* Thus terminated feu
dalism in England, from ihe commonalty being enabled by 
the wealth acquired by manufacturing industry, to purchase 
their emancipation. 

In France, the progress of commerce and manufactures 
was slower than in England, and a consequent slower 
progress is observable in escaping from feudal oppression. 
Those, who had engaged in commerce and manufactures, 
were, however, the first who became exempt; and the 
agriculturist at ihe period of the revolution, which brought 
it to a close, alone was subject to its hardships. 

The peasaniry of nearly all ihe Germanic slates, of 
Hungary, and of Russia, arc at this time trammelled with its 
fetters. Bui the period of their liberation rapidly hastens 
on. The immense sums, disbuisedby the contending powers 
in the late contests, have diffused much property among the 
commonalty, and excited their industry. T h e continental 
system of Bonaparte, excited aspirit of manufacturing, which 
is siill maintained. T h e sovereigns in the last grand confe
deracy, against Napoleon, could not rely as formerly, solely 
on mercenary troops, but were thrown on ihe people for sup
port. A military spirit, and the sentiments it gives birth to, 
have thus been infused amongst their subjects, who have 
learnt the dangerous secret of their power and its extent. 
T h e consequences have been, that Bavaria and Baden, now 
enjoy the bcstconsiituied and freest governments in Europe, 
while almost all the people of the states of Germany, are 
perscveringly and anxiously demanding from their rulers, 
an acknowledgment and guarantee of their rights in writ
ten constitutions, and a participation, by their representa
tives, in ihe government. 

T h e more close and attentive the examination of this in
teresting subject, the more conclusively will be established 
the position, that ihe modern principles and practice of free 
governments; the amelioration and refinement of society; 
the advancement of civilization; and the cultivation ol the 
higher intellectual pursuits; have grown out of the diffusion 
and division of productive labour, and the multiplication of 
the objects of its exercise. 
• Anderson's Origin of Commerce 
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When the labour or producing power of a nalion, is not 
too much concentrated, in any one or two particular occu
pations, but is diffused in due and regular proportion, 
amongst those professions that constitute civilization, such 
a nation is, then, in its moat prosperous, happy, powerful, 
and intelligent condition. It will be equally lamed for its 
wealih, its power, its laws, its arms, its letters, its sciences, 
and iis arts. This constitutes the most improved slate of 
society, which it is the duty of government to establish and 
cherish. In different degrees, this is the case with dif
ferent nations of Europe. There arc various causes, into 
the detail of which, we have not leisure, and which would 
lead us loo far from our object to enter, thai cast over each 
of them, different complexions and tints, but which do not, 
however, destroy their similitude. 

W e shall barely confine ourselves to remark, that in 
England, her political policy, and her labour saving ma
chinery, produce modifications of the general result on her 
population, which al first view, seem to militate against 
our proposition. But a Utile inspection will dissipate the 
incongruity. 

T h e population of Great Britain is estimated at 17,000, 
OOO. I,et us allow three-fourths lo be productive of material 
values, which will make 12,750,000, as ihe physical labour 
population. But according to Mr. O w e n of Lanark, the 
machinery of Greal Britain creates a production equivalent 
to ihe labour of 180,000.000, individuals. T h e physical po
pulation, therefore, of Great Britain, is, to what m a y b e 
called her moral population, as 1 is to 14. Now, it is 
chiefly the labour population, and that generally which is 
devoted lo the coarsest and lowest labour, ihat is subject to 
pauperism. They arc made paupers, by whatever inter
feres with iheir industry, or competes with their labour. 
But as a moral or machinery labour power, is similar to, 
and equivalent in its production, to a physical labour power, 
the physical labour power of Great Britain, that is rendered 
paupers, ought in strictness, lo be compared not to its phy
sical productive power alone, but to its whole productive 
power; that is, not to twelve or seventeen millions, bui to 
192 or 197,000,000 Let us suppose Mr. Owen's calcula
tion to be erroneous, and Ictus strike off eighty millions, 
and take the productive power of machinery in England as 
equal to 100,000,000 of people, still, viewing it in the light 

it 2 
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we have presented, the discrepancy, that is often pointed 
out, disappears. 

The aristocratic provisions of the English constitution, 
and the operation of the vast funding system now establish
ed, also disturb ihat equable and regulardiffusion of labour, 
production, and the burthens for the support of govern
ment throughout the community, which is essential to the 
highest slate of political prosperity and happiness. 

Its order of nobility is supported in the magnificence and 
splendour of an illustrious rank by inordinate salaries, attach
ed to petty and mostly useless offices of state, and by enor
mous pensions and extravagant sinecures. These are taxes, 
levied on the industrious and productive members of so
ciety, to pamper Ihe luxury, and glut the pride of the idle 
and non-productive. 

T h e laws of primogeniturcship and of entailments, ab
stract and withhold from the general circulation, a large 
portion of the landed property, in favour of this privileged 
rank, to the manifest detriment and oppression of the in
dustrious class; and as Lord Coke observes, "what con
tentions and mischiefs have crept into the quiet of the law, 
by these fettered inheritances, daily experience teacheth." 

T h e limits of these essays, forbid us to develop through 
all their ramifications, the operation of circumstances pe
culiar to European society, and of the political policy of its 
government-, which counteract and frequently destroy the 
beneficial results of its principles of economical policy. The 
two are not necessarily connected. T h e one can be em
braced with ease, without adopting the other. W e have 
confined ourselves exclusively to the consideration of the 
political economy of England and other European powers, 
without reference to their politics. Whatever prosperity 
they arc found to possess, can be attributed solely to its 
operation. W e have, therefore, recommended it lo the 
imitation of this couniry. But w e have to lament, that 
some of those who have opposed our views, have refused 
to draw the distinction, and have seized on the vices of their 
politics, as objections to the principles of their economy. 

Applying the above principles to the United Stales, wc 
shall discover, thai during the prosperity which they en
joyed in the firsi twelve or fifteen years subsequent to the 
French revolution, the labour power of the couniry was 
fully exerted. T h e wars in Europe creating a constant 
market for iheir agricultural products; the carrying trade, 
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and the various branches of business connected with it, gave 
employment to the greater portion of their labour. Agri
culture and commerce were then the characteristic pur
suits of the nalion. Literature, science, and the arts, were 
but little cultivated; and few original works of importance, 
were produced. Those liberal professions, however, which 
are connected with the ordinary transactions of society, and 
are made the business of individuals, flourished with a vi
gour unsurpassed in any other country. Of this character 
are politics, medicine, and law. The improvements those 
sciences have undergone, and the ability of the inhabitants 
devoled to them, place the United States in a very favour
able light as respects the intellectual powers of its citizens, 
and excite auspicious hopes for the future. 

Turning our attention to the situation of the nation, at 
the present time, with reference to ihe principles laid down, 
it is obvious, that the sources, which formerly absorbed the 
supcrabounding labour power of our country, have ceased 
to exist, and consequently that a portion of the population 
which was occupied by ihcm, is daily thrown out of employ
ment. Hence wc notice the effects, wc have described, as 
characteristic of such a state of things. Consumption is 
less in amount, and consequently the value of almost every 
species of properly is on ihe decline; bankruptcies are nu
merous; credit nearly extinct; the circulation stagnant; 
labour fallen in price; workmen discharged by their em
ployers; and the number of the poor augmenting. 

A s this is the most unfavourable state in which a nalion 
can find itself placed, it is the duty of the statesmen, to 
whose hands is confided its direction, 10 inquire into the 
causes which have created those unfavourable circumstan
ces. If they find them lo be merely transient, temporary 
remedies adapted to alleviate present distress, or to enable 
the community to sustain the shock of passing events, 
should be sought for and applied. But if found to origi
nate in causes, which cannot be confidently anticipated to 
disappear of themselves, it is also iheir duty lo devise a new 
system of policy, adapted to the new situation of the nalion. 
If the class of industrious poor be found unemployed, and 
their production at a stand, the state should devise some 
mode to procure ihem employment, and give a fresh im
petus or a new direction to their production. If the con
sumption of the productions of ihe industrious poor, on 
which they depend to obtain the comforts and necessaries 
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of life, and to pay the taxes that are required for the sup
port of society, be diminishing, remedies should be speedily 
applied to counteract this injurious operation. The ne
glect of these important points in legislation, may over
whelm a large portion of society, hitherto happy, prosper
ous, and contented, wiih suffering and calamity; and a con
sequent feeling of discontent and inflammatory excitement 
be occasioned, which is greatly to be deprecated. 

W e apprehend the situation of our country is of the 
above character. Agriculture, commerce, the retailing of 
the fabrics of foreign countries, and the branches of busi
ness subordinate thereto, formerly gave full occupation to 
the greater part of our people; but the foreign markets, 
which were heretofore opened, being now closed to our 
agriculture; our commerce, much contracted; the capa
city of the people to consume diminished; those occupa
tions have become overstocked, and no longer give full or 
profitable employment to ihosc, who are engaged in them. 

In the present posture of affairs, there are no rational 
indications, which can lead us to expect, that those pursuits, 
while it continues, will irive full employment to our industry: 
and it surely cannot be urged, that this or any nation, should 
trust its prosperity to the possible occurrence of favourable 
accidents. Yet, while we continue to direct our industry 
chiefly to those employments, w e must depend un the 
contingent circumstances of a war, or deficient harvests in 
Europe, for its maintenance, and to procure adequate mar
kets for our productions, when carried to the extent of our 
productive power. In ihe meantime, the non-necessary class 
of producers, must constantly increase; iis capacity lo pursue 
the vocations, in which it was engaged, must lessen; its 
means of sustenance daily decline; and the whole retrograde 
from the higher species of labour to the lower. T h e inferior 
labourers thus pressed upon, while employment is de
creased, must be ihrusi into pauperism, and come on ihe 
public for support. 

If these revolutions take place quietly, from operating on 
a sluggish population, the only effect will be, to place society 
back in the position, it had previously occupied, before it had 
known its days of prosperity; or had acquired a taste for, 
with a knowledge of, ihe indulgences and refinements of 
advanced civilization, growing out of iis increased wealth 
and the cultivation of intellectual enjoyments, in the fine 
arts, letters, and science. But should ihis retrocession be 
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resisted, and a struggle once commence against this state 
of things, inevitable if left to themselves, it is utterly im
possible to calculate the course it might pursue, or the 
aspect it might assume. All the ills, that universal experi
ence has shown to be the concomitants of want of employ
ment, are incurred, and can only be avoided, by opening 
n e w means of occupation, as the old disappear. Every nation 
in Europe, that is esteemed wise, has directed its attention 
to manufactures, not only as the chief source of wealth and 
power, but as the most salutary m o d e of absorbing the ac
cumulating class of non-necessary producers. It now rests 
with us to imitate in this respect the examples,by adopting 
the experience of the most illustrious people of ancient and 
modern times; or, by determining to procure experience 
for ourselves, to run through a course of suffering and dis
tress. But, w h e n exhausted by the process w e have under
gone, w h o can answer for the recovery of our past state of 
prosperity; whether w c shall rise to that greatness, to which 
w e have been looking forward with pride and exultation; 
or sink inio ihe feebleness and debility that have always at
tended those nations, which have neglected the sound policy, 
of distributing employment of every kind, throughout their 
population. 

N E W SERIES. 

No. I. 

** Is commn.f of importance to national wealth' Our* is at the lovest 
point of declension. Is a violent mid an nam ddei ., ... in (he -...' • ,..:. 
• m mptom ol ii-ii mil distress? The price of improved land, in most parts 
of die country, is much lower than can be accounted for by the quantity 
of waste lands at market; mid Can only be folly explained in that waul of 
public and private confidence, which are so alarmingly prevalent among 
nil rank*, and uhicli have a direct tendency to depreciate property of 
"very kind. Is private credit the Iricndaml patron of industry? That most 
useful kind, which relates to borrowing and lending, is reduced within the 
narrowest limits, and this Mill more Iron) an opinion of insecurity thin from 
.t want of money. 
" This is the melancholy situation to vhich we have been brought by 

llic.se very councils" f of purchasing cheap goods abroa<t, and thereby des-
lioying the industry of our own cit-iensj **' "which, not tontcnt with 
having conducted us to (hi brink of a piccipicc, seem resolved to plunge 
t/S into the ahtftt that awaits ut below. Here, my countrymen, impelled 
he every motive that ought to influence an enlightened people, let t/j -rot* 
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,et a firm stand for our safety, our tranguillilr, our d/giuty, our reputation 
Let us at last break the fatal charm which has too long seduced us from 
the paths of felicity and prosperity." FlDtRALlsr, No. XV. 
Philadelphia, November 15, 1819. 

T H E reasoning, in our former addresses, in favour of af
fording adequate protection to that por.ion of the national 
industry engaged in manufactures, might have appeared in
tended solely for ihe benefit of the manufacturers, distinct 
from the rest of the community. This would be a great 
misapprehension of our views, which are directed to the 
promotion of the permanent prosperity of the nation, on a 
grand and liberal scale. So close and intimate, in fact, is the 
connexion between the different interests of the same 
country, that each must participate in the advancement or 
decay of any of the others. It is therefore as impossible for 
either agriculture, manufactures, or commerce, to suffer 
severely, without the others partaking ol the evil, as for one 
of the members of the human body to be maimed without 
the whole frame being affected. This theory, always advo
cated by the wisest political economists, has been com
pletely corroborated by the recent experience of the Uniied 
States, in which the decay of so large a portion of the 
manufacturing establishments has spread distress and em
barrassment over the whole country. 

In the present addresses, w e shall attempt to prove, by 
facts, founded on indisputable authority, quoted at full 
length, and by fair and logical deduction,-— 

I. That there is no prospect of a favourable change in the 
European markets for our staples. 

II. That the promotion of manufactures is in the most 
eminent degree beneficial to agriculture. And 

III. That the markets for our agricultural productions, 
throughout the world, being generally glutted, it would be 
unwise to divert to farming or planting any of the persons 
usually devoted to manufactures, even if they were all capa
ble of those employments. 

T h e three grand staples of our country are cotton, flour, 
and tobacco, which form nearly three fourths of the total of 
our exports, as may be seen from the subjoined table. Their 
great extent and high prices have enabled us to pay for the 
extravagant amount of our importations, and greatly enrich
ed our farmers and planters. W e cnjoyetl the blessing, and 
never anticipated a change. W c sailed gaily along, with 
wind and tide in our favour, and without a dark speck in 
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the horizon. N o louring storm w a s anticipated. But the sky 
at length b e c a m e overcast. T h e hurricane arose; and, in its 
course, not only prostrated s o m e of our most wealthy citi
zens, w h o had invested their entire fortunes in those staples, 
but greatly impaired and impoverished the resources of the 
nation. 

Total Don-ex* *• \pc-rtt. 
Flour 
Cult (HI 
Toturcu -

1815. 

Di.ll,. 
I5.974.CO0 
r,zm.oc-a 
17.119.00O 
&.;«i,oco il.'M.OO© 

1816. 

Dotti. 
64.7HI.000 
0.711.000 
24,106,1*00 
U.SOT.OOO Aifi2 7,000 

tsir. 

6S.JtJ,S« 

17,711.376 
31,A27,ftI4 
0.130.<» 43.000,010 

ISIS. 

n*iu. 
HJIHAtT 
11 ,176,9 *0 
3IJIS.H8 
9,167,419 i 1,7 78,617 

It is impossible for any man of enlarged and liberal views, 
to examine this table even superficially—to consider the 
immense reduction in the prices of those articles—and the 
limitation of the market (or them, without feeling dismay 
at the prospects that present themselves to our country, and 
an unahcrable conviction that if we wish to secure its pros
perity, happiness, resources, and real independence, a radi
cal change in our system is imperiously necessary. 

Cotton. ' 
T h e alarming depression in the prices of our great sta

ples, came on our farmers and planters unawares. There 
were, nevertheless, unet ring symptoms of the change, more 
particularly sn far as regards cotton. Intelligence had heen 
received in this country of large orders sent lo the East 
Indies for that article, and it was almost prophetically an
nounced, in 1817,* that the price of ours would necessarily 
be greatly reduced. 

A considerable lime previous to the close of the last ses
sion of Congress, the most explicit accounts had been re
ceived from England of the great progress making in the 
consumption of the East India cotton, and its alarming 
interference with that of the United States. Most of the 
circulars of the eminent merchants of Liverpool of that 
period, conveyed this view distinctly. Out of a number now 
in our possession, wc submit an extract from one written 
'Memoir on the culture and manufacture of colter, by Tench 
Coxc, |:av»im. 
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by John Richardson, of Liverpool, and dated the 11th of 
November, 1818. 
-• It was confidently expected by many, that prices would 

" have rallied before the close of the year; but the immense 
" quantity of East India cotton which is weekly forced on 
" the market by auction, renders this speculation extremely 
'• uncertain; particularly as by a recent discovery in the pre-
" paralion of Bengals and Surats, Ihe spinners are enabled 
"to make better y a m and spin finer numbers; this has very 
"materially interfered with the consump.ion of American 
"cotton, and wilt prevent it from ever reaching such prices 
" as it has of late years done." 

This letter arrived in Philadelphia in December. There 
was then ample time to profit by the important information 
it contained. But its salutary warnings, like those of 1817, 
were totally disregarded. The parties immediately inter
ested, and the country at large, reposed in a dangerous se
curity. There were no preparations made to parry the stroke, 
by the infallible means of providing a home market, a mea
sure dictated by every principle of regard for self-interest, 
as well as for the welfare of the nation. The duty of twenty-
seven and a half per cent, on cotton goods, (except on those 
at or below twenty-five, cents per square yard, which arc 
duiied as at twenty-five cents,) remained unaltered, not
withstanding the earnest and reiterated applications of the 
manufacturers—the ruin of hundreds of our best citizens— 
the suspension of establishments in which millions had 
been expended—and notwithstanding so large a portion of 
the m e n who had been employed in them, were driven to 
idleness and want, many of them with large families. A 
prohibition of low-priced muslins at that period, and an 
advance of duty on high-priced to 40 per cent, would have 
produced such a great increase of consumption in the 
United States, and of course such a reduction of the quan
tity in ihe British market, as to prevent any material de
pression in the price, and would have saved the planters 
and the nation millions of dollars, as will appear in the se
quel. 

Great Britain derives nine-tenths of her supplies of cot-
ion from the East Indies, South America, and the United 
States. Of each in order. 
East India Cotton. 

T h e importation of cotton from the East Indies into the 
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British dominions, to any considerable extent, is of recent 
date. The whole amount in twelve years, from 1802 to 1813 
inclusive, was only 188,911 bags," or an average of about 
15,700 per annum. 
There have been two objections to the general use of this 

species of cotton, the shortness uf the staple, and the great 
want of care in cleaning and packing it. The latter has been 
in a great degree obviated, so far as regards a large por
tion of what is received in England. But in some cases it 
still exists; hence the great difference of price between the 
extremes, which is frequently three or four pence per lb. 

The staple has likewise been considerablyimprovcd. W c 
have now before us printed circular letters which shed 
strong light on this subject, aud cannot fail to be duly ap
preciated by every enlightened planter. One is from the 
house of Humberslon, Graham, St Co. of Liverpool, and 
dated as early as June 28, 1817. " Willi the chief part of 
** the Uplands now brought forward, East India cotton be-
"gins materially to interfere: and if the quality of the crop 
" yet to be received should not improve, this will occur, to 
" a more considerable extent; for in the late imports of 
"• Bengal cotton, there ie a decided improvement in staple; 
'•and, by reference to the annexed list of sales, it is cvi-
" dent they arc coming into more general use" 

There is likewise an item in the London price current 
for August 31, 1819, which confirms the picceding state
ment. Surat cotton is therein quoted at 7d. to 9i//.: but 
Sural extra fine is 9d. to H\d. This implies a great im
provement, either in the quality of the seed, or the mode 
of preparation, or both: and when the strong incentive to 
further improvement is considered, it may be presumed 
that every effort will be made, and no doubt successfully, to 
remove any existing objections. It is to be observed, that in 
no other price current that wc have seen is this item of 
Surat extra fine cotton to be found* 
One other remark is called for. The best Sural cotton in 

the Liverpool market generally comes very near in price 
to the Tennessee. 

January 2, 1819. 
Surat, fair to good 

Tennessee 

9. 
d. d. 
11 10 1 4 > 
14} to 15j 

Seybert, 9: 
s 

June 2, 1819. 
d. d. 
9 to 10'-
102- to ll| 
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The improvements made in the culture and preparation 
of the East India cotton, have been greatly promoted by 
the very high prices of ours and those of the Brazils, 
Bourbon, Sec. It is only wonderful, that ihey did not take 
place much earlier. 

W e annex a table of the importation of East India cot
ton into Great Britain, for two successive periods, each of 
four years. 

Bier-.. Bag*. 
Imported in 1811 14.646 Imported in 1815 23.357 

1812 2,607 1816 30,670 
1813 1,429 1817 117.454 
1814. 13,048 1818 247,604 

31,730 419,085-
Tbtl tabic- affords mailer for serious reflection, not 

merely to the cotton planters, but to ihe people and go
vernment of this country. It speaks volumes on the rapid 
strides making in the British markets by the East India 
cotton. The Increase is probably without example. It was 
nearly four-fold in 1817—and more than two-fold in 1818. 
The capacity of the East Indies to produce this article is 
without limitB. By a Calcutta paper of Jan. 20, 1819, it 
appears that 

B>R«. 
The export of cotton from Calcutta in Ihe year 1818 was 336,848 

from Bombay . - - 323,807 
660,655 
tqual lo about 190,000,000 lbs. 

It is supposed by many of our citizens, that there is a 
radical and insuperable inferiority In the East India cotton. 
This In an egregious error. T h e finest muslins in the 
world are manufactured in Hindostan, of the cotion of that 
country. It therefore follows, that the great superiority as
sumed for ours cannot be regarded as any security against 
the East India competition. W e are informed by a writer 
of bl&h nuihority, that " a fine sort of cotton is still grown 
•* In the eastern districts of Bengal, fit for the most delicate 
^manufactures,"^ 
• Sevbert, ibid, and Journal of Trade and Commerce, vol. u. 
pige 113. 
t Coil-brook's Remarks on llic husbandry and internal commerce 

|.|'IU*nj*al, p.ffcUB. 
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" A perennial species, which produces cotton of uncommon 
" beauty and excellence, has been already introduced from the 
" Island of Bourbon."* 

The immense extent of the cotton district, and the cheap
ness of labour, in the East Indies, render thai country a 
mosi formidable rival to the United States. In the event of 
a great extension of the culture of this "fine cotton, fit for 
the most delicate manufactures," it will probably exclude 
us from the European market almost altogether: and un
less greater protection than three cents per lb. be afforded 
to our planters, it may very materially and injuriously af
fect the consumption of iheir colton in our own markets. 
" T h e price of their daily labour, when paid in money, 
" m a y be justly estimated at little more than one ana sica, 
"but(V** than two.fienee sterling. In cities and large towns, 
"the hire of a day labourer is, indeed, greater; because 
" provisions are there dearer, and the separation of a man 
"from his family renders larger earnings necessary to 
" their support. But even in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, 
" men may be hired for field labour, at the rate of two 
" rupiyas and a half per mensem, which is equivalent to 
"two pence halfpenny per diem. Compare this with the 
"price of labour in the West Indies, or compare with it 
"the still cheaper hire of labour by a payment in kind, a 
" mode which is customary throughout Bengal. The allow-
" ance of grain usually made to strong labourers, cannoi 
"be valued at more than one ana, and docs in reality cost 
" the husbandman much less. The average would scarcely 
"exceed i penny haff-penr̂ y. In short, viewed in every way, 
" labour is six limes, perhaps ten times, dearer in the West 
" Indies than in Bengal."f 

" T h e prime cost [of cotton] reduced to English money-
" is less than two-pence per pound avoirdupois."! 

In seasons of difficulty we eagerly catch at any hope, 
however slender. Hence many of our citizens shut their 
eyes to the real state of the case. They flatter them
selves that the East India coiton has proved so far inferior 
to ours, that the competition is nearly at an end. This 
fond hope is fostered by various letters from England, and 
paragraphs from English papers, stating that overland dis
patches had been forwarded, countermanding the orders 
previously given for shipments of India cotton, on account 
• Idem, p. 143. f Idem, p. 131. t Idem, p. 142 
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of its extreme worthlcssness. To this is added another ar
ticle of information, that orders had been received from 
Itussia for cotton yarn, expressly stipulating, that proof 
shall be made on oath that it is not spun of East India 
cotton. 

W e r e the inference drawn from this intelligence correct, 
it might afford some consolation to our planters, as afford
ing a distant prospect of retaining their ascendency in the 
British markets. But if unfounded, it may lead to perni
cious errors.We shall therefore fully investigate ihe subject. 

The importation of cotton from ibe East Indies has not 
diminished. For the first seven months of 1818, it was only 

bags, 130,000 
Whereas for the same period in 1819, it was 141,900' 

W c do not, however, lay much emphasis on this fact. 
The countermand, it may be said, could not have taken ef
fect. This we admit. But the price affords an infallible cri
terion. Had East India cotton proved so very indifferent as 
is slated, the price must have fallen in an equal ratio. Let 
us examine the fact. It is of great importance, and tends 
to ascertain the future prospects of this country in regard 
to its greatest staple. 

W c annex the prices of N e w Orleans, Georgia, Surat, 
and Bengal cotton, in Liverpool, on the 28th of November, 
1818, previous—and on the 12th of May, 1819, subsequent 
— t o the ruinous reduction of price, and likewise on the 
30th of September, 1819. 

.*«-•. 28,1818. May 13, 1819. 
rf. ./. d. di d el 

N e w Orleans, 18to23") (20J 11 tol4n (1-4 
Georgia Bowed, I7to20 i &J 18J 11 tol3 i || 12 
Surat, l O t o M m i S 7 tolOjftl 8£ 
Bengal, 7 » l 3 j " [ 9 J 5j to 8 J ' L 6} 

September 3U..1819. 
N e w Orleans, 13 to 16 "I (14J 
Georgia Bowed", 12£tol4 I |J ISA 
Sural, *8 tol2J|s1 \0\ 

Bengal, 7) to 9 J I 8J 
fienerat Average. 
Aim 2B, 1818. May 12,1819. Sift, 30,1819. 

N e w Orleans and Georgia, I9J 12£ 13J 
Surat and Bengal, lOj 7-J8' 9J 

From these comparisons, the following results arise:— 
• Hithbnne, Hodgson k Co'* Price Current, August 31, 1819 
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I. On the 28th of November, 1818, East India cotton 
was eight pence three farthings lower than ours; whereas, 
on the 30th of September, 1819, the difference was only 
four-pence half-penny. 

II. The reduction on the 12th of May on our cotton was 
about 34 per cent., and on the East India only 29. And 

III. (By far the most important.) East India cotton rose, 
from the 12th of May to the 30th of September, 19 per 
cent.; whereas ours rose only six per cent. 

These are most serious facts, taken in connection with the 
extraordinary importations of the East India cotton during 
the last and present years; which might have been expect-
ed to depress that species extremely. It must appear clear. 
that it is rapidly gaining on ours, and bids fair, as we have 
slated, to overtake and supersede it in that market. 
South American Cotton. 

Our cotton planters are not menaced with danger from 
the East Indies alone. South America presents equal cause 
of uneasiness. The importations from that quarter and 
Portugal, during the year 1818, into Great Britain, were 
180,077 bags. W c annex a statement of the several 
amounts:— 

Bags. 
Demcrara, Berbice and Surinam, . . 24,892 
l'ernambuco, 45,584 
Rio 11,121 
Bihia, . . . . . . 38,854 
Maraiilum 37,687 
Oilier ->artŝ f ihe Portuguese ilmniiiions, . 21,939 

Total imports in 1818, 180,077 
Let it be observed, moreover* that the increase of the 

Brazil and Portugal cotton has been, during thai year, nearly 
60 per cent.; as the amoujit in 1817 ̂ as only 114,816 bags. 

The South Ametican cotton-inconsiderably superior in 
quality to that of the United States, with the exception of 
ihe Sea Island. This is manifest, from ihe following extracts 
from the Liverpool Price Current, of the 16th July, 1819. 

per 16. per lb. 
d. d. d. d. 

Georgia bowed, llo!3 Demerara and Berbice, 13 a 17-| 
New Orleans, llalS Surinam, 16 a 17' 
Tennessee, 10a 11 Pernambuco, 16jal8j 

Maunham, 15 a 16 
Bahia, 152a 17 
s2 
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United States Cotton. 
From 1802 to 1807 inclusively, and also in 1811, 1815, 

1616, and 181", of the cotton imported into Great Britain, 
the United States furnished about forty per cent. T h e re
lative proportion was reduced, in 1818, to thirty per cent. 
inconsequence of the great increase of the cotton of the 
Brazils and the East Indies, particularly of the latter. 

Having stated the increase in the importation into Great 
Britain of East India and Brazil cotton; in order to enable 
you, fellow citizens, to form a correct comparison, w e sub
join a statement of the imports from the United States, for 
two periods; each of four years. T o render the comparison 
more accurate, wc have chosen periods remote from each 
other, and omitted years of non-intercourse, embargo, and 
war. 

Import of United States Cotton into Great Britain. 
Bags. Bags. 

1804 - - 104,103 1815 - - - 103,037 
1805 - - - 124,279 1816 - - 166,077 
1806 - - - 124,939 1817 - - 198,917 
1807 - - - 171,267 1818 - - - 205,881 524,588 673,912* 

It appears therefore, that the importation of our cotton 
has increased only about 26 per cent, in eleven years; where
as, the East India and Brazil, as we have seen, increased, 
the former 110, and the latter 60 per cent, in one year! 

W e are apprehensive that the fatal effects of the fluctua
tion of the markets for our staples on the fortunes and happi
ness of our citizens, and ihe prosperity and resources of the 
nation, arc not duly considered. The subject demands the 
most serious reflection. 

O n the 18th of January, 1819, the average price of Loui
siana, Tennessee, and Georgia cotton* in the Philadelphia 
market, was 33 cents per pound,t which had been about 
the rate for months before. N o man then calculated on 
any material rcduciion. Hundreds of thousands of pounds 
had been, about that period, bought and sold at that price. 
Within a week, intelligence arrived of the depression in the 
Liverpool market, which unfortunately regulates ours as 
certainly as the heat and cold of the atmosphere regulate 
• Seybert, p. 92. t Grotjan's Price Current-
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the rise and decline of the mercury in the barometer. On 
that day sc'ennight, that is, on the 25th, coiton sunk here 
to an average of 26j cents.* A similar reduction took place 
in every part of the United States. 

T h e amount of cotton then belonging to citizens of the 
United States, was probably about 100,000,000 pounds; 
partly in Europe, on consignment; partly on sea; and the 
residue in this country. 

T h e quantity then on the hands of the merchants, pur
chased at 33 cents, we will assume to have been 20,000,000 
pounds, f 

Under this distribution of the article, there obviously 
arose to the planters a solid reduction of their supposed in
come, on which iheir expenses had been predicated, of 6J 
cents per lb. on 80,000,000 pounds, or 5,200.000 dollars'; 
and io the merchants a positive lo*,s of 6£ cents per lb, on 
20,000,000 pounds, equal to 1,300,000 dollars. 

During the succeeding months, the price fell gradually, 
till the 14th of June, when it arrived at its ultimate point of 
depression. Louisiana coiton was then at 17 cents, and 
• Grolj-tn's Price Current. 

t It must be obvious that in this estimate wc do not pretend to 
critical exactness, which the nature of Ihe case forbids. But there 
are data to satisfy the reader that there are no material errors. The 
importation of cotton from the United States into Liverpool alone, 
from the 1st of January to the 2?lh uf March, 1819, was 47,1-10 bags, 
or 14,142,000 pounds,! most of which must have been purchased 
and shipped previous to the depression in our markets. And, as the 
fall in the English markets Commenced in November, and continued 
throughout llic month of December; it follows, thai all the collon 
that arrived in those months, though purchased at the high, 
must have been sold at the reduced rates. It cannot therefore admit 
a doubt, that there were at least 20,000,000 of pounds the property 
of our merchants, at the time when the article first sunk in price-

It oow remains to establish the fact, tkat the whole quantity on 
hand* belonging to citizens of the United States, on which the re* 
duction of price took place, was at least 100,000,000 nf pounds, as 
we have a*>.«umed. The average crop of this country is about 110 or 
120,000,000 of pounds. Tbe export alone, in 1818, independent of 
the home consumption, was about 92,000,000 of pounds} As tbe 
reduction took place in England before there was any considerable 
quantity of the last year's crop sold, and when ilicre was a quantity 
of the former crop on hands, il is clear that wc have made a very 
low estimate. 
I Cropper, Benson, and Co.'s Circular, 4th Month 1st, 1819. 
$ Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Georgia and Tennessee at 16, being an average of 16J, or 
a further reduction of 10 cents per pound, since the 25th of 
January, or I6J- cents since the 18th of that month, equal 
to 50 per cent, from the latter date. W e will trace the ef
fects of this second reduction. 

Suppose that 50,000,000 pounds of the cotton remained, 
one half in the hands of the planters, and the other in those 
of the merchants; an additional positive loss resulted to the 
latter, of 2,500,000 dollars, and as positive a diminution of 
profit to the former, of an equal sum—2,500,000. W e no,w 
submit a view of the whole:— 
First reduction of profit to the planters, S 5,200,000 
Second 2,500,000 • 7,7O0,O0T 
First actual loss to the merchants, 1,300,000 
Second, . . . ,. 2,500,000 

. 3,800.000 

Total loss, S H.500,000 
T h e resources of the nation, and its capacity to discharge 

its engagements to Europe, were diminished to exactly the 
same amount. 

From these losses, however, is to be deducted the sub
sequent small advance in the price of such portion of the 
crop as remained on hands after that advance took place. 

W e have stated the effects of the reduction of price on 
the great body of the planters and on the nation. W c will 
now present it in the case of a single planter, who raises 
20,000 pounds of cotton annually, al an expense of ten cents 
per pound." W e assume the price at Savannah, in January, 
at 30 cents, and in June at 15, which was about the actual 
state of the market. 

Old prices. 
20,000 lbs. of cotton, at 30 cents, - - - $6,000 
Deduct expenses, 20,000 lbs.al 10 cents, - 2,000 Net profit, 4,000 

Prices in June. __^__ 
20,000 lbs. of cotton, at 15 cents, - C.000 
Deduct expenses, 2,000 
Net profit, 1,000 

* The expense of raising coiton is \-ariously stated, at 8,10, and 
12 cents per pound. W e ht-ve assumed ten cents, as a medium; but,, 
should that assumption be somewhat incorrect, it cannot materially" 
affect the question. 

file:///-ariously
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It thus appears that the planter's profits arc diminished 
no less than 75 per cent, by a dependence or foreign mar
kets! However, it may be said, that by the policy wc pursue, 
of " buying abroad what we can purchase cheaper than at 
" h o m e " he probably saves from two to three hundrd dollars 
per annum in the clothing of himself and his slaves, which 
may be set off to reduce the loss of the three thousand dol
lars thus sacrificed! But there is another item in the ac
count which deserves attention, and in which humanity, 
justice, and sound policy, loudly protest, with a voice of 
thunder, against the admission of any off-set. This item is 
the calamity, the suffering, of thousands and tens of thou
sands of men, women, and children, w h o m a fatal policy 
dooms u> idleness, to distress, to want, and too often to vice 
and guilt, the general companions of idleness! In the eye 
of an enlightened statesman, worthy of the high trust of 
ruling the destiny of nations, this item very far outweighs 
the consideration of the planter's profits, hdwever impor
tant the subject may be iu that point ol light. 

This is a striking commentary on political economy, and 
isof immense value in forming an accurate estimate of the 
course this nation ought to pursue. It sheds a blaze of light 
on the never-enough-io-bc-lamcntcd destruction of so large 
a portion of the cotton establishments, which, had ihey been 
protected, would have saved the planters from this catas
trophe. A planter, whose expenses arc predicated on an 
income of four thousand dollars per annum, which he sup
poses beyond the power of fortune, suddenly awakes out of 
his golden dreams, and finds his revenue reduced to one 
thousand, the obvious and predicted result of the short
sighted policy of " buying cheap bargains abroad;" of send
ing the raw material three thousand miles, and receiving 
it back encumbered with all ihe expenses of two voyages, 
amounting to six thousand miles, and at an advance of from 
four hundred to two thousand percent.; of fostering, che
rishing, and nourishing manufacturers in Hindostan, Great 
Britain, and elsewhere, and dooming our own to idleness. 
Never did impolicy pay a heavier forfeit. Would to heaven 
our couniry may lake warning by the ruinous consequen
ces! 

W h o can regard this state of things, without heaving a 
sigh over a mistaken system, which inflicts distress on so 
large and so valuable a portion of our citizens? W h o , that 
has a spark of regard for the honour or happiness of his 
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coon try, or any stake in its welfare, but must shudder at 
the idea of a great nation, like this, depending for its pros
perity and resources on the precarious tenure of the prices 
in foreign markets, at a distance nf three thousand miles? 
H o w many bankruptcies this catastrophe must have pro
duced! what misery and desolation must it have spread 
abroad! how many families, with towering prospects, must 
it have humbled in the dust! what a diminution must it have 
created in our means of paying for those expensive and 
pernicious luxuries on which we blindly lavish our trea
sures! 

And why, fellow-citizens, have wc inflicted on ourselves 
this calamitous result? In order to purchase cambrics, and 
muslins, and gauzes, and mull mulls, and hoglcpores, and 
a hundred other articles with cramp names, a few cents 
per yard cheaper than our fellow-citizens could manufac
ture them! And hence wc spread distress over the land-
exhaust the treasures, enfeeble the strength, and destroy 
the resources, of our country—sweep away ihree-fourthsof 
the revenues of our planters—devote our merchants and our 
manufacturers to bankruptcy—and the labouring class of 
our citizens to idleness and its ruinous consequences! Is 
this the nineteenth century, which prides itself on its illu
mination? Is this the brotherly love we bear to those who 
are embarked in the same cause with u s — w h o have every 
possible claim on our protection and kindness, and many of 
w h o m risked their lives, shed their blood, and spent their 
fortunes, to secure national independence, much of whose 
value depends on protection in the acquisition of property, 
of which they are bereft by a ruinous policy, discarded by-
all the nations of Christendom, except Spain, Portugal, and 
the United States? 

W e have hazarded a broad, unqualified assertion, that a 
due degree of encouragement to the cotton manufacture, 
would have secured a domestic market for so large a por
tion of the raw material, as to preserve what was exported 
from any material reduction of price abroad. As this is a 
cardinal point in the present question, we shall endeavour 
to establish our position so as to remove the doubts of the 
most sceptical. 

In the year 1805, the whole of the cotton used in manu-
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factures, in the United Stales, was 1000 bags; in 1810, 
10,000; and in 1815, 90,000." O f course it follows, that 
the manufacture was not introduced to any considerable ex
tent till after the year 1810. In the Marshals' returns of 
thai year, the whole amount of the cotton, woollen, flax, 
h e m p and silk manufactures, is stated at 41,000,000 of 
dollars.t The cotton may be estimated at about 5 or 6 
millions. In the short space of five years, that is, in the 
year 1815, the consumption rose, as wc have stated, to 
90,000 bags, or 27,000,000 of pounds, nearly one-fourth of 
the whole produce of the United States in the most favoura
ble year—and, let it be distinctly observed, that it was about 
one-third of the amount imported into Great Britain in any 
year, from 1802 to 1815, except three. 
Total Importation of Cotton into Great Britain. 

Bags. 
Brought over, 2,167,436 1802 -

1803 -
1804 -
1805 -
1806 . 
1807 -
1808 -
1809 -

Bags. 
- 281,383 
• 238,898 
- 241,610 
- 252,620 
- 261,738 
- 282.667 

168,138 
- 440,382 

1810 -
1811 -
1812 
1813 
1814 -
1815 -

. 561,173 
- 326,141 
. 361,205 

249,526 
287.630 

- 270,K:> 

4,123,30Qt 

2,167,436 Average, 294.521 
Thus it appears that the average importation of Great 

Britain for fourteen consecutive years was 294.000 bags, of 
which a very considerable portion must have been cxporied. 
W e have no data to ascertain the quantity. Hut by a docu
ment now before us, it appears, that the exportation in 1818, 
was nearly 60,000 bags. If, therefore, w e suppose that there 
was only half that quantity exported in each of those years, 
it follows, that the manufacturers of the United States con
sumed in 1815, mar? than one-third of the cotton used in 
Great Britain in that year, or the average quantity for four
teen years! 

Thisfaci, striking in itself, acquires great additional force 
from various considerations connected wiih it, some of 
which w e shall detail. 
•Report of the Committee of Commerce ami Manufactures. 
Weekly Register, Vol. IX. p. 448. 
t Tenth Core's Report, ii. 37. 
t Scybcrt, 9->. 
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The manufacture in Great Britain was unremittingly 
fostered and protected by the government, by absolute pro
hibitions of calicoes; by prohibitory duties of 85 per cent. 
on cottons generally, which completely secured the home 
market; by drawbacks; and by every mode that ingenuity 
and sound policy could devise. It had likewise every advan
tage thai could be afforded by most excellent machinery, 
long experience, enormous capitals, and by access to the 
markets of neatly the whole world. 
. W h a t a contrast! Not much less than between a stripling 
half grown, and a sinewy Hercules possessed of all the 
energies of manhood. W e were comparatively unskilful. 
Our machinery was to be created. The establishments were 
mostly commenced by persons brought up to pursuits 
wholly dissimilar, and generally with slender capitals. T h e 
manufactories were conducted often by very ignorant, and 
almost always by inexperienced artists. T h e duties on the 
rival articles, until the commencement of the war, were only 
15 per cent. Yet under all these numerous and weighty dis
advantages, the manufacture rose to such maturity in four 
or five years, as to supply the nation with all the cotton 
goods lhat il consumed during the war, except about four 
or five millions of prize and smuggled goods annually. T o 
this degree of perfection il arose, without bounty, premium, 
drawback, or any assistance from government, except the 
double duties imposed for the sole and avowed purpose of 
meciitig the exigencies of the treasury, and merely through 
the exclusion of foreign rivalship, by a war of two years 
and a half duration. 

T h e amount of cotton goods manufactured in the United 
States in 181 s, was 24,300,000 dollars.* 
_ T o this plain statement, wc invite the calm and dispas
sionate attention of our fellow citizens. There can be no 
fairer mode of argument, than to infer what may be done, 
from what has been actually accomplished. And therefore 
we ask, whether, after such a progress made, under those 
discouraging circumstances, there can be a doubt, lhat 
wiih suitable encouragement the consumption would have 
kept pace with the production? that is 10 say, in order to 
simplify ihe question, whether, having increased the con-
sumption in |0 years, ninety fold, viz from 1000 bags, or 
300,000 lbs. to 90,000 bags, or 27,000,000 lbs. we should 
Report or the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures. 
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not be able in three or four years more to increase it from 
27,000,000 to 100,000,000 lbs? 

'( he rise in the price of our coltons in the British market, 
as slated from the price current of September 30, may lead 
our planrers and merchants to hope that ihey will regain 
the ground they have lost, and thus lead to extensive specu
lations '1 his would probably prove a fatal error lo hundreds 
of those who might be led astray by it, and exhibit another 
decisive proof of ihe insanity of a nation depending on con
tingent and fluctuating foreign market*, when it can create 
and secure an unfailing domestic one, subject to but slight 
variations. 
The vital importance of the topic we here discuss, will 

justify us in submitting lo our fellow c'uizens, a few strong 
extract*! from the circulars of some of the most eminent 
Liverpool merchants, which bear decisive testimony to ihe 
correctness of'he views we have given of this subject: " T h e 
" most rental kablc increase of imports, has been in h.ist 
" India colion: and the slock of this description is consi-
•'derably heavier than it was. But the consumption of it te 
"increasing very rapidly; being now very probably not test 
" than 1000 bales per week mure than it was last year." 
Vales, Brothers, c3* Co. Liverpool, July I, 1818 
-* Of Tenncssccs we have a less favourable opinion. They 

*- art more on a level VJtth good Bengal*, and niddting Su-
« rats; and are likely to accompany them in ai.y decline. 
" East India coiton. except SttratS of a quality that is con-
'- vcnible to the same purposes uh ordinary Boweds and 
•• Orleans, must decline; as the very heavj imports are not 
-' likely to be checked till the crop of !817, and perhaps 
" not till that of 18 18. is shipped. Surats still leave a profit; 
" tliouj-.li Bengals lose considerably. But Bengals will pro-
" bably decline in India, so as to meet the dei line here, and 
"still continue to be grown and shipped" Yates, Brothers, 
V Co. Nov. 10, 1818. 
" The use both ol Bengal and Surat is become very con

siderable; and while there continues so great a relative 
" difference in price between them and the descriptions 
" with which they come more immediately in competition, 
" there seems good reason to apprehend that their use will 
" continue to tt tend." Cropper, Benson, IS Co Liverpool, 
1 l//i Month 30th, 1818. 
" Our present heavy stock of East India cotton, which 

" will continue to increase for some lime yet, and the fact 
T 

http://tliouj-.li
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" that it is getting more into use by the spinners altering 
" their machine y for using it, on account of the very low 
" prices, will prevent any considerable advance on Ameri-
" can cotton for the greater part of ihe next year." John Ri
chardson, Liverpool, December 2Bth, 1818. 

" T h e demand there now is for good Surat coiton, will 
" very seriously interfere with American cotton, particu-
" larly uplands of an inferior quality, and will have the ef-
" feci of depressing them in price." John Richardson, Jan. 
1, 1819. 
" From a review of the imports and slock at the end of 

"each year, ii appear-* that there has been an increase in 
" 18)8 in the consumption of India of 26,000 bags; of Brazil 
" also some increase; but a decrease of American of about 
" 12,00' ." Yates, Brothers iff Co. Liverpool, Jan 2, 18 19. 

" Upland cotton, the leading article of import from the 
,l United States, is likely to be much interfered with by 
"East India coiton, to the spinning of which many of our 
" mitts are adapting their machinery, and many new ones are 
" building, solely tatculated to consume it. There seem to be 
" no limits to the quantity that can be produced in that 
*• country, and which is materially ;iided by ihe low price 
" of labour During the first tix months of the last year, they 
"exported I00,<>00 bates more than they did the preceding 
" twelve months! Its extreme low price will force it into con-
" sumption, to the exclusion of other descriptions." W. iff 
James Brown Iff Co. Liverpool, Jan, 14, 1819. 

T h e following information is not only the most recent, 
but by far the most important. " The demand for cotton 
"during the whole of this mouth has been excessively 
-- limited; and the sales of all kinds do not exceed 18 000 
" bans, at a reduction, in that period, upon upland of Id. and 
" N e w Orleans of \d. per lb. W c quote Sea Island, ordinary 
"to middling 26c/. to 29d.; fair to good 30rf. to 34rf; and 
" fine 36tf. to 38t/. per lb. T h e small stock in this market 
" is held by very few persons; and these prices are rcqui-
'• red, although at the present moment no sales could he ef-
"fected at these rates; and some of the holders evince an 
"anxiety to sell. The importers of Alabama cotton have 
"endeavoured to establish a distinction between this de-
*•• scription and Tennessee, in favour of the former: but 
" both kind* are in the highest disrepute, and cannot br va-
"tuedat more than Md. to \2\d. per lb. East India cotton 
" is not quoted tower. But wc think the latest sales, both of 
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" Surat and Bengal, have been on a decline of {d. per lb. 
" T h e highest quutation is only for the best Toomcl T h e 
"present value of Brazil cotton is, of Pernambuco, 18a*. 
"to 19'/.; Bahia I 6Ja". to 18./.; and Maranhan. 16Jrf. to 17rf. 
"per lb. 7'hr accounts of the trade in Manchester are very 
" unfavourable; and the absence of demand, either for twitt 
"or goods, is severely felt. Il is noi, however, generally 
"supposed that the spinners will, in any case, materially 
"diminish their works for several months; when, if sus-
" pension of shipments lo the United States should still 
" continue, it will be impossible for ihcm to proceed on 
"this very extensive scale." Rathbonc, Hodgson iff Co. 
lJverp>,ol, Sept. 30, 1819. 

T o the sober reflection of the cotton planters we submit 
these important facts. They cannot be too deeply or seri
ously weighed. Their dearest interests arc vitally involved 
in them. Abstracted from all considerations of the general 
prosperity of their country, which has fallen a sacrifice to 
the policy hitherto pursued—as well as of the widespread 
scene of ruin that has swallowed up ihe fortunes and the 
happiness of so large a portion of their fellow citizens, en
gaged in manufactures, their own interest most explicitly 
points out the necessity of pursuing a different policy, and 
securing to themselves a home market, beyond the control 
of foreign nations. Had this market been ihus secured, 
it can hardly be doubted that so large a portion of ihe coiton 
at present raised in this country would, wc repeat, have 
been consumed at home, that the quantity exported would 
have experienced little reduction of price. 

T h e contrast between the situation of the British and 
American manufacturers is extremely striking, and must 
mortify the pride and excite the sympathy of every citi
zen w h o feels an interest in the credit of our government 
and the welfare of the nation. T h e British manufacturers, 
completely secured in the home market by prohibitions, 
and prohibitory duties, arc struggling, with all their ener
gies, to monopolize not only our markets, but those of half 
the world. In this contest, they are aided in eveiy way lhat 
can be devised, by a government which many of our citi
zens affect to despise. Whereas, our manufacturers only 
contend for the humble boon of securiiy in the domestic 
market; and with w h o m do they contend? not with foreign 
nations—but with their fellow citizens in congress, w h o m 
they merely request to afford them a portion of that pro-
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teciion, which, as we have often repeated, England, France, 
Russia, Austria, and nearly all the other governments of 
Europe, afford their subjects engaged in manufactures!!! 

This paragraph would requite a volume of explanations 
— b u t we must be brief; and, referring to our former ad
dresses, shall barely observe, 

I. That Austria prohibils the importation, throughout 
her whole dominions, of alt kinds of silk, cotton and wool
len manufactures. 

II. That England prohibits silks, laces, calicoes, and 
manufactures of gold, with various other articles; and sub
jects collons generally to 85 per cent—glass to 114—and 
chequered linens, manufactures of leather, tanned hides, 
&c. &c. to 142 per cent. 

III. That Russia prohibits above two hundred articles, 
among which are all manufactures of wool, primed cottons, 
glass, pottery, silk, iron, leather, &c. &c. etc. 

IV. That France prohibits cotton twist, manufactures of 
wool, silk, leather, steel, iron, brass, tin, Sec. Sec. Sec. 

It is therefore obvious, as already often stated, that the 
manufacturers of those countries enjoy a degree of fosier-
ing care and protection from their respective governments 
which our citizens of lhat class have never experienced— 
and the want of which has not only ruined hundreds of 
them—but inflicted more lasting injury on this country in 
five years, than it could have suffered in a war of twice the 
duration. 

W e will suppose for a moment a majority in Congress 
to be composed of manufacturers; and such immense quan
tities of wheat and flour to be imported from Odessa, and 
of cotton from Brazil and the East Indies, as to reduce the 
price of those articles below the fair rate of affording a 
profit to the cultivator. Suppose that the farmers and 
planters, at every stage of their progress to ruin, were lo 
supplicate Congress either to prohibit, or discourage by 
high duties, the importation of wheat, flour and cotton. Sup
pose, further, that the majority in Congress, resolutely de
termined to buy those articles " where they could be had 
" cheapest," steadily rejected their petition. W h a t opinion, 
fellow citizens, would you form on such conduct? would it 
not meet with your most marked disapprobation? But is it 
not precisely the conduct that has been pursued towards 
the manufacturers? Have they not, in their career 10 ruin, 
earnestly and respectfully solicited protection from Con-
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gress? Have not their entreaties been rejected?" Has not 
a large proportion of them been sacrificed by the ruinous 
policy of purchasing cheap goods abroad? And has not 
the nation at large shared in ihe sufferings inflicted on 
them? 

P. S. W e have heretofore submitted various statements 
proving the extreme disadvantage of our intercourse with 
Great Britain, ami other foreign nations in the cotton 
trade. W e now present it in a new point of view. 

W e lake the case of a company of cotion manufacturers 
in Manchester, commencing with a bale and a half of cot
ton, at fifty dollars per bale, which is the present price; 
working it up in two months into cotton cloths, at twenty 
cents per yard; Investing the proceeds in cotton; manufac
turing this cotton in the same manner; and ihus in regular 
succession, prosecuting the business, as is usual in such 
manufactories. It will excite astonishment, and appear in
credible, but is nevertheless true, that in the space of twenty 
months they can purchase with the proceeds of ihe bale and 
a half, the whole of the exports of ihe United States. 

W e allow 50lbs. per bale for waste; let the proceeds of 
the half bale go for the payment of wages; and assume 
four yards of cotton, at 20 cents per yard, as the pioduct 
of each pound of cotton. 

Let it be observed, that 20 cents is a low average. W c 
receive cambrics and muslins as high as a dollar, and a 
dollar and a half per yard. • 
First operation.—Two months. 
O n e bale of cotton, net 250 lbs. produces 1000 

yards, which, at 20 cents, amouni to - - g 200 

• Of above forty petitions presented to the House of Representa-
tivei of the United States, in 1816.17. by different bodies of msnu-
f-ictiit-ei-s in various parts of th«- United Slates, praying lor relief, 
there was not our read in the House? and nearly half of them were 
never reported on by tlie Committee of Commerce and Manufactures.' 
There was not our of them successful, although the min sufli-rcd 
by some, ami impending; over others, of the petitioners, had every 
possible claim to prompt and effectual redress. On this treatment of 
constituents, no comment is necessary. 

t2 
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Second operation.—Four months. 
200 dollars purchase 4 bales, which produce Dolls. 
4,000 yards at 20 cents, - - - . 800 

Third operation.—-Six months. 
800 dollars purchase 16 bales, which produce 

16,000 yards at 20 cents, . . . - 3,300 

Fourth operation.—Eight months. 
3,200 dollars purchase 64 bales, which produc*. 

64,000 yards at 20 cents, . . . - 12,800 

Fifth operation.—-Ten months. 
12,800 dollars purchase 956 bales, which pro
duce 256,000 yards at 20 cents, - - 51,200 

Sixth operation.— Twelve months. 
51,200 dollars, purchase 1,024 bales, which pro
duce 1,024,000 yards at 20 cents, - - 204,800 

Seventh operation.—Fourteen months. 
204,800 dollars purchase 4,096 bales, which pro
duce 4,096,000 yards at 20 cents, - - 819,200 

Eighth operation.—Sixteen months. 
819,200 dollars purchase 16,384 bales, which 
produce 16,384,000 yards at 20 cents, - 3,276,800 

Ninth operation.—Eighteen months. 
3,276,800 dollars purthase 65,536 bales which 

produce 65,536,000 yards at 20 cents, - 13,107,200 

Tenth operation.— Twenty months. 
13,107,200 dollars purchase 262,144 bales, 
which produce 262,144,000yardsat20cents,g 62,428,800 

This sum, . the present prices of our staples, would 
probably purchase the whole of the exports of the United 
States. 
This statement affords a clew to ihe wealth, power, and 

resourc- s of Great Britain—and to the impoverishment©!' 
this couniry. 
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We present the subject in another point of view:—-
W e exported last year to Great Britain, bales 
ofcotton - . . - . _ 205.881 

Equal to lbs. 61,764,300 
Deduct for waste, 50 lbs. per bale, - 10.294.050 

Pounds net, 51.470,250 

Producing, at 4 yards to the pound, - yards 205.881.000 

Which, at 20 cents per yard, amount to • S 41,176,200 
Supposing wc sold the whole of the raw cotton 
at 30 cents, it produced the United States 18,529,290 

Leaving a clear gain to Great Britain of - 22,646,910 

If the exports of cotton to that country this year 
arc equal to the last, and average 20 cents 
per pound, it makes an addition to the British 
profit of 6,167.430 

Total 28,823,340 

Every dollar of this sum might be saved lo this country, 
by a proper tariff. 

N E W SERIES. 

No. II. 
Philadelphia, Decemberr2\, 1819. 

It is painful to us, to be obliged again to l„.*nbat objec
tions which we regarded as fully disproved in our former 
addresses, beyond the probability of a revival. In this opi
nion wc were completely supported by hundreds of intel
ligent citizens, whose views of the subject had on :• fair 
examination undergone a total change, and who al present 
as strenuously advocate the policy of retaining our wealth 
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at home to support the Industry of our own citizens, as 
they formerly did that of squandering it in Europe and 
the Eas' Indies, to support the industry of foreign nations, 
under the idea of" letting trade regulate itself," which it 
has never done in any age or country. 

But however painful this procedure may be, it is a duty. 
The persons opposed to our views, without replying to our 
arguments, far less refuting any of them, repeat the hack-
nicd common places of free trade, taxing the many for the 
benefit of the few, impairing the revenue, &c. &c Free 
trade with them means, in strict propriety, to remove the 
restrictions that favour our own citizens, while all other 
nations maintain rigorous restrictions in favour of their 
subjects. 

W e therefore crave indulgence for any repetitions that 
may appear in this essay, as the inevitable consequence of 
the course pursued by the opposers of the system which 
we advocate. Whenever they advance new arguments, 
we shall meet them with new replies. T o old arguments, 
ten times repeated, and as often refuted, wc can only ad
vance repetitions. 

W h e n we first began to address our fellow citizens, 
about nine months ago, on the distress and embarrassment 
so generally prevalent throughout the union, the existence 
of that distress and embarrassment was denied; endeavours 
were used to convince the public, that our statements on 
the subject were erroneous; that the country at large en
joyed a high degree of prosperity; and that whatever little 
pressure existed was confined to a tew towns and cities 
where banks and over-trading had produced some ruin. It 
was unhesitatingly asserted, that the farmers and planters, 
the great body of the nation, had no reason to complain— 
and accordingly made no complaint; and that all the cla
mour arose from a few manufacturers, who were, to the 
whole nation, as a few stray sheep to an immense flock. 

These assertions although radically wrong, were made 
with such confidence, as to gain credence with those who 
did not look beyond the mere surface ef things. Unfortu
nately for the country, as well as for ihe credit of those who 
who made them, their want of foundation is now so 
obvious and so palpable, as to admit of no denial Cala
mity has advanced upon us with such rapid strides, that 
whatever doubts may have been entertained heretofore, 
have now vanished. There is but one sentiment on the 
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subject. That the distress is more intense in some parts 
of the union, than in others, favoured by local circumstan
ces, is admitted—but that it is fell every where, is equally 
clear. 

Would to heaven our descriptions had been unreal, and 
that wc had been deceived. T o none of our readers would 
the discovery of the error have been more agreeable than to 
ourselves. W e present an outline of the leading features 
of our situation at ihe close of the war, and al present, 
which affords a most melancholy contrast, appalling to 
every friend not merely of this couniry, but of human hap
piness generally. 
Our Situation at the close of the War, 

I. Everyman, woman, or child in the nation, able and 
willing to work, could procure employment. 

2. W e had an extensive and profitable cotton manufac
ture, spread throughout the union, and producing above 
24.000,000 of dollars annually, which might, by proper en
couragement, have been extended lo 50,000,000 in a few-
years. 

3. This manufacture consumed above one-fourth part 
of our whole crop of cotton. 

4. W e had a capital vested in merino sheep to the 
amount of one million of dollars. 

5. W c possessed a valuable woollen manufacture, which 
produced us annually clothing to the amount of nineteen 
millions of dollars—and which might have been extended 
before now to double the amount. 

6. Almost all of our manufacturing establishments were 
fully and advantageously employed. 

7. Confidence between our citizens was general. 
S. Our debts to Europe were fairly and honourably dis

charged. *• 
9. Little, if any of our public stock was held in that quar

ter of the globe. 
10. Money could be easily borrowed at legal interest. 
I I. Debts were collected without difficulty. 
12. Our character, as a mercantile people, stood fair 

with the world. 
13- Every man who had capital, could find advantageous 

employment for it in regular business. 
14. The country was generally prosperous, except a few 

places which had suffered desolation during the war. 
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Our Preient Situation. 

1. Our profitable commerce nearly annihilated. 
2. Our shipping reduced in value one half. 
3. O f our merchants a considerable portion bankrupt, 

and many tottering on the verge of bankruptcy. The com
mercial capital of the couniry reduced, it is believed, seven
ty millions of dollars. 

4. O u r manufacturing establishments in a great mea
sure suspended, and many ol them falling to decay. 

5. Many of their proprietors ruined. 
6. Thousands of citizens unemployed throughout the 

United States. [About 1 1,000 in the city of Philadelphia 
have been deprived of employment.] 

7. Our circulating medium drawn away to the East In
dies and lo Europe, lo pay for articles which w c could 
ourselves furnish, or which w c do not want. 

8. A heavy annual tax incurred to Europe in the inte
rest payable on probably 20 or 25,000,000 of dollars of go
vernment and bank stock, likewise remitted in payment. 

9. Real estate every where fallen thirty, forty, or fifty 
per cent. 

10. O u r great staples, cotton, flour, tobacco, &c. redu
ced in price from thirty to forty per cent. 

11. O u r merino sheep, for want of protecting the wool
len manufacture, in a great measure destroyed, and those 
that remain not worth ten per cent, of their cost. 

12. Large families of children become a burden to thei: 
parents, who are unable to devise suitable means of em
ployment for them. 

13. Numbers of our citizens, possessed of valuable ta
lents, and disposed to be useful, but unable to find employ
ment, are migrating to Cuba, where, under a despotic go
vernment, among a population principally of slaves, and 
subject to the horrors of the inquisition, they seek an asy
lum from the distress they suffer here!* 
* Emigration lo Cuba,—" The schooner Three Sally's, captain 
Warner, sailed from this port on Sunday last, for Feniandimide 
Yuaga, a new port and settlement on the south side of Cuba, with 
101 passengers, principally respectable mechanics, and their fami
lies, and late residents of this city. "—Philadelphia Daily Adverti
ser. Dec. 2, 1819. 
•' In the schooner John Howe, lately sailed upwards of one hun

dred passengers for the new settlement of Fornaodina, in Cuba." 
—Philadelphia Gar-ettc. 
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14. Hundreds of useful artisans and mechanics, who, al
lured by our form of government, migrated to our shores, 
are returned to their native coumric-. or gone to Nova 
ScotiaorCunada.lu'oken hearted and withcxhausicd funds.t 

15. M e n of capital are unable to find any profitable em
ployment for it in regular business. 

16'. Citizens who own real estate lo a great a m o u n t -
have laige debtsdue them—and immense stocks of goods, 
cannot mortgage their real estate, dispose of their stocks 
but at extravagant sacrifices, nor collect their Clt-htS. 

17. Citizens possessed of great wealth, have il in their 
power to increase it immoderately, by purchasing the pro
perty of ihe distressed, sold at ruinous sacrifices by sheriffs, 
marshals, and otherwise—thus d< straying the equality of 
our citizens, and aggrandizing the rich at the expense of 
the middle class of society. 

18. The interest of money extravagantly usurious. 
l'.'. Distress and misery, in an extent not to be concei

ved but by those who have an oppoitunity of beholding 
them, spreading among ihe labouring class, in our towns 
and cities. 

20. Bankruptcy and poverty producing an alarming in
crease of demoralization and crime. 

21. T h e attachment to our government liable to be im
paired in the minds of those who are ruined by the policy 
it has pursued. 

22. After having prostrated our national manufactures, 
lest wc should injure the revenue, the revenue itself fails, 
and wc are likely to be obliged to recur 'o loans or direct 
taxes to meet the exigencies of the government 

23. Numbers ol banks in different pans of the union, 
deprived of their specie by the extravagant drains tor Eu
rope and the East Indies, and obliged to stop payment. 

24. Legislatures driven, by the prevalence of distress, 
to the frightful measure of suspending the collection of 
debts. 

That this is an unexaggerated picture of the actual si
tuation of our couniry, is, alas! too true. It affords a proof 
that our system has been radically unsound—and that a 
change is imperiously called for. Any change can scarcely 
fail to be beneficial. 
t "Liverpool, Nob. 2, 1819.— The Ann. captain Crocker, from 
New Vork. is now off this port, with upwards of one hundred re
lumed emigrants." 
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These ruinous consequences were prophetically de
picted with ' a pencil of light' aud also distinctly presented 
to the view of congress in their progress. Happy, tin ice 
happ) would it have been, had ttifl warnings and heart
rending statements which that liodl received been duly at
tended lo— What shoals and quicksands would our pros
perity have escaped! 

The committee of Commerce and Manufactures in 
1816 der.lared, that— 
" The situation of the manufacturing establishments is 

perilous. Some have decreased—anil some have suspend
ed business. A liberal encour tgemtnt will put them again 
into operation. But should it be withheld, they will be pros
trated. Thousands wilt be seduced to want and wretchedneas. 
A capital of nearly sucty millionn of dollar* will become in
active, the greater part of which will be a dead loss to the 
manufacturers. Our improvidence may lead lo fatal con
sequences." 

A g a i n — 
-• Can it be politic in any point of view, to make ihe 

Untied States dependent on any nation for supplies, abso
lutely necessary for ease, for comfort, or accommodation? . 

" Will nol the strength, the political energies of this nation 
be materially impaired at any lime, but fatally so in lime of 
difficulty and distress, by such dependence? 

" Do not the suggestions of wisdom plainly show, that 
the security, the peace, and the happiness of this nation, de
pend on opening and enlarging all our resources, and draw
ing from them whatever shall be required for public use or 
private convenience?" 

T h e suffering citizens laid their calamitous situation 
before congress in the most eloquent appeals, but in vain. 
N o part of the union suffered more than Pittsburg. Prom 
the address of that cily we quote a single sentence— 

" The tide of import tion has inundated the country with 
foreign goods. Some of the most valuable and enterprising 
citizens have been subjrcted to enormous losses, and others 
overwhelmed with bankruptcy and ruin. The pressure of 
war was less fatal to the hopes of enterprise and industry, 
than a general peace, with the calamities arising from the 
present stale of our foreign trade." 

Pan of the long catalogue of ills, it was out of our 
power to prevent; among the rest, the reduction of our 
commerce, and the consequent depreciation in the value of 
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our shipping. The nations of Europe could not be expect
ed to allow us to continue the commerce that naturally be
longed to them, longer than suited their convenience. Nor 
could we by any means have prevented the reduction of the 
price of our wheal, flour, &c. Sec. when a cessation of the 
destruction caused by war, and the return of so many of the 
soldiery to the labours of the field, not only increased the 
capacity of supply, but diminished the consumption of Eu
rope. But a sound policy would have averted three-fourths 
of our sufferings, and mitigated the residue- It would have 
afforded other employment for our superfluous commercial 
capital; made a domestic market for our cotton; and fos
tered our woollen manufacture to an extent almost com
mensurate with our wants. 

W c enjoyed for twenty years a very great proportion of 
the trade of the world, far beyond our due share—and, to 
use the words of an English statesman, were " hardly 
scratched by our war" of two years and a half. W c closed 
it in a most prosperous situation, calculated to excite the 
envy of our enemies, and the gralulations of our friends. 
All that was necessary to insure the permanence of our 
happiness and prosperity, was to protect our national indus
try, after the example of all the wise nations of Europe. 
W e fatally abandoned it to a hopeless struggle with foreign 
rivalship. It sunk a victim in the unequal contest. And 
our melancholy example is added to those of Spain and 
Portugal to warn other nations againsi the racks on which1 
we have shipwrecked our happiness. By our system of 
buying goods where tbcy could he had cheapest, support
ing foreign manufacturers, and consigning our own to ruin, 
w c have, during a period of profound peace of nearly five 
years, not only lost all the advantagesacquiredby our long-
continued neutrality, but find ourselves in as bad a situation 
as when the wars of the Trench revolution began. 

The transition is immense and lamentable; and we are 
persuaded that, except in the case of Portugal at the com
mencement of the last century, there is no instance lo be 
found in the annals of Europe for two hundred years, of so 
precipitous a fall in so short a space of time, without war, 
famine, or pestilence. Spain, which exhibits ihe moulder
ing ruins of a mighty empire, fell, it is true, from a higher 
pinnacle to a lower abyss; but the descent required centu
ries of misrule, with bloody wars, and remorseless perse
cutions. 

t> 
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The source of the change is by some of our citizens 
sought for in the transition of the world from a state of war 
to a state of peace, which has produced distress, il is said, 
in most parts of Europe. This idea is erroneous. T h e 
distress is far from general. It prevails extensively, it is 
true, in Great Britain, where machinery, superseding so 
large a portion of the manual labour of the country, has 
driven a tenth part of the population to a dependence on 
the poor rates, and where the nation is borne down by an 
enormous debt, an expensive government, and grinding 
tythes and taxes. It would be lost labour to prove, what is 
ob\ious to the world, that there is no analogy between her 
cas<- and ours. 

W e have given a faithful picture of the disastrous situa
tion in which this great nation is placed by a mistaken po
licy. It now remains 10 trace the outlines of that policy— 
the means by which the evils wc suffer might have been 
averted—and the course to be pursued, in order lo cxiri-
catc ourselves from our embarrassments. 

W c have bought anil consumed more than wc have sold. 
Our imports for five years have been above one hundred 
millions of dollars more than our exports. This solves the 
mystery. T h e distress and embarrassment arising from all 
the other source*, would have been but temporary. Bank
ruptcy and ruin tread on the heels of individuals whose ex
penses exceed their income. N o law, human or divine, ex
empts nations from the same fate. Spain and Portugal, to 
which we have so often referred, arc standing monuments 
of the soundness of the maxim, that even inexhaustible 
mines and rich colonies will not secure the prosperity or 
happiness of nations that are so misguided as to expose the 
productive industry of their people lo destruction, bv the 
overwhelming competition of foreigners. H o w much strong
er and more irresistibly does the argument apply to the 
United States, possessing neither mines nor colonies, and 
whose resources solely depend on the fruits of their indus-
trj! H o w carefully therefore should that industry be che
rished! 

11 will appear in the sequel that our present calamitous 
situation might easily have been avoided, and the country 
raised to that high degree of prosperily. to which her ad
vantages of soil, climate, and water power, with the intel
ligence, enterprise, and industry of her citizens, give her so 
fair a claim. 
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The imports of the United States for the last five years, 
exclusive of what has been re-exported, have been about 
420,000,000 dollars, viz. 

1815 g ; 18,91 1,000 
1816 - - - . . . 60.569.000 
1817 73,516,000 
1818 - - • - - 94,477,000 
1819 (per estimate) - - • 14,000.000 

g 421,47G,000 
Our exports have fallen one hundred millions short of our 

imports. As this was a result thai might easily have been, 
ami indeed was foreseen, it ought to have been guarded 
against as far as legislation could afford a remedy. The 
remedy was to exclude, or reduce our consumption of. the 
fabrics of the old world, in due propo.iion to the diminu
tion of its demand for our staples. This was fatally ne
glected. 

It required but little penetration to see that our means 
of payment, were wholly inadequate to meet such enormous 
imports; lhat the country muat be greatly impoverished by 
them; that its productive industry would be paralized; and 
that much misery must be the necessary consequence. All 
the sagacity of our statesmen ought to have been put into 
requisition, to avert the impending evils, and to steci our 
bark safe through the shoals and quicksands, by which she 
was menaced. Every month made appearances more and 
more portentous, and more strongly indicated the necessity 
of adopting bold and decisive measures. Unhappily the 
views of most of our statesmen were almost wholly bound
ed by the security of the revenue! and many were only anx
ious to avoid" taxing the many for the benefit of the few!" 
These were the grand objects of solicitude, and outweighed 
all other considerations. They viewed with unconcern the 
inundation of foreign merchandize, which drained our coun
try of its wealth—ruined our manufacturers—and doomed 
our working people to idleness, to want, and too often to 
crime! The more foreign goods came in, the cheaper they 
were sold, and the higher the revenue rose! And this ap
peared to atone for all ihe disastrous consequences it pro
duced! 

O n this point.it might be sufficient to reply with Alex
ander Hamilton— 

http://point.it
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" There is no truth" that can be more firmly relied upon, 
than that the interest! of the revenue arc promoted by what
ever promote! an increase of national Induary and wealth.''* 

It requires but little reflection to perceive ihe cogency 
of this maxim. A prosperous people will naturally indulge 
in luxuries, which are generally brought from foreign na
tions—and will bear high duties. A revenue resting on 
such a basis would be far more likely to increase than 10 
diminish. It cannot be doubted that ihe customs at present, 
considering the impoverishment of the country, and the low 
slate of our credit abroad, afford but a slender dependence 
for the treasury. T h e United States, if industry were duly 
protected, would be better able to yield a revenue of 40, 
000,000 of dollars per annum, than they can now raise 25, 
000,000. A prosperous nation does not feel the weight of 
taxation. A hearth tax of half a dollar each, is more op
pressive lo a poor nation, than a window tax of an equal 
.-.um for each pane of glass, would be to a prosperous one. 

T h e warning voice of the wise statesmen of this country 
as well as of Europe, which bore testimony against the po
licy wc pursued, was totally disregarded. 

" It would be extending the freedom of trade far beyond 
its proper bounds, to admit all the productions of a nation 
which prohibits ours, or admits them under duties equivalent 
to a prohibition'*^ 

" The substitution of foreign for domestic manufactures 
is a transfer to foreign nations of the advantages accruing 
from machinery in the modes in which it is capable of being 
employed with most ability and to the greatest extent."\ 

" T h e establishment of manufactures is calculated not 
only lo increase the general stock of useful and productive 
labour, but even to improve the state of agriculture in par
ticular.'^ 

" Considering a monopoly of the domestic market lo its 
own manufactures as Ihe reigning policy of manufacturing 
nations, a similar policy on the part of the United States, in 
every proper instance, is dictated, it might almost be said 
by the principles of distributive justice—certainly by the 
duty of securing to their own citizens a reciprocity of advan
tage!.'^ 

W h a t admirable lessons! W h a t sublime views! H o w la
mentable that they were entirely disregarded! Our mis-
* Hamilton's Report * Chaplal. 1 Hamilton's Report. 
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guided policy is a century at least behind them. The plans 
of our statesmen unhappily did not extend so far. The hope 
of buying cheap goods from Hindostan and Europe—the 
dread of impairing the revenue—and the desire of iosier-
inga commerce, which was expiring beyond the power of 
resuscitation, produced a policy of which the fatal conse
quences will be long felt, not merely by the sufferers, but 
by the whole nation. 

Had our government prohibited some leading articles, 
which wc could ourselves have supplied, such as all kinds 
of coarse cotton goods, some of the woollen, &c. Sec. and 
laid high additional duties on those wc were obliged to re
ceive from foreign countries, our importations would pro
bably have been diminished one-fourth, without impairing 
the revenue—and the following salutary consequences would 
have resulted. 

1. There would have been probably 100,000,000 of dol
lars, less debt contracted to Europe. 

2. That amount would have been added to the stock of 
national wealth. 

3. Our whole population would have been maintained in 
profitable employment. 

4. The revenue would have been indemnified by the ad
vance of the duties upon those goods imported, for what it 
might have lost by the exclusion of the others. 

5. As the reduction of the revenue would have been pre
vented, we should not have a direct tax suspended over our 
heads. 

6. W c should have paid for our importations by our ex
ports, and not been obliged to remit government and bank 
stock in payment. 

7. Our commercial credit in Europe, which has received 
a deep stain, would have remained unimpaired. 
• 8. W e should have consumed so large a proportion of 
our cotton, as would have prevented the ruinous reduction 
of price, and produced immense advantage to our planters. 

9. O u r woollen manufacture would have insured a mar
ket for the wool of our Merinos, and prevented the destruc
tion of that valuable race of animals; lo the great benefit of 
our farmers. 

10. Our banks would not have been drained of their spe
cie, and obliged to press on their debtors. 

11. W e should have escaped the state of impoverish-
U2 
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ment, embarrassment and distress in which we find ourselves 
placed. 

12. T h e prosperity universally felt would have increased 
the attachment of our citizens to our form of government, 
and drawn the bands of union lighter. 

13. O u r citizens would not seek an asylum in Cuba. 
14. State legislatures would not have had recourse to the 

desperate measure of suspending the collection of debts. 
15. Thousands of tiscful artists and manufacturers would 

have migrated to our country; and an incalculable amount 
of" the manufacturing skill and capital" of foreign nations 
would have been " promptly transferred to the United States, 
and incorporated into the domestic capital of the union."* 

Although the millions of capital lost by this policy, can
not be regained, nor the thousands w h o m it has vitally in
jured or ruined be indemnified for their sufferings—yet in 
the midst of the gloom that surrounds us, there is matter 
lor consolation, that congress have a remedy completely 
within their power. All that is necessary is lo afford our 
manufacturing citizens a portion of such protection as Eng
land, France, Russia and Austria afford theirs. W e should 
then reduce our wants within our means of payment. T h e 
whole face of affairs would at once be changed. Millions 
of dormant capital would be put into circulation. Our in
dustrious- population would find immediate employment. 
Property of every kind would rise in value. Confidence 
would be restored. Prosperity and happiness would again 
visit us with "heating on their wings." 

Although wc have already repeatedly stated in detail the 
protection afforded by those great nations to their manu
facturers, wc deem it proper to present an outline of it here. 

" Great Britain prohibits, even from her own dependen
cies, calicoes, manufactures of gold, silver, or mcial; laces, 
ribands, silk goods, Stc. f*c. And her protecting duties are 
so high, as, in most cases, to be equivalent to prohibition. 
There are above sixty articles, including manufactu-es of 
brass, copper, carriages, thread stockings, clocks. Stc. sub
ject to fifty-nine per cent.; china and earthenware, shawls, 
•This sound view is taken from the late report of the secretary of 
the IntMU***. It is deeply to be lamented that so obvious and impor
tant :.u idea does not appear to have ever heretofore iollueoccd out 
councils. 
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"kc. pay seventy-nine; cottons, coiton stockings, caps, thread, 
and linen sails, pay eighty-five; glass manufactures gene
rally one hundred and fourteen; skins or furs, lanned, tawed 
or curried, and articles made of leather, or whereof leather 
is the article of chief value, one hundred and forty-two per 
cent.* 

" So minute is her attention to this grand point, that li
nen, when chequered or striped, printed or stained, is sub
ject to one hundred and forty-two per cent, duty; but only 
to sixty-three when not chequered or striped. The object 
is to secure to her own subjects the profits of the staining 
and priming." 

" She expended fifteen hundred millions of pounds ster
ling to replace the Bourbon family on ihe thrones of France 
and Spain, and of course had high claims on the gratitude 
of hoth monarchs. Yet the paramount duty of justice to 
his subjects, gained the ascendency over gratitude to his 
friends, in ihe councils of Louis XVIII. One of the earli
est measures of his administration was the enactment of a 
tariff, whereby above iwo hundred different articles, includ
ing all the most important of the British manufactures, and, 
among the rest, muslins, cambrics, woollen cloths, all arti
cles made of leather, steel, iron, brass, tin, wood, bronze, 
Sec. were totally prohibited-"t 

" The prohibitory system of Russia, a country, like our 
own, with a vast territory and a very disproportionate popu
lation, is carried to an extent far beyond that of any other 
in the world. It embraces all the great leading articles of 
manufacture, as cotton, linen, leather, wool, wood, copper, 
iron, paper, silk, silver-plate, glass, and a vast variety of 
articles of minor importance.") 

" T h e importation of silk, cotton, and woollen manufac
tures, is forbidden in the whole extent of the Austrian do
minions, as it has hitherto been in the ancient Austrian states 
only."* Against the policy w c advocate, of affording protection 
to those of our citizens engaged in manufactures, the lead
ing objections a r e — 

I. Thai it is unjust to tax the many for the benefit of 
the few. 

» Sec British tariff, passim. f Sec French Tariff. 
J Kordansz's European Commerce, 54,227. 
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II. That high duties encourage smuggling. 
I. 

So much has been written against the protection of 
manufactures, on the injustice of " taxing the many for the 
benefit of the few," that a large portion of our citizens are 
persuaded, that the manufacturers atone are protected,— 
that this protection is absolutely gratuitous—and that nei
ther agriculture nor commerce have any reciprocal advan
tage. 

It is hardly possible to conceive of a much greater 
error. It is in fact the reverse of truth. 

W e hope to prove— 
That the protection afforded to manufactures bears no 

proportion in its effect to that afforded to agriculture and 
commerce. 

T o arrive at a correct conclusion, it is necessary to de
fine what is meant by the word protection, as here employ
ed. Otherwise we might spend our lime and that of our 
readers to no purpose. 
• By "protection," then, we mean such a governmental 

regulation, by duties or prohibitions, as saves any class of 
our citizens, whether farmers, manufacturers, or merchants, 
from being undermined or ruined by foreign rivals. A s w e 
do not pretend to critical exactness, which cannot be deem
ed necessary, w e trust this definition will be admitted, as 
sufficiently precise to answer our purpose. 

It ir. obvious, that in this view the word has reference not 
to the amount, but to the effect of the duty; for example, 
15 per cent, may exclude one rival article; while 35 would 
not another. T h e former, therefore, is far more complete 
protection than the latter. 

It may be necessary to exemplify this theory. H e m p is a 
very bulky article in proportion to its value. T h e freight is 
high, and amounts to about sixteen per cent. Fine cam
brics and muslins occupy but small space, and are not sub
ject to more than one per cent, freight. It is therefore ob
vious that a duty of five per cent, on hemp, and twenty per 
cent, on cambrics, would place the American farmer and 
manufacturer on precisely the same ground, so far as res
pects freight and duties; that is, they would have twenty-one 
per cent, advantage over their foreign rivals. 

Bui another very imporlant consideration remains. Arti
cles which foreign nations possess an almost unlimited ca
pacity to produce, require stronger protection than those of 
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which the produciion is necessarily limited. Thus the ma
chinery of Great Britain aflbrding her a capacity to produce 
muslins or cambrics to an almost unlimited extent—and the 
produciion of h e m p being incapable of thai extension, a 
lurthcr increase of duty on muslins or cambrics appears 
necessary, to place the manufacturer on Ihe same ground 
of security as the farmer. Hence tl.e duty ought to be form
ed on a compound ratio of the amount of freight aud the 
difficulty or facility of production. 

W e trust these premises are clear and irrefutable, and 
that they cannot fail to dispel the clouds that have been 
spread on this subject. 

The great mass of manufactured articles imported into 
this country, arc subject to duties ad valorem. There are 
five different classes of those duties, seven and a half, fif
teen, twenty, twenty-five, and thirty per cent. The amount 
of the importations of all these descriptions for 1818, was 
58,795,574 dollars. There arc, however, some manufactur
ed articles subject to specific duiics. But the amount is 
trivial; as the duties on thisdescripiion in 1818. except those 
on teas, wines, molasses, spirits, sugar, coffee, and salt, 
were only 1,591,701 dollars; under which were included 
oils, cocoa, chocolate, almonds, currants, prunes, figs, rai-
sons, cheese, tallow, mace, nutmegs, cloves, pepper, 
pimento, cassia, indigo, cotton, ochre, white and red lead, 
hemp, coal, fish, Sec. Sec. W h e n the duties on these is 
deducted from the above sum of 1,591,701 dollars, the 
manufactured articles on which the remainder is collected, 
will, as w c said, appear quite trivial. 

T h e articles paying ad valorem duties, were divided as 
follows:— 

g Per cent. 
of the whole. 

2,337.693 - 7a'pcrccnl. equal lo about - . . 4 
19,445.'."i a 16 equal to . . . S3 
9.5;!4,53l a ;0 equal to 16 
24,804.183 a '.'5 equal lo • - - 4'.' 
2.633.G37 a 30 equal lo 4^ 

W e annex a statement of the chief articles subject to 
those several duties. 

* To all ihe ad valorem duties herein slated is lo be added lOper 
r«?at. Thus 15 percent, is actually 16 1-2, ic. ic. 
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TABLE 1. 
Articles subject to 7 J per cent 

Articles composed wholly or 
chiefly of gold, silver, pearl 
or precious itooei, 

Embroidery, 
Epaulet*. 
Gold w»tchei, 
Gold lace, 
Jewelry, 

T A B L E II. 
Articles subject to 15 per cent. 

Farming. 
Apricots, 
Apples, 

Bum, 
Barley, 
Boards, 
BucL wheat, 
Butter, 
Beef, 
Ciaer, 
Feathers for beds, 
Flour, 
G.apes, 
Hum. 
gty. 
Honey, 
Hair, 
Im)iin com, 
Linseed, 
Midi, 
Nuts, 
Onions, 
Oat*, 
Potatoes,* 
Pen,, 
Pearl Ashes, 
Pilch, 
Foric, 
Pears. 
Peaches, 
Potashes, 
Quills, 
RotiD, 
Ric*, £*"• Tobacco in ihe leaf, Tar, Turpentine, Wheal, &c. &c. 

. ad valorem.' 
Lace sells. 
Lace shawls, 
Lace shades, 
Pa tie work. 
Pearls, and other stones, set. 
Silver lace, 
Watches, aud pamof watches 
of all kinds. 

ad valorem* 
Manufactured. 

Brick., 
Brass in sheets. 
Brazing copper, 
Boiling cloths, 
Combs, 
Copper bottoms, 
Clocks, and parts thereof, 
Cork*, 
Gold leaf, 
Han powder 
Inkpowiler 
Lin ins. 
Lampblack, 
Map. and Chard. 
Manufactures of flax not 
enumerated, 

Paints, 
Printed boobs, 
Pictures, 
Print*, 
Paper toys, 
Papee snuff boxes, 
Paii-iing*, 
Silks, 
Slates, 
Start*, 
Stuff shoes, 
Silk stockings, 
Scaling wax. 
Thread slockings, 
Tiles, 
Wonted shoes, &c. 

• Add ten percent- as befoi 
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TABLE 111. 
Articles subject to £0' per cent- ad valorem, wholly manufactured. 
Buckles, Japanned wares. 
Button-, Lead manufactures, 
Bra«» manufacture', Muskets, 
Bra-.-, wire, Printing type*, 
Button mould-., Pottery, 
China ware, Pewter manufactures, 
Cannon, Pins, 
Cutlery, Plated ware, 
Cloth, hempen Steel maoufaclores, 
Cotto.i,lockings, Slone ware, 
Earthen ware, Side armt, 
Fire arms, Sail cloth. 
Gilt wares. Tin manufactures, 
Glau, Wood manufacture), 
Iron manufactures, Woollen stockings. 

T o a candid public, w e submit these three tables for their 
most serious consideration. T h e deductions from t'.em 
are uf invnense importance to the future prosperity m d 
happiness of ibis country. W e trust they will be found to 
prove that ihe prevailing opinions on the exclusive protec
tion of manufactures are destitute of foundation—and fiat, 
so far as those tables extend, the balance is most unequivo
cally in favour of agriculture, although agriculture it*.elf is 
not sufficiently protected. Lives there a m a n w h o will not 
admit that 

Beef, 
Pork, 
Hams, 
Butter, are incomparably belter protected 
Clocks, 
Gold leaf, 
Linens, 
Manufactures of fax, at the same rate? or than 
China ware, 
Co'tonaiid woollen stockings, 
Manufacture! of steel, 

Indian Corn, 
Flour, 
Wbcat, 
Tar, at i 5 per cent, than 
Printed books, 
Silk and thread stockings, 
Stuff or worsted shoes, 

Plated ware, 
i'i niiru types, 
Sail cloth, &c. Pins, 

at 20? W e submit the question to the most decided op-
poscr ol manufactures in the couniry. and cannot tor a m o 
ment doubt the issue. It cannot ho denied that haul-., boards, 
Indian corn, tar, and turpentine are better protected by 15 
per cunt, than buckles, buttons, or cotton siocxings, would 
be at 40 or perhaps 50. 

* Add ten per cent, as before. 
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T h e manufactured articles subject to25 and 30 percent. 
remain. T h e former are confined to cotton and woollen 
goods, manufactures of copper, silver and plated sadlery, 
coach and harness furniture. 

Half of the articles subject to 30 per cent, duty, are un
important* do not interfere with our manufactures; and arc 
not 10 be taken into view—as 

Mustard, 
Olirei, 
Ornaments for head dresses, 
Perfumes, 
Pickles. 
Sallad oil, 
Slicks for umbrellas, 
Sweetmeats of all kinds, 
Walking slicks, 
Washes, &c. &c. 

Artificial flowers, 
Balsams, 
Bristol stones. 
Cosmetics, 
Comfits, 
Crapes, 
Canes, 
Fans. 
Feathers. 
Mats of flags, or grass, 
Millinery, 

There are, however, some important articles included in 
this class; among which are manufactures of leather, hats, 
clothing ready made, carriages, cabinet wares, Ike. But the 
amount of the whole class is insignificant, not four per cent. 
of the importations of the couniry for 1816, as m ay be seen 
above, p. 238. 

W e will n o w compare the highest duties on productions 
of the soil and on manufactures. W e select from the for
mer, four articles, cotton, coal, hemp, and cheese; and shall 
add manufactured tobacco and snuff, the duties on which 
are calculated to aid the planter; also, spirits, the duties on 
which are imposed to aid the farmer directly in the produc
tion of peach brandy, apple whiskey. Sec. and indirectly in 
the consumption of his grain. 
.TV,",;;,,,! coat, pi i lunh.l -
Bengal cotton, per lb. 
It u mi a (temp, per ton -
Holland cheese, per lb. 
French cheese 
English cheese 
Manufactured tobacco 
Snuff lamaica rum, per gallon 
Geneva -

Cott mi manufactures* 
Woollen manufactures -

• -

» m 
-

• 

-

coot. 
$ Cts. 

19 
10 

114 
10 
13 
ISj 
10 
SO 70 
!>:> 

Comparison. 
Percent. 
• 2S Cotlon. raw. • «5 H emp 

Duty. 
« C,,. 

5 
3 

30 
9 
9 
9 
10 
IS 
48 
45 

-

Per cent. 
38 i 
30* 
2« 
5*0 
10 
49 100 
60 
68 80 

Per cent. 
30 M 

• Add len per cent, as before. 
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Plated Sadlery - - - 25 Tobacco - - - 100 
Manufactures of leather - - 30 Snuff- . . . 60 
Hat* - . . . so Coal 33 1-2 
Carriages - - - SO Cheese - - - 49.10,90 
Cabinet wares - - - SO Bum 63 

Genoa . . . go 
Three of the agricultural articles, which arc raw mate

rials, claim particular attention, flax, cotton, and hemp, with 
the corresponding fabrics. 

Duly per eent. Duly per cent. 
FUi" - - - . 15 Linen" - 15 
Hemp 26 Hempen elotfa - 20 
Cotton - 30 Coiton goods, (above 25 cents 

per squire yard) - - 55 
Here wc find raw materials subject to higher duties 

than tjic articles manufactured of them! A case that is pro
bably without a parallel in the annals of trade and com
merce! T h e general practice of the wisest nations of the 
old world- is, to discourage the exportation of raw materi
als; to admit them dutj free, or at least under very light 
duties; and to burden the manufactured articles as high as 
they will bear. T h e whole of these regulations have two 
grand ohjects in view, of which a wise government will 
never lose sight—the protection of domestic industry, and 
the promotion of the national wealth, power, and resources. 

Another view of the subject. 
Cotton, w c see, is subject to three cents per lb. duty. 

T h e freight is equal to the duly—amounting tog 'ihcr to 60 
per cent. Whereas ihe duty on cottons (above 25 cents 
per square yard) is 25 per cent.—and freight about one 
pet cent!! 

Wonderful contrast!— 
Freight and duty. Freight and duty. 

Per cent. p „ ctnU 
Raw cotton . . . go Cotton manufactures! - 26 

W e are fully persuaded, that the tariff of no country, in 
the darkest ages of [h*J* world, presents such a fact as this, 
so admirably calculated to tear up industry by the roots! 
It is a cenlury at least behind the policy of Edward III. and 
six behind the light of this age. That prince bestowed 
bounties, immunities, privileges and premiums for the en
couragement of the woollen manufacture, and prohibited 
* Add ten per ceot. as before. 

i Yet maoufaclurers are gravely reproached for their irjgrati-
tudo for the protection they enjoy. 

X 
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the export of the raw material, and the importation of the 
manufactured article! 

W c will contrast this portion of our tariff, with corres
ponding pans of the tariff of France, England and Russia. 

French Tariff. 
Duty per cent. 

Flax . . . . . i Linen prohibited. 
Hemp - - - - - i Hempen cloth prohibited. 
Cotton . . . . . l Coiton goods prohibited. 
Coiton is admitted in Russia, dutyfree—but all kinds of 
printed, stained, or painted cotton goods are wholly prohi
bited. 

Cotton pays only six per cent, duty in fircat Britain, ac
cording lo the latest regulations; hut calicoes arc wholly 
prohibited, and al) kinds ol co'ton goods, which arc admit
ted, are subject to 85 per cent. duly. 

It is hardly possible to conceive of a greater contrast 
than is here exhibited between our policy and that of those 
great nations, which, however, was the polity of Colbert, 
Sully, the Great Frederic, and all the other celebrated 
statesmen, who rank so high in history. W e are in a di
lemma. Either wc are wiser than all the practical states
m e n of Europe, or our system is radically wrong. If we 
" judge of the tree by its fruits," w c may easily decide. Its 
results have been of the most destructive character. 

Here we close the subject as respects ihe comparative 
protection afforded to the productions of the earth, and to 
manufactures. W e trust that every reader who has given it 
a lair consideration, will readily agree that the interests of 
agriculture have not been overlooked; that the prejudit.es 
that prevail on the subject of the extraordinary protection 
afforded lo manufactures, arc not only not true, but the re
verse of truth; and thai a large portion of our manufactur
ing establishments, for want of adequate protection, arc 
prostrate, and their proprietors ruined. 
Protection of Commerce. 

It now remains to ascertain whether the mercantile in
terest has experienced the fostering care of the government 
•—and whether ihe merchants are justified in uniting in 
the everlasting clamour against the manufacturers for 
"taxing the many for the benefit of ihe few." W e hope 
to nuke it appear, that the policy of our government to
wards the commercial part of our citizens has been magnani-

http://prejudit.es
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mous and liberal to the last degree, and that it has afforded 
them as complete protection as was in its power. H a p p y 
for this country would it have been, had the same liberal 
and national spirit presided over its councils so far as re
gards manufactures! Instead of the lamentable scene w e 
now present to the world, w c should exhibit as grand a 
picture of happiness and prosperity as has ever been wit
nessed. 

T h e policy of England, the wisest nation in the old world 
on the subject of trade and commerce, is not, w e hope to 
m a k e appear, superior to lhat of our government on this 
point. 

In a former address, N o . 11, w e enumerated sixteen acts, 
or parts of acts, passed for the especial protection of c o m 
merce, oui of a m u c h larger number to be found in our 
statute books. Being liinitetl for room, w e shall refer to 
the above address, and shall here confine ourselves to lour 
acis, which will he amply adequate to establish our posi
tion on this subject. 

T h e attention of congress was early alive to the inter
ests of the mercantile part of the c o m m u n i t y — a n d it has 
never ceased to watch over them with the most laudable 
solicitude. By the second act passed by the first congress, 
the China trade was at one stroke secured to our mer
chants, by a decisive difference in the duties on teas—viz. 

Bohea, per lb. -
Souchong and olher black leas -
On all Hyson teas - - -
On all other green teas 

Id American 
vessels. 
Cent-. 
6 
10 
20 
13 

la foreign 

Cents. 
15 
22 
45 
21 

There was, moreover, a discrimination of ten per cent. 
m a d e by the same act in favour of American tonnage in the 
duties on imports. 

T h e third act had ihe same marked and decided charac
ter. T h e tonnage on foreign vessels was fixed at 50 cents 
— a n d on American only 6. But even this discrimination 
w a s not deemed sufficient; for the former were obliged to 
pay tonnage for every coasting voyage; whereas the latter 
paid but once a year. 
"Our discrimination* operated powerfully in favour of our'hipping. Vessel-

nol of ibe United States, of livo hundred tons burden, oo entering our ports, 
paid twenty pounds sterling lorn-age duty; and for a cargo of the value of 
two thousand pounds sterling, tbcy paid fifteen pounds sterling, extra duty 
more than did ihe vestels of ihe Uoiled Stales, of ihe same tonnage, and la-
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den as aforesaid. These extra charges were sufficient to drive from our 
ports, the grealeil proportion of the foreign tonnage. All foreign nations 
were affected by the system we had adopted. It seemed to operate like magic 
in favour of the ship owner* of Ibe United Stales The diminution uf the fo
reign tonnage employed in our trade, was, with very few exceptions, rapid, 
regular, and permanent. In 1193, our lonosge exceeded lhat of every other 
nation, except one.*'• 

F r o m these facts there is no appeal. T h e y are conclu
sive, and set the question at rest for ever. T h e effect was 
to multiply the American shipping 10 an extent unparallel
ed in the history of c o m m e r c e . T h e following table exhi
bits the results. 

TABLE 
O f the tonnage employed m the Commerce of this country 

for twenty-two years. 

' 1196 
1191 
1193 
1199 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1811 

American vessel*. 
Coasting trade. 

195,423 
214,011 
2'J 1,343 
220,904 
245.295 
--46.255 
260.543 
268.616 
286.840 
301.366 
309,911 
318,189 
381,684 
311,500 
311,114 
386,258 
443,180 
433,404 . 
425,113 
435,066 
419,919 
481,541 

1,310,333 

Foreign trade. 
615,046 
608,108 
522,045 
626,945 
682,811 
849.302 
199,805 
181,424 
821,962 
922.298 

1,044,005 
1,089,816 
525,130 
603,931 
906.434 
948,241 
661,999 
231,348 
59,626 
106,463 
811,031 
180,136 

15,141,632 

Foreign ye-.se ls-
Foreign trade -

49,960 
16,693 
83,568 
109.599 
122,403 
151,210 
145,519 
163,114 
122,141 
81,842 
90,984 
86,180 
41,614 
99,205 
80,316 
33.202 
41,093 
U5,S»1 

* 48,301 
211,316 
259,011 
212,420 

2,459.909 

Total coasting Irade, American tonnage - - - Ions 1,310,333 
Foreign trade do. 15,141,632 

Ameucan tonnage - - - - - . - - 23,051,965 
Foreign tonnage in Foreign trade - . - - 2,459,909 

Grand total 25,511,814 

Peybert294. 

http://ye-.se
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Thus it appears that the merchants have, from the 
commencement of the government, enjoyed an entire 
monopoly of the coasting trade, which employs above 28 
per cent, of the whole of the shipping of the country; and 
above 9i» per cent, of all ihe foreign trade. 

The above two acts were the first passed by our govern
ment in favour of commerce. W e will, as slated above, 
pass over the long list to be found scattered through our 
statute books, and confine ourselves to the two last passed 
with the same v i e w — W c mean the act on the subject of 
plaster of Paris, and that magnanimous national measure of 
prohibiting the entry into our ports, of vessels from those 
colonies of Great Britain, into which our vessels were pro-
hibited-io enter—-an act of the most decisive and energetic 
character. 

Besides the preceding protection to commerce, which, by 
the exclusion of foreign competition, produces the effect so 
much inveighed against in the case of manufactures, of 
" taxing the many for the benefit of the few,*' that is, in 
plain English, of enhancing the price of freight, at the ex
pense of the whole nation, for the benefit of the merchants, 
there is another species of protection extended to com
merce, of a more costly character. It is comprised under 
four heads. Expenses incurred for— 

1. Foreign intercourse— 
2. Barbary powers— 
3. The navy— 
4. War. 
That the first and second items arc chargeable wholly to 

commerce, will not be denied. Some question may arise 
respecting the third—but it is obvious, that for every other 
purpose than tbe protection of commerce, 100,000 dollars 
per annum would be adequate for the navy of the United 
States. The expenses for lour entire years, 1791, 1792, 
1793, and 1794, were below ?u,0O0 dollars. 
O n the subject of the fourth item, there will be slid more 

diversity of sentiment. It requires, however, but a mode
rate portion of candour to admit, that nine-tenths of all ihe 
difficulties we have had with foreign powers, have arisen 
wholly from commerce. From the wholesale depredations 
of 1793, down to the orders in council and the Berlin and 
Milan decrees, every page of our history bears this solemn 
truth in legible characters, that we should have steered 
our bark in peace through alt the tremendous convulsive 

x2 
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struggles of the wars arising from the French revolution, 
but for the collisions caused by our commerce. W e state 
two facts within the knowledge of every m a n acquainted 
with our affairs for the last twenty-five years. W h e n about 
three hundred of our vessels, engaged in the trade with 
the French colonies, were seized iu 1793, w c were in the 
most imminent danger of war—various retaliatory measures 
wer - proposed in congress, among which the sequestration 
of British debts stood conspicuous. Nothing saved the 
country from a recourse to arms at that time, but the in
terference of the president, and the mission of M r Jay to 
London. In I805--6, the depredations were renewed with 
additional violence, and the merchants from Newburyport 
to Baltimore were most importunate in their requisitions 
on congress, for protection and redress, whence arose that 
series of restrictive measures which a few years afterwards 
eventuated in war. 

W c will now state the expense incurred for the naval 
department, foreign intercourse, and Barbary powers, for 
20 years—and for the military department for four, cm-
bracing the three years in which war raged and the suc
ceeding one. 

1196 
1191 
1198 
1199 
1600 
1801 
1802 
1603 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1801 
1S08 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 

"-.aval department. 
214,184 
362,631 

1,381,341 
2,858,081 
3,448,116 
2,111,424 
915.561 

1,215,230 
1,189,832 
1,591,500 
1,649,641 
1,122,054 
1,884,061 
1,421,158 
1,654,244 
1,965,566 
3,969,365 
6,446,600 
1,311,290 
8,660,000 

t̂ .',065,G9l' 

foreign intercourse. 
idsvfsT* 
112.504 
242,111 
199,314 
185,145 
139,851 
416,253 

1,001,968 
1,129,691 
2,625,161 
1,613,922 
419,845 
214,233 
14,918 
48,195 
181,146 
291,321 
153,191 
163,819 
223,181 

|9.6*3,140' 

Borbar-| powers. 
-j.liO 

390,284 
214,161 
12,000 

210,142 
155,285 
134,612 
108,866 
51,063 
142,259 
146,299 
151,980 
90,159 
91,381 
32,511 
83.153 
50,316 
56,110 
13,300 
61,110 

•12,349,568' 

* Seybert, 7]3. 
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Expenia of the military depeatment during the years IS 12, 1813, 1814, 1815. 
1812 - 12,022,198 
1813 - - - - - 19,141,015 
1814 - 20,501,906 
1815 16,209,194 61,486,513-

Aggregate. 
Expense incurred in twenty years for the naval department, 52,065,691 
Foreign intercourse - - - - - 9,615,140 
Barbary powers . . . . 2,349,563 
Military department, for lour year* . . . 61,486,513 
Total $131,516,912 
In order duly to appreciate the proportion these expen
ses bore to our c o m m e r c e , w c annex a statement of the 
exports from the United States for the s a m e twenty years, 
from ::'•<• to 1815, inclusive. 

1196 
1191 -
1198 
1199 . 
1800 
1801 -
1802 
1803 -
1801 
1805 -
1806 
1801 
1808 
1809 -
1810 
1811 -
1812 
1813 -
1614 
1915 -

Domestic hxpoi-t.. 
40,164.091 
29,850.206 
2,621,091 

33,142,522 
31,840,903 
41,413,204 
36,108,189 
42,206,961 
41,461,411 
42,381,002 
41,253,121 
48,699,692 
9,433,546 

31,405,102 
42,366,615 
45,294,043 
30,032,109 
25,008,162 
6,182,212 

45,914.403 

100,606.s:a 

1-oreig-* 1-lxport*. 
28,366.006 
21,000,000 
33,000,000 
45,523,000 
39,130,811 
46,642.121 
35,114,911 
13.594,012 
36,231,591 
53,119,019 
60,283,236 
59,643,558 
62,991,414 
20,191,531 
24,391,295 
16.022,190 
8,495,121 
2,841,845 
145,169 

6,5S3,3SO 

568.583,512 

Domestic exports . . - -
Foreign - - - - - -
Tola! exports - - - - -

Eipeodcd for protection of commerce, as above stated 

100,606,819 
568,683,512 

1,268,190,451 

JIS1.516.9I2 

• Seybert,71*?. 
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It therefore irresistibly follow*., that the actual disburse
ment! for ihe protection of commerce for twenty years* 
have been eleven per cent, of the wboie amount of our ex
ports, domestic and foreign—and nearly twenty per cent. 
of the former. And yet w c repeat, the merchants unite in 
the cry against the expense incurred for the protection of 
manufactures! although the government from iis first es
tablishment has never paid one dollar, as loan, premium,or 
bounty to encourage, foster, or promote that portion of the 
national industry employed in manufactures! 

Let it be observed that the manufacturers, while they 
have been so frequently the objects of jealousy with their 
fellow citizens, have had the magnanimity never to prefer 
a complaint against the protection afTorded to either far
mers or merchants, or the enormous expense incurred in 
defence of the latter. Nor would we wish it understood 
that wc regard the fostering care bestowed on them as 
otherwise than ihe duty of the government. Our object is 
merely to bring the subject fairly before our fellow ciii-sens, 
and to prove that both agriculture and commerce are far 
more adequately protected than manufactures. 

It may be useful to compare our system of " purchasing 
where goods can be had cheapeat," and not " taxing the 
many for the benefit of the few," with that pursued in 
France, and to cast a glance at their results. 

Mons. Chaptal, minister of the Interior, during the reign 
of Bonaparte, published, a few months since, a detailed and 
most exhilarating view of the affairs of France, and of the 
policy that has led to her present prosperity. T h e pro
duct of the manufactures of that country, in 1818, was 
1,820,000,000 francs, composed of the following ilems:— 
Domestic ran materials - - - - - francs 416,000,000 
Foreign do. 186,000,000 
Labour - - - - 844,000.000 
Various expenses, as intereit, firing, repairs, tu. - - 192.000,000 
Porfitiof tbe manufacturer . . . . - 182,000,000 

1,820,000,000 
Equal to about - J36O,O0O,OO0 
France waged the most sanguinary wars for above twen
ty years. She was afterwards crushed hy rapacious and 
depredating armies-—and subject to a miliary contribution 
of above 100,000,000 of dollars. Yet she has already re
covered from all her disasters, and is now the most pros-
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perous nation in Europe. Should the mighty secret be 
aiked by which this all-imporiant change has hi en ctTi cted, 
it is reducible to a few words—she was not afraid of ihe 
idcil danger of » taxing the many for the bn,rfit of the 
few." She protected the industry of her subjects, making 
a small temporary sacrifice for an immense permanent 
benefit While our statesmen were calculating about sav
ing a quarter, or half, or three quarters of a dollar per 
yard, by buying goods in Europe and in the l-.ast Indies, 
she lor a while bought al home at double price, in prefer
ence to purchasing cheap abroad. She trusted that com
petition would produce ihe efleit it has ever pmduced, 
that is, to bring prices to a proper level. T h e maganimous 
policy succeeded—and now affords a rich harvesl of pii-
vatc happiness and public prosperity. W e hove bought 
cheap abroad—and distress overspreads our land! She 
bought dear for a while ai home, and is repaid ten fold for 
ihe temporary sacrifice! 

It is but just lo stale her policy in Chaptal's own words; 
— W e hope they will sink deep into the minds of the slates-
m e n and politicians of this country. 

" O u r casimers cost twenty-five francs per ell, to the 
manufacturer, at the commencement of our operations. 
The English offered them at half price, to the consumer. 
O u r cambrics and calicoes, ill manufactured, cost us seven 
lo eight francs. The English delivered theirs at three. 

" Ought we, therefore, lo have renounced this project of 
manufacturing conquest? N o . It was our duty 10 persist 
and improve. This therefore is the course wc pursued. 
And we have ariived at such a degree of perfection, that 
our industry excites the jealousy of those fiom w h o m w c 
have borrowed it. 

" If during twelve, or fifteen years, in which w c pursued 
our essays, our researches, our experiments, w c had not 
excluded the competition of foreign rival articles by prohi
bitions, I ask of the partisans of fifteen per cent. duty, what 
would have become of this admirable industry, which con
stitutes the ornament, the glory, and the riches of France!"* 
* " Nos casimirs ccutoicnt 25fr. I'aunc au fabricaoi. darts le 
princir-'- et les Anglois offroient les lean au comummaleur. a moitic 
prix. let percalles, les calicols, mal fabrii'iicE, nr.us revertoient a 7 
S 8 l"r. I'lOOe- les Acgkiis los llTroiont a 3 fr 
•' l-'alloit-ill renoncer a ce projet rlc ConquJte manufarturiere? 

Non. il falloit pcrsister et *e perfeelionuer. C'est aussi la marchc 
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Smuggling. 

While ruin was successively swallowing up various ma
nufactures, and reducing to bankruptcy their owners, who 
were shut out of the markets of foreign nations by the wis
dom of those nations—and deprived of their own by the 
want of protection, their prayers and supplications were 
met by a clamour against the danger of smuggling- that 
would arise from high duties. O n this real or supposed 
danger, the changes have been rung from N e w Hampshire 
to Georgia, and from the Atlantic to the Mississippi. It 
bas been regarded as a conclusive and unanswerable argu
ment, and as forming an insuperable bar against making 
such a radical change in the tariff as would afford protec
tion to the manufacturers, whatever might be their suffer
ings 

A n objection which is regarded as so powerful, and which 
closes our ears lo the cries, and shuts our eyes against a 
view of the distresses of so large a body of our fellow citi
zens, ought to be founded on an impregnable basis—and 
demands ihe most rigorous scrutiny before il be admitted 
as onhodox. A n error on such a point is liable to produce 
deleterious consequences. 

W c shall therefore once more investigate the ground on 
which it rests. Reduced to plain English, it i s — 

1. Smuggling is a dreadful and demoralizing evil that 
ought to be avoided. 

2. High duties encourage smuggling. 
3. Therefore hi.-li duties ought to be avoided. 
T o render this syllogism applicable to the case in hand, 

two things arc necessary to be proved. If cither fail, it 
falls lo the ground:— 

1. That the duties requested by, or necessary to afford 
adequate protection to, our manufacturers, would be so 
immoderately high as to encourage smuggling. 
qu'on a ouivie: el nous soinmes arrives a un tel degre de perfec
tion, que noire Industrie excite aujourd'hui la jalousie de la nation 
qui nous I'a traosmisc. 

" Si, pendant douzc a quinze ans qu'ont dure nos csais, no* 
recherche*, nos tatonueiiiens, on u'avoit pas ccarte du coiicoure 
par la prohibition, les produits ctrangcrs, je demande aux parti
sans des 15 pour cent, cc que scroit dcvenue ccllc belle Industrie 
qui fait I'ornement, la gloire et la ricliesse de la France'"—-De 
V Industrie Francoise, torn- II. p. 431. 
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2. That our duties, in general, are calculated on a mo
derate scale, predicated on a dread of the danger of en
couraging smuggling by high duties. 

Neither of these positions is founded. 
W c will specify a few out of a great variety of manufac

tures, which have been cither wholly ruined, or grcaily im
paired in their progress, since the peace, by the inundation 
of rival articles, and hope it will appear lo our readers, that 
the duties might have been raised to double their present 
amount—60 as to preserve the manufactories, without dan
ger of smuggling—and without impairing the revenue. 

Cold Leaf, Slates, 
Linens, Scaling wax, &c. tie. 
Manufactures of flax, 

arc subject to fifteen per cent.— 
Manufactures of Steel, Earthen ware, 

Brass, Japm.ned w»re. 
Glass, Pottery, 
lion. Stone ware. 
Lead, Woollen stockings, 

are subject lo twenty per cent.—And 
Fine cottons, and Woollens, 
are subject to twenty-five per cent. 

Ol these manufactures, several, which, in consequence 
of the exclusion of foreign rivalship. were in a flourishing 
state during Ihe war, have since been laid prostrate. A 
duly of 30 per cent, on some, and 40 on others, would have 
effectually secured them. 

N o w , w e freely appeal to m e n of candour and fairness, 
whether those duties would have been more likely to pro
duce smuggling than the duties w e have stated, on snuff, 
tobacco, rum or gin at sixty or eighty or one hundred per 
cent. ? or those which we shall produce in the next tanle? 

Will it be asserted, thai if pottciy, for instance, had been 
subject to a duty of 6u or 8i" per cent, it would have been 
more likely to be smuggled than any of those arliclesf 
Surely not. T h e idea is inadmissible. 

O n ihe second head, the objection still more completely 
falls to the ground O u r tariff imposes duties on various 
articles extravagantly h i g h . — W c have already slated the 
cases of coiton, cheese, manufactured tobacco, snuff, rum, 
and Geneva. W e proceed to wines, teas, and salt. 
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>be ny wine, per gallon. 

mpenal tea -

i<i'icboog -
to'ira - -
tall, prr bushel 

r*r..-e> 
ce.i«. 
100 
126 
65 
40 
40 
24 
S7 
IS 
16 

Duly. 
cents 
'60 
60 
60 
40 
40 
28 
25 
12 
20 

per *'Cit 
Hi 
48 
18 
100 
100 
116 
98 
90 
126 

T h u s it appears that there are no terrors felt on the sub
ject of smuggling, w h e n those articles are in question 
whic i Jo run interfere with the national industry! O n these 
50. 60, 70, SO, ••), and 125 per cent, are unhesitatingly im
p o s e d . — [Jut w h e n those manufactures are to be duticd, 
of which w e have ihe raw material to thi utmost extent of 
our wants (as, for instance, cottons, and, with s o m e quali
fication as lo present supply, w c might add woollens) w a 
ter power to manufacture them without limitation—and 
industry and enterprise never exceeded in the world—then 
the appalling spectre of smuggling arises, at the mention 
of 35, 40,45, or 50 per cent, to blunt tne feelings of our 
legislators—to ruin a large and valuable portion of our ci
tizen-, —to m a k e us tributaries to all the nations of the civi
lized world, on w h o m our treasures arc wantonly and prodi
gally lavished—and to lear u p by the roots a large portion 
of the productive industry, the wealth, power, and resources 
of the nation!! 

T o these facts w e most earnestly invite the attention of 
those w h o have any thing at stake on the welfare of tlieir 
country. In five years, w e repeat, without war, pestilence, 
or famine, w c have fallen from a lowering eminence into 
an abyss, where w c find bankruptcy; character impaired at 
h o n e and abroad; forced idleness, misery, and distress, 
a m o n g thousands able and willing to work; demoralization; 
emigration of our citizens in quest of an assylum wt,.ch 
their o w n country does n^t afford tli**m; and finally legisla
tive suspensions of payment. W « believe ihe great miss 
of those evils due to ihe policy w e have pursued, the a.iii-
po-tc? of that of all the wise nations ol E u r o p e — b u t -he 
cou:i'--r|>art of thai of Spain and Portugal.—Nothing *an 
aave us i»ui a full and complete protection of the domestic 
industry, which w e fervently pray. n n \ take place without 
* CtMt at the places of shipment respective)"'-
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delay, for the happiness of our citizens, and for the honour 
of our republican torm of government. 

P. S. In order to afford our fellow citizens a fair view 
of the deleterious consequences of the policy we have pur
sued, on the welfare and happiness of this nation, we annex 
authentic documents of the calamitous situation of Phila
delphia and Pittsburg, which afford a practical commentary 
on the delusive system of" buying cheap goodsabroad," and 
unfti lingly consigning our fellow citizens to ruin, and our 
country to a premature decrepitude. T h e destruction has 
been in about the same proportion throughout the state. 

"Philadelphia, Oct.2, 1819. 
" The committee appointed by a meeting of the citizens 

of the city and county of Philadelphia, held on the 21st 
August, at the county court house, to make inquiry into 
the situation of the manufactures of the city of Philadelphia 
and its vicinity, in 1814, 1816, and 181'J, beg leave tore-
port— 

" That they have performed the duty assigned them 
with as much attention as in their power; and regret lhat 
notwithstanding all their diligence, ihey have been unable to 
procure the necessary information from more than thirty 
branches of manufactures, of which they annex the result. 
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llranchcs 
Of 

manufactures. 
|Co(ioo 
Hosiery 
["bread 
Silver Plating 
Smilbery -
Coacb making 
Chemicals 
Hatting 
Carving & Gild
ing 

Potteries 
Tobacco Pipes 
Priming Ink 
Book Printing 
Type t'oundery 
Braw Foundery 
Wire Factory 
Floor Cloth ma

nufactory 
U Miles 
Iron Castings 
Paper making, 

95 rats 
Copper smith's 

and (in ware 
Gonsmithery 
Cabinet making 
Bru-4i making 
P!aittrr& Stucco 
Bricklaying 
Patent t Lamp 
making » 

Morocco Lea. 
iher, &c. 

>'l' making 
Paper hanging & 

playing cards 

No oi liauih 
employed. 

1811 1SI6 
libLi-326 
96 
444 
114 
852 
220 
11 
134 

62 
132 
33 
5 

I9S 
14 

900 
60 

50 
1310 
1093 

950 

11 
154 
ISO 
65 
120 
250 

6 

6S 
110 

189 
9188 

48 
191 
210 
750 
185 
52 
172 

121 
132 
33 
5 

241 
90 

240 
2* 

30 
1226 
1152 

950 

•n 
124 
250 
11-
150 
300 

6 

111 
200 

168 
9672 

1819 
111 
29 
20 
30 
149 
61 
1G 
60 

24 
27 

none 
1 

170 
42 
80 
6 

25 
260 
52 

175 

36 
95 
70 
50 
90 
150 

1 

84 
100 

8? 
.'is; 

Average-value of tbeir Value '>f e 
labour per week. 

1814 ' 1816 
ft375 
461 
4 24 
900 
9 00 
9 00 
6 63 

7 50 
5 48 
4 17 
7 00 
7 70 
435 
6 33 
G67 

0 00 

-»8 67 
4 47 
3 50 
8 00 
8 00 
9 00 
7 55 

8 50 
5 48 
4 17 
700 
7 21 
4 32 
600 
700 

6 00, 
3 12'; 312-j 
6 44 6 62> 

5 00 

5 75 
7 23 
7 00 
6 00 
8 00 
900 

150 
8 26 
6 43 

2 70 

I 
5 00 

5 75 
3 75 
700 
750 
10 00 
10 00 

750 
7 66 
7 50 

3 36 

1-119 
J4 6 > 

3 61, 
600 
600 
800 
6 44 

5 83 

700 
5 83 
4 46 
500 
7 60 

450 
3I2J 
1164 

500 

200 
.8 67 
700 
500 
7 00 
800 

700 
8 52 
5 52 

3 8 
I 

iiufaci-ireii per week 
ISM .S16 ISI9 

j> 27380 i 
178 S82 

2690! Il|8 
34201 3200 
15036 18500 
6600 4625 

.145 
600 
1732 
1S7S 
629 

5479 2755" 

2272 
2567 

1560 

2581 

2800 

2272 

800 

3812; 
2145 1759 

j 
2688 1200 

5368 

1 

i2548 

" T h e following is a list of the branches of business, on 
which w e found it impracticable to procure the necessary 
1 n to r m i 1 i nn • 

Shotmakers 
Plumbers 
Coopers 
Umbrella makers 
Bookbinders 
Sugar bakers 
Chocolate makers 

Stone cut ten 
Glass manufacturers 
Brewers 
Tanners 
Comers 
Djers 
Brick makers 
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Snuffand tobaeet* uianufaclorers 
Carpenters 
Painters and glaziers 
Manofacturen of gunpowder 
Shoemakers 
Engravers 

Chair makers 
Clovers 
Embroiderers 
Calico printers 
Turners 
Wbeelrights, &c. be. " It is obvious that these branches must have partaken 

of the general decay of business—but it is impossible to 
ascertain in what proportion. 

*' W e do not pretend that the above statements are cri
tically exact. It is obvious, that it would be hardly possi
ble to render them so, unless they were collected officially 
by public authority. But from the characters of the citi
zens w h o have furnished our data, w e can confidently assert, 
lhat if there be any errors- ihey are neither numerous nor 
important; and that any slight excess in some is amply 
counterbalanced by deficiencies in others; of the latter des
cription some have already fallen within our knowledge. 

,9nalysis of tht preceding table. 

Persons employed 
\\ cckly wages 
Wage* per annum 

Average of 
1811. and 1816. 

9,425 
58,340 

83,033,779 

1319. 

-'.1 r, 

666^744 

Diminution. 

7.286 
45,5 IS 

2.3G6.935 
" Thus in Ibe ariiclc of wages alone, there i- in Ibirly branches of mana-

faelore. an actual loss or 2,366,935 
11 Supposing the materials only equal to th» wages, 

they amount lo 2,366,9ft 
" Annual amount of productive industry smotuered by 

our present system 4,733,370 
" In ibis tily, and vicinity, there arc, it appears, 7,288 

persons thrown idle. A n d it is far from unreasonable to 
presume, that on every person thus deprived of employ
ment, at least iwo other persons depend. Hence it follows 
that no less than 21,864 persons arc bereft ol maintenance 
in thirty branches of business, in one single district of no 
great extent, not forty miles in diameter. 

" T h e pecuniary loss arising from this state of things 
m a y be calculated with tolerable certainty. But w h o can 
calculate tbe injuries of another description that flow from 
it? T h e demoralization lhat necessarily results from want 
of employment, and its attendant dissipation? T h e heart
rending pangs fell by parents, whose prospects of supporting 
their families are blighted and blasted? T h e numerous es-
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timablc females accustomed to earn a subsistence by spin
ning, and other employments adapted to their sex, and 
whose wants and distresses may force them to a life of 
guilt and wretchedness? T h e vice and immorality, to which 
children are exposed by a career of idleness? In a word, the 
fle»Kl of evils, moral and political, which are let loose on 
society, by the existing state of things? 
•• Il would far exceed the bounds of this report, to enter 

into details on those various branches of business. This 
must be left to the reflection of our citizens and of the le
gislature of the United States, who alone are competent 
to apply a remedy to the existing evils. But w c cannot 
forbear casting a glance at one particular branch, in order 
to establish the impolicy of our system. 
'• T h e basis of the paper manufacture is a raw material, 

completely worthless for any other purpose. All the pro
duce of it, therefore, is clear gain to the community, and a 
solid substantial addition to the wealth of the country. 
W c therefore exhibit a comparative view of the state of 
this branch in 1816, and 1819. 

1816. 
Workmen employed 950 
Annual wages " 247,000 
Annual produciion 760,000 
Tons of rags worked up 2,600 
-' Thus in one single branch, of little comparative im

portance, an annual loss of 624,000 dollars is incurred in 
the vicinity of this city; and 775 persons are rendered "des
titute of employmentAnany of them men and women with 
large families. Tin's is independent of the sacrifice of the 
capital of the employers, which in many cases is reduced 
to one half of iis former value. 

" W e beg leave to repeal, what we staled in our former 
report, that most of these manufactures arc prostrated not 
for want of protecting duties, but in consequence of tilts 
general impoverishment of the couniry, arising principally 
from the want of protection lo the great leading branches 
of cotton, wool, and iron. A large portion of our manu
factures, including the chief of those depending on manual 
labour, have succeeded completely; and it is a singular and 
striking fact, notwithstanding the high price of labour is 
so often urged against the encouragement, and against the 
chance of success of manufactures here, that we yield the 
palm chiefly in those branches depending on machinery, 
in which, from our numerous mill-seats, w c have advan
tages beyond any nation in Europe." 

1819. 
175 

46,900 
36,000 
472 

Diminution. 
775 

202,000 
624.000 
2,128 



A statement of the comparative extent and value of the Manufactures of Pitts
burg and vicinity in u\e years 1815 and 1819, Reported to a town meeting, 

Dec.U. 1819. 

M A N U F A C T O R I E S . 

Steam Engine Factories -
Foundenes and Iron casting 
Iron and Nail Factories -
Blacksmiths and Whitesmiths 
Glass Manufactories and Glass Cot 

ting" -
Hat Manufactories • •* 
Woollen Factories and Hosiery 
Saddlers 
Breweries -
White and Red Lead Factories -
Tobaccooists - - - -
ra»« Founderies -

Ropcmakiug -
Saddletree Factories -
Tin Factories and Coppersmiths 
Chair Factories and Cabinet Makioj 
Silverplating'- . . . 
Cotloo Factories -
Plane Makipg -
Wire Weaving - - - -
Wire Hiking 
Button Making * 
Umbrella Making -
Piano Forte Making 
Taylor* -
Shoemakers - - - -
Patent Balances, Scales and Steel
yards - - -

Yellow Queensware -
Pipe Making -
Linen Factory - - - -
Wagon Muking and Wheelwrights 
Paper Making -
Auger Makers, Bellows Makers, 
Brush Makers, Cotton Spinners, 
Weavers, Curriers, Cutlers, 
Locksmiths, Spinning Machine 
M • i ••..: .' r • i :.. i •. Tallow Chand
ler*, Pattern Maker*, Silver
smith*, Gunsmiths, and Soapboilers 

I f 

les 
65 
80 
189 
89 
OS 
88 
te 
86 
48 
36 
1 
SB 
100 
66 
li 
42 
20 
H 
B 
t 
2 
4 

66 
140 
10 
8 
3 
20 
40 
50 

1*16 

3 -

300,000 
190,000 
241,200 
90,000 
235,000 
122,000 
48,600 
90,100 
91,060 
110,000 
45,850 
49,633 
30,000 
29,900 
200,000 
90,000 
32,460 
42.000 
25,000 
12,000 
21,000 
6,260 
1,600 
2,000 

65,000 
125,500 
10,000 
10,000 
M 

25,000 
40,000 
40,000 

19S'O00 

1,960 2,617,833 

li 
is 

41 
$0 
1 
tt 
1 
SI 
U 
16 
1 
M 
4< 
0 
10 
1 
0 

50 

4 
0 
0 
0 

so 
10 

67; 

Si? 

40,00* 
80.000 
40,500 
40,000 
35,100 
50,200 
16,150 
36,000 
35,000 
35,000 
27,550 
11,700 
15,000 
14,000 
45,000 
24,500 
8,500 

0 
9,500 
6,000 

0 
2,100 

0 
700 

28,500 
49,000 
3,500 

0 
18,500 
30,000 

130,000 

832,000 
(Signed) G E O R G E SUTTON, 1 

H E N R V D O A N E . } Committee. 
Pittsburg, December 24th, 1819. ROB. PATTERSON, j 

* O n Flint Glass alone, tbe reduction has been f 75,000. 
T 2 
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The following memorial, adopted at a late town meeting in 
Pittsburg, is now in extensive circulation in the western 
country. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress assembled. 

W e , the people of the western counties of Pennsylvania, 
suffering under great and numerous evils, arising, as wc 
believe, from the erroneous policy of the government in re
lation to domestic manufactures—ask leave to approach 
your honourable bodies, and solicit a redress of our grie
vances. Upon a subject already exhausted by discussion, 
any reasoning drawn from general principles is unnecessary. 
W e need not now reiterate the arguments so often advan
ced by the friends of domestic manufactures, and which yet 
stand unanswered and unanswerable. Nor shall wc now 
remind your honourable bodies, of the mournful anticipa
tions, which, in a great variety of ways, were brought be
fore congress at the time the present tariff of duties was 
established, and the next session afterwards. It is sufficient 
lo say, that the predictions of those days arc more than ve
rified; lhat the present actual distress far surpasses in depth 
3iid extent ihe forebodings of those who were then deemed 
the most visionary. 

T o present to congress a faithful picture of the present 
stale of the country would be an impracticable task. 

The sacrifice of estates, the ruin of families, and all the 
complicated miseries of private suffering, which pervade 
the country, exceed any powers of description. 

Agriculture is declining, and interior trade is nearly ex
tinguished. 

Foreign goods have banished ihe precious metals from 
'he land; and domestic manufactures, the greatest resource 
of our wealth and prosperity, arc in the last struggles of 
dissolution. 

Establishments which gave employment and sustenance 
to thousands, are idle. 

A n immense capital, invested in more auspicious days, 
has become perfectly- dormant, and the whole country is 
overspread with despendency and gloom. 

In this siate of general suffering, the eyes of flic people 
arc turned to the constitutional guardians of their welfare. 
W e indulge the confident hope, that the wisdom and the 
justice of congress will be cxcrlcd to save the country. 

It is most obvious, that no temporising measures will 
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avail. The wants, the calamities of the people demand an 
interposition radical in its character, and vigorous in the 
means of its accomplishment. Every man of reflection 
sees and feels, that the excessive use of foreign goods has 
brought our country to the verge of destruction, and that 
nothing short of permanent and ample patronage to our own 
manufactures, can afford any relief. T h e fallacy of buying 
at the cheapest market no longer stands in our way: nor 
will congress be again alarmed with the danger of impos
ing regulations upon trade. W e have practical lessons on 
these subjects, infinitely more instructive than the dreams 
of political economists. T h e cheapest market has already 
extracted the life blood of the country, and the want of re
gulations upon trade, has made us the tributaries of a for
eign people. 

M e n whose fortunes are staked upon the ruin of manu
factures, have essayed lo keep in repute the old illusion of 
a foreign market for the productions of agriculture, and 
have ascribed our embarrassments to the great number of 
ephemeral banks, and the inundation of spurious paper. 
Experience has tested this reasoning also, and fixed upon 
it the seal of refutation. 

W c look in vain throughout the world for a market. 
Agricultural produce has no value but at home, and the 
drain of gold and silver has shaken the stability of the 
wealthiest banks in the union. 

All confidence is impaired, and distrust is becoming as 
rooted as it is universal. Still our foreign debts are un
paid, and their burden, stupendous in magnitude, hangs 
like the inextricable mill-sionc about the people's necks. 
T o devise palliatives against impending ruin is worse thaa 
idle. W h e n its cause stands in the clearest light, and is 
even admitted by many of the rankest foes of manufactures, 
does not every consideration that gives value to free gov
ernment, require its extirpation? 

Despotism itself is tender of social rights, and under it 
private property is generally sacred. Is a republican gov
ernment so dear to man for its name alone? Has it a fore
sight less keen, a patriotism less ardent, a vigor less prompt 
and efficacious than monarchy? 

In Great Britain, government is the ally of domestic in
dustry. A rivalship tending to prostrate manufactures, 
would be resisted by iis whole power. Shall an American 
congress do less? 
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We are not the enemies of commerce. We wish its pro
tection at every hazard. But wc arc not in the number of 
those who think that government was instituted to subserve 
the interests of commerce alone. The people of ihe Unit
ed States have other rights not less dear, and other inter
ests equally precious, which fall within the scope of impar
tial legislation. And while commerce exacts its annual 
millions from the treasury, tbcy ask, that their own manu
factures may not wither and perish through the cold ne
glect of their own government. 

W c are no longer a neutral nation, busied in gathering 
the harvest of European conflicts.—The state of the world 
is changed, and our domestic policy must be adapted lothe 
permanent relations of peace. 

The subject to which wc have presumed to call the at
tention of congress, is worthy iheir earliest consideration. 
Clouds and darkness hang over the prosperity and the hopes 
of the couniry—the pow*;r of the national government is 
alone adequate to the crisis. Partial restrictions, or expe
dients calculated for a temporary relief, will but protract 
the mischief. While the luxuries of the Indies snail be 
burdened, as they ought to be, with accumulated duties; it 
is hoped that the arm of government will be outstretched in 
the general defence—that every species of manulacture, of 
which the raw material is produced at home, will receive 
immediate, decided, and permanent protection. Those who 
would limit the care of government, 10 particular branches 
of manufactures, have taken a very imperfect survey of the 
wants and means of the country. W e disdain all narrow 
views. W e deprecate the sordid jealousies of sections and 
climates of the same nation. Reposing ihe highest confi
dence in the wisdom of congress, wc ask iliem to protect 
the whole people, to foster every branch of the national in
dustry, and especially to guard the infancy of our manufac
tures from the baneful competition of foreign nations. This, 
and this only will produce a substantial and permanent re
dress of the grievances that afflict our country. 

It has been often argued lhat the proposed system of do
mestic manufactures, would impair ihe resources of the 
treasury. What are its resources at the present moment! 
Commerce has already suffered an alarming decay. The 
peace and the rivalship of Europe oppose eternal obstacles 
to its renovation. Under the ptesent operations of trade, 
better times arc hopeless, and the general pecuniary ex-
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haustion will blast the revenue itself. How can a republi
can government be rich, while the people are poor? 

A Sermon delivered at Litchfield, on the day of the Anni
versary thanksgiving, December 2, 1819. By l.vman 
Beecher, pastor of the first church of Christ in Litchfield. 

ECCLESIASTF.S. V. 9. 

Moreover the profit of the earth is for all; the king him
self is served by the field. 

The most obvious truths are frcqucnilv the most over
looked. N o fact is more manifest, than the dependence of 
society upon the labours of the husbandman; and no fact, 
of so much importance, is perhaps less realized. In an 
extended machinery where every movement obeys one 
mij-luy impulse, the reality of the power may be obvious, 
and ihe apprehension of it be prevented, by those very 
movements, which are the evidence of its energy. In 
like manner, the employments of men are so various from 
the throne downward, and our eye is so filled with this va
riety, that agriculture, the spring of this extended action) 
is liable to be thrown into forgctfulness, by the abundant 
evidence of its power. But let the sun for one year with
hold his ordinary smiles, and the clouds their accustomed 
treasure, and the earth her increase, and the paralytic 
shock, extended to every limb of the body politic, will 
quickly indicate where is ihe scat of life, and what is the 
spring of motion. W h e n the fields languish, no subsiiute 
for their product can be found, and our dependence upon 
God and the husbandman is realized. . 

Convened at this time, in accordance with the dictates of 
religion, the exhortation of the supreme executive nf the 
state, and the immemorial usacc of our faiheis, to render 
praise lo G'*d for the mercies of the past year, and associated 
in this employment with a greater portion of the nation than 
have ever at one time observed this delightful anniversary) 
I have thought that the means of national prosperity, might 
be an appropriate subject of contemplation. 

The general nature of the subject will not, it is presum
ed, prevent our interest in il, when it is considered that the 
present is a period of xreat embarrassment, brought upon us 
in a time of peace and of great fruitfulncss of the earth: 
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brought upon us of course by our own indiscretions, and 
dWnanding the efforts of the government and the families 
of tbe nation, to apply a remedy. 

An outline only can be given in the illustration of so ex
tensive a subject; but if that be correct, your own discre
tion may supply the filling up A m o n g the means of na
tional prosperity we mention. 

First— Tie encouragement, and successful prosecution of 
agriculture. 

There is no wealth of nations which is not obtained from 
the earth; and no wealth yielded by ihe earth but as the con
sequence of cultivation. The curse of barrenness can 
neither be repealed nor mitigated but by the hand of in
dustry; while at her touch the earth opens her bosom and 
pours out her munificence. T h e indolent cannot prosper. 
Their affairs will rush into confusion, and end in naked
ness and shame. Inspiration has told usages since what the 
providence of God has not to this day failed lo verify: " T h e 
hand of the diligent shall bear rule; but the slothful shall be 
under tribute." •• H e liecometh poor that dealcih with a slack 
hand; but the hand of the diligent makcth rich." " T h e way 
of the slothful man is as an hedge of thorns;'' he is always 
embarrassed in his affairs, and moves onward as if cutting 
his way at every step through an hedge of thorns. " H e 
that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a 
great waster." " T h e desire of the slothful killeth him, 
for his hand refuseth to labour,'*—his desire is abundance of 
idleness, and it prevents exertion and destroys him. 
, " T h e slothful man saiih there is a lion without, 1 shall 
be slain in the street,'1—The efforts of industry are as terri
fic to him a*> the thoughts of meeting a lion. " Slothful-
ncss casieth into a deep sleep the idle soul." " By much 
slothl'ulness the building decayeth, and througb idlcnessof 
the hands the house droppeih through." u Yet a little sleep, 
a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep. So 
shall thy poverty come as one lhat travellelh, and thy want 
as an armed man.'' " The soul of the slothful dcsircth and 
hath nothing; but the soul of the diligent shall be fat." •' The 
sluggard will not plough by reason of.the cold—therefore 
shall he beg in harvest and have nothing." " I went by 
the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man 
void of understanding—and lo! it was all grown over with 
thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and 
the stone wall thereof was broken down." Did any of you 
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ever behold such a farm? Never, in the hand of the dili
gent man; and never otherwise, in the hand of the sloth
ful. The passages recited disclose the invariable laws of 
Providence in respect to the consequences of industry and 
sloth. Forests will not fall, and harvests will pot wave, 
without labour. T h e family composed of inefficient m e m 
bers cannot thrive, and the nation composed of such fami
lies must be tributary to those nations whose policy pro
tects and stimulates national industry. 

The product of agricultural enterprise, remaining after 
the wants ol the husbandman are supplied, is the sustenance 
and the means of wealth to that whole portion of society de
voted 10 omcr employments. If the husbandman lias nothing 
to spare, by whom shall the professional man be fed? V\ hairaw 
materml shall the artizan manufacture? Or what product 
of "industry shall the merchant barter? Cut Hie sinews of 
agricultural enterprise, and reduce the ambition of the 
husbandman to the simple supply of his own Wants, and 
you consign to famine every professional man, slop ihe 
movement of every machine, silence the hum of business 
in cities, furl every sail opened to the favouring gale, 
and recall from the ocean every ship, to rot in ignoble in
dolence beside the dock. T h e surplus product of the 
farm is the spring of universal activity, without which ci
vilized society would fall back upon barbarism. 

Agriculture may be encouraged, by awarding honour to 
the employment, in accordance with its utility; by associa
tions and premiums for the collection and dissemination of 
agricultural knowledge; and by the excitement ol a spirit 
of improvement in ail kinds of husbandry; by the improve
ment of roads, the construction, of canals, and multiplica
tion of the various facilities of inland navigation; and by 
wise acts of legislation, calculated to secure ihe husband
m a n a steady market and a fair price. 

With respect to honour, as an encouragement to indus
try, I intend not merely verbal applause: much less of
fering incense to pride By honour rendered lo the ag
riculturist, 1 intend, lhat practical estimation whicu gives 
to him his relative place and weight in society, according to 
his intelligence, his virtues, and his usefulness. 

That employment which God assigned to man in a state 
of innocency, and re-enjoined upon him after his exile h- in 
Eden, and the commencement of Hie work of salvut* n, 
which is so congenial lo health, courage, strength of body, 
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vigour of intellect, patriotism, piety, morals, domestic en
joyment, and national wealth, ought not to be in equity, 
and will not be in policy, regarded as second in respectabi
lity to any employment whatever- M u c h less can it be re
garded as a vulgar or mean employment. 

Slaves may toil at the crack of the whip, and tenants in 
despotic coun'ries may receive with gratitude from the 
landlord the privilege of ignoble industry. Bui freemen, 
the enlightened, independent owners of the soil, will not 
cultivate the eanh in disgrace. That portion of the popu
lation besi qualified, by vigour of intellect and capacity of 
knowledge, to guide the process of national agriculture, 
wid escape from it ;o other employments more honoured. 
The consequence will be, that these will be overstocked, 
and that agriculture will languish, both for want of hands 
to till the earth, and for being thrown inlo the hands of 
the least intelligent and vigorous class of the community. 
1 intend that honour, then, which leaves the way open to 
the farmer, to the best society and to the highest pub
lic honours of the nation; not without appropriate qualifica
tions, merely bcrause he is a firmer, but unobstructed, 
Whenever qualified, by any relative disgrace attached to 
the employment. I intend lhat estimation of the agri
culturist, which shall illustrate the proverb, " Seest thou 
a man diligent in business; lie shall stand before kings; he 
shall not stand before mean men." 

T o supersede the necessity of repetition, I would here 
observe, that the honour due to the husbandman should be 
awarded upon the same terms to the mechanic and manu
facturer, and to thai entire class of the community who 
sustain their families and bless their country by manual 
labour. That nation cannot be prosperous and free, whose 
labouring population are consigned to relative ignominy. 
T h e hard hand of labour must not be Hie token of disgrace, 
but the badge of honour.—The Romans prospered while 
toil was honourable, and were enslaved only when the 
sword and sceptre fell into 'he hands of the effeminate. 
Let the road to honour and influence be open alike to all 
classes of society, and Ihe competition be thai only of in
tellect, knowledge, enterprise, and virtue, while ignorance, 
indolence, and immorality constitute the only impediment to 
public fivour; and the Heart of national industry will be 
cheerful, and the arm of national industry will be strong, 
and the consequence will be, contented families, and na-
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tional wealth.—We shall have no mobs of discontented la
bourers to annoy us—and no standing armies to protect and 
enslave us. , 

Agricultural societies bring together the respectable 
agriculturists of a district, give them a place in the public 
eye, and induce the respectable characters of the other 
departments of society to pay to the husbandman their tri
bute of respect. They tend also to increase judicious ex
periments, to quicken the eye of observation, lo collect and 
disseminate the scattered result* of individual experience, 
as well as to afford lhat excitement to industry, which 
honour and profit fail not to afford. Those countries of 
F.urope, which have carried their improvements in agri
culture to the highest state of perfection, have resorted to 
such associations, and experienced their benign effect. 

T h e improvement of roads shortens- often the distance 
to market, increases the amount transported, diminishes the 
muscular toil, and other wear and tear, of transportation, 
while it increases the value of the surplus produce, and di
minishes the price of imported articles. Those, therefore, 
who improve the highways of their country, stand high on 
the list of national benefactors. That entci prise especial
ly should be honoured with public approbation, which con
nects the profit of the present generation, with the comfort 
and advantages of ages to come. T h e Appian W a y , paved 
by ihe Censor, whose name it bears, remains in many parts 
entire to this day, alter the tread of more than two thou
sand years;—and there are bridges which have witnessed 
for ages the descending flood, and borne across them the 
labours of industry. 

Canals, connecting rivers and lakes with the ocean, break 
down ihe distance of three or four hundred miles land trans
portation, bring the market to the farmer's door, and save 
millions annually, as the increased reward of industry, and 
as capital lor more extended enterprise. 

By the application of steam to the navigation of rivers, 
the most rapid currents are overcome, and the same bark 
that horc down the flood ihe abundance of harvest, brings 
back the reward augmented by the cheapness of the trans
portation, and the rapidity of the return. 

I have mentioned a steady market, and a fair profit, as 
among the encouragements to be afforded to agriculture. 
N o human skill can indeed control the elements, or regu
late the seasons, so as lo secure the equable fruUfulness of 

z 
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the earth, in this or other climes; or so control the family 
of nations as to prevent the fluctuations of demand and 
price, occasioned by the interchange of peace and war. But 
m u c h ma) be done, by a wise policy, to check these fluc
tuations of the market, and especially to withhold them 
from extremes, which are destructive to national industry. 
N o calamity is greater than a capricious market, baffling 
the sober extended calculations of industry, and converting 
the husbandmen ol a nation into a body of speculators.— 
Tempting at one time, by high prices, to adventurous pur
chases and lavish family expenses, and then by the glut of 
the market and the fall of produce, dashing the hopes of 
thousands of families, and rearing upon their ruins a mooted 
aristocracy. A steady market, and a fair profit, for ihe pro
duct of ihe field, is among the greatest national blessings, 
and noblest objects of national policy. Like the steady at
traction of ihe sun, it keeps up the motion of surrounding 
bodies, and like his light, diffuses cheerfulness and activity 
thiough all the works of God. With these remarks in view, 
I a m prepared lo say, 

Secondly— That the protection and encouragement of 
manufactures is essential to national prosperity. 

Manufacturing establishments, by the introduction of ma
chinery and the division of labour, save time, and give us the 
consequences, while they save the sustenance and wages of 
increased population. They afford employment aiso to 
classes of the community which would otherwise be idle, 
or less usefully employed; call into action Ihe diversity of 
talents with which God has endowed men, and lay open to 
the active mind of enterprise a greater choice of employ
ment, and more powerful excitements to industry. Bui the 
vital utility of manufactures consists in their subserviency 
to agriculture, by affording to ihe husbandman a near and 
steady home market, and by diminishing the competition of 
ex polled produce in foreign markets, increasing the demand 
and tbe price. It gives him Ihe advantage of two markets 
instead of one.—The home market a steady one, and ihe 
foreign market less fluctuating and more productive than if 
glutted by the entire surplus product of a great agricultu
ral nation. In the mean time, instead of quickening the 
industry and augmenting the resources of other nations, wc 
stimulate ihe industry and augment the capital of our own 
nation. W e secure the entire fast capital of the manuCac-
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lurer, and all the circulating medium, necessary to keep 
his machines in motion, and to speed ihe plough, beside 
the whole annual profit of manufacturing the raw material. 
A single fact will make the subject plain. In England the 
annual proceeds of her manufactures of cotton, woollen, 
linen and leather, amount to 85,000,000/. sterling. The cost 
of the raw materia' is 22,000,000/. sterling, and the gain in 
value, by manufacturing the taw material, is 63,000,000/. 
sterling. N o w suppose that England could acquire from 
her own territory this whole raw materia); would it be her 
wisdom to neglect her own agriculturist, and send this 
22,000,00c/. sterling abroad, to stimulate the agrit.ulture of 
other nations?—Or having on hand the raw material, will 
she scud them three thousand miles across the ocean, and 
pay for the transportation and re-transportation; and 63/»00, 
000/. sterling beside for the manufacture, and drain herself 
to bankruptcy of her circulating medium, lo pay the annual 
debt? Could England al this rate have sustained her navy 
upon every wave, and stood collected in her strength against 
the assault of ihe civilized world, and at length have sub
sidized one half of it to fight her battle*, and conquer for 
her universal peace? England belter understands the way 
to wealth. By protecting her agriculture, commerce, and 
manufactures, she has laid under contribution the world 
around her, and made herself mistress of nations. National 
industry is national wealth. That policy which secures pro-
duciivc employment to the greatest portion of the popula
tion of a nation, consults her highest prosperity. But this 
can be accomplished so effectually, by no means, as by 
making the manufaclurers of the nalion ihe customers of 
the farmer, and the farmers the customers of the manufac
turer. If wc would be independent in reality, of other na
tions, w e must encourage agriculture, by the steady demand 
of a home market, and secure within ourselves the capital 
which results from the manufacture of our own raw mate
rials. T h e foreign market is always precarious and par
tial from the vicissitudes of peace and war, plenty and 
want, as well as from restrictions upon imports endlessly 
varied by nations to protect from foreign competition the 
industry of their own subjects. In this manner, foreign na
tions exert an efficient legislation over our substance, and 
raise or sink the value of our property, often from fifteen 
10 fifty per cent. Such a stale of uncertainly, and subjec
tion lo foreign caprice, no nation ought to endure. In time 
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of war, if wc depend on foreign markets, our produce is 
often excluded from its accustomed market, and our supply 
of imports, made necessary by habit, comes to us, at enhanc
ed prices, and finds us with our produce rotting upon out-
hands, and without the means of purchase. 

But the mosl fatal evil of dependence on foreign manu
factures and foreign markets is, the temptation to overtra
ding, and the drain of specie from the country, to pay ihe 
balance of our imports above our exports. A state of things 
more ruinous than war; and which at this moment is filling 
the land with bankruptcies and distress, beyond the calami-
lies of any war in which we have been engaged. 

A civilized nalion cannot conduct its business by barter. 
— T h e r e must exist a circulating medium, the representa
tive of properly, to a sufficient extent to answer the purpo
ses of the exchange of properly. But where, by the im
portation of foreign manufactures, a' debt is contracted 
abroad, to a greater amount than the surplus of raw mate
rials will pay for, the difference must be paid in specie. 
This will occasion annually a diminution of the solid cir
culating medium, and this, an increase of paper credit, as 
extensive, and for as long a lime as the folly of the borrow
er and the capital of the banks will permit. This abundance 
of paper currency depreciates the support of all who live 
upon a specific monicd income, lempts to adventurous spec
ulations in trade, and to indiscreet expenses in the family, 
while, by the smiling aspect of seeming prosperity, it hides 
from the thoughtless multitude the day of destruction.— 
For the banks, at length, alarmed at the disappearance of 
specie, which the adverse balance of trade has borne to 
oihcr lands, and at the extent of credit to which the desire 
of gain has tempted them, retrench at once their discounts, 
and call upon their customers to pay their debts. These, 
ihe venders of foreign manufactures over the face of the 
nation, call upon the consumers to pay iheir debts. But 
the paper medium is retrenched, and the solid medium of 
trade is gone, and the payment in money cannot be m a d e — 
aud in lands and other kinds of capital it cannot be made but 
al a sacrifice of one half and two thirds of the real value. 
And now commences a scene of failure and fraud, and sa
crifice of property, of blasted hopes and family distress, of 
national embarrassment and slagnation of business, which 
beggars description. This evil is radical in the system of 
hiring other mtiona to manufacture for us; for as long as 
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32,000,000/ sterlingof rawmatcrial costs 63,000,000/manu
factured and wc have only the price of our raw materials 
to pay the hire of foreign workmen, to whatever extent we 
trade, a monied capital must leave the country to pay the 
adverse balance. A steady stream of money, entering the 
couniry al one end, would wind its way through it, and find 
its way out of it, in spite of standing armies to prevent. 
Whereas, if our wants are supplied by our own manufac
turers, though we should over-trade, the debt is contracted 
among ourselves, and the representative of property is at 
hand, to facilitate the sale of solid capital at a fair price; 
and then the only evil will be, that they who live beyond 
iheir income must part with iheir capital: and, if they will 
not consent to retrench their expenses, must go down to 
poverty. But no such earthquake as now rocks the nation, 
and throws in many places the income and capital of the 
farmer, merchant, and manufacturer, into one common heap 
of ruin, can possibly exist in a time of peace and of prolific 
agricultural enterprise.—For though wc arc in debt, our 
distress is not occasioned by want of capital enough to pay 
our debts, but by such a want of circulating medium, as 
that fast properly cannot be sold but at a destructive sacri
fice. The recurrence of such a state of things, manufac
turing establishments in our own country would to a great 
extent prevent, and no other remedy would seem to- be 
adequate and permanent. 

T o say lhat families must be more industrious, and live 
within their income, is good advice, which I intend to in
culcate; but to expect that the families of a nation will do 
this, in the presence of a market stocked with cheap foreign 
merchandize, and so limit by their discretion the national 
consumption, as to prevent ihe balance of trade against us, 
and the drain of specie to pay it, is to dispense wiih our 
knowledge of human nature, and build castles for national 
security upon the air. The same families, when the smart
ing of their folly has passed away, will repeat ihcjr folly; 
and other families, that every year come upon the stage, 
will tread heedlessly on, in the footsteps of their predeces
sors. 

If there ever was a subject which demanded govern
mental wisdom to prevent the evils of individual indiscre
tion,,amounting to national calamity, it would seem to be 
that of limiting the national consumption of foreign manu
factures, by fostering our own, thus preventing the adverse 

z2 
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balance of trade, and securing the steady presence of a. 
circulating medium; adequate to the exigencies of nation
al enterprise. 

But the only adequate encouragement to manufactures, 
and safeguard against periodical embarrassments, would 
seem to be the protection of manufactures, by such duties 
on imported fabrics as shall exclude the great capitalists 
of Europe from a destructive competition with our infant 
establishments. 

T h e voluntary preference given to domestic manufac
tures by patriotic associations and individuals, though ho
nourable and desirable, can never be made sufficiently uni
versal to prevent the inundation of the market from abroad, 
or sufficiently inflexible and enduring to resist the temp
tations to cupidity, where policy makes temporary sacrifi
ces to undersell, with the view of remuneration, when our 
establishments arc in the dust. 

None of the great manufacturing establishments of Eu
rope have arisen without governmental protection, from the 
effects of foreign competition; nor with all their experience, 
strength of capital, capacity of credit, and extent of cus
tom, dare they expose them, even now, to foreign compe
tition. They stand as the apple of the eye, environed by 
prohibitory and protecting acts of legislation. But if these 
immense establishments, in the maturity of age, and sus
tained by such capitals, cannot stand before competition, 
how shall our establishments rise from infancy to manhood, 
in the face of such gigantic opposition. 

Is the demoralizing influence of manufacturing establish
ments feared? A statistical account of pauperism and crimes, 
in three counties of England, most decidedly agricultural, 
and three the most decidedly manufacturing, furnished by 
Colquhoun, decidas, that in the three manufacturing coun
ties, the paupers are eight in an hundred, in the agricultu
ral about fourteen in an hundred, and that in the manufac
turing counties there is one criminal to every twenty-five 
hundred, and in the agricultural, one to every sixteen hun
dred; completely overturning the received opinion concern
ing the immoral tendencies of manufacturing establish
ments, as drawn from the experience of England. Bui LI 
in England their effcel were peculiarly adverse to moral
ity, it would not follow that in this country their effect 
would be the same. N o reasoning is more conclusive than 
that which includes, as its premises, matters of fact, and 
yet none through inadvertence is more liable to fallacy; for 



Means of National Prosperity. 271 

to be valid, the same causes must be attended by the same 
circumstances, to justify the conclusion lhat they will pro
duce the same effects. England, stocked by a dense po
pulation, and destitute of adequate agricultural territory, 
and manufacturing for herself and half the world beside, 
employs in manufacturing establishments a much greater 
proportion of her population, than wc for our own supply 
should need to employ; and these, too, arc thrown together in 
compact masses; while ours, invited by favourable stations, 
the presence of raw materials, and a market, will be extend
ed through the nalion. The weight of our population will 
a|ways be agricultural, and our manufacturers, intermingled 
w'iih agriculturists, will not assume the specific character, 
or contract the vices of a dense population, devoted to manu
facturing employments. By intermarriage, also, with other 
classes of society, and by enjoying with them the same 
rights of suffrage, and means of mental improvement, and 
moral instruction, they will constitute a vigorous, useful, 
and honourable portion of the great family. But the deci
ded answer to this objection is, that a capricious foreign 
market, the glut of foreign merchandize, and the balance 
of trade against us, and the drain of specie to pay that ba
lance, exert upon the nation an influence superlatively de
moralizing. 

W h e r e at ihe present moment is public confidence at 
home or abroad? Amid our wide-spread bankruptcies, 
what temptations to fraud, speculation, swindling, confla
gration, theft, robbery, and murder, exerting a more des
tructive influence upon national morality, in one year, than 
ages of successful manufacturing industry! 

Is the tax feared, which the domestic manufacm: ci would 
impose, if favoured by a monopoly of the home market? 

That monopoly, if enjoyed, is granted by ihe suffrage of 
a thousand consumers to one manufacturer. If he abuses 
the privilege, and practises extortion, the same suffrage, 
that excluded foreign competition, can let it in upon him, 
and so certainly will do it, that he must be more than co
vetous to afford the provocation—he must be insane. But 
the entire monopoly of the home market is not to be desi
red or expected. The existing power of capital and of ma
chinery is not equal to the national demand. The encour
agement to be desired, is that which shall rescue from ruin, 
and put into lucrative motion, existing establishments, and 
so guarantee the fostering hand of government, as shall en
courage such a gradual investment of capital and extension 
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of machinery, as shall meet ultimately the exigencies of the 
nation. 

Is it still apprehended that even such partial protection, 
as would secure the increase and ultimate establishment of 
manufactures, will raise the price of manufactured articles? 

This effect can be but momentary. The rapid extension 
of manufacturing establishments, to meet the demands of 
the nation, would soon throw into the home market such a 
supply, as that the competition for sale would reduce do
mestic products to a fair price. This is the effect in En
gland, where the monopoly of the home market is f-ntire* 
In no nation are domestic manufactures offered cheaper. 

This is now the effect, in our o w n country, of those minor 
branches of manufacture, which have escaped the jealousy 
and competition of foreign capitalists, until they have come 
into a quiet monopoly of the home market. But do the 
manufacturers of such articles practise extortion? They 
supply the market on as favourable terms as foreign manu
facturers would do. Granting, then, a momentary rise of 
manufactured articles, in consequence of protecting duties, 
this would be compensated to the nation collectively, by a 
better home market for agricultural produce, and by ox-
empting us from the exorbitant war price of foreign mer
chandize, as often as wars shall embarrass our intercourse 
with Europe. But is a great question of national policy to 
be decided, by the narrow calculations of covetousness?— 
or on the broad basis of its own merits, as it shall affect 
permanently the solid interests of the nation? T h e policy 
of government ought to be prospective, and every genera
tion ought to live, in part at least, for the benefit of those 
w h o shall come after it. T h e generations w h o have pre
ceded us, in clearing the soil, forming roads, and founding 
governments, colleges, and schools, have sustained an am
ple taxation for our benefit—and at the point of the bayonet, 
and by a copious shedding of their blood, have conducted to 
us the stream of national prosperity. Shall we arrest this 
noble stream on its way downward to other ages? or refuse 
to cast into it a tributary drop, which our avaricious thirst 
cannot draw back before it leaves our own horizon? If ma
nufactures are naturally constituent parts of national indus
try, and essential to the perfection of national prosperity, a 
wise government will protect them with inflexible decision; 
for the point is settled, that without governmental protec
tion they cannot prosper. 
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Will the higher price of labour in our own country ren
der it impossible for our manufacturers ever to afford us 
their merchandize as cheap as it can be introduced from 
abroad? That inequality may be more than balanced by a 
more extensive use of labour-saving machinery, than con
sists witli European policy; by the expense saved in the 
transportation and re-transportation of the raw material and 
manufactured product] and by the higher taxation which 
the European capitalist is obliged to pay on bis capital and 
income. But betide this, il is a fact that those domestic 
manufactures, which have gotten possession of the market, 
are those which depend most on manual labour, and yet are 
sold as cheap as imported articles of the same kind. 

Is the diminution of the national revenue feared as the 
consequence of such duties upon foreign imports, as shall 
protect domestic manufactures? 

If manufacturing establishments arc souices of national 
wealth, their gradual introduction cannot so impair the rev
enue, as lo forbid their protection. It is a calamity, thai so 
great a portion of our national revenue should he the sport 
of winds and waves, and dependent on the caprice of other 
nations, and gone the moment we most need it. A partial 
substitute would be desirable. And when a sufficient power 
of manufacturing capital is accumulated in our country, that 
may easily make up the desideratum of impost. The manu
facturers of England more ihan refund the impost lost by 
their protection. They are her tax-gatherers, by which the 
world around her is laid under contribution, and her bound
less resources created. 

Is the occupancy of o*ar new lands, and the encourage
ment of agriculture thought by any to be more desirable 
than the introduction of manufacturing establishments? 

The rapidity of our emigrations, and extension of our ag
ricultural territory, is itself a national evil, demanding a re
medy, instead of an increase. 

The prosperity of a nation depends on the moral qualities 
of Us population, the vigor of its institutions, the relative 
proportions of its materials, and the compactness of its or
ganization, by means of which, one heart may beat the pulse 
of life to every extremity, and one arm extend protection 
and control to every member. But such a slate of society 
cannot be created by the fever of emigration, which inflicts 
on the older settlements the debility of consumption, and 
extends lo the new ones the bones and sinews only of socie-
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ty, without flesh and skin to cover them. As fast as wc can 
extend the institutions of civilized society, so fast it maybe 
safe to extend our borders; hut to do it beyond this, creates 
national debility, instead of strength. This nation, so ex
tensive in territory, so powerful in resources, so energetic 
in enterprise, so high minded in independence, cannot be 
held together and governed by force merely. Ties of blood 
and kindred, institutions and interests, must lend their amal
gamating influence. But these tics, by rapid emigrations, 
are weakened, and strenglhencd only by ihe more slow and 
regular march of well organized society, lldd this nation 
bccn_ peopled ai first by adventurers who rushed upon our 
shores in quest of land and agriculture, leaving schools and 
religions institutions to lag after them, as they might vol
unteer their aid, and find their way, wc had scarcely been 
rescued from barbarism. And even now, if wc push pre
maturely a va>t population into distant wilds, in a slate of 
half formed society, wc shall, ere we arc aware of it, create 
a nation for our neighbour and rival, fierce, heady, high-
minded, to teach us our folly, by eternal wars, and a pro
tracted frontier of desolation and blood. W h e n the calamity 
of unprotected manufactures sludl have driven off our po
pulation so rapidly and so far, as to have broken the alliance 
of kindred sympathies, and institutions, and interests, our 
folly will have produced its results without a remedy. 

T h e true policy of the nation would seem lo be. to occu
py our vacant lands at home, by a regular encouragement 
of industry, and a regular growth of all the constituent parts 
of society. Thus to augment our disposable capital, secure 
the presence of a circulating medium, and such a steady de
mand at home, for the product of the field, as may consist 
with a regular course of national industry. And as to the 
extension of our borders, ibis may be done as the surplus 
population of the old settlements shall demand, and with 
such rapidity only, as that the hand of charily, the favour of 
government, and the exertions of the emigrants themselves, 
shall enable them to carry with them the elements of a good 
state of society. Such an occupancy of our vacant lands, 
manufactures will nol prevent, but will greatly favour. The 
political health, and cheerfulness, and capital of the older 
slates, will enable them to extend the helping hand of cha
rity to iheir brethren who emigrate; and their aid, and the 
sameness it will give to their habits and institutions, with 
those of the land of their nativity, will render that land still 
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dear lo them, and bind the extremities to ihe heart, by 
joints and bands which no ordinary convulsion will burst 
asunder. 

Bui dispensing with all ihis calculation, what is to be 
gained by the extension of agricultural territory, without 
manufacturing establishments? Only the same eviis ex
tended to the wilderness subdued, which drove our hardy 
population into it. The more you extend agriculture with
out manufactures, the more you increase your debt abroad, 
by the consumption of foreign merchandize, and sink the 
value of your exports, by the increasing surplus of the 
farm, which every year holds increased competition in for
eign markets. You may as well recommend to the lunatic 
tormented by his shadow, to go back, to escape its persecu
tion, as to recommend emigration as a remedy for the tvil 
of dependence on foreign merchandize and foreign markets. 
So long as we purchase abroad more than our surplus pro
duct in raw materials will pay lor, we munt make up the 
deficiency in specie, and mat will create want of capital, 
which will cripple great undertakings. And when banks, 
to pany ihe evil, have augmented it by a credit, dangerous 
to iheir existence, and are compelled to collect their debts, 
then will commence again and again,ten limes in a century-, 
a scene ofcmb.-rrassmeni and bankruptcy, which will shake 
the nation lo iis centre, and render it forever feeble and de
pendent, however extensive its territory, or copious its re
sources of soil or men. 

1 hiidly.—— The existence and encouragement of commerce 
is required as a means ol national prosperity. 

The industry of a nation of agriculturists and manufac
turers, will support ilsell, and produce a surplus lor expor
tation. The power of capital and of machinery, adequate 
to the supply of the nation, will no more slop at the line of 
domestic supply, than the agriculturist will limit his exer
tions to the supply of his own family. Bui to keep the 
plough and the loom in motion, this surplus product must 
find a demand in some foreign market; and falls, ol course, 
inlo the hands of the merchant, wlwsc employment Ic^ds 
him to understand the wants of nations, and like the Bind, 
to supply the vacuum by pouring in the superabundance of 
his own couniry. By this means, we collect the rich pro
ducts of other climes, in exchange for our own, and keep 
in constant vigor m e spring of national industry. Man, in
dolent by nature, needs a stimulus to industry, more power-
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ful than the supply of his own wants, to put into steady re
quisition all his powers. This stimulus, commerce affords, 
by laying open the prospect of indefinite gain, in the dispo
sal of the surplus produce of labour. It is this single ex
citement, applied by means of commerce, that keeps awake 
and puts in requisition the energies ol the world. Subtract 
it, and soon a scanty supply for domestic use would be rais
ed, and indolence, and profligacy, and barbarism would en
sue. This branch of national enterprise, both as an encour
agement to agriculture and as a means of national rcvennr, 
has experienced, from the beginning, the fostering care of 
the government, and will doubtless continue to experience 
that protection and favour, which its importance demands. 

Fourthly***— Literary institutions, and scientific men, arc 
essential to national prosperity. 

The effect of science, upon the best interests of a commu
nity, is not so universally appreciated, or so easily illustrat
ed to popular apprehension, as the effect of agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures, partly because its tendencies 
arc not as obvious, and partly because iis effects are not so 
immediate or so embodied in any one great result. 

T h e influence of science is rather, like the light of hea
ven, a cheering, all pervading influence; or, like the puri
fied atmosphere, diffusing, imperceptibly, health and vigor, 
or, like the gentle dew, descending in silent munificence 
upon the abodes of men. There are objects of vital conse
quence lo nations, beside agriculture, the arts, and com
merce, to which those devoted to these employments can
not attend, and which, upon the principles of the division of 
labour, must be committed 10 other hands. 

The common school education of a nation is of immense 
importance. But literary insiituiionsareihcfountains whence 
the streams of knowledge descend through the higher 
schools, to those which bless every town and village. Li
terary men, mingled in due proportion with other members 
of the community, are the natural guardians of national edu
cation, whose influence, in legislation and in their respec
tive local spheres, is the leaven that leavens the whole 
lump. Without colleges, the branches of English educa
tion, obtained in academics, and the higher order of com
m o n schools, would soon cease, for want of competent in
structors. The elevation which these give to common 
school education would fail; and national education Mould 
fall into the hands of men less and less qualified to cnligh-
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ten the minds of freemen, until darkness, visible, would rest 
upon the land. A great proportion of all the graduates of our 
colleges devote themselves, one year at least, to the instruc
tion of youth. H o w powerful and important must this con
stant impulse of our colleges be, in the great work of na
tional education! 

The health of a nation is an object ofimmense magnitude. 
A n enlightened practice in the healing art is like the bra
zen serpent lifted up, among the expiring Israelites, while 
ignorance and rashness, which always exist in partnership, 
are like the fiery flying serpent, lei loose to sling and de
stroy. This vital interest of a community can be safely 
committed only to men of enlightened minds, expanded by 
reading, disciplined by study, and conversant with the laws 
of the animal system and the power of medicine. 

The framing of laws,Ko favour the successful movements 
of national industry, in the accumulation and preservation 
of property, is a subject of great intricacy and difficulty; 
demanding the attention of an order of men, whose sole 
employment it shall be, to stand upon an eminence, and 
survey at one view the complex movements of national la
bour, and the relation of one nation with another, and with 
the world; and to provide protection and encouragement to 
the busy millions, whose employment precludes such com
prehensive views and malure counsels. A single impolitic 
law may be more disastrous to national industry, than a long 
war. A single article in a treaty of England with Portugal 
blasted forever her extended manufactures of woollen, dried 
up an important stream of national wealth, and rendered 
her, ever since, tributary to ihe power that overreached her, 
in negociation. 

The intelligent and impartial administration of justice is 
of immeasurable importance to a nation. Nothing can be 
more faial to public industry, lhan insecurity of properly — 
T h e fairest and most fertile portions of the earth, by the 
insecurity of property, are turned into barrenness. Iu Egypt, 
Greece, and Palestine, because of the oppressor, the fig 
tree has ceased to blossom, and fruit to be lound on the 
vines; the labour of the olive has failed, and the fields yield 
no meat; the flock is eul off from the fold, and there is no 
herd in the s'.all. 

Nothing can guard against such insecurity of property, 
but cqu.table laws, faithfully administered, by judges learn
ed in tbe law, and the aid ol advocates, enlightened, and 
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above chicanery. The decisions of English and American 
jurists exert every moment a powerful and benign influence 
upon almost half the world—an influence, not confined to 
the immediate effect of their decisions, but, by the operation 
of general principles, extending security to the whole 
amount possessed by nations. 

In what nation did even agriculture itself arrive at its 
best estate, witnout the cooperation of scientific men, in 
the invention or improvement of implements, or in the con
ducting of experiments, in reference lo soils, manures, and 
the management of flocks and herds? In what nation did 
the mechanic arts ever flourish, or commerce and naviga
tion prosper, but as science lit her lamp, and led the way? 
W h a t land did civil liberty ever protect and cheer, upon ' 
which the sun of science did not shed his beams; and where 
did the church of God ever arise, and shine, fair as the 
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with ban
ners, where science did not lend her aid to explain and en
force the reasonable service of God? 

Subtract from the agricultutalits, tbe mechanic, and ma
nufacturer, the merchant, and professional man, the illumi
nation which science has shed upon his path, and the busi
ness of the civilized world must stop. 

T h e extermination of science, by the incursion of the 
northern barbarians, brought upon the Roman empire the 
dark ages of superstition; as the revival of letters, nhich 
preceded the reformation, brought the nations back to day, 
and produced, by the blessing of heaven, all the civil and 
religious liberty, which at ibis moment inhabits the earth. 

T h e national prosperity, resulting from an enlightened 
jurisprudence, is millions to one of the expense incurred in 
the support of colleges for the education of civilians. T h e 
single discovery of Jenncr, and consequent expulsion of the 
small-pox ultimately from the family of man, will leave to 
the world, in life and active labour, more than all the ex
penses of all the colleges on the globe. T h e machine of 
Whitney, (an alumnus of Yale College,) for cleaning cot
ton, brings to our doors every yard ol that fabric at a re
duced price, and saves annually more to the nation than all 
the expenses of Yale College, from its first foundation to 
this day. 

All the important concerns of society, described under 
this head, are. by common suffrage, consigned to men, who 
have been qualified, directly or indirectly, by the efficacy 
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of our literary institutions. Let me not, on this subject, 
however, be misunderstood, as I have been heretofore. I do 
not say or believe, that no man can be qualified for useful
ness in the learned professions, but by a public education.— 
M y meaning, is, that literary institutions are the means, with
out which, the facilities of a private education would not 
exist, adequate to the exigencies of the nation. Our ances
tors were wise on this subject, and laid the foundations of 
colleges contemporaneously, almost, with ihe foundations of 
their own dwellings.—And the legislature of this nation, 
guided by a policy that demands our confidence and grati
tude, have made ample reservations of land, in territories 
yet to be inhabited, for the encouragement of colleges and 
schools. 

Finally—The institutions of the Christian religion are an 
important means of national prosperity. 

Intellect, power, and wealth are not happiness, but alike 
the means of happiness or misery, as they are wisely im
proved or are perverted. Their destination depends upon 
the heart, upon the national will. But this, depraved as 
man is, no laws of men have been able to withhold, from 
deeds of destruction, where ample resources have furnished 
the means of dissipation. T h e history of nations is a re
cord of enterprise and wealth, of luxury, dissipation, and 
death. There is no safe way of raising a nation to wealth 
and power, but, at the same lime that you make it great, to 
make it good. It is God only, speaking to the heart by his 
word, institutions, and Spirit, that can cause the sun of na
tional prosperity to stand still at its meridian height. Abun
dance of wealth, in the hands of an irreligious nation, is the 
sword of suicide in the hands of a madman. N o flood of 
wealth can equal the power of dissipation to scatter. N o 
vigor of constitution can resist the poison of sin, and no 
policy evade those judgments, by which God, as the moral 
governor of nations, avenges his abused goodness. If 
the culture of the earth, then, be important, how much 
more important is that culture of the heart, upon which 
the correct disposal of the whole product of industry de
pends? Is the breed of animals worthy of attention? how 
much more worthy of attention is the breed of men? Arc 
commerce and manufactures sources of national wealth?— 
alas, where ihe national heart is neglected, ihey pour their 
ample treasure into a bag with holes.* And what is nation-
* Ilaggaii. 6. 
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al intellect, however improved, perverted by a heart des
perately wicked, and abandoned to its own lusts? National 
wealth, without national morality, is ruin. Bui by what 
means more appropriate can that morality be secured, than 
by those institutions, which the wisdom and benevolence of 
God have provided for that purpose? W h a t should prevent 
legislators from favouring the institutions of religion, as a 
means of national prosperity? M a y not the fear of God be 
promoted by legislators, wiihout superstition? and may not 
bis institutions be honoured without persecution or fanati
cism? 

Give to the institutions of religion their place in lhat 
sys'cm which God has ordained, to make nations great, and 
they will be the power of God and the wisdom of God, for 
national prosperity. They will rid us from strange children, 
whose mouth speakeih vanity, and their right hand is a 
right hand of falsehood. Our sons will be a? plants grown 
up in their youth, and our daughters as corner stones po
lished after the similitude of a palace.—Our garners will be 
full, including all manner of store, our sheep will bring 
forth by thousands and ten thousands; our oxen will be 
strong lo labour, and there will be no breaking in or going 
out,* or complaining in our streets. Happy is th**i people 
that is in such a case, yea, happy is that people whose God 
is ihe Lord. B e wise then, therefore, O ye Kings, be in
structed, ye judges of the earth; serve the Lord with fear, 
and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry 
and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but 
a little. 

But if the institutions of religion are important, as the 
means of national prosperity, how much more important 
are ihey, when we consider the life of man as the embryo 
of immortality; and in what rapid succession the whole po
pulation of a nation is swept into eternity! Are kings and 
governments immortalized, by that beneficent administra
tion which consults the welfare of successive generations 
in time? W h a t glory and honour shall be rendered to those, 
whose policy, including the highest good of their subjects, 
in time, exerts upon them, in another state of being, a benign 
influence which will be enjoyed forever? 

Fro-n the preceding account of the means of national 
prosperity, it appears, That there Is no collision of interest, 
* No destructive emiyralion*.! 
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or foundation for envy, between the several classes of men, 
whose exertione are required to promote the general welfare 
of a nation. 

They are all parts of one whole, and so mutually depen
dent on each other, lhat if one prospers, they all prosper, 
and if one suffers, they all suffer, and if not immediately, 
yet inevitably, in the course of events. There is no agri
cultural interest at war with the commercial or manufac
turing interest; and no interest of science or religion, which 
does not include the prosperity of the entire community. 
T h e farmer, the manufacturer, the merchant, the faculty 
of colleges, the instructors of schools, the physician, the 
statesman, the judge, the lawyer, and the divine, are con
stituent members of the great family, and indispensable to 
its highest prosperity. T h e constitution of man, and of the 
earth, demands this division of labour. All cannot be far
mers; for who, then, would purchase the surplus product 
of the earth? and without a demand, who would raise it?— 
and with only the excitement to labour, of providing a sup
ply for his own family, who would escape from the imbe
cility of sloth, and the vices of idleness? Nor can all be 
manufacturers: for who "then would provide the raw mate
rial, or sustain the labourer? Nor can all be devoted to 
science, or the learned professions. Nor can all be rich, 
so long as God has moral purposes to answer, by having 
the poor always with us, or gives lo men, in various de
grees, intellect, bodily vigor, health, and providential fa
vour. Indeed, wealth is a relative term; expressing a more 
than ordinary amount of property, and can no more become 
universal, than the whole earth can become one mountain 
or one valley. 

A s to the relative honour, attached to the different em
ployments of men, in a state of civil equality, like our own, 
it can be only that which results from the relative utility of 
different employments, or the voluntary respect paid to 
lalents and office for the public good. H e the;i is an hon
ourable man, who serves his generation faithfully, in the 
employment to which, in the providence ofGod, he is call
ed; and he, who, from the elevation of wealth, or office, 
looks down with disdain on the labouring classes of society, 
is a man of a weak intellect, or of a had heart. In this 
country, where our greatest and best men rise often from 
poverty, and usually from the labouring classes of society, 
that upstart nobility, which despise? the level from which 
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it has just arisen, and to which, as the wheel rolls, it will 
soon return, is supremely ridiculous and pitiable. W h o s e 
blood, in this land of freemen and industry, has not flowed 
through the heart of a farmer or an artizan? and who does 
not exult in his honourable and athletic ancestry? T h e 
m a n who is ashamed of it is a fool-

O n the other hand, he who is not contented with the 
useful and respectable station in society, assigned him in 
the providence of God, but fosters in his heart murmuring 
and envy, is moved to discontent by the same pride which 
he censures in others, and if elevated to wealth, would 
exhibit) probably, the same contempt of poverty, and the 
same ridiculous vanity, which now so annoy him in others. 
This spirit, which lusteth to envy, is pride, murmuring at 
the inequalities of condition, incident to civilized society, 
and the constitution of things, which God has ordained. It 
is as odious in itself, as hateful to God, and as mischievous 
in its effects upon society, as the same pride is when it is 
enabled to array itself in haughtiness, by means of wealth 
or official consequence. It is also the deceivableness of 
unrighteousness, for multitudes indulge it, and never dream 
that, in all their philippics against pride, they are inspired 
by pride and moved by envy. It exists, unseen, often in the 
sanctified heart. It occasioned to the apostles some of 
their earliest and greatest difficulties in the primitive 
churches. It exists still in the church of God for a lamen
tation, and will exist for a lamentation, it is feared, till the 
more ample measures of grace in the latter day shall teach 
Christians to be in subjection to the father of spirits, and 
in whatsoever state they arc, therewith to be content. N o 
instruction seems adequate to bring to the heart under its 
influence a conviction of its own haughtiness—And no 
change in the constitution of society can take place to re
move the provocation. The death of pride, by the reign of 
grace in the heart, is the only remedy.—The fault is in the 
heart, not in the constitution of society, or in the providence 
of God. All cannot be head, or eye, or ear, in the human 
body, and yet there is no cause for schism, or discontent, 
at the relations and employments which God has assigned 
to the different members. In like manner God hath set 
the members of civil society, every one of them in the body, 
as it hath pleased him. If they were all one member, 
where were the body? But now are they many members, 
yet but one body. Anil the eye cannot say to the hand, I 
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have no need of thee; nor again the head to the feet, I have 
no need of you; for God hath tempered tbe body together 
by mutual dependencies and honours, that there should be 
no schism in the body, but that the members should have 
the same care one for another. 

T h e man, who, to answer the purpose of ambition or 
irreligion, avails himself of this pride of the human heart, 
to alienate from each other the different classes of society, 
is more execrable in his deeds than the assassin or the 
incendiary. The one kills at once a single victim, the 
other afflicts the entire community, with a poison that 
perpetuates the exasperations and spasms of a living death. 
T h e one lays in ashes cities that can be rebuilt, the other 
kiudlcs in society a fire, as if fed from beneath, which, like 
the burnings of the volcano, no storms nor floods can extin
guish, and which not unfrcquenily extends its ravages 
through many generations. Especially are the interests of 
society vitally assailed, when the pious are industriously 
alienated, and the ministry of reconciliation is made the 
object of suspicion and the but of scorn. 1 intend not that 
religion, by such hostility, can be destroyed; but that its 
salutary influence upon society must be limited, in propor
tion as scorn and distrust are extended, is self evident. 
N o w I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause 
divisions and offences, and avoid them, for they that arc 
such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, 
and, by good words and fair speeches, deceive the hearts of 
the simple. Remember the words of our Lord Jesus, how 
he said, every kingdom divided against itself is brought to 
desolation, and every city or house divided against itself 
shall not stand. Such is the unhappy selfishness of man, 
and the jealousy of his pride, that it is easy to alienate, and 
difficult to unite, the members of the great family. M e n 
without talents or honesty can engender strife, and conduct 
a nation to destruction. But talents and wisdom, and inte
grity and virtue, are required to elevate a nalion to pros
perity and glory. 

It is equally manifest from what has been said, that Mere 
is no coltieion of interest, or cause for jealousy, between the 
different sections of this nation. 
T h e highest aggregate of national prosperity will carry 

to every section of the union, and to every dwelling, the 
highest amount of relative wealth and enjoyment. What
ever temporary advantages may be reaped by a local 
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policy, adverse to the general prosperity, will end in ulti
mate injury to the favoured portion. 

Indeed, so terrific are the consequences of national dis
memberment, and so glorious are the prospects before ui 
of national energy, well directed, that if a compromise of 
local interests were demanded, it would be compensated a 
thousand fold, by our exemption from the wars of rival 
neighbours, and the mischiefs, in that case, of European 
intrigues and armies, and by a stream of blessings more 
deep, and broad, and inexhaustible, than ever flowed through 
a nation. N o nation ever possessed in a higher degree 
the means of national prosperity.—An ample territory, 
fertility of soil, variety of climate and product, a sea coast 
of three thousand miles, facilitating foreign commerce, 
fisheries, and the coasting trade, and though separated by 
mountains, this physical cause, adverse to our unity, is 
overcome by our rivers, canals, coasting trade, and steam 
navigation, which create unparalleled facilities of national 
intercourse. This vast territory is to be tilled by freemen, 
a race-as hardy, intelligent, and enterprising, as ever turn
ed the soil. The surplus of our raw materials falls into 
the hands of artizans, not surpassed in ingenuity, and soon 
not to be surpassed in skill, by any on the globe; and the 
surplus of their labour, and of the farm, beyond what they 
consume, falls into the hands of merchants, whose enter
prise knows no limits. In the mean time, w e have no 
rubbish of feudal ages to remove, or remaining, to em
barrass. W e commenced our national existence in a state 
of civilization. T h e whole land was before us, to frame 
our laws and fashion our institutions, as experience and an 
enlightened intellect should dictate. Our colleges, acade
mies, and schools, have given us able men in the profes
sions, and have diffused intelligence to an unparalleled 
extent among the common people, and their power may 
be indefinitely augmented, to meet the exigencies of the 
nation. 

The bible and the institutions of Christianity are with us, 
and the heart and hand of every denomination of Christians 
is now engaged, to give lo every family, and to the nation, 
the entire benefit of their moral influence. Thus circum
stanced, tbe government of a nation, which is so soon to 
number its hundreds of millions of population, ought not to 
be embarrassed in its policy, by the bickerings of local 
coveiousness, but ought to be left, with the Ulu mutation of 
concentrated wisdom, to lay broad and deep the foundations 
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of our future glory. Indeed, no compromise of local tem
porary interest is demanded by that policy which will 
conduct to national prosperity. In every part of the nation, 
manufactures may rise, and busy commerce, inland and 
foreign, distribute our surplus, augment our capital, give 
energy to industry, improvement lo roads, patronage to arts 
and sciences, vigour to schools, and univeisality to the in
stitutions of religion; reconciling civil liberty with efficient 
government; extended population with concentrated action; 
and unparalleled wealth, with national sobriety and morali
ty. Give, then, to the government of our nation the confi
dence which they ought to possess, and demand of them 
only that they put in requisition the physical, intellec
tual, and moral resources of the nation, 'and if they are 
faithful 10 their irust, they will make us the greatest, 
wealthiest, happiest nalion, that ever dwell upon the earth. 

It is also manifest, from the preceding discourse, that 
while no voluntary economy iu the family can remedy the 
balance of trace against us, created by the consumption of 
foreign manufactures, or shield the manufacturer from a 
ruinous competition, it is not in the power of government 
to render a nation of improvident famdies great and happy. 
Those habits of dissipation, which have squandered the 
wealth and paralized the energy of other nations, are com
ing in upon us. This encroachment, nothing hut individu
al and family discretion can effectually prevent. T o ac
complish this, it is indispensable that children be early ac
customed to profitable industry. That nation is becoming 
effeminate, in proportion as the number of families are in
creased, who merely consume, bui add nothing to the stock 
of labour. These families are also the pioneers of dissipa
tion, letting in upon us the fickle flood of fashion, creating 
envy, and templing to ruinous expense. And these same 
are the aristocracy of supercilious indolence, who would 
throw into relative disgrace the labouring classes of the 
community, a nation's wealth, and strength, and virtue. 

Upon us, then, the members of thio society, as a part of 
the nation, devolves the duly, of selling oui own houses in 
oider, of checking, by our example, the innovation of ex
pensive and gaudy fashions, of maintaining simplicity of 
living, and resisting that expensive luxury, which is creep
ing in under the cover of festivity, and the hospitalities of 
friendship, and of rearing up our families in habits of use
ful industry. T o us it appertains so lo conduct the educa
tion of our children, that what is bestowed upon the exte-
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rior shall be subtracted neither from the head nor the 
heart, nor from bodily vigour. Polish is beautiful, but it 
should be laid on solid materials. The happiness of do
mestic life depends on substantial realities of care aud la
bour. T h e young man who is too indolent or too proud for 
useful activity, is in the road to ruin, and the daughter of 
folly, of ihe same sentiments and habits, is fit only to be the 
companion of his sorrows and disgrace. Far from our 
dwellings be the calamities of an effeminate education; but 
let piety rather, and cultivated intellect, and habits of in
dustry and economy prevail in them, and each succeeding 
anniversary will find them in the grateful enjoyment of 
thai blessing of the Lord that maketh rich and addcth no 
sorrow. 

Extracts from a Circular Letter of a Committee appointed 
be a Meeting of the Citizens of the City and County of 
Philadelphia, dated October 13, 1819. 

That distress and embarrassment pervade our country, 
to an extent probably never before felt here, except during 
the perioel that elapsed between the close of the revolu
tionary war and the adoption of the federal constitution, 
cannot be denied. A large proportion of our manufacturing 
establishments arc suspended, and nine-tenths nf those 
that arc in operation have greatly curtailed their business. 
O f the proprietors many are ruined, and those whom-' 
strength of capital or other advantages, have enabled to 
maintain the struggle, arc encouraged lo persevere, mere
ly by the hope of a favourable change in the policy of our 
government. T h e situation of a large portion of the work
men is truly deplorable. Numbers of them, with their fa
milies, are destitute of ihe means of subsistence; hundreds 
are working at laborious employments, for little more than 
their bare food; and many estimable men and women, with 
large families, are absolutely driven to beggary. N u m e 
rous emigrants, who, under many inconveniences, have 
come to this country, in the flattering expectation of hav
ing full employment in their various arts and trades, and 
enjoying the benefits of a free government, have been pla
ced in ihe melancholy alternative of begging or starving. 
N o small portion of those who had the means, have return
ed to Europe, with disappointed hopes and broken spirits. 
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Real estate has every where fallen one-third, one-half, and 
in many cases ihree-fifihs; our bread-stuffs are greatly re
duced in price, chiefly in consequent of their exclusion 
from the markets ol that country which has maintained 
with us as lucrative a commerce as ever existed; a coun
try which purchases our cotton at twenty, twenty-five, or 
thirty cents per pound, and returns il to us, improved by 
machinery, at m o , three, and four dollars per pound. Our 
towns and cities, instead of being peopled with an active 
population, whose productive industry would add to the 
potter and resources of their country, and promote their 
own happiness,arc crowded with hucksters and retailers of 
the products of the industry of foreign nations, who arc so 
numerous that the business affords them but a sony sub
sistence. Of the merchants) who, a few years since, carried 
on an extensive commerce, some for twenty, thirty, and 
forty years, one-third, or one-half, are ruined. Our ships 
are a burden to their owners, whose utmost sagacity can 
hardly find out profitable employment for onc-fuurih of 
them; they are roiling at our wharves, and are often sold 
for thirty, twenty-five, and even t*cnty per cent, of their 
cost. T h e farmers have not escaped the general distress; 
as thousands of farms throughout the United States, are 
under execution; and, whenever brought to auction, are 
sacrificed, on an average, at half what tbcy would have 
sold for two or three years since. 

In this appalling state of affairs, indifference would be 
criminal. T h e sacred duty every citizen owes lo his coun
try, imperiously requires exertion. It behoves every man 
who has acquired property by honest industry, and finds 
it, without ..• \ fault of his own, melting in his hands, like 
snow before the sun; who has goods which he cannot sell; 
real estate which he cannot mortgage or dispose of, lo re
lieve himself; debts due, which his honest debtors arc un
able to pay. in consequence of the general stagnation; who 
has industry or tulenis of any kind, on which he relics for a 
decent support, but is unable to find employment for them; 
in' a word, ii behoves every man, who has a spark of public 
spirit, or any stake in the general welfare, to probe ihe 
festering ulcer of public distress to the bottom, in order to 
ascertain iis real source, and whether a cure is hopeless; 
if not, to discover what is the remedy, and how, when, and 
by whom, tt ought to be applied. 

W e are persuaded that it may be laid down as a gene-
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ral rule, which will scarcely admit an exception, that a 
nation like ours, whose citizens are ingenious, enterpris
ing, and industrious; which possesses almost every variety 
of soil and climate, as well as of vegetable, animal, and mi
neral productions; enjoys a free and uncxpensive govern
ment; is unburdened hy tithes or grinding taxes; and 
whose agriculturists generally own the fee simple- of the 
lands they cultivate—cannot, unless by war, famine, or 
pestilence, suffer such general distress as we experience, 
without some enormous and radical error in its political 
economy. • 

Our vital error, to sum the whole in a few words, is, 
wasting our wealth and resources to foster and promote 
the agriculture, arts, manufactures, trade, and commerce 
of other nations, and neglecting to protect those of our 
own country. Decay, decrepitude and ruin, have uniformly 
attended such a system, in all past ages; and, by the eter
nal laws of the moral world, cannot fail to produce the 
same effect lo the end of time. W e have added our expe
rience to that ol Spain and Portugal, to prove this theory, 
and the deplorable state to which nations are reduced by a 
neglect to protect domestic industry. 

Many of our citizens ascribe the whole of our distress to 
the misconduct of the banks, which, they assert, first by 
extravagant emissions, and then by pressing on their debt
ors, have produced the present stagnation. 

W e do not pretend to defend the banks. There arc, in 
various pans of the country, three or four times more than 
are necessary. Many of them have been very ill managed, 
and have done much mischief. Bui when the great_ mass 
of distress existing in this country, is charged to the ac
count of those institutions, the effect is mistaken for the 
cause. T h e support and stay of banks is specie; and, be
ing drained of this in immense quantities, to pay for fo
reign luxuries, they must, in their own defence, curtail 
their business, press on their debtors, and produce stagna
tion and distress. As well may we expect a human being 
to retain his elasticity and energy, when, from a wide ori
fice in one of his arteries, his life's blood is gushing out, as 
thai banks can accommodate the public, and by loans pro
mote trade anJ commerce, wh.cn they arc drained of »< hat 
may be styled their life's blood, and themselves brought to 
the verge of ruin. 

T h e first step requisite towards a cure, in every case of 
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malady physical or political, is to ascertain the nature and 
extent of the evil. T h e best mode to accomplish this object, 
in the present instance, is to appoint suitable committees to 
investigate the real state of the agriculture, manufactures, 
trade and commerce of the United States; how far they 
have advanced, maintained their ground, or declined; and 
if they have declined, to what cause it is owing. 

W e therefore earnestly request you will, as early as may 
be, convene the citizens of your district, in order to appoint 
committees for the above purpose, and to take their sense 
on the all important question, whether w e are to continue 
to lavish the treasures of our country on the manufactures 
of Europe and Hindostan, while our own are consigned to 
ruin, and while the nation is, in consequence, impoverish
ed, to procure articles abroad which w e either do not want, 
or can produce ourselves. 

W h e n this nalion was in its colonial state, it complained 
most grievously of the oppression it suffered by the re
strictions and prohibitions of the mother country, whereby 
its industry was restrained and paralized, and its resources 
drained away. This was one of the most serious evils of 
its dependent situation. And it cannot he denied, that our 
present system, which equa ly paralizes our industry and 
impoverishes our country, entails on us some of the worst 
consequences of the colonial state. 

The party distinctions that have heretofore so long divi
ded our citizens, distracted our country, and, during the war, 
endangered its safety, have, in a great degree subsided. 
W c hope and trust, that henceforward they will assume a 
new form; and that the question will be between those who, 
by destroying the productive industry of the couniry, are 
disposed virtually to colonize us; and those who are for se
curing us a real independence. Unless our citizens be 
wanting to themselves, the friends of the colonial policy 
will, in future look in vain, on the day ot election, for the 
support of an enlightened body of electors, and have leave 
to retire to the shades of private life. 

T h e syren song ol " buying cheap goods abroad," has 
been re-echoed in our ears with unceasing industry. W e 
have fatally been -.educed by it, and led to the brink of de
struction. W h a t arc the facts of the case? 

A few short years have elapsed, since the productions of 
oursoil and our manufactures commanded iugii prlies ..ou 
ton was thirty cents per pound; wheat, two dollars and a naif, 
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and three dollars per bushel; flour, eleven and twelve dol
lars per barrel; prime beef eighteen cents per pound; oak 
wood seven dollars per cord; merino wool four dollars 
per pound; superfine cloth, ten or twelve dollars per yard; 
and all other articles in the same proportion. W h a t was the 
result? W a s the nation miserable or wretched, in conse
quence of paying these high prices? N o : far from it. W e 
enjoyed as high a degree of prosperity as any nation ever did. 
T o this strong 3nd important fact, w e hope you will pay due 
attention. All our labouring people were fully employed. 
O u r capitalists derived liberal profits from their wealth. 
Splendid manufacturing establishments arose, as it were 
by magic. T h e farmers and planters had high prices and 
ready markets for their produce. And, for a large portion 
of the time, commerce likewise throve, under those high 
prices. In a word, the face of the couniry exhibited an ap
pearance cheering to our friends, and appalling to our ene
mies. 

But now wc have fallen on those " ehe<ip times" which 
have been so much wished for, and so highly extolled by 
those political economists, whose counsels have unfortu
nately prevailed over the wise and profound system of 
Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson." And what is 
the result? Has " cheapness" shed those blessings oo the 
nalion, lhat we were led to expect? Can those who have 
enabled us to buy cheap, congratulate themselves on the 
result of their plausible but destructive system of poli
tical economy? Can »c find safety or happiness, in taking 
them for guides in our future career? N o : it is fatally the 
reverse. O u r country exhibits a scene which excites our 
friends to mourning, and affords matter of exultation and 
triumph to our enemies. 

Wheat is one dollar and ten cents per bushel; flour is 
six dollars per barrel; cotton eighteen cents, and beef six 
to ten cents per pound; oak wood, five dollars per cord; 
merino wool, one dollar per pound; superfine cloth six or 
eight dollars per yard. And has this state of things produ
ced the millenium with which its patrons flattered us? Is 
the house owner, whose rents have fallen from two thou
sand dollars per annum to twelve hundred or a thousand, 
* '* We must place the manufacturer beside the agriculturist." 

J-fl .son. 
This single line embraces an abstract of political economy, of 

incalculable importance. 
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compensated by the saving of four dollars per barrel in 
eight or ten barrels of flour, and three dollars per yard in 
two or three suits of clothes, in the year? Where, we aski 
and earnestly request a reply from those citizens who, with 
A d a m Smith for their guide, advocate the purchase of 
goods abroad, where they can be had cheap, is the advan
tage to the workman whose labour was worth six, eight, 
or ten dollars per week, and who is totally bereft of em
ployment, that the price of a barrel of flour is only six 
dollars, whereas he does not now earn six dollars per 
month, and has not wherewith to purchase, if it were re
duced to three? Is it any consolation to the farmer, who 
expended a fortune on merino sheep, which the prostration 
of our woollen manufactures has condemned to the but
cher's knife, and who sold his wool for four dollars per 
pound, of which the price is now one dollar, that he can 
buy broadcloth at six or eight dollars per yard, instead of 
ten or twelve? The loss on the fleeces of a dozen sheep 
outweighs all the advantages he derives from the destruc
tion of the capital, the prospects, and ihe happiness of his 
manufacturing fellow-citizens. What arc the mighty bene
fits derived by the cotton planter, who saves from fifty to a 
hundred dollars per annum in his clothing and that of his 
slaves, when, in consequence of the want of a domestic 
market, he loses ten cents per pound, or a thousand dol
lars in a year, on his crop of cotton of ten thousand pounds? 
H e saves by cents, and loses by dollars. 

While all the energies of the human mind are called in
to activity, on the question who shall be president, gover
nor, member of congress, representative in the state legis
lature, sheriff, and even county commissioner, so compara
tively uninteresting to the major part of the community, it 
is lamentable to see what torpor and indifference prevail 
on this vital topic, which decides the important question, 
whether Washington, Greene, Montgomery, Warren, Mer
cer, Laurens, Clinton, Wayne, Stark, Pulaski, Fayette 
fought and bled—whether Franklin, Adams, Hancock, Jef
ferson, Olis, Randolph, Jay, Lee, Livingston, and Henry, 
pleaded—in vain. W e have no hesitation in saying, this 
is the real stale of the question: for the man whose capital 
is destroyed, whose talents are rendered useless, whose 
means of supporting himself are torn up by the roots by a 
false policy, looks in vain for the boasted blessings of the 
revolution. H e compares his situation with that of the m a 
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nufacturcrs of England, France, Austria, and Russia, and 
envies the fostering care bestowed on them by their mo
narch*, which forms such a contrast with the destruction 
to which he is consigned by his fellow-citizens. So far 
as property is concerned, there is little difference between 
the citizen of the United States, w h o is ruined for want of 
protection, as so many of our manufacturers have been, 
and the cringing slave, w h o m the despotism of the dey of 
Algiers or the emperor ol Morocco plunders of his sub
stance. " Disguise it as wc will," it is the same destruc
tion, that robs existence of its charms, although differently 
administered: for, without property to render life comfort
able, life itself is of liitlc value. In one respect, the case of 
the American citizen appears worse than that of ihe Alge-
nne slave. T h e former had every right lo calculate on an 
exemption from the ruin that has blasted his prospects of 
happiness; whereas, the latter inherited from his ancestors 
the cruel destiny of holding not merely his property, but 
his life itself, on the precarious tenure of the mercy of a 
barbarous tyrant. 

O n the subject of " taxing the many for the benefit of 
the few," prolix essays and pamphlets without number 
bave been written, and frothy speeches delivered. This 
has been adduced as an unanswerable argument against 
extending any protection to manufactures, further than 
what is afforded by the duties laid for the purpose of rais
ing a revenue. It is a fertile subject, and would require 
m u c h detail: "but the limits of a letter are already trans
cended, and w e must be brief. W e will state a few cases, 
in which one part of the community is heavily taxed for 
the benefit of another, without murmur. T h e beneficial 
coasting trade has been secured to our merchants, by a to
tal prohibition of foreign rivalship, under penalty of confis
cation; whereas there is no manufactured article whatever 
prohibited. T h e protection of commerce has probably cost 
ihe nation one hundred millions of dollars, for foreign em
bassies," fleets, and a wasting war, which commerce alone 
* Some idea may be formed of the enormous expenses incurred 
for Die protection of commerce, from a statement of two facU;— 
The expense of foreign intercourse, that is, for ambassadors, char-
£es des affaires, consuls, agents, bearers of despatches, &c. &c-
c- for twcnty-feiir years, have been 10,872,-194 dollars, or above 

450,000 dollar* per annum, (Seybert, 713.); and for the Barbarv 
powers, in twenty years, 2,457,278 dollars, or above 120,000 dob 
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has rendered necessary. Of all this immense sum, not one 
cent has been levied for the benefit of manufactures. Fo
reign spirits are subject to duties from eighty-six to one 
hundred and twenty per cent., and cheese to about ninety 
per cent., for the protection of agriculture: while woollen 
and cotton-goods pay only twenty-seven and a hall per 
cent., (except the latter, when below tweniy-five cents per 
yard) manufactures of brass, steel, tin, lead, glass, earthen
ware, pottery, sail-cloth, &c. pay only twenty-two; and li
nens only sixteen and a half. W c do not censure, on the 
contrary w e approve, the protection those duties afford to 
agriculture. W e only deplore the lamentable difference 
between one hundred and twenty per cent, on gin, to pro
tect domestic peach brandy and whiskey, and twenty-seven 
and a half per cent, on cottons and woollens! 

Should you pursue the plan herein recommended, w e 
respectfully advise that you communicate the result of your 
inquiries, in the form of a memorial, to the members of 
your state legislature, and to your members of congress. 
Should the former body be impressed with an idea of the 
correctness of the views we have taken of this mighty sub
ject, they will doubtless use iheir constitutional right to 
request your representatives, and instruct your senators, 
in Congress, to exert their influence to have the tariff so 
far modified, that it shall be no longer possible to say, as, 
alasl we can now say with perfect truth, that the manufac
turers in the most arbitrary governments in Europe are fos
tered, cherished, and protected from foreign competition; 
while, under this free government, ours are exposed, by 
their fellow-citizens in Congress, to the competition of the 
whole world! T h e appointment of a committee, to corres
pond with the different towns in your state, would be a 
highly beneficial measure; and is most earnestly recom
mended to your attention. 

It is to be presumed, that our representatives in congress 
are disposed to do their duly, and only require to be well 
informed on the subject, to induce them to pursue a cor-
Lr- per annum. (Ibid.) Tbus, io these two items, there is a poti-
the ditburtesnent, for the protection of commerce, of above halfa 
null-. ., of dollars annually: whereas, the government has never 
paid one dollar, as bounty or premium, to foster, protect, or pro-
mole the productive industry employed in maoufaclures; and has 
never laid a dollar of duty, beyond what was called for by the exi
gencies of the treasury. 

B b 2 
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rect course. We therefore respectfully suggest to you, to 
take into serious consideration, the propriety of an applica
tion to congress, from the manufacturers of the United 
States, to be heard by counsel, at their bar. T h e most 
salutary consequences have resulted from this procedure 
in Great Britain; and it could not fail to produce conse
quences equally salutary here; as it must elicit such a 
mass of information as would destroy the deleterious pre
judices, whose operation our country has so m u c h reason 
to deplore. 

There is one point to which w c invite your serious atten
tion, as of paramount importance. Notwithstanding the 
ruin that has overtaken so large a portion of our manufac
tures and manufacturers, there are some citizens, with im
mense capitals, engaged in the cotton branch particularly, 
who deprecate the idea of any further protection, and have 
impressed on the minds of the constituted authorities, lhat 
the present duties are amply adequate. This phenomenon 
in trade—-a renunciation of further aid from government, 
of which the world has never hither to hada parallel case—-
must arise from such a pure spirit of patriotism, as would 
reflect honour on Greece and R o m e , in the most brilliant 
period of their history, or from some motive of a very op
posite character. It has been successfully used by the 
friends of the existing system, as an irresistible argument 
against the host of petitioners, who have besought addition
al protection. A s it has been thus employed, it becomes a 
duty lo investigate it thoroughly, and ascertain, as far as 
may be practicable, the source from whence it springs. It 
is asserted, that the proprietors of those establishments 
prefer, as the least of two evils, encountering the desultory 
competition of foreigners, whose goods are often of inferior 
quality, to the steady and unceasing rivalship of a vast 
number of their fcllow-ciiizens, who, in the event of a full 
protection to manufactures, would enter the lists, and di
vide the market with them. O n this delicate point w c 
cannot pretend to decide: we merely present it to view, for 
public consideration. 
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ERRATA. 

Page 140, line 13, for nine thousand, read ninety thou
sand. 

Page 222, line 27, for 62, 428, 800, read 52, 428, 800. 
Page 245, line 5, for 90 per cent., read 85 per cent. 
Sundry other errors have escaped, which the reader is 

requested to excuse, and correct with the pen. 
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